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FY 95 Allston-Brighton Survey 


Index to areas surveyed (organized by area code; see previous page 


for list by area name) 
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Saint Anthony's 
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Faneuil-Florence Crittendon 
Brooks Newton 
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Upper Parsons 
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Index to areas surveyed (organized by area name; see previous page 
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Methodology: BLC Allston-Brighton Comprehensive Community Survey 
Project, FY95 Survey and Planning Grant. 


Approach to Field Work 


The first step in preparation for the Allston-Brighton survey project field work was to 
study areas identified on base maps by past survey teams from the Boston Landmarks 
Commission in order to understand the scope of the field work and to get a sense of the 
location of areas that had not been studied at all. The consultants spent 6 weeks in the field, 
studying 30 areas in Allston-Brighton deemed potential historic districts or areas of 
architectural/historical interest by MHC/BLC staff. The consultants surveyed these areas by 
car and on foot. The survey team looked for guidance from the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission's Historic Properties Manual in determining area content and 
boundaries. Because of the sizable scope of this project , photography was scheduled for 
both before and after the fall of autumn leaves. The surveyors more or less agreed with the 
boundaries recommended by past survey teams, although a considerable amount of “fine 
tuning” was in order.In some cases boundary lines were expanded and elsewhere 
contracted to reflect the realities of buildings with intact historic architectural fabric. 
Overtime, a considerable percentage of wooden buildings within the survey areas have 
sustained alterations to form and fabric. Vinyl siding, in particular, has made considerable 
inroads in areas such as Faneuil West , Allston Heights, Upper Parsons Street, etc. To a 
great degree this is an historic survey with a large number of masonry buildings 
represented within the survey areas- a situation which reflects the difficulties involved in 
seriously altering brick and stone buildings as well as the large number of architecturally 
distinguished early 20th century apartment buildings located in Allston-Brighton. 


The initial approach to the study of an area was to draw boundaries for each of the 30 areas 
on Boston Redevelopment Authority base maps. Boundary lines were determined primarily 
by the recommendations of past historians as well as the realities of topography, historical 
development and location of major transportation corridors. Ultimately, visible 
concentrations of buildings of high design quality and intact historic fabric were the 
primary factors in designating areas for historical research. Generally, areas for in depth 
study are located more closely together or are, indeed, contiguous as was less frequently 
the case in the Dorchester Historic Cultural Resources Survey (BLC FY 95). Boundaries of 
Allston-Brighton areas of architectural/historical interest were often drawn to reflect 
encirclement by major traffic arteries, sometimes abrupt changes in topography or the 
presence of parking and/or vacant lots and less architecturally significant concentrations of 
buildings. Commonwealth Avenue, unlike Washington and Cambridge Streets has a 
divisive rather than a binding effect on areas bordering its sides, primarily because of the 
surface trolley that runs along its center, limiting easy access from one side to another for 
much of its length. Every effort was made, however, to include as much of 
Commonwealth Avenue's architecturally significant buildings (primarily apartment 
complexes) from Packard's Corner to Chestnut Hill Avenue. Indeed, this survey 
represents, to a great degree, an effort to evaluate c. 1895 to 1940 apartment house design 
and to place it within the larger context of the evolution of this building type. Particularly 
noteworthy is the segment of Commonwealth Avenue between Chestnut Hill Avenue and 
Greycliffe Road; both sides of this thoroughfare are lined with large, architecturally 
distinguished multi-family housing. Every effort was made to identify the architects and 
builders of these Allston-Brighton's unusually rich collection of apartment buildings , 
relying extensively on City of Boston Building Permits. 


Page: | 


») 


Middlesex County Registry deeds were minimally consulted because of this projects time 
constraints. The residential areas south of Brighton Center Commercial and at Union 
Square deserve intensive study as some of the earliest buildings in the community are 
located in these areas. 


Typically, commercial area boundaries were drawn to focus on “core” historic resources, 
such as the Washington / Imperial (Rourke's) Building in Brighton Center or the nodes of 
Victorian, Craftsman and Deco commercial blocks bordering Harvard Avenue. In most 
cases more residential properties were included within commercial areas than had originally 
been intended, but again, the relative dearth of architecturally distinguished nonresidential 
properties at Oak Square and Cleveland Circle necessitated the inclusion of more residential 
properties than had originally been projected. 


Allston-Brighton encompasses a relatively large number of institutional complexes 
compared to other Boston neighborhoods. Sometimes referred to as "Little Rome", this 
community is particularly rich in ecclesiastical structures constructed between the 1870s 
and 1940s. Seven architecturally distinguished institutional campuses are included within 
this survey, including: the Warren-Washington Area, St. John's Seminary, St. 
Columbkille's Roman Catholic Church, complex, Mount St. Joseph Academy, the 
Crittendon-Hastings Home, St. Anthony of Padua Roman Catholic Church and St. John of 
God Hospital in the Summit-Kelton Area. 


Several of the survey areas represent small developments of particular forms and styles of 
housing including the Queen Anne two-families of Hano Street, the modestly scaled brick 
row houses of Leamington Road, the free standing brick Colonial Revival houses of 
Hatherly-Portina and the distinctive early 20th century residences of Pama Garden. 

The Lake Street Area encompasses the old Brighton Poor House (1861) as well as a 
representative collection of suburban residences designed in the Colonial Revival and 
Craftsman styles. Other areas such as Fanuiel West ( from Oakland Street, westward to 
Brackett Street) , Brooks Street, Ranelegh-Brooksdale and Saint Anthony's encompass 
housing that varies a great deal in terms of age, design quality and preservation. The five 
areas located between Commonwealth Avenue and the Brookline/Boston boundary 
encompass the largest concentrations of National Register quality buildings within this 
survey. 


In terms of mapping, architecturally significant properties that warrant individual 
documentation were identified on the working base maps by an asterisk (*). The historic 
architectural style was indicated on these properties as outlined on the base maps. Ifa 
property was composed of a material other than or in addition to wood, it was also noted 
on the base map. If a property was severely altered or in really poor condition or no longer 
extant, that was noted as well on the base maps by the notations “alt., “poor” and “X’”’, 
respectively. The working base maps used by the consultants during the Phase I field work 
will be filed at the BLC. 


The consultants devised abridged building forms for use in the field to record area 
buildings that were: of exceptional design quality, fine representatives of a particular style, 
early structures, unique building forms as well as well preserved examples of a particular 
building type. In some cases, severely altered buildings were surveyed and photographed 
because of later determination of historical significance. 
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These forms provide a "short hand" method for accounting for large numbers of significant 
structures and were particularly useful in geographically extensive areas where significant 
historic resources were spread out among blocks of lesser quality buildings, or, conversely 
where there were large concentrations of resources of unusually high quality 
design/craftsmanship. 


In both cases the consultant was trying to record a variety of buildings to be discussed 
within the statement of architectural significance on the area forms. It would be too time 
consuming to complete these field forms for every single “starred” property on the base 
maps. A copy of the building recording form is included after the bibliography section of 
this report. These forms are on file with Ed Gordon, the lead consultant of the Allots- 
Brighten survey project. The number of quality historic resources in Allots-Brighten is 
high . The completed area forms will represent a starting point for the preparation of future 
National Register of Historic Places Historic Districts. 


The consultants completed data sheets for commercial centers. Other areas were 
represented by data sheets providing a range of addresses and construction dates. These 
area data sheets recorded the following: Historic Name of Resource, Address, Form/Style, 
Material, Apron. Date, and Area Name and Area Form # . Area data sheets are useful in the 
case of commercial districts to provide a sense of the limits of the survey area and to get a 
sense of original usage via the historic name of the resource. In areas with a long 
development history over time, a district data sheet can pin point the location of resources 
dating from the formative, middle and later periods of development. 


Maps 


Survey boundaries were drawn on both large scale BC baseman and on more detailed 
BRA Assessors Maps. The latter maps show very detailed, lot by lot and building by 
building-with addresses in most cases. As previously mentioned, properties worthy of an 
MHO survey form were starred (*).The BRA Assessors Maps were used as working maps 
during Phase I (the asterisk maps). Additionally, BRA Maps were used for the purposes of 
area data sheets because they indicate street addresses. The large scale BC maps which do 
not indicate lot and building outlines or addresses were utilized for survey base maps. 


Approach to Research 


Despite the invaluable, detailed history and dissertation by historian William P. Machione, 
Allston -Brighton is a Boston neighborhood that has not been extensively studied. The 
BLC Allston -Brighten survey of the late 1970's provides some basic information 
regarding the identification of architects and builders but is for the most part sketchy in 
regard to original owner identification and the role a particular building, owner, 
organization, etc. played in the development of Allston-Brighton.The consultants relied 
heavily on information gleaned from maps, atlases, plans, old photographs etc. 
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Photographic collections at S.P.N.E.A., the Boston Athenaeum and the Bostonian Society 
were consulted. William P. Marchione very generously shared many deed plans and other 
documents from the files of the Brighton Historical Society. 


A.Listed below is a list of resources that were consulted for all of the areas. 


1. Sequence of maps/atlases for Allston-Brighton from the early 19th century to the early 
20th century. 


2. Street Listings book compiled by the city c.1910 (Boston Street Laying-out Dept.) 
which gives dates for when streets were set out and occasionally other comments on a 
particular street’s development, derivation of its name, etc. 


3. Boston Business Directories -1875-1945. 


B. Listed below are resources consulted on an area by areabasis: 


1. Boston Building Department “jackets” for construction date, architect, builder, 
information (begins around 1875)-particularly helpful in the identification of apartment 
buildings. 


2.County Plan Indexes and Books for a better understanding of street development-these 
plans often show estate houses before they were moved or taken down, early subdivision 
lines, outlines of the first houses on a street etc.-this is time consuming and will only be 
completed for areas where very little is known about early development. 


3. BPL Fine Arts Dept. Files on Boston architects and buildings. 


Methodology Statement: 


Since Allston-Brighton's development, to a great degree post-dates 1900, City of Boston 
Building Department information was extensively utilized to date buildings and identify 
architects, builders and original owners. Business Directories were within reason, to 
identify apartment building residents, in order to get a "snap shot" view of persons living 
in a particular building overtime. William P. Marchione's definitive history The Bull in the 
Garden, A History of Allston-Brightonwas extensively mined for information about 
particular areas in the Colonial Period as well as for biographical information, building 
construction dates, etc. To a certain extent, his was a survey that relied on well- 
documented histories of churches, hospitals, banks, social clubs etc. to provide the 
substance of the historical narrative “write - ups”. We have assembled readily available 
research materials that could be expeditiously gleaned for the sources of information 
necessary to adequately address the salient details of development in order to fulfill the 
Historical Narrative sections of the forms. A more detailed picture of these areas will 
emerge when National Register Historic District nominations are researched and written for 
these areas. 
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Among the consultant's goals were to: 1) place Allston-Brighton structures within the 
larger context of development of "near suburbs" west of Boston during the late 19th- and- 
early -20th centuries, focusing on the transportation-related watersheds inherent in this kind 
of development , 2) effectively evaluate the architectural merits of apartment complexes that 
have received too little attention in the past from architectural historians and 3) discuss the 
distinctive aspects of terrain in shaping the development of neighborhoods , 4) effectively 
describe Allston-Brighton's many architecturally noteworthy single and two family Queen 
Anne, Shingle, Colonial Revival and Craftsman style houses and 5) find out more about 
original and later owners beyond identification by occupation. 


Repositories for the Allston-Brighton Survey documentation 


The completed survey documentation, including forms, base map and final report for the 
Allston-Brighton Survey are located at: 


1) The Boston Landmarks Commission, Department of the Environment, Boston City 
Hall, One City Hall Plaza, Boston, MA. Contact person : Maura Fitzpatrick, Asst. Director 
of Survey and Planning, Boston Landmarks Commission. 


2) The Massachusetts Historical Commission, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, 
Massachusetts 02150. Contact person: Kathy Broomer. 


3) Boston Public Library, Fine Arts Department, 666 Boylston Street, Boston, MA 02115 
Contact person: Janice Chadbourne. 
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Allston-Brighton Cultural Resources Survey 
Recommendations for Allston-Brighton Areas 


The recommendations are divided into two parts: those recommended for both National Register 
and Landmark Districts, and those recommended for both National Register and Architectural 
Conservation Districts. For boundaries of districts please see attached maps. 


National Register and Boston Landmarks Districts-Areas 


Aberdeen (Area KE) 


Qualifies as an area with the most substantial and elaborate residences in Allston-Brighton as well 
as some of the finest examples of Medieval Revival style architecture in the city of Boston. Laid - 
out between 1890 and 1910 by the Aberdeen Land Company, the area actually extended westward 
across Commonwealth Avenue as far as Foster street but for the purposes of this survey, will be 
confined to the east side of the avenue. This area is a remarkable late 19th century romantic 
suburban development with streets eschewing the traditional grid pattern for a a system of winding 
ways which respect the land’s natural contours. Streets in this area bear Anglo-Scottish names 
such as Lanark, Sutherland,Selkirk, Kinross, Orkney, Strathmore, Radnor,Windsor,and 
Warwick, among others. The large, unusually ornate Queen Anne, Shingle Style and Jacobethan 
residences of this area were built for families of professional men who commuted to work via 
Henry Whitney’s West End Street Railway which was set over Beacon Street, Brookline in 1887. 
Architectural highlights of this area include: the Queen Anne/Shingle/Colonial Revival house at 
131 Kilsyth Road, built c. 1895 for real estate developer Frederick O. Woodruff; the 1899 
Shingle style house at 45 Lanark Road built for wholesale fancy goods dealer Horace Partridge 
and the G.A. Mitchell-designed Queen Anne/ Shingle style residence at 14 Selkirk Road built 
during the early 1900s for artist Charles A. Walker. Additionally, this area encompasses a 
noteworthy concentration of apartment building bordering and near Commonwealth Avenue, most 
notably the exuberant Jacobethan and Spanish Colonial Revival apartments designed by J.A. 
Halloran at1714 to 1742 Commonwealth Avenue in 1914.This area satisfies criteria A and 
C of the National Register of Historic Places.This area satisfies criteria A and C of the National 
Register of Historic Places. 


Brainerd -Commonwealth (Area KK) 


During the course of this survey, every effort has made to place the streetscapes of 
Commonwealth Avenue in Allston-Brighton within protective areas. Although the Frederick Law 
Olmsted-designed Commonwealth Avenue’s landscaping has been compromised by the 
introduction of the electric streetcar and in some cases a total disregard for original roadway 
configurations shown in plans of the mid-1880s, the apartment and handful of single and two 
family homes bordering this remarkable thoroughfare, nevertheless constitute memorable 
streetscapes. Commonwealth Avenue’s buildings date from the early 1900s to the 1940s. The 
apartments in the Brainerd -Commonwealth Avenue area tend to document apartment housing 
dating from the earlier end of this spectrum. Noteworthy examples of this type include the stucco- 
covered Spanish Colonial commercial/residential block at 1212 -1222 Commonwealth 
Avenue built in 1909 from designs provided by Hurd and Gore; the row house -scale, Georgian 
Revival apartments at 1284 to 1294 Commonwealth Avenue ; also dating to 1909 and the 
the Beaux Arts 1298 -1302 Commonwealth Avenue designed by Frederick A. Norcross in 
1913. Additionally, Brainerd Roads south side is lined with solid single and two-family Queen 
Anne houses with open porches, street facing gables and in several cases, corner towers. 
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Built during the first decade of the twentieth century, good examples of Brainerd Road middle- 
class housing include 26 and 28 Brainerd Road as well as the group of houses at 34 to 42 
Brainerd Road. This area satisfies criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 


Brighton Center Commercial (Area JU) 


This is a linear area bordering Washington Street between Cambridge and Foster streets is 
considered eligible as the most historic area within Allston -Brighton, serving as the focus of the 
religious, municipal and commercial life of the community since the 1744 construction of the 
meeting house at Market and Washington street. During the first quarter of the 19th 
century,Brighton Center came into its own as the most important cattle market in New England. 
This area satisfies criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.Architecturally- 
distinguished, highly visible landmarks in the area includes the 1890s Washington Building at 
365 Washington Street, corner of Market Street and the Classical Revival/Colonial Revival 
Brighton Congregational Church (1921) at404 Washington Street which is dominated 
by a pedimented portico with monumental Tuscan columns and a tall, multi-stage steeple.Providing 
a memorable introduction to the Brighton Center Commercial area,at its eastern end, is the 
Brighton Police Station,at 301 Washington Street, a handsome example of the Georgian 
Revival style, designed by Edmund March Wheelwright in 1894. The oldest building in the area is 
the wooden, Greek Revival building at 356 - 360 Washington Street which was built prior to 
1835 as an exhibition hall for the Brighton Fair and Cattle Show. Originally located on the site of 
the Winship School on Dighton Street, this structure was moved to its present location in 1844 
when it was adapted for reuse as the Eastern Market Hotel. Important commercial blocks surviving 
from the late 19th and early 20th century include the red brick Warren Building at 335 
Washington Street , built in 1879 by Brighton’s politically prominent Warren family, the 
Queen Anne Nagle Building (1892) at 300-310 Washington Street and the more modern, c. 
1920s Tapestry Brick commercial block at 311-313 Washington Street.This area satisfies 
criteria A and C of the National register of Historic Places.wooden Federal style buildings survive 
in this area as well, including the c. 1790s Samuel Jackson House at 81 Chestnut Hill 
Avenue. During the early years of this century, this house was occupied by William Henry 
Jackson, the City Engineer of Boston and supervising engineer of the Longfellow and Harvard 
Bridges which link Boston with Cambridge. The Greek Revival house at 112 Academy Hill 
Road was the home of U.S. Congressman William Wirt Warren during the second half of the 
19th century. The c. 1860s Italianate house at 59 Chestnut Hill Avenue was the home of 
Joshua Sears Duncklee, Chairman of the Boston Board of Assessors during the 1890s. This area 
satisfies criteria A a end C of the National Register of Historic Places. 


Cleveland Circle -Englewood (Area KD ) 


Qualifies as an area with a particularly handsome streetscape bordering the Frederick Law 
Olmsted-planned Commonwealth Avenue . The Cleveland Circle/Englewood area is bordered on 
three sides by Olmsted’s Chestnut Hill Loop of boulevards which was conceived in 1884 . This 
area’s mid-1880s to 1930 development was shaped by transportation improvements such as the 
introduction of electric streetcars to Beacon Street, Brookline in 1887 and Commonwealth Avenue 
in 1909. In terms of housing, this area boasts large Queen Anne, Shingle and Colonial Revival 
residences as well as large apartment complexes noteworthy for designs with references to the 
Classical, Renaissance and Georgian Revival styles. 
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Among the first homeowners attracted to this area in the 1890s were Frank S. Krogman, roofer, 
who owned the brick Queen Anne residence at 89 Englewood Avenue, William H. Potter, 
dentist who lived in the Queen Anne/Shingle style house at 19 Braemore Road and Francis F. 
Morton, “contractor for buildings of every kind” , who undoubtedly built the handsome wooden 
Georgia Revival house at 126 Englewood Avenue. One of the things that sets apartment 
buildings bordering western Commonwealth Avenue apart from those further to the east are the 
deeper setbacks which allowed for ample lawns. Particularly noteworthy in this regard is 1840 to 
1846 Commonwealth Avenue with its succession of polygonal bays projecting into 
landscaped, hedge bordered front yards.This area meets criteria A and C of the National Register 
of Historic Places. 


Commonwealth-Ransom Area (Area KC) 


Qualifies as a key component in the Commonwealth Avenue streetscape. Although Frederick Law 
Olmsted’s original plans for this boulevard have been compromised over time by the introduction 
of the electric street railway in 1909 and considerable liberties taken with his original design 
intentions, this avenue , nevertheless, remains architecturally intact from its intensive, World War 
I era development. Situated on the northwest side of Commonwealth Avenue between Washington 
Street and Leamington Road, this area affords spectacular views of Boston. The Commonwealth 
Avenue/Ransom Road area occupies part of the top of Corey Hill, an eminence that straddles the 
Boston/Brookline line. This area ranks among Boston’s major c. 1900 to 1930 apartment house 
quarters, along with the East and West Fens in Boston and the Grove Hall section of Roxbury. 
Represented within this area are apartment buildings designed by Desmond and Lord at 
1705/1707 Commonwealth Avenue (1916) and Silverman, Brown and Heenan at 1625- 
1645 Commonwealth Avenue (1925).This area satisfies criteria A and C of the National 
Register of Historic Place 


Faneuil - Florence Crittendon (Area KC) 


The former Faneuil estate is the most extensive, track of undeveloped wooded land remaining in 
this densely settled section of western Brighton.This six- acre tract is of major historical 
significance as the nucleus of the 70- acre Benjamin Faneuil estate. Still extant on the premises is a 
gambrel roofed cottage at 351 Faneuil Street , built between the Faneuil’s purchase of this land 
in 1760 and the commencement of the American Revolution in 1775. Benjamin Faneuil was a 
merchant and one of the richest men in Massachusetts. His brother, Peter Faneuil funded the 
construction of Faneuil Hall at Dock Square, Boston in 1743. General George Washington and his 
military aides visited the Faneuil estate during the summer of 1775. Following a succession of 
well-to-do owners during the 19th and early 20th centuries, the estate was sold to the Florence 
Crittendon League during the early 1920s with construction of a Y-shaped maternity home and 
hospital constructed in 1925 by architect Harold Field Kellog. The Crittendon-Hastings Clinic has 
operated as a day clinic since 1970 providing single mothers with programs pertaining to 
parenthood. Founded in 1824, the Florence Crittendon League of Compassion came to the aid of 
unmarried mothers at a time when their plight was viewed with scorn by most Americans.This 
clinic is part of Boston’s remarkable legacy within the realm of social services directed toward 
improving the lives of society’s less fortunate; a legacy that includes Samuel Gridley Howe’s 
educational work with the blind at the Perkins Institute and Dorothea Dix’s pioneering efforts to 
improve living conditions for the insane. This area meets criteria A and C of the National Register 
of Historic Places. 
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Glenville -Commonwealth Area (Area KL ) 


Qualifies as architecturally significant component within Commonwealth Avenue’s remarkably 
intact Allston-Brighton streetscape. Although Olmsted’s landscape plans for his great “boulevard” 
in Allston-Brighton were never completely realized, the apartment buildings lining this 
thoroughfare and bordering its side streets constitute the largest apartment house district in 
Boston. The Commonwealth Avenue edge of this area is unusually sinuous, resulting in a 
heightened visual impact ; the sweeping, profusely ornamented masonry “wall” of apartment 
buildings of Commonwealth Avenue’s northern edge, between Harvard Avenue and Washington 
Street constitutes one of the great segments of this thoroughfare. This area has significant historical 
associations with Allston’s Jewish community which began to settle here after the introduction of 
the electric streetcar railway to Commonwealth Avenue in 1909. These middle class Jews left the 
tenements of their parents in the North, West and South Ends during the 1910s and 1920s to live 
in the comfortable and modern apartments of Allston- Brighton. 


Some of Commonwealth Avenue’s earliest apartment buildings are located within this area 
including: the James Murray-designed apartments at 1283-1289 Commonwealth Avenue 
(1899) and the Georgian revival apartment buildings at 1375 -1377 Commonwealth Avenue 
(c. 1900). 


Built in 1911 from designs provided by architect John C. Spofford, the former Hotel Princeton 
at 1277 Commonwealth Avenue is significant as an unusually handsome example of the 
Italian Renaissance Revival style.Newspaper accounts of this hotel’s grand opening describe an 
interior containing 48 suites and lavishly appointed entertaining rooms;original marble floors and 
Mahogany paneled walls are still in evidence in the outer lobby. 


Additionally, the Allston Congregational Church at 41 Quint Avenue was built in 1890 in 
the “Norman” style by Eugene Clark. This stone, towered church was built with ledge stone 
quarried on site. Its interior is essentially unspoiled, characterized by handsome woodwork, 
lincrusta wall coverings and original brass Colonial Revival chandeliers and sconces.The side 
partition walls of the sanctuary slide upwards in order to accommodate large numbers of 
worshipers.This area satisfies criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 


Hano Street (Area KM_) 


Qualifies as interesting enclave of modest wooden Queen Anne row houses developed in 1891 by 
Allston book manufacturer and real estate magnate Samuel Hano. These dwellings provided 
inexpensive housing to Irish and Jewish immigrants who worked as laborers, chauffeurs, 
salesmen and other occupations. 
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Harvard Business School-Athletic Facilities (Area JL ) 


Considered eligible as area encompassing the 1926 McKim Mead and White-designed Harvard 
Business School Campus. The buildings of the Harvard Business School represent a 
continuation of the Georgian Revival style that is the predominant architectural mode for the 
University’s buildings north of the Charles River. The buildings of the Harvard Athletic Facilities, 
on the west side of North Beacon Street date from 1899 to recent years and include the Newell 
Boat House(1899) on Soldiers Field Road, designed by Robert Peabody of Peabody and 
Stearns. Harvard Stadium, at North Beacon Street, dominates the athletic facilities sub area 
by the enormity of its concrete form. Designed by Charles Follen Mc Kim, Daniel Burnham and 
George Bruno de Gersdorff of Mc Kim, Mead and White in 1902-1903, Harvard Stadium was the 
largest ferroconcrete structure in the world at the time of its completion. Additionally, the athletic 
facilities include Briggs Cage (1926-1927) on Soldiers Field Road which was built in 1926- 
1927 from designs provided by Guy Lowell, architect of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts and 
Dillon Field House(1931), on Soldiers Field Road, designed by ,Coolidge, Shepley, 
Bulfinch and Abbot 


Leamington-Commonwealth Area (Area KB ) 


Considered eligible as unusual component of the historic Commonwealth Avenue streetscape. In 
contrast to the more typical three- to- five-story apartments bordering this thoroughfare, this 
segment of Commonwealth Avenue is characterized by modestly scaled , two-story red brick 
Georgian Revival row houses. Designed by Boston engineer A.S.N. Estes and built in 1909, these 
houses form a unique oval configuration of three groups of row houses , including 1723 to 

1767 Commonwealth Avenue, 10-48 Leamington Road and 1-21 Wallingford Road. 
Additionally, this area encompasses several substantial early 20th century residences bordering the 
southwest side of Wallingford Road and the northeast side of Leamington, most notably 9 and 
63 Leamington Road, both dating to 1903, designed by Boston architects Mc Lean and Wright 
and built by Harvey C. Brown of Roslindale, MA.This area satisfies criteria A and C of the 
National Register of Historic Places. 


Mount Hood- Corey Area _( Area KB ) 


Meets Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places as a small but unusually rich 
area of well-designed, early 20th- century apartment buildings; commodious Queen Anne, Shingle 
Style , Colonial Revival and Craftsman residences; and, above all, three interesting examples of 
houses constructed entirely of locally quarried ledge stone. Making a strong visual contribution to 
the Commonwealth Avenue streetscape via its Art Deco design is the Scherman and Brown - 
designed tan brick apartment building at 1662 to 1666 Commonwealth Avenue. Apartments 
numbered 7-19 Mount Hood Road(1910-1915) and 23-35 Mount Hood Road (1917- 
1924) exhibit felicitous Renaissance Revival and Georgian Revival designs, respectively. 
Cummings and Corey Roads possess a choice collection of early 20th- century residences 
including the Colonial Revival house at 36 Cummings Road that was designed by and for the 
architect and builder E. Little Rogers and the Craftsman/Tapestry brick house at6 Cummings 
Road designed by Harry M. Ramsay for Boston real estate developer Jacob Shapiro.Particularly 
noteworthy in this area are the three substantial houses constructed of ledge stone at 1642 
Commonwealth Avenue, and 4 and 6 Corey Roads. 
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The most spectacular of these stone houses is the c. late 1890s 1642 Commonwealth Avenue 
which was built for prominent Brighton cattle dealer William Munroe from designs provided by 
Harry M. Ramsey. Additionally, this area includes the Harriet E. Baldwin School at 121 
Corey Road which which is a solid, well-rendered example of a mid 1920s Tudor Revival 
Boston Public Schools building.This area satisfies criteria A and C of the National Register of 
Historic Places. 


Oak Square-Hunnewell Hill (KF ) 


Encompasses the architecturally significant municipal and institutional buildings on or near Oak 
Square as well as a splendid collection of large late 19th /early 20th Italianate/Mansard, Queen 
Anne , Shingle Style and Spanish Colonial Revival residences atop Hunnewell Hill. Although the 
Great White Oak Tree (at one time the largest tree in Massachusetts), the early 19th century Oak 
Square School and Breck’s Nursery are no longer extant , several significant properties recall Oak 
Square’s heyday during the late 19th to the early 20th century: the 1890s Oak Square School at 
35 Nonantum Street, an elegant wooden, cupola- topped building designed by city of Boston 
architect Edmund March Wheelwright, the Maginnis and Walsh-designed Oak Square Fire 
Station (Engine Co. 51) at 451 Faneuil Street (1913) and the Faneuil Branch Public 
Library (1931-1932) at Faneuil and Bigelow streets.Prominently sited near the top of Hunnewell 
Hill, is the Our Lady of the Presentation Roman Catholic Church at 676 Washington 
Street. Built from 1913 to 1921,this Gothic Revival church was dedicated by Cardinal 
O’Connell. Lining Washington Street, on either side of the church, are several mansion scale 
houses including the commodious, 1890s Queen Anne houses of insurance company executive 
Charles M. Tillinghast and the John Quincy Adams Whittemore house at 664 and 724 
Washington Street. The latter house, designed by the important suburban residential architect 
J. Merrill Brown, straddles the Boston/Newton line and ranks among the most ornate examples of 
the Queen Anne style in Boston.This area meets criteria A and C of the National Register of 
Historic Places. 


St. Columbkille’s (Area JT_) 


Qualifies as architecturally and historically significant node of ecclesiastical buildings just to the 
north of Brighton Center. Founded in 1855, St. Columbkille’s Church at 321 Market 
Street is the oldest and largest Roman Catholic Church in Allston-Brighton. Built between 1871 
and 1880, this church was designed by “Mr. O’Connor”. Constructed of granite trimmed with 
yellow sandstone, the church is a fine example of the Victorian Gothic Style. Its tower was added 
later, losing its Byzantine Revival dome in 1968. St. Columbkille’s has significant historical 
associations with Allston-Brighton’s mid 19th century Irish community. Irish immigrants began 
settling at Brighton Center, union Square and other sections of the town as early as the 
1840s.Located behind the church, to the west, is the red brick, Georgian Revival St. 
Columbkille’s School at 25 Arlington Street, built in 1900-1901 from designs by Franz 
Joseph Untersee,perhaps best known as the architect of the Mission Church’s towers in Roxbury. 
Another St. Columbkille’s building designed by Franz Joseph Untersee is the former Parish 
Hall or “Institute” which was conceived by Mr. Untersee as early as 1916 but not completed 
after World War I, in 1919. 


Page: 11 


maay A lapse >. SROt NCR! ote) goal? 22 aonvoll ono cent to WaieoBIoSge Be 
d bobiveng atmiesb pao sould iy woleub sittes conten PONISI wt tind anw é 
Si &  tondae niwinge SS jobrvelé als zabothot oon ect .eiaanoiibbA younanl Me 
icuvees yobul 4jCP | bur 4 OTE heveatirest-liow flo? & 2 nordw dou ib 

a ruaiond! tenon atl 10-0 bas A shsine aslavor Arie ett gnibliad sloornse sity 


sani 9 


(A) uel Mawenikicg 


inf suar vo ma xenibliad lepotusitent bas lagraumin ‘estan yait yilesioosom off! 2 

rao) britetd ché\sjacsilah MOS vias dt@) oll agit! Toumrselios binnskge & a Neva @ 
sli dort. UA Hewontat dom egonatie- lavtvor Is: yineles > Avinan? bas sivi4 sigan 
le) yours eT (fas 4 of) .Litoguriosa2t Mi. ah oon Jeogee! er) Stet) i160 36) amt da0 


) tleney 2oireortt Ines tianie ifjevee. Maine ISyQ00 4 on ae wort. doondl bin bootie 
onpe 94 pe ve 2OOR) add nities Oe vise off ar vO! sinl ocd grith yabyores 
o7204 to Vio Fa BD nt ash turinlindg bangol -sogus .AaboOwW InL_sI9 fis , bow pee a 
4 syaup p ae) ba bars Helo bie simoea at) adgowlsedW dow beans Tt: 
ut doner Keane? sd bos (C101) teow, esata ebm (fe «2 SeReeeEe 
it & ces i wesc bate vildonnnolt.eio rhe wolsgst bre lineal ts (St Ci- -4E@! 


vouidesW ON) svi) stoma Hamer nolinwixesT ait to vbet’ ae: 
[ yas ONC! @ it 1 SGT of ELRL same Me 


lanibin’> va belawibeab asw Mod lavivon 
= aa 
Gy ere ti® IISVEs i oe sbie Warts fo Jose. | ait lan ve intra] at 
: AG - ~~ 
(uOOs2 VEINS SSRI 1 GosAuOG antA seul) AEST al ing ee silt grite . oe 


Lee twice fat i, evo giocianniW wtabA vonie miot oc bis ke dont Ma 
“ie S) (TRTT i hse Sept Tt tht {i barrie! uinin ta iyi! “1 jean ; t 
GAR sno tea od) eterak 2ane baG 900 1 wa\woleod ot zslbiente work 

4e exiqadt innate edt ie-2 ons A anette aissta soe etT najeodl ni viv ona, , 


elt of tauy eurruliud Insoieniesioos to sbor Ne f spinon fe 


tutsatd if wavndt) eallltdmmtie) 34 .ccél oa 
vscwied Hind womigina-motallA, st if: rw nfloie.D 


ee 
v 


Grey Dbeaniir Des to betoupeneD .“yoannQ'O 
sobbe anw sawos etl .alvig NOW saroriv 13 oleate 
iol insoltingie eat’ afloklauloD 12 Beet aise . 

na god aleurone 4 wel isnsreanrsic duitt rusia aver 
od? 28 yians en awed st) To angiiose wae brs su 

12 leviveR oelmiood and ber ott at aw dare aor 

aneerh YO i angiesh ait 1OC1-OOR! ni ivd teste motgnkhea sogigen } 
agro ai erayral. +n aoteciM od to Relkine adi as NWONd Sead @ sehen 
deat ysort0! ort ai somatnl! dqsaol smal yd hoagiasd goibliud 2 sitar 


batalamos ton md OLCT 2g vba as sseiaU IM yd bovisones 1s doidw "ues 
CT a 


+t 


» ; - : 7 a 
: 7 ¢ ; +) t, : 7 _ 
ee” eA a | ee 


rine 










































The Institute was the home of the Brighton Ladies’ Charitable Union, an organization that 
performed good works on behalf of the community’s less fortunate, including sponsorship of the 
Visiting Nurse Service in Allston-Brighton. This complex also encompasses the Sisters of St. 
Joseph Convent at 320 Market Street, built in 1923-1924 and the Rectory which was 
completed in 1938, next door to St. Columbkille’s Church, to the north.This area meets criteria A 
and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 


St. John’s Seminary (Area JW ) 


St. John’s Seminary ranks among the most architecturally significant institutional complexes in 
the Boston area It is akey component within Allston-Brighton’s fine collection of 19th and 20th 
century ecclesiastical buildings which constitute a “little Rome” in Boston. The main seminary 
building, also called Theology House at 127 Lake Street was constructed between 1881 and 
1884 from designs provided by the South Boston-based architect J. H. Besarick. Situated on 50 
acres of wooded land, the St. John’s campus retains the ambiance of the 19th century Stanwood 
estate that preceded the seminary. Constructed of dark pudding stone quarried on the site and 
designed in a Norman Chateauesque style, St. John’s main, twin-towered building was modeled 
on the Seminary of St. Sulpice in Paris; Sulpician priests formed the first faculty charged with 
training priests.In addition to the main building , this campus encompasses a magnificent 
Romanesque-style Chapel that was built in 1898-1899 from designs provided by Maginnis, 
Walsh and Sullivan.The murals of the chapel’s walls and ceiling were painted by the Italian artist 
Gonippo Raggi in 1908-1909. St. John’s campus also includes a Georgian Revival Gymnasium 
designed by Maurice P. Meade in 1938, the Gothic Revival Tomb of Cardinal O’Connell, 
the Georgian Revival, yellow brick and pudding stone-constructed St. Williams Hall at 37 
Lake Street, designed by Maginnis and Walsh in 1937 and the Desmond and Lord -designed 
Renaissance Revival Clergy Personnel and Tribunal Building and the Maginnis and Walsh 
-designed Cardinal’s Residence as well as St. Clement's Hall (1940) on the Foster Street 
side of the campus. This area meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.- 


Summit-Kelton Area (Area KY ) 


Considered eligible for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places and to status as a 
Boston Landmark district by virtue of its impressive Commonwealth Avenue streetscape of early 
20th century apartment buildings; this area is a key component within the larger context of the 
apartment quarters bordering and adjacent to this Frederick Law Olmsted-designed thoroughfare. 
Allston-Brighton’s Commonwealth Avenue apartment houses comprise the largest area of 
masonry apartment buildings in Boston, surpassing the East and West Fens, Grove Hall and other 
Boston neighborhoods.Much of this area’s special appeal lies in its memorable marriage of large 
apartments with the steep terrain of Corey Hill and the panoramic views of Boston from the top of 
this eminence. Perhaps the most impressive apartment complexes area , in terms of large scale , 
effective massing of polygonal bays and well-rendered Classical and Renaissance Revival 
apartments are the Scotfield Apartments (1910s) at 1368-1384 Commonwealth 
Avenue. Additionally, this area encompasses architecturally significant single family Queen 
Anne, Craftsman as well as the Colonial Revival,and Spanish Colonial Revival. 


Page: 12 










































Ht ooUaxionsso As ae aed eaibsd conga Gdr Io senod orl dew Siulian 
sit io cidsidunene anthelonl alanghot api ¢ 4 viiriwouros oft to lated no ehow boog beanor 
ie ks orstll? orks ppezeqnioene otlp saiqaiw at! noiighl-noswaiA at yore oe sew ¥ 
aw iowiw pst oe 2 st bins ERDF] nb TEL owe fauliell OCF 1 toeveeD 
3 soot aoe watT 2hion ode. at tad’) #allhideacitoD 12 of toob tron SCeF at 
2aog!4 Shovel Yo wtaigesl ignoite sdf te 


(V7 eA) visa 


5 : we a? 
CSICUHID OUR Teta yO Tien O11) QE TT AA rinnknied a 


iC bre Ate! Io enuandtios anit vos -noriiA aieiiw inenognies yaa # a 1 sourvael 
nueauns: tise So aeteokl of “ors vinil” @ siezitedo> roulw agetbliod lnolemesiod 
92) noowtet bvgurtanna nw ieee oded. VET is } BeOS i recfoadT betiss oale a 
io beta? soinesd 4 A toetiiow beand-nektaol tivo? adi yd Debrvong anyteah sine 
joowns2 vue det ott te soneiiere orld anbkeros cage e niot Je - oi) Dri! 4 
tc otie od noe belt stole yathbue sheb to tistortanoD .yinaintee oc} Dobe 


oe oso “oibhed eral omer 2 rin A 2 AvGl2 SupPZouss ad > w a he 


» bow iluest!l darel only borrrie' e1aoiny | cine hed mi sotqlee J© To vue 
ngottinrgna ACARI WANN. HON nit, qehewe wate Dit! 0) nobibihe olatest 3 
vinta ly phiryon araieen matt {V6 ! 40 Ht i lind aew tect isqan ) olyse ; 
rn vatigit oft ed baat nw yates fora ailew #’ lemme) ac) Jo eleuse oft xo ia Oi 
ieanity  levived merge) & petal oe: ons clips a'ndiot se 2021-8001 ae tas 
Henne oC? Lantice’? to dtooT levivall cidte O sad) SECT mn obaett: .%1 sors, od 
“s se flehi poral? J2 botowrienoo-onold gnibbhug bp dor wollsy Javivadl a i278 
; ol bas haomestt ors bow TERT ai dzieW bee eimigedl yo b: siraiesd 


hee ciuigal of? bom gaiblivd lenadinT baa leamor Er gral? is vival & 
: f) tie e'iuelD 22 2k low ee sonebiees » hana be 
7 2nolalH to seiaigeM lenoneW ot) to 2 brie A stratt eisamt osu anit 2bqgniags 


ee eae 


‘es str 01 bate esantl ohoteiti lo Rieiged lancna ond enkrediancer sat i iis bom 
hes in somueineie suoevs iiicswoomnmel aa wrt 238 » ay a 
fiz 4) IF. Pe Toes ee! hd ew lasnocnTyigg vt AG #1 S915 Wich pe ‘ sa 
santiovoowel! Doewereet-feetes JO vip 435i wierd aut oF iiSoRe af ah ars mie 
yet ‘ort rn HeeUOTT NONI Las Se ets 
sic bee eH evorr) anet toW ban. Jead alt gal lean sete 
coal to ogra Sidmoutant 257 aj aol leaqqs taasge Rane ean 
lo not adr mont pateodl to awoty cautensq tt bas His yond 26 asa 
sipu2e o9tel 1p ane! ab, ele 202 saat INMTTIAGE Seraeenrntd Seon an a 





oe a 
eae ae 


munmh 29 


lc vive hh sunsvainne® tn faoivzesl) hobast-ilew bre aged bse ws 
HAsevnemio.) S8CL-BoLL ie (MOLeT) pinsretragA bt 
sagt) ¢linui ta 2 incoitictuie yilewtemifows eoeenqeone 5a enh ‘lane 
ievivedt [einolo’> deinng2 bas isvivest leinoloD onl aa low warn 


Particularly noteworthy are the group of early 20th century houses on Commonwealth Terrace, 
perhaps most notably the 1910s 18 Commonwealth Terrace representing a particularly 
outstanding and relatively rare example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style in Boston.Also 
located within the boundaries of this area is the St. John of God Hospital complex at 296 
Allston Street which was opened to care for terminally ill patients in 1908.The hospital’ s 
buildings exhibit elements of the Georgian Revival and Craftsman styles. This area meets criteria A 
and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 


Upper Chestnut Hill -Evergreen (Area JX_) 


The Upper Chestnut /Evergreen Area contains the southwestern-most segment of Commonwealth 
Avenue in Allston-Brighton. The oldest man-made site in this areais Evergreen Cemetery, a 
rural garden cemetery set out in 1850 which is essentially a smaller version of Mount Auburn 
Cemetery in Cambridge.This cemetery is located on the south side of Commonwealth Avenue 
opposite the campus of St. John’s Seminary. Between the 1910s and 1940s, real estate developers 
capitalizing on this avenue’s proximity to extensive green space built some of the largest and most 
ornate apartment buildings ever constructed in the city of Boston. These apartment buildings 
replaced earlier, c. 1890s single- family housing, some of which survive, representing the western 
extent of the Aberdeen neighborhood. Located primarily on the east side of Commonwealth 
Avenue, the large houses of Aberdeen were built in response to the introduction of the electric 
street railway to nearby Beacon Street , Brookline in 1887.This area also encompasses two 
handsome public buildings including the 1890s stone Gothic Revival First Parish Unitarian 
Church at 189 Chestnut Hill Avenue and the Georgian Revival, early 20th century 
Alexander Hamilton Elementary School at 194 Strathmore Road.This area meets 
criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 


Warren - Washington Institutions Area (Area KG ) 


Qualifies as the largest , most densely built up area of architecturally and historically significant 
clusters of institutional buildings in the city. Situated on the site of an old quarry and the former 
Nevins estate, this area encompasses the Edmund March Wheelwright- designed William 
Howard Taft School of the 1890s at Warren and Cambridge Streets, the massive Brighton 
High School complex on the west side of Warren Street, built during the early 1930s in an 
austere rendition of the Gothic Revival style, the former Kennedy Memorial Hospital , now 
the Franciscan Children’s Hospital (late 1940s)which is a handsome yellow brick Italian 
Renaissance Revival linear configuration of structural components spread out along the east side of 
Warren Street. Evidently also dating to the 1940s is the Brighton Marine Hospital at 77 
Warren Street. The southeastern part of its campus includes a “village” of Georgian Revival 
brick buildings. Situated on the site of the old Nevins Estate , the Passionist Religious Society built 
St. Gabriel’s Monastery, a retreat house for Catholic laymen and a church in 1909-1911. St. 
Gabriel’s Monastery is the finest example of the Spanish Mission style in Boston.This area meets 
criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 
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National Register and Boston Landmarks Designation-Individual Properties 
Boston University School of Fine Arts (# 8066) 


Built in 1919 from designs provided by Arthur Bowditch, the Boston University School of Fine 
Arts was built to house the Noyes Buick Company show rooms and offices. This utilitarian 
structure with stylistic references to the Gothic Revival was a key component in the early 20th 
century “auto mile” of motor car companies and automotive services extending from Kenmore 
Square to Packards Corner in Allston. 


Commonwealth Armory (#8069) 


Qualifies as well-designed example of early 20th century armory building. Designed by James L. 
Mc Laughlin, a Boston architect responsible for the Charlestown Municipal Court House at City 
Square (1915) and other public buildings.This building was constructed at 925 Commonwealth 
Avenue in 1914-1915 by J.J. Prindiville, a South Framingham builder. Overtime this building 
has housed a military training facility, the Boston Flower Show and more recently as office space 
for Boston University.This property meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


David L. Barrett School ( # 8066) 


Qualifies as relatively rare Boston area example of an Art Deco public elementary school. Built in 
1931 at25 Travis Street from designs provided by architect George N. Jacobs, it was named 
in honor of Allston resident David L. Barrett who was was killed while serving with the United 
States Army in Europe during World War I.This area meets criteria A and C of the National 
Register of Historic Places. 


Hill Memorial Baptist Church (# 8067) 


Built in 1903 , The Hill Memorial Baptist Church at 279 North Harvard Street is an 
unusual example of an ecclesiastical building that combines elements of the Shingle and Late 
Gothic Revival styles. It is one of the very few wooden church structures in Allston-Brighton.This 
property meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places 


Thomas A. Edison Intermediate School (# 8070) 


Built the year after the great inventor died, The Thomas A. Edison School ranks among the 
finest Art Deco buildings in the City of Boston. Built in 1932 at 60 Glenmont Road, it was 
designed by the Boston architectural firm of Albright and Blaney.Particularly noteworthy are its 
well preserved, original brass out door lighting fixtures. This property meets criteria A and C of 
the National Register of Historic Places 


Institute of Contemporary Art (# 8063 ) Constructed between 1959-60, this modern Saltonstall 
and Morton-designed structure is situated in the Charles River Reservation. This glass, steel and 
brick structure contained the galleries of the ICA from 1960 to 1964. Its grounds were landscaped 
by Boston landscape architect Sidney Shurtcliff. 
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Paul Revere Pottery (# 8071) 


Qualifies as Bungalow/Craftsman style structure that housed the work and sales room of the Paul 
Revere Pottery operated by the Saturday Evening Girls with funding from Mrs. James Storrow. 
The Pottery was established to provide talented underprivileged immigrant girls with a means of 
broadening their intellectual, artistic and social horizons. Founded in the North End in 1909, the 
Pottery was established on Notting Hill, Brighton in 1909. 


Superintendent of the Speedway’s Office / MDC _ (#8064) 


Considered eligible as an architecturally significant Shingle style structure built to house the office 
of the Superintendent of the Speedway during the late 1890s. The Speedway was a race track 
located along the south side of the Charles River Reservation between the Elliot and Western 
Avenue bridges. 


National Register and Architectural Conservation Areas 
Allston Heights Area (Area KI ) 


Considered eligible as an area with an architecturally significant collection of late 19th century 
Queen Anne, Shingle Style and Colonial Revival houses. The section south of Cambridge Street, 
is of particular interest for its concentration of handsome Shingle Style and Queen Anne residences 
bordering the ledgy, wooded High Rock Way and the L-shaped path of Cambridge Terrace. 
The profusely ornamented, Queen Anne residence at 40 Gordon Street was the home of Rev. 
Thomas Silloway, a prolific mid-to-late 19th architect and ordained Unitarian minister who was 
responsible for the remodeling of the Universalist Church (now Syrian Orthodox) on Inman Street 
in Cambridge. This area meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places 


Brooks -Newton Area (Area JP ) 


The most interesting aspect of this area is the unusual development of early 1870s stone and brick 
Italianate Mansard houses on Newton Street. Encompassing 14 double houses which have been 
owned by families of modest means (job descriptions include chauffeur, laborer and “‘fire door 
hanger’), these houses were developed by George W. Gerrish and built by his son Hiram Gerrish 
and partner George Gibson; Gibson and Gerrish are said to have built a number of town houses in 
Boston’s Back Bay.The other component in this area is the linear residential development 
bordering Brooks Street which is characterized by solid, well-preserved Queen Anne houses with 
full length front porches and street-facing gables; a noteworthy exception to this rule is the towered 
Queen Anne house at 123 Brooks Street which was built in the 1890s and still overlooks an 
ample front lawn. Memorably addressing the southern entrance to Brooks Street is the large, 
Stebbins and Watkins-designed multi-family Colonial Revival wooden apartment building at 141- 
145 Brooks Street. This area meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 
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Brooksdale- Ranelegh Road Area (Area JQ ) 


Considered eligible for its unusually fine collection of stylish and substantial Queen Anne, Shingle 
Style and Colonial Revival houses, particularly along Brooksdale Road between Falkland 
Street and Ranelegh Road. Complex volumes, the contrasting textures of stone, stucco,wood 
shingle and clapboard materials as well as intact elements and ornamentation combine to form a 
remarkable hill top enclave of turn- of- the -century residences. Particularly noteworthy examples 
include: the robust, multi- family wooden Queen Anne house at 46 to 48 Brooksdale Road, 
built for lawyer Edward C. Randell c. 1905 , the George Parsons -designed Shingle Style house at 
50 Brooksdale Road built with “day labor” in 1901 and the handsome Colonial Revival, 
clapboard clad residence at 67 Brooksdale Road built for Myron W. Richardson, headmaster 
of “Girls Junior High School’. George Parsons, a local architect was responsible for the design of 
many Brooksdale Road house.This area meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Harvard Avenue Area _ (Area KN ) 


Qualifies as a linear, primarily retail area of one- and two -story commercial blocks dating from 
the World War I era. During the 1910s and 1920s Harvard Avenue experienced a dramatic change 
to its visual appearance. Once a thoroughfare lined with large houses on ample lots dotted with 
stables and other out buildings, Harvard Avenue became a prosperous commercial artery lined 
with Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival, Tapestry Brick and Craftsman Style commercial 
buildings.This area has significant historical associations with the Jewish, Irish and to a lesser 
extent, Italian families who rented apartments in the residential quarters on either side of Harvard 
Avenue. The introduction of the electric street railway in 1909, triggered a commercial as well as 
residential building boom.Noteworthy early 20th- century commercial blocks in this area include 
the red brick, Tudor Revival Prindiville Building at 143 -155 Brighton Avenue and the 
mid -1920s Gordon Building at 149 175 Harvard Avenue, built to house stores and the 
Allston Branch of the Boston Public Library. The northern part of this area features a noteworthy 
cluster of late 19th century commercial buildings and the Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge-designed 
Allston Depot at the intersection of Cambridge and Franklin Streets. The c. 1880 Chester 
Block at 379-381 Cambridge Street is a red brick, Queen Anne commercial and residential 
block which represents an example of the little known commercial work of Church architect Franz 
Joseph Untersee. This area also includes the c. 1880s Allston Methodist Church (now the Holy 
Resurrection Orthodox Church) at 62 Harvard Avenue, a modestly scale, stucco covered 
Gothic Revival church with a fine collection of stained glass windows.This area meets criteria A 
and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 
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Lake Street/Chandler’s Pond (Area JV) 


Lake Street is architecturally noteworthy for its handsome collection of late- 19th and early 20th- 
century suburban residences. Situated on the west side of Lake Street, its dignified Colonial 
Revival and Spanish Mission style houses descend a steep hill slope and overlook the wooded hills 
of St. John’s Seminary. Few neighborhoods in Boston can match this ideal, nearly rural setting. 
The oldest house on this street is the c.late 1850s Italianate, three-bay, double pile Malcolm 
Chandler House at 70 Lake Street. Built for local ice entrepreneur Malcolm Chandler, 
namesake of nearby Chandler’s Pond, this house is noteworthy for its crisply rendered cornice 
headed window lintels and extensive rear ells. This area also encompasses the shores of 
Chandler’s Pond , a man-made “lake” excavated by lawyer and horticulturalist William S. 
Strong in 1855.Additionally, the Italianate Brighton Poor House of 1861 survives at 45-47 
Undine Road while across the street, at20 Undine Road is an interesting remnant of the 
1890s Ellen N. Gifford Shelter for Animals: a long, low one-story brick kennel with a 
distinctive stepped east gable.This area meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Packard’s Corner (Area KO) 


Qualifies as area containing important Commonwealth Avenue streetscapes composed of 
architecturally significant c. 1900 to 1920 apartment buildings. Additionally, this area is significant 
as a major focus for the “motor car” industry during the early 20th century. Still extant is the 
Packard’s Building at 1079-1089 Commonwealth Avenue which was built to house 
Massachusetts Governor Alvan Fuller’s Packard Motor Car Company from designs provided 
by Albert Kahn in several stages between 1909 and 1930. Additionally, St. Luke’s and St. 
Margaret’s Episcopal Church at 46 Brighton Avenue is noteworthy for its charming 
Jacobethan Revival design and fine collection of stained glass, including windows by Tiffany 
Frank Allen was the architect of its original rectory and chapel (1894, now a parish hall) while 
Berry and Davidson built the present church in 1913. Several early groups of apartment buildings 
built c. 1900 to 1910 are still extant within the boundaries of this area and include red brick bow 
front buildings at 57-59 Brighton Avenue (designed by Gay and Proctor), 61-67 and 71- 
77 Brighton Avenue which were designed by Frederick A. Norcross.This area meets criteria A 
and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 


St. Anthony’s (Area JM) 


St Anthony’s represents one of the most layered of Allston -Brighton’s neighborhoods in terms of 
periods of development over time. The major architectural treasures of this area include the church, 
rectory, school and convent of St. Anthony of Padua Roman Catholic School (at 
37,49,59 and 69 Holton Street, respectively) and the early 20th century Georgian Revival 
Thomas Gardner School at 20 Athol Street. The Romanesque Revival St. Anthony’s 
was built in 1895 from designs provided by Franz Joseph Untersee, architect of St. Columbkille’s 
School (1901) and the Chester Block (c. 1880) at Franklin and Cambridge Streets. The 
development of this area is bracketed by the laying out of Western Avenue, at the northern edge of 
this area during the mid 1820s and World War I. Further research may identify housing from the 
1820s and 
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1830s but the first wave of intensive house construction appears to date to the 1840s and 1850s. 
Good examples of this early development include the side hall plan Greek Revival William H. 
Rice farm house at 205 Everett Street and the double Italianate dwelling at 15-17 Athol 
Street. A second, post- Civil War wave of construction resulted in several Italianate-Mansard 
houses, including the discrete development of mansard cottages at 3-9 and 4-14 Westford 
Street (early 1870s). One of the most unusual row house developments in Boston are Panel 
Brick/Queen Anne groups at 150-166 Franklin Street, 70-76,80-86 and 88 -98 
Raymond Street as well as 2-30 Holmes Street and 2-24 Mead Street. Built c. 1890 by 
developer V. B. Mead, these houses constitute an interesting, anomalous node of well crafted brick 
houses.Judging by Boston Business Directory listings these row houses were occupied by 
predominantly Irish tenants. Aldie and Bagnal Streets represent a late 19th century residential 
development of primarily two family Queen Anne houses.This area meets criteria A and C of the 
National Register of Historic Places. 


Upper Parsons Street (Area JS) 


Upper Parsons is a fairly extensive area that might work well as a National Register and 
Architectural Conservation district if its boundaries were narrowed to encompass Parsons Street 
and the first blocks of its side streets. The Parsons Street “spine” of this area has a fine collection 
of Queen Anne, Shingle Style houses dating from the 1880s to early 1900s . This area’s 
development, unlike the south side of Brighton Center, lagged in terms of residential construction 
due to the malodorous presence of the cattle yards behind the Cattle Fair Hotel.The cattle yard was 
removed in 1881, Pig Lane became Parsons Street and the construction of large, stylish and 
substantial residences were well underway by the 1890s. Particularly outstanding , in terms of 
design is the Frank Beal-designed, Shingle Style 53 Parsons Street , built in 1892 by 
Brighton-builder J. A. Dooley. A later, Craftsman style house at 109 Parsons Street was 
designed by Los Angeles, California architect Edwin Lundborg in 1915. This area also includes 
the first house on Parsons Street, the Smith-Ricker House at 88 Parsons Street. This late 
Federal/Greek Revival farm house is a five- bay, single pile house which provides a glimpse of 
Brighton as an early 19th- century agricultural community. Benjamin Franklin Ricker, this house’s 
mid-19th century owner, Benjamin Franklin Ricker, was an incorporator of the Brighton Abattoir 
in 1872. This area meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 


Allston-Brighton Areas Recommended for Further Study 


Hano Street Area (Area KM) 


Hano Street (including (1-57 and 2-74 Hano Street) ,in North Allston, is lined with 
interesting, but mostly altered Queen Anne tenements. This street was developed by Samuel Hano, 
local book manufacturer and real estate magnate who owned more than one million dollars worth 
of property in South Alltson by the 1880s. The area on the northeast side of Union Square is still 
called Hanoville by older elderly residents. 
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Hatherly-Portina Area (Area KA ) 


This T-shaped residential development of attractive, modest single and 2-family red brick 
Georgian Revival residences represents one of the best designed suburban developments in south 
west Brighton during the period between the World Wars. Built-up during the 1930s and early 
1940s, this area provides a glimpse at a middle class suburban enclave that was initially the home 
of middle class Jewish families. The developer , architect (s) and builder (s) need to be identified. 


Mount St. Joseph’s Academy (Area KH) 


Mount St. Joseph’s Academy at 637 Cambridge Street was founded at Fresh Pond, 
Cambridge, in 1885 , relocating to Cambridge Street, Allston , in 1890. This girl’s school’s 
instructors were drawn from the teaching order of the Sisters of St. Joseph’s. Although the 
original, Patrick w.Ford -designed building of the early 1890s is no longer extant, a handsome 
Italian Renaissance Revival class room building dating to 1912-1913 is still extant along with ac. 
early 1900s care takers house and incinerator facility. 


Pama Gardens (Area JZ) 


Like the Hatherly-Portina area, Pama Gardens (1-6 Pama Gardens and 218-232 Foster 
street) represents a discrete suburban development of 2-3- and-4 family houses lining Foster 
Street and an an inner court. Pama Gardens is one of the earliest tract house developments in south 
west Brighton, dating from c. 1920-1925. It was evidently developed by a Paul Epstein who 
owned all nine of its buildings in 1925.This solidly middle class development was more mixed, in 
terms of ethnic backgrounds than Hatherly-Portina with a fairly even distribution of Yankee, 
Jewish and Irish tenants. 


residences. Particularly noteworthy is the 5-bay, single pile Greek revival house with an extensive 
rearellat19 Everett Street. 


Upper Foster Street (Area JY ) 


This area is characterized by a patchwork quilt-like collection of discrete suburban developments 
built on former farm land between World War I and World War II.Like the Pama Gardens and 
Hatherly -Portina tract house developments adjacent to this area, Upper Foster Street’s 
devolvements are perhaps still too close to us in time to be fully appreciated as enclaves evocative 
of a particular time in early 20th century American History. This area’s competently designed 
middle class houses provided upwardly mobile Irish and Jewish families with a taste of the 
suburban ideal, while still located within the boundaries of the City of Boston. Located within the 
boundaries of this area are Lane Park, Rose Garden Circle, Kirkwood/Radnor Roads 
and Greycliffe/Gerald Roads. Bisecting this area is Foster Street, an old road that dates back 
to at least the 18th century. The c. 1860 Italianate Lane O’Neill House at 249 Foster 
Street, together with the adjacent Lane Park suburban development of the mid 1920s, provides 
physical evidence of how a house that once presided over open fields evolved into the “flag ship” 
house of a tract development. 
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Areas Not Covered in FY95 BLC Survey for Further Study 
Brighton Center Residential. 


Area south of Brighton Center commercial area deserves intensive study as area with many pre 
1860 residences. This area retains to a great degree, its mid -19th century village character. 
Important institutional buildings are located in this area including the former Bennett School 
(1870s) and the Brighton Municipal Court Building (1930). This area extends from the backlot 
lines of Washington Street to William Jackson Avenue and is bounded on the east by Winship 
Street (includes both sides) and west by Foster Street. 


Union Square-Allston Street 


Area to north and south of Union Square encompasses pockets of housing dating to the first half of 
the 19th century. The oldest house in Allston-Brighton, the gambrel roofed Thomas Gardner 
House at 26 Higgins Street dates to the mid 18th century and was moved to this lot in 1850 from 
the northwest corner of Brighton and Harvard Avenues. 


Individual Properties for Further Study 


Charles River Reservation 


Originally laid out according to the landscape designs of landscape architect Charles Elliot during 
the 1890s and early 1900s, much of the central portion of this park land was altered in 1959-1960 
by Boston landscape architect Sidney Shurcliff of the firm of Shurcliff and Merrill when the 
Institute of Contemporary Art (ICA) relocated to this area. The Charles River 
Reservation is a key component within the Metropolitan District Commission’s (MDC) system 
of public open space in the greater Boston area. 


Commonwealth Avenue 


Although a high percentage of Commonwealth Avenue’s building stock has been studied during 
the course of this survey, several segments of Frederick Law Olmsted’s great boulevard have not 
been considered and deserve further study including: 1430 to 1462 Commonwealth 
Avenue (between Kelton Street and Boulevard Terrace, encompasses several architecturally 
distinguished apartment buildings) 1776 to 1782 Commonwealth Avenue (between 
Kinross and Chiswick Roads, encompasses brick Georgian Revival 2-story duplexes). 

1847 to 1875 Commonwealth Avenue (between Sidlaw Road and Chestnut Hill Avenue, 
encompasses an eclectic mix of apartment buildings and single family residences). 


Thomas Gardner Elementary School, 30 Athol Street, more information needed on early 1900s 
Classical Revival/Georgian Revival School. 


Saint John of God Hospital Built in 1908 in the Summit-Kelton Area, further research is needed to 
determine this complex’s architect, builder and original purpose. 


Franciscan Children’s Hospital Located in the Washington-Warren Institutions Area, this 


hospital complex was constructed in 1947. The architect and builder of this complex (originally 
called Kennedy Memorial Hospital) need to be identified) 
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Winship, J.P.C., Historical Brighton I (Boston, 1899) 
Winship, J.P.C., Historical Brighton, II (Boston, 1902) 


Zaitzevsky, Cynthia, Frederick Law Olmsted and the Boston Park 
System (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1982). 
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FY 95 Allston-Brighton Survey 


Index to areas surveyed (organized by area name; see previous page 
for list by area code) 


Area Area Code 
Aberdeen KE 
Allston Heights KI 


Brainerd Commonwealth 
Brighton Center Commercial 
Brooks-Newton 
Brooksdale-Ranelegh 
Cleveland Cir-Englewood 
Commonwealth-Ransom 
Faneuil-Florence Crittendon 
Faneuil West 

Glenville Commonwealth 
Hano Street 
Hatherly-Portina 

Harvard Avenue 

Harvard Business School JL 
Lake St.-Chandler's Pond JV 
Leamington-Commonwealth KB 
Mt. Hood-Corey Road 

Mt. St. Joseph's Academy 
Oak Sq.-Hunnewell Hill 
Packard's Corner 

Pama Gardens 

St. Anthony's 

St. Columbkille's 

St. John's Seminary 
Summit-Kelton 

Upper Chestnut Hill 
Upper Foster 

Upper Parsons 
Warren-Washington Inst. 
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FY 95 Allston-Brighton Survey 


Index to areas surveyed (organized by area code; see previous page 


for list by area name) 


Area Code 
IL 
JM 
JN 
jp 
JP 


JS 


5B BARA ARGAGAG SNARE SES 


Area 

Harvard Business School 
Saint Anthony's 

Oak Square-Hunnewell Hill 
Faneuil-Florence Crittendon 
Brooks Newton 
Brooksdale-Ranelegh 
Faneuil West 

Upper Parsons 

St. Columbkille's 

Brighton Center Commercial 
Lake Street-Chandler's Pond 
Saint John's Seminary 
Upper Chestnut Hill-Evergreen 
Upper Foster 

Pama Gardens 

Hatherly Portina 
Leamington Commonwealth 
Commonwealth Ransom 
Cleveland Circle-Englewood 
Aberdeen 

Mount Hood-Corey 
Warren-Washington Institutions 
Mount St. Joseph's Academy 
Summit-Kelton 
Allston Heights 

Brainerd- panemonrentt 
Glenville-Commonwealth 
Hano Street 

Harvard Avenue 

Packard's Corner 
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FY 95 Allston-Brighton Survey 


Index to areas surveyed (organized by area code; see previous page 


for list by area name) 


JS 


5D BARA AAGAGAG ENR ESE 


Area 
Harvard Business School 
Saint Anthony's 
Oak Square-Hunnewell Hill 
Faneuil-Florence Crittendon 
Brooks Newton 
Brooksdale-Ranelegh 
Faneuil West 
Upper Parsons 
St. Columbkille's 
Brighton Center Commercial 
Lake Street-Chandler's Pond 
Saint John's Seminary 
Upper Chestnut Hill-Evergreen 
Upper Foster 
Pama Gardens 
Hatherly Portina 
Leamington Commonwealth 
Commonwealth Ransom 
Cleveland Circle-Englewood 
Aberdeen 
Mount Hood-Corey 
Warren-Washington Institutions 
Mount St. Joseph's Academy 
Summit-Kelton 
Allston Heights : 
Brainerd-Commonwealth 
Glenville-Commonwealth 
Hano Street 
Harvard Avenue 
Packard's Corner 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor’s Sheets 


USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 


80 Boylston Street 


er Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll = 


EA ON 
(Re2tch Map 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 


— 


Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area Harvard Business School 


Present Use Educational, recreational 


tA ett teat 


Construction Dates or Period 1900 to 1990 


Overall Condition good-excellent 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Carey Cage 
demolished, 1995 


Acreage Ap Pp, I2ZoO GCRES 
Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 





Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) April, 1996 


Ber araches Mcp ) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 
Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 


se Harvard Business School (HBS) - Athletic Facilities Area represent two very different approaches to campus 
ning. The former is a Mc Kim , Mead and White-designed complex noteworthy for the sensitivity of its siting in 
relation to the Charles River, symmetrical arrangement of buildings and Neo Georgian design. The latter, represents a 
segment of the campus that evolved over a much longer period of time and is more diverse in terms of building usage, 
materials, architectural form and style. Bainbridge Bunting and Margaret Henderson Floyd devote considerable 
attention to the architectural evolution of Harvard's Allston campus in Harvard, an Architectural History. 


The Harvard Business School and Athletic Facilities are the only portion of the Harvard campus located within 
Allston-Brighton. It is not, however, the only part of Harvard located within the City of Boston as the Harvard 
Medical School is located in the Fenway section of the city.The Allston campus of Harvard University is bordered on 
the north east and west by Soldiers Field Road which follows the winding path of the Charles River and on the south ( 
by Harvard Parking lots bordering an athletic field. Roughly bisecting this southern boundary is Harvard Street; 
continuing west of Harvard Street, the southern boundary runs a few yards south of Harvard Stadium and Stadium 
Road. The William E. Smith Playground borders this southern boundary for about half its length between North 
Harvard Street and Soldiers Field Road. Across Soldiers Field Road from the Harvard Business School and athletic 
facilities is the Charles River Reservation, a Metropolitan District Commission park that was conceived by landscape 
architect Charles Elliot in 1895 and implemented during the late 1890s and early 1900s.(continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
Harvard President Charles W. Elliot is credited with the conception of a graduate school of business for the University 
as early as 1885. The initial purchase of land for the Harvard Business School and Athletic Facilities area during the 
1890s and early 1900s represents a watershed in both the histories of Allston-Brighton and Harvard University. 
During the mid-19th century, industry in the form of lumber yards , coal yards and other gritty commercial concerns 
reolaced the beautiful salt marshes and meadow that once characterized the south side of the Charles River. During the 

M30s and 1840s, the Soldiers Field section of North Allston is said to have been a favorite haunt of the Washington 
Allston, the great romantic painter who lived in Cambridgeport. The development of landscape architect Charles Elliot's 
Metropolitan Parks project coincided with the intial development of Soldiers Field as a Harvard athletic facility during 
the 1890s. The creation of the Harvard Business School campus during the mid-1920s, was nothing short of visionary 
on the part of Harvard President A. Lawrence Lowell. In 1925, it took a leap of faith on the part of Mc Kim Mead and 
White to orient the Harvard Business School towards the Charles River as the northern shore of this waterway was 
blighted by a power plant. It was not until 1930 that the cupola topped Elliot House, was erected by Coolidge, Shepley, 
Bulfinch and Abbott , on the north side of the river, providing the business school with an attractive view. 


The oldest thoroughfare in this area is North Harvard Street , a remnant of the old Roxbury Highway which was set out 
in 1638 linking Boston with Cambridge. As early as 1634, ferry service ran between the foot of JFK Street to the 
landing at North Harvard Street. In 1663 the colonial government replaced the ferry with the Great Bridge , which was 
the largest structure of its type in the Bay Colony. Swept away by flood in 1685, the Great Bridge was rebuilt with 
considerable difficulty, given that pile drivers had not been invented and hand power was the only recourse for driving 
the wooden pilings into the riverbed. (continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Maps/Atlases:1830,1852,1866,1875,1885,1897,1909,1916 and 1925 

Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 

Boston Landmarks Commission, Allston-Brighton Preservation Survey, 1978 

Bunting, Bainbridge and Floyd, Margaret Henderson, Harvard an Architectural History, 1985. 
Cruikshank, Jeffrey L., A Delicate Experiment.The Harvard Business School, 1908-1945, 1987 


Marchione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1986 
Morrison, Samuel Elliot, Three Centuries of Harvard 


rhnt, Wolfgang, Encyclopedia of Modern Architecture, N.Y.C., 1964 

inshin. I.P. C.. Historical Brighton. T. TT. 
Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7/92 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission Communi P 
80 Boylston Street bent roperty Address 


Boston, Massachusetts 02116 Besta All 0 ighte M rsons Sree 


Are FormNo 


National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


-D 


Check all that apply: 


L Individually eligible (© Eligible only in a historic district 
CL] Contributing to a potential historic district 0 Potential historic district 


Maras i A [1] B WC OD 


Seeeeeousideration: 4 A OB & C @ Dro! bY ‘GeroeneEes 


Statement of Significance by ___ Ed W ard Ww. Gordo 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


Upper Parsons Street Area 


Upper Parsons is a fairly extensive area that might work well as a National Register and 
Architectural Conservation district if its boundaries were narrowed to encompass Parsons Street 
and the first blocks of its side streets. The Parsons Street “spine” of this area has a fine collection 
of ueen Anne, Shingle Style houses dating from the 1880s to early 1900s . This area’s 
development, unlike the south side of Brighton Center, lagged in terms of residential construction 
due to the maloderous prescence of the cattle yards behind the Cattle Fair Hotel.The cattle yard was 
’ removed in 1881, Pig Lane became Parsons Street and the construction of large, stylish and 
substantial residences were well underway by the 1890s. Particularly outstanding , in terms of 
design is the Frank Beal-designed, Shingle Style 53 Parsons Street , built in 1892 by 
Brighton-builder J. A. Dooley. A later, Craftsman style house at 109 Parsons Street was 
designed by Los Angelos, California architect Edwin Lundborg in 1915. This area also includes 
the first house on Parsons Street, the Smith-Ricker House at 88 Parsons Street. This late 
Federal/Greek Revival farm house is a five- bay, single pile house which provides a glimpse of 
Brighton as an early 19th- century agricultural community. Benjamin Franklin Ricker, this house’s 
mid-19th century owner, Benjamin Franklin Ricker, was an incorportrator of the Brighton 
Abattoir in 1872. This area meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor’s Sheets 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
a” Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll ine 


AB rch Map 


Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 


basi ae 


Boston, Massachusetts 


| Boston-S | 





Town 





Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area Faneuil West 


Present Use Residential 


Construction Dates or Period 1840-1930 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Very intact 


Acreage ape. Bo aces 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


March, 1996 


ane Se 


Date (month/year) 


(see attached ou ) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet , 
escribe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 


"#%/je Faneuil West area contains two architecturally significant collections of houses including: the node of Greek 
Revival and Italianate houses between Oakland Street and Malbert Road as well as some of the finest examples of 
three-decker housing in Allston-Brighton. This area is bounded by the south side of Faneuil Street on the north, 
Oakland street on the east, Washington Street on the south and the back lot lines of Brackett Street on the west. The 
eastern boundary includes only the even numbered properties between 62 and 94 Oakland Street; properties on both 
sides of Oakland are included between Oakland's intersection with South Hobart Street and Washington Street. The 
southern boundary is limited to properties on the north side of Washington Street, with the noteworthy exception of 
the towered Italianate/Queen Anne house at 544 Washington Street, on the soothsaid of this thoroughfare. Presiding 
over the intersection of Langley Road and Washington Street, this house, by virtue of its distinctive form and siting is 
a major "place making" historic landmark in the area. The Faneuil West area, with the noteworthy exceptions of the 
Mary Lyon Elementary School (60 Beechcroft Street), James A. Garfield Elementary School (95 
Beechcroft Street) andthe Oak Square Methodist Church is overwhelmingly residential. One- story 
commercial structures more important as physical links with the early Automobile Age rather than for their design 
border the north side of Washington Street between Fairbanks and Brackett Streets. Mid -19th century , single- family 
properties in the eastern portion of this area bordering Oakland St., Eagan Way, Malbert Road and Allen Road may be 
seen as the western most fringes of nineteenth century Brighton Center. This eastern section occupies terrain which is 
considerably more elevated than the land to the west, between Brock and Brackett Streets. (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE |x| see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
Foes the eastern part of the Faneuil West area, between Oakland Street and Allen Road, is significant as an 
enclave of mid- 19th -century, Greek Revival residences of prominent farmers and cattlemen. This area's history is 
more closely linked with the development history of Brighton Center although the proximity of the Cattle Fair Hotel 

_and Cattle Yards between Oakland Street and the Center formed a barrier between the two areas. The consolidation of 
ABhie slaughter houses at the Abbatoir in North Brighton during the early 1870s and the removal of the hotel and cattle 

yards from the northwest corner of Washington and Market Streets in 1881, opened the area between Oakland Street 
and Brighton Center to upscale residential development in the form of large Queen Anne, Shingle Style and Colonial 
Revival houses. Oakland Street and vicinity was a mid 19th century residential satellite of Brighton Center. 


The remaining two thirds of the Faneuil West area was not extensively developed until the introduction of the streetcar 
to Washington Street during the late 1880s. Unlike the pocket of single -family residences in the eastern highlands of 
this area, the majority of this flat western terrain is dominated by multi-family housing. The three deckers, duplexes , 
apartments along Faneuil Street , as well as single family residences were built for electric street car commuters; Faneuil 
West is, in fact, a textbook example of a "street car suburb" as described in Sam Bass Warner's classic text, The 
Street Car Suburbs, The Process of Growth in Boston, 1870 to 1900. In response to direct transportation links with 
down town Boston , area developers built -up this area's side streets with 2-family and three-decker housing. Before 
discussing the Faneuil West area's mid 19th to early 20th century, the story of this section of "Little Cambridge" in the 
17th and 18th centuries should be briefly touched on. , 





As early as the 1650s, much of this area was part of John Oldham's 90-care property south of Faneuil Street. When he 
died in 1655, the estate went to his widow Martha and two sons, Samuel and John. (continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 
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Marchione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1986 

Winship, J.P. C., Historical Brighton, I, II. 

Brighton Item, Nov.10,1923, p.1, cols.4,5,6-"New Elementary School for Faneuil Section" 

# Prighton item, Jan.21,1911, p.1,cols 1&2-"Cornerstone Laid, Enthusiastic Gathering Witnesses Formal Start of Oak 
“Square Church Edifice" 

Brishton Item. Inlv. 25. 1914. n.1 cols. 2.3.4.5-"Marv T.von School Onenins For Fall Term" 
Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 





)AMASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA | 


Property Name Faneuil West Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Faneuil West Area , continued 


These side streets are bordered primarily by multi - family, wood frame housing in the form of Queen Anne two 
families residences (Brackett and Mountfern ) and three deckers (Beechcroft and Turner Streets).Additionally, an 
extensive collection of modest, brick c. 1940s Georgian Revival houses bordering Brock,and Beechcroft Streets , near 
Washington Street, constitutes another key component of an area that is extremely complex in terms of form, materials 
and historic architectural styles. 


Studying this area from east west, the first "sub area" for consideration is the are bounded by Oakland Street, 
Washington Street and the high ground just to east of Brock Street; an area that includes cul de sacs and narrow ways 
such as Egan Way, on the west side of Oakland Street, Malbert Road and Allen Road.Architecturally, this area 
encompasses a collection of Late Federal, Greek Revival and Italianate residences dating from c.1830 to 1870 with 
one or two possibly having evolved from much earlier structures. 


Situated on the south side of Oakland Street, east of Brock Street, the Italianate 72 Oakland Street (see photo, 
Fig. 1 ) is situated at the center of a large lot , set back from the street facing an ample lawn . Just to the west of the 
house is a driveway which links the street with a late 19th century stable which is connected to the main house via a 
long, 1-story shed.This rectangular 2.5 story house is composed of a 1-story gable roofed addition with open, corner 

ntrance porch and a 3-bay, double pile main block which is enclosed by a gable roof with return eaves. The eaves of 
jihe side walls exhibit saw-cut brackets at regular intervals. Near apex of the gable is a typically Italianate arched attic 
window. 


Following the curving path of Oakland Street up the hill , a cluster of pre-1860 buildings are located between the 
intersection of Oakland and South Hobart streets and Washington Street.53 Oakland Street (see phot, Fig.2) 
is a wooden, 2.5 -story late Federal farm house whose exterior was encased in red brick at some point during the 
mid-20th century. Facing south, the 5-bay main facade of its main block exhibits a center entrance which opens on to 
an open porch ; the porches Tuscan columns support a Greek Revival entablature and flat roof. The survival of the 
Greek Revival entablature suggests that the columns were probably originally of the Ionic or fluted Doric order. The 
one -bay end wall gable faces Oakland Street.Projecting from the east gable is a 2.5 story ell. In general, windows 
contain 6/6 wood sash. an interior inspection might corroborate that this house encompasses an 18th century 
component. . 


Evidently dating to the 1840s, the L-shaped Greek Revival residence at 25 Oakland Street (see photo, Fig.3) 
was the home of cattle dealer Edward Farrell during the second half of the 19th century.This house's lot retains a 
strong sense of its mid 19th century origins, complete with low rubble stone retaining wall , and notched granite posts 
which flank two granite block steps that provide access to this house's front walk.One and two story polygonal bays 
project from the north and south gables, respective.. It is composed of a 2.5 story 5-bay, single pile main block and a 
three bay, single bay perpendicular ell. The edges of the main block are accented by wide Doric pilasters. The main 
block's 5-bay main facade faces Oakland Exhibiting fluted Doric columns, these columns support an entablature and 
low hipped porch roof.The center entrance exhibits shouldered enframents typical of the Greek revival style. The 
pedimented attics contain standard size windows set within flush boards. 


Before continuing southward on Oakland Street to Washington Street, the houses of Egan Way should be 
discussed.This cul-de-sac is situated on the west side of Oakland Street. 1 Eagan Way (see photo, Fig.4 ) is a 

oxy, 2.5 story gable-roof Italianate house which stands with its 3-bay main facade facing Eagan way while its 2-bay 
‘side walls are parallel to Oakland Street. (continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 


















OE | A ee 
\ J : : 


i 7 ae kr i 
F , 
is vo 
_ 


TR ait vorkauMrcaon Mac 










































a ——oag © ~ oh ates Se et ay 
i] ‘ 
iit 4 > Cisieiniee.? j 
ieee sie | AORIMIMOD saoLAOTeR errs 
f Pe bi eVit often diett f. ¢ 
po a AA Hanan ont noRod Arwivis 2% 
ody i tie TT eg Machty rt ; YY. 
t = 
. u a neil ee | _ Z u 
Whee bauiinos 2ored ef roulw prio} eave pvt: TOME 
. ” 
‘bonyitnes , 24 SW Musan® aioe a (T 
; ‘ - f 
: rs . . — 
sterol ari! mt eeqrederl Sr we Vitel ~ cigen vd vilimitg Dersirod sae 
A. C2teate teani ash) siioeh soorl! bee ¢ ersten JON hit Yekomey ae 
. OOS Beaver! VIVA Rts) aROT > Johd wenbont toms 
r i “yl ey ‘ evry) ea De ii KONE AB Ty hi SMO 0 wy Woo" Nich & Ivan ae 
: ~ 
Nyse tat -s 
" 
¢ Pris : 7 | Sow due” jayit phone MW tag » not 63 
lua Rabulan weal mew Ae slood2 door Ww tex oF : bowers fool off baeee 
mirtinA baat ns baa bsok tredieM jaan? bvassfstat? 9 bie $e at on} BOG 
Ho 020 siensial bos vives see Ierebsl ie] to Aeos acy. 
, . res 
ASU THs NOUN mer bevicyvs enivatl * 
» 
ty arent 1 te te ic LasiteO Yo shia 
LE MS SMOG) Ioana ne toy! Bod yea . Jf saps! « Wo ine one 
aso (2) atel 6 cltiw teenve aft aolnil dose 
iS i i Nyaa a ast + “4 TRL i} Yio € > 1 ; “iisiD 7 2: 
i 2 pty j ; ; < : 9725 2) nol oe Viematiitey nt Sir — oe wl } 
‘ ingen > Coa 1h) -ziev rebel Welw Ie 2 5 1a) ridiz 


i we 
ie 
x49 THe con ae eeactbll » weedto s , Tid odd qi Io1iZ beat bs th: iy : 
tA Sense tow? Doaited? £2 jos? notonidenW Hs sI801) 2 ried ju ho’ = Rar Oi 
‘Se040 i 0é 16 Joist bon of Longorn aew OlsIxe saad sapud Ienebed otal 
a ne ry tit NGO A GS Wood (rise om Os $i) DOL RAHI Vittege sett tine a 
ont to Laney: | eden livivest doy a gga sonciite neat a 
a  FoaIO ats fs sad coeds Yr nano yicadeag o13W cosmion oct mitt alaouyue & af 

obaper Aguyteer + pute ES 6 al aidug en onl ston guitespt deat? baetdete eget end 
pire SLNOONS manor. atl lech ated ona a lange baaceriche ‘ene 
wiht 
ee nea 
Ef te sonsblan leviridl 1 shes Bote Lak ce a bi 
| it 407, Cano! ost te Hf od bao o32 ont yan fienet maw’ toissd oh uy 
deo otinen ss a, TW goliiiin sone olidur wol diw erlqmnos enigive yuwines del han 
rrart lags yt Ove atts ca. digw oy} epywod gilt 05 azsons, SSlvoNy thes eqate Bold ¢ saa 
loold olen shige ata one PE vue 2h) tea GHNOD a1 HT WY dosqest galing thuos buy Ant 

cin avi!” seanihiy a ag olw Vd betroone me doold aint wisio. eats aa 2 sini 
brie sata! aH Ih a je cits habs sects onnlon shod beguilt itiiixd baatle cannes mie a 
ont sheta ievivesy jioawt? sds G0 fala yt 2 Pe ine er pir ep leper aeaep ine ‘19089 


Le | 
‘Lage’ 





vi hduowle Yo" faga te wel on? io FUE, 
Ks bin Tk wily sox) TO aged | oe, we boeiteG 
OEE tot dws yew ones gion abanet alse “wh ai te 


INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


| Community: Form No: 
iy AASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brighton, MA 
ffice of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Faneuil West Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Faneuil West Area, continued 


Projecting from the rear wall are contiguous 1.5 -story and 1-story ells.Projecting from the main facade is a front 
porch with bracketed posts while the Oakland Street's excrescences include a pair of polygonal bays which flank ac. 
mid 20th century chimney. Rising from the porch roof is an enclosedfront porch. Situated near the apex of the facade 
gable is an arched Italianate window , which over time, has acquired narrow side lights which creating a curious 
Palladian Window effect. In general, windows are fully enframed , cornice headed and contain 1/1 wood sash. Visible 
beneath the roof are typically Italianate, paired saw cut brackets. 


Two houses to the west, at 11 Eagan Way (see photo, Fig.5 ). This T-shaped Italianate house stands is 
surrounded by a U-shaped driveway that evidently dates from the late 19th century. Like 1 Eagan Way, this house 
stands with its 3-bay -end -wall -gable facing its cul-de-sac.A partially enclosed and open entrance porch appears to be 
a later addition; this porch was probably originally identical or similar to that of 1 Eagan way. In general, windows are 
fully enframed and contain 1/1 replacement wood sash. Projecting from the first floor of the 2-bay east and west walls 
are pairs of square bays with entablatures and flat bracketed roofs. This house is enclosed by a gable roof with return 
eaves and brackets. Beneath the apex of its gables are arched attic windows. 


10 Eagan Way (see photo, Fig.6 ) is a large Italianate, mansion scale house that was the home of Benjamin 

iticker, a Brighton Selectman during the 1870s and one of the incorporators of the Brighton Abbatoir. Essentially 

~ -Shaped in plan, this house's 3-bay main facade originally overlooked a lawn that sloped down to Oakland Street 

and, indeed, its address was originally 24 Oakland Street. Its center entrance is accessed via a flight of steep granite 
stairs that ascend this house's pedestal like rise. In general, windows are fully enframed and contain replacement 1/1 
wood dash. The edges of its main block are accented by corner quoins.Its two-bay south wall exhibits a pair of 
polygonal bays. Projecting from the main block's west wall is a 2.5 story 3-bay, single pile ell. Both the house and 
the stable have been adapted for reuse as condominiums; the stable ranks among the largest structures of its type in 
Allston-Brighton. (see photo, Fig.7) 


Returning to Oakland Street, another key component in this collection of mid -19th -century residences is 2 Oakland 
Street, corner of Washington Street.(see photo, Fig.8 ) A gas station and parking area now stand on the original 
front lawn. Despite the fact that little remains of this property's once rural appearance, this building's fascinating form 
is still intact This wooden residence provides a fine introduction to the unusually early dwellings lining upper 
Oakland Street. 2 Oakland Street's main block , three ells and stable form a more or less U-shaped configuration of 
structural components. The "connected farm house" type discussed in Thomas C. Hubka's Big House, Little House, 
Back House, Barn, The Connected Farm Buildings of New Englandis clearly illustrated at 2 Oakland Street. The 
oldest component is a 2.5 story, 5-bay, single pile main block which is enclosed by a pedimented attic. Projecting 
from the eastern part of the main block's rear wall is a two -bay, single pile rear ell. Contiguous with this ell is a two 
-story ell which, in turn, abuts a large gable roofed stable.A second ell projects from the western portion of the main 
block's rear wall. Rising to a height of 2-stories and enclosed by a straight-sided main roof, this 2-bay by 2-bay 
addition is best viewed from the west lawn where the interesting contrast between the main block's pedimented end 
wall gable and the slate shingled mansard roof addition is clearly visible.Around the corner to the west on Malbert 
Road, several other houses reinforce the sense of a mid 19th century agrarian landscape. 


In terms of scale and quality design, 7 Malbert Road (see photo, Fig.9 ) is in a league with the Ricker Mansion 


t 10 Eagan Way. Built for cattle dealer Albert N. Munroe c. 1860, this Greek Revival / Italianate house has an 
y B taned form. (continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: | Form No: | 
) | Allston-Brighton, MA | | 


Property Name: Faneuil West Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which 1s being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Faneuil West Area, continued 


Fairbanks Street is lined primarily by 2.5 story Queen Anne 2-family houses with end- gable-to-street houses and 
porches with Colonial Revival elements. An interesting exception to this rule is the gambrel-roof enclosed Queen 
Anne/Shingle style house at 78 Fairbanks Street (see photo, Fig.14 ). 


Oak Square Avenue and Montfern Streets are lined with solid competently rendered Queen Anne 2-family and 
three-decker housing. Noteworthy for its full-length front porch with square and fluted Doric posts is the Queen 
Anne/Colonial Revival hip-roofed house at 60 Oak Square Avenue (see photo, Fig.15 ). 


Brackett Street is primarily a street of 3-deckers but 29-37 Brackett Street, part of a group of eight double houses 
are unusually well preserved in a streetscape whose original clapboards and wood shingle fabric has been largely 
replaced by modern synthetic sheathing materials. 


The boundary lines for this area have been drawn to include the towered Italianate/Mansard / Queen Anne house that 

stands sentinel-like on at rise at the intersection of Washington Street and Langley Road. This L-shaped house at 

544 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.16 ) consists of a five-bay double pile 2-story house which is covered 

with clapboards on its first floor and wood shingles on its second floor. Situated at its north west corner is a 3-story 
“Spe which is enclosed by a pyramidal roof; the main block is crowned by a massive hip on mansard roof. 


The Faneuil West area also encompasses several architecturally significant institutional buildings including: the Oak 
Square Methodist Church , the Classical/Georgian Revival James A. Garfield School at 95 Beechcroft 
Street and the U-shaped Georgian Revival Mary Lyons School at 60 Beechcroft Street (see photo, Fig. 
) which opened in September, 1914. 


The Oak Square Methodist Church ( see photo, Fig.17 ) at 519 Washington Street was built in 
1911.It is architecturally significant as one of two wooden churches in Allston-Brighton which predate World War I 
(the other wooden church is the Hill Memorial Baptist Church on North Harvard Street which dates to 1903. 
Prominently sited on a low rise at the corner of Washington and Turner streets, its lot is enclosed on its east and south 
sides by a low granite block retaining wall. Exhibiting elements of the Shingle and Craftsman styles, this wooden 
church is characterized by a pleasing simplicity of form; it is composed of a rectangular, wood shingle-covered , gable 
roof-enclosed component and a tower. The flared and pyramidal tower roof projects from its east wall, near the 
southeast corner of the building. The main, Washington street gable measures two double windows in width while the 
side walls exhibit three double windows. Set within a recessed , key stone arch, the main entrance is located to the 
right of the northeast corner at the top of a short flight of brick stairs. The main facade's tripartite attic window is 
enclosed by the surrounds of a broad, pointed arch.The attic window is sheltered by the deep overhang of the barge 
board -covered roof eaves. At the apex of the gable is perpendicular horizontal and vertical king post bracing that is 
reminiscent of Stick Style treatments of the 1870s. In general, windows contain non pictorial stained glass exhibiting 
shades of pale green, blue and gray. (continued) 
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Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Faneuil West Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Faneuil West Area, continued 


The tower walls are pierced by two standard size windows whose lintel and sill are at the same level ; their placement 
on an ascending diagonal suggests the presence of an interior stair tower. The flared eaves of the roof cap shelter three 
narrow louvered windows.Projecting from below the double windows next to the tower is a small shed with a door 
that presumably leads to a stairway to the basement. Both the rectangular, 2.5-story component and the tower rise 
from a ledge stone foundation. 


Built in 1914 from designs provided by State Street, Boston architects Richardson Barrett and Richardson, the Mary 
Lyons Elementary School at 60 Beechcroft Street (see Fig., photo 18 ) is ared brick, cast stone 
trimmed, U-shaped building which exhibits elements of the Renaissance and Georgian Revival styles; a Brighton Item 
article dated July 25, 1914 identified the new school's style as "Colonial". Its highly symmetrical main facade exhibits 
7-bays and a center entrance.The main entrance and cornice are composed of limestone. This 2.5 story building is 
enclosed by a flat roof. 


Dominating the Faneuil Street streetscape,between Oakland and Beechcroft streets, The James A. Garfield 
School at 95 Beechcroft Street (see photo, Fig.19 ) was designed by John F. Cullen in 1923. Rising two 
stories from a low basement to a flat roof, this building is constructed of red "Barrington face brick" with limestone 

Bb ‘immungs and a granite block basement. Despite the modern addition which extends from Faneuil Street along the 
Beechcroft side of this building, the Faneuil Street facade is, nevertheless, imposing. Measuring 5-bays in width, this 
facade's three center center windows are situated on a planar brick wall and recessed behind a pair of monumental 
limestone Tuscan columns which support an entablature; incised lettering on the entablature reads "James A. Garfield 
School". Above the entablature's cornice is a low limestone parapet ; the remaining segments of the original building's 
parapet is composed of brick. The expanse of brick wall at the center of the Faneuil street facade is completely 
surrounded by limestone wall surfaces. The temple-like design suggested by the free standing columns is continued in 
the flanking entrance bay's pairs of Doric pilasters. The columns rise from a shallow porch atop a granite-faced 
basement. Interspersed between the columns and rising to just below the first floor windows'sills are three 
freestanding rectangular panels. The flanking entrances display limestone surrounds including paneled pilasters , 
entablature and console bracketed lintels designed in the Renaissance Revival manner.The ten-bay Oakland Street 
facade of the James A. Garfield School exhibits a center entrance with enframents identical to those of the main 
facade; two flights of granite steps provide access to this entrance. This facade is enlivened by brick Doric pilasters 
interspersed between bays containing three contiguous windows. A 1.5-story polygonal bay projects from near the 
southeast corner. 
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Historical Narrative, Faneuil West Area, continued 


In 1656 Martha married Thomas Brown, who purchased the estate and built the house on Faneuil Street that was 
afterwards known as the Gorham Parsons Mansion. 


Circumscribed by an ancient system of roads, Faneuil Street, together with Nonantum Street were part of a Native 
American trail. Washington Street, originally called "the Great Country Road" was laid out as early as 1657, 
linking the Muddy River hamlet in Brookline with the Watertown Mill in Watertown. In 1840 both Faneuil and 
Washington streets were formally set out. Oakland Street forms the short side of this triangular area and was set 
out in 1853. Named for Gorham Parson's early 19th century estate called Oakland Farms, Oakland Street represents 
the western edge of this estate. Gorham Parsons, a founder of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, experimented 
in fruit cultivation at his Brighton estate. He was a State Representative during the 1820s, bank president during the 
1830s and is credited with selecting a northern route for the Boston and Worcester Railroad rather than a southerly one 
through the center of town. 


The earliest structure in this area is the Late Federal/Greek Revival Brooks-Taylor Farm House at 300 Faneuil 
Street (see photo, Fig. 11 ). Built c. 1830 for a member of the Samuel Brooks family, this house became part of 
othe large Taylor estate in 1863. A Middlesex County Deed Plan dated June 10, 1863 Plan No. 21 of 1863) shows 

23 ur large lots Samuel Brooks-owned parcels on the south side of Faneuil Street extending from Oakland Street to 
Oak Square. In addition to 300 Faneuil Street, one other Taylor houses and a stable were located on Washington 
Street, between what is now Beechcroft and Turner Streets. A stream flowing into the Charles River from a spring in 
Newton meandered through the northwestern part of the Taylor tract, crossing Oakland Street and linking up with two 
ponds on the Parsons estate (owned by the John and Joseph Duncklee families during the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries ).By the 1890s, Albert A. Taylor, "beef, 24 1/2 Market Street owned this house. By 1909 Carrie 
A.Nesmith, widow of George Nesmith owned this venerable farm house.Her son, Albert Taylor Nesmith, "Certified 
Public accountant and auditor" owned this house during the 1920s and '30s. 


The node of Greek Revival and Italianate houses in the upper Oakland Street area near Washington Street date to 
1853-1860. It is difficult to pinpoint the earliest structure in this enclave without a thorough deed search. The house at 
39 Oakland Street (see photo, Fig.24 _) is said to date to the 18th century based on the fact that "it has a center 
staircase which rises to the second floor from directly behind the main entrance". Encased in c. 1940s, brickwork, this 
house has the 5-bay double pile form of an early 19th century Federal style house. In 1875 it was part of Benjamin 
Franklin Ricker's extensive property holdings. 


Another early house worthy of further study is 53 Oakland Street (see photo, Fig.2 ). This wooden house has 
the appearance of an early 19th century, five-bay, double pile Federal style farm house. Its earliest known owner is 
John Golden who owned this property by 1875. By the 1890s, this house was owned by Jane and Alexander C. Mc 
Murty, quarry owner. During the late 19th century Mc Murty quarried the ledge between Allen Road and Brock Street. 
Evidently Mc Murty lived in Lynn , owning 53 Oakland Street as a rental income property. By 1925, James D. 
Stewart, plasterer owned this dwelling.During the 1930s, Ralph H. Rogers, cook and Alfred C. Dubois, carpenter 
lived here in addition to Stewart. 


2 Oakland Street (see photo, Fig. 7 ) was built c. 1840-1850 for Jonathan Livermore II, grain dealer and a 
§ nember of an old and distinguished Brighton family. (continued) 
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Property Name: Faneuil West Area 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Faneuil West Area, continued 


During the late 1880s, the Mansard roofed component on the west side of this Greek Revival house was added by 
Ellen Livermore. Livermore's heirs owned this house until the turn-of-the-century. From c. 1905 until at least the 
early 1930s, Daniel Hyde, civil engineer owned this house. At some point during the mid-20th century a Gulf Service 
Station was built on the Livermore's front lawn on Washington Street. 


Possibly predating 1850, the Greek Revival Edward Farrell House at 25 Oakland Street (see photo, 
Fig. 3 ) was the home of cattle and provisions dealer Edward Farrell from the 1860s until c. 1910; Farrell's heirs 
owned this house until c. 1920. During the 1920s and 1930s, Thomas Mayne, janitor owned this property. 


One of the most elaborate Italianate houses in this enclave is the Allen-Munroe House at 7 Malbert Road (see 
photo, Fig.8 ). Albert Nelson Munroe, originally from Swansea, Massachusetts, made his fortune in the Brighton 
Cattle Trade. In 1863, Monroe bought this c. 1855 house from Washington Allen, a builder credited with the 
construction of several houses in this area including this one. During the 1880s and 1890s, Munroe was 
Superintendent of the Boston and Albany Railroad.A descendant of Munroe's recalled that "The place had the air of a 
small estate. The house faced south and was set well back from the street on a rise of ground. Five steps led from this 
ferrace down to the front yard which sloped gently to the street level and was planted with fruit trees.... The location 
3‘/as very fine, on Brighton's main street-on which ran the Horse Railroad --and convenient to the center of town and 
the Cattle Fair Hotel". During the early 20th century this house was owned by Bentley Wirt Warren, a member of one 
of Brighton's most prominent families and a lawyer associated with Warren, Garfield, Whiteside and Lamson, 30 
State Street, Boston. This house was owned by Michael Curtin during the 1920s and Edward L. Howells, engineer 
during the 1930s. Malbert Road was called Munroe Road until at least the mid-1920s. 


The diminutive Italianate/Mansard cottage at 2 Allen Road (see photo, Fig.10 ) was built c. 1876-1884 for 
Mary N. Allen, a member of the Washington Allen family. At the turn-of-the-century, this house was evidently a 
rental property owned by George A. Wilson, owner of the Brighton Hotel and a prominent local teamster (see below). 
From the 1910s until at least the 1930s, this dwelling was owned by liquor dealer and restaurant owner John J. 
Gilboy. 


The large, T-shaped Greek Revival house at 16-18 Malbert Road (see photo, Fig.9 ) was built c. 1850 Its 
earliest known owner was Brighton Business man and real estate speculator John Zoller; he owned this property by 
1875. By the 1890s, the wealthy Brighton entrepreneur Samuel S. Learned owned this house. Later owners included 
William H. Munroe (early 1900s and 1910s) and J.K. Twomey (1920s). 


The largest house in this enclave is the c. 1855 Italianate Swazey-Ricker House at 10 Eagan Way (see photo, 
Fig.6 ) Together with its large stable, this property provides a bucolic glimpse of Brighton during the mid-19th 
century. This house originally faced a broad lawn which sloped down to Oakland Street. This house's original owner 
was the Reverend Arthur Swazey, minister of the Brighton Evangelical Congregational Church. During the 1860s, it 
was purchased by Benjamin Franklin Ricker, a well-to-do teamster and real estate magnate during the second half of 
the 19th century. 


Ricker and his business associate George A. Wilson were contracted to do the teaming work involved in the 
onstruction of the Chestnut Hill Reservoir.Ricker owned the largest livery stable in the city of Boston, located on 


School Street. Wilson, who operated the Brighton Hotel, was a major property owner and real estate promoter. In 
October 1868 their firm had 88 teams working at the reservoir. (continued) 
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Historical Narrative, Faneuil West Area, continued 


Some $474,000 was paid to the Ricker and Wilson firm by the Water Works Board for this work, a sum representing 
twenty percent of the total project. Benjamin Franklin Ricker was one of the incorporators of the Butcher's 
Slaughtering and Melting Association, or Brighton Abbatoir.The legislature's creation of the abbatoir gave Ricker and 
a handful of Brighton men, the so-called "Brighton Ring", an effective monopoly over the slaughtering industry in the 
Boston area.By 1885, Ricker's widow Caroline E. Ricker owned this property. Caroline E. Ricker or a daughter may 
be the Caroline E. Thomas that owned this house until at least the mid-1920s. 


A Middlesex County deed plan (Vol.767, End Page) of " Land in Brighton owned by Charles G. Prentiss" dated 
February 23, 1857 shows 8 vacant lots west of Oakland Street and north of the cul-de-sac later known as Eagan Way. 
1 Eagan Way (see photo, Fig.4 ) was built on Lot #1 on the Prentiss Plan c.1857-1866. An early owner of 
this Italianate house was Thomas Hunt, a North Brighton grocer. Members of the Hunt family lived here until the 
turn-of-the-century. From c. 1905 until at least the 1930s, 1 Eagan Way was the residence of policeman Harry Quirk. 


Constructed c. 1857-1866, the Italianate house at 11 Eagan Way (see photo, Fig. 5 ) was owned by Sarah A. 

Matchett, probably a descendant of the prominent 18th century family that owned a great estate atop Hunnewell 

X%Bowen ) Hill. She owned this property until c. 1910. From 1916 until at least the early 1930s, contractor Andrew 
\9/3iagan owned this house. 


72 Oakland Street (see photo, Fig.1 ) occupies the northwestern corner of the Charles G. Prentiss 
development. The earliest known owner is Francis W. Dudley. He was an employee of C. Dana & Co., 52 North 
Market Street. By the 1890s, Edwin j. and Silas Harrell, masons, owned this property. The Harrell heirs owned this 
house until c. 1920. During the 1920s and 1930s, Anna B.Lenker, Lewis Lenker, steel worker and Joseph Allen 
Lenker, machinist, are listed at this address. By 1875 there were 20 dwellings between Oakland Street and Allen 
Road.Most of these houses survive, although several have been extensively modernized. 


Before turning to the section west of Allen Road, mention should be made of 544 Washington Street 

(see photo, Fig.16 ). This unusual, towered Mansard/Queen Anne house has a long association with members of 
Brighton's building trades. Situated on a triangular lot formed by the intersection of Washington Street and Langley 
Road, this house was built c. 1870-1875 by and for John H. Mc Causland, carpenter. By 1885 , Granville A. Fuller 
owned this property. Granville A. Fuller resided at 15 Sparhawk Street, Brighton. His father, Granville Fuller was a 
talented architect/builder responsible for the design and construction of the Greek Revival Brighton Town Hall in 
1841. Granville A. Fuller was a partner in his father's lumber company and was also a civil engineer. From the 1890s 
until at least the 1930s, this house was owned by Walter L. Maquire, roofer with an office at 46 Cornhill Street, 
Boston. 


The section of this area on the level ground west of Allen Road was slow to develop until the introduction of the Oak 
Square electric streetcar line in 1889. Prior to 1875, this area had been farmed by members of the Brooks, Taylor and 
Vane families. Most of the cross streets in this area were set out between 1892-1900, including : Brackett Street, 
Oak Square Avenue, Montfern Avenue and Fairbanks Street. Turner Street. Beechcroft and 
Brock streets were laid out between 1900 and 1910. (continued) 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


a, Community: Form No: 
A, assACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brighton, MA 


Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Faneuil West Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Faneuil West Area, continued 


Multi-family housing is the rule rather than the exception in this area. Part of a group of eight two-family Queen Anne 
houses at 7-37 Brackett Street, 27-29, 31-33 and 35-37 Brackett Street are the most intact of these 
houses. Brackett Street was set out during the 1890s on land owned by Solomon Dodge in the 1870s and Cephas 
Brackett during the 1880s. By 1899, these houses were owned by J.F. Wilson, James R. Gerrish, Superintendent of 
the Deer Island Institute, and Savin Hill, Dorchester resident Frederick J. Stark, "Real Estate and Mortgages" 
Residents of these houses in 1930 included Henry E. Kriesen at 27, John J. Buckley, bookbinder at 29, Wilfred J. 
Pye at 31, John J. Madden, machinist at 33 , Austin M. Beatty at 35 and Margaret J. Feeney at 37. 


Oak Square Avenue was set out during the early 1890s over land owned by George Hobart Brooks during the 
1870s and '80s. Most of Brook's land was located on the north side of Faneuil Street between Parsons and Brooks 
streets. Built between 1900-1908, the Queen Anne , single family house at 49 Oak Square Avenue (see 
photo, Fig.21 ) was owned by Sarah and William B. Sawyer from the early 1900s until at least 1930.Its lot lot 
was one of nine undeveloped contiguous lots owned by Charles Collar in 1899. William Sawyer was a clerk in the 
assessor's office at Boston City Hall. 


ve Oak Square Avenue (see photo, Fig.15 ) is another Queen Anne house built on the house lots of Charles 


8. Collar during the early 1900s. Alfred R. Hutson salesman and treasurer of the W.H. Elliot and Sons Co., 
Inc.probably commuted by electric streetcar to his offices on Tremont Street, Boston. Hutson lived here until at least 
the early 1930s. 


Set out over Jacob F. Taylor's farm land in 1892, Fairbanks Street is lined with a mix of single- and two -family 
houses as well as three-deckers. The Queen Anne/ Shingle Style single-family house at 57 Fairbanks Street (see 
photo, Fig.23 ) was built c. 1895-1899 for a family named Jacob. Later owners included Myra E. Jackson 
(early 1900s), Margaret B. Gove (1910s) and J. Frank Carroll, carpenter (1920s and '30s). The Queen Anne/ Shingle 
Style house at 78 Fairbanks Street (see photo, Fig.14 ) was built c. 1895-1898 by and for James A. Millar, 
carpenter. Occupied by R. Lawson during the early 1900s and 1910s, Louis F. Russell, salesman , owned this house 
during the 1920s and 1930s. 


Turner Street possesses one of the finest collections of three-deckers in Allston-Brighton. Built between 
1910-1915, 11 to 47 Turner Street (see photo, Fig. 12 ) are Colonial Revival three-deckers with broad 
corner bowed bays. These structures were built on lots carved from the Jacob Taylor farm. Interestingly the 1899 
Brighton Atlas shows the proposed path of Turner Street passing directly through one of the Taylor homesteads on 
Washington Street. By 1916 11 Turner Street was owned by Timothy Mc Cathy. In 1930, Murray M. Burchell, 
electrician, John B. Bateman, postal worker as well as Timothy Mc Carthy, janitor, Brighton High School are listed at 
this address. 14 to 24 Turner Street (see photo, Fig.13 ) is a quartet of 2-family Jacobethan Revival 
houses built in 1914 Mc Arthur Brothers Construction Co. of Newton from designs provided by Edman C. Stewart. 
(continued) 
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~ INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


») Community: Form No: 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION A liston-Brigheaiieee MA 


Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Fayeuil. WEST 
AeA 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Faneuil West Area, continued 


One measure of this area's tremendous growth during the 1890-1915 period was the construction of a church and two 
schools. The Oak Square Methodist Church at 519 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.17 ). Founded 
in 1911, this Shingle/Craftsman style church is one of two surviving wooden churches built before World War I in 
Allston-Brighton. It was built on land owned by the Jacob Taylor family during the late 19th century. 


According to William Marchione in the Bull in the Garden, the 1914 Mary Lyon Elementary School at 50 
Beechcroft Street (see photo, Fig.18 ) became, for many Brighton residents, a symbol of Mayor Curley's 
neglect of Brighton during the World War [ era. During the 1910s, Brighton was still a Yankee Protestant Republican 
bastion. In the 1914 mayoral race Brighton backed South Boston political boss Thomas Kenny rather than James 
Michael Curley. During Curley's first term, from 1914 to 1917, Brighton received scant attention. 


The only major public facility constructed in the Faneuil section during this period, the Mary Lyon School was "a 
structure that was overcrowded from the day it opened its doors in September, 1914." The Brighton Item dated July 
25, 1914 provides a detailed description of the new school which was designed by Richardson, Barrett and 
Richardson, 31 State Street, Boston. 


S)uilt at a cost of $40,000.00, "the interior of the building is finished throughout with stained hard wood. In the 
basement are the playrooms for boys and girls, janitors room, boiler room, electricians room, and a storage room ... 
six Class rooms, together with a nurses room and a teachers room occupy the main floor. ..the floors of the class 
rooms are of maple and the walls have a burlap wainscoting above which the walls are painted plaster. The color 
scheme used throughout is of green and buff. The main entrance's floors and steps are of marble and terrazzo....One 
of the class rooms is a fresh air room with extra large casement windows that can be opened to admit plenty of air." 
the Item article also noted that the boys and girls had separate paved play yards and that the foundation was built to 
allow a third story "if necessity demands it." 


The Classical/ Renaissance Revival James A. Garfield School at 95 Beechcroft Street (see photo, 
Fig.19 ) was built in 1924 on a lot carved from the old Taylor farm. Constructed of red Barrington brick with 
Indiana limestone trimmings, this handsome building was designed by John F. Cullen. Built to contain 8 class rooms, 
a kindergarten , master's suite and teacher's suite, the Garfield helped to relieve the crowded conditions at the Lyon 
School. : 


Further research is needed on the interesting development of c. 1940s square, masonry, Colonial Revival houses at 
66 to 38 and 7 to 45 Beechcroft Street, 8 to 40 and 23-47 Brock Street. (see photo, Fig.20 ). 
Brock and Beechcroft Street lagged behind the development of other cross streets because of the presence of the 
Alexander Mc Murty Quarries east of Beechcroft Street, near Washington Street during the 1880s and 1890s. 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
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Faneuil West Area 


Allston/Brighton, Boston, Massachusetts 


1&2 (inclu) Allen Road 

6 to 104 (even) Beechcroft Street 
7 to 95 (odd) Beechcroft Street 
7 to 55 (odd) Brackett Street 

12 to 46 (even) Brackett Street 
8 to74 (even) Brock Street 

24 to 64 (even) Brock Street 

1 to 11 (odd) Eagen Way 

7 to 85 (odd) Fairbanks Street 
14 to 84 (even) Fairbanks Street 
272 to 348 (even) Faneuil Street 
7 to11 (odd) Malbert Road 


~6to 18 (even) Malbert Road 


2 to 56 (even) Montfern Road 
5 to 59 (odd) Montfern Road 

2 to 94 (even) Oakland Street 
5 to109 (odd) Oakland Street 


3 to 69 (odd) Oak Square Ave. 


8 to 70 (even) Oak Square Ave 
11 to 93 (odd) Turner Street 
12 to 86 (even) Turner Street 


461 to 591 (odd) Washington Street 


.544 (inclu) Washington Street 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


Community: Form “No: 
4ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brighton, MA 
’ MO ffice of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Harvard Business Sch- 
Athletic Facilities Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Harvard Business School-Athletic Facilities Area, continued 


The Harvard Business School campus encompasses 30 buildings on 61.45 acres; 12 of these buildings date to the 
first phase of construction in 1925-1927, including: Mc Culloch,Chase,Glass, Mellon, Students' Club (Career 
Development),Gallatin, Faculty Club (Ludcke),Hamilton,Sherman, Morris and Morgan Halls as well as the Baker 
Library. Two of the U-shaped Dormitories, Gallatin and Morris, were completed in 1940.Two of the small 
"instructor's buildings" included in the original McKim , Mead and White plan were not completed until 1966, 
including: Humphrey and Dillon. Over time, the Business School has expanded beyond the confines of the Mc Kim 
plan; HBS buildings have been constructed to the east and south of the original campus. The Georgian Revival style 
has prevailed as the historic style of choice from the Mc Kim, Mead and White Buildings of the mid 1920s to the 
Robert Shaw Sturgis-designed Cotting House built in 1966.The 11 buildings erected after 1970 were built in the 
modern and post-modern styles, utilizing traditional brick materials as well as glass, steel and concrete. 


The Harvard Athletic Facilities at Soldiers Field encompass 9 buildings on acres.The Newall Boat House is the only 
athletic facility located on the north side of Soldiers Field Road; the remaining buildings of this complex are located on 
the west side of North Harvard Street. 


Considering this area from east to west, the Harvard Business School campus will be considered first. Designed by 
(yc Kim, Mead and White in 1924 and built between 1925 and 1927, this firm's plan clustered the buildings around a 
series of enclosed courtyards and arranged them on a grand axis. This campus' great central mall stretched from 
Soldiers Field Road , adjacent to the Charles River, to Baker Library which provided a strong focal point at the 
southern end of the mall. This mall was oriented across the Charles River towards the Georgian Revival structures of 
the River Houses.Bainbridge Bunting and Margaret Henderson Floyd note in Harvard An Architectural History that 
" the main quadrangle, along with the riverbank parks, forms a great open mall between Baker Library and Elliot 
House across the River, each with its gilded cupola. In contrast to the openness and formality of the main quadrangle 
are a series of inner residential courtyards of different sizes, grouped symmetrically.....The rigid symmetry is relieved 
by the cross-axis of Harvard Way, laid out as an arc corresponding to the bend of the river. The curving vista along 
this street is one of the most attractive aspects of the Business School's campus." 


The buildings of the historic, mid -1920s core of the Harvard Business School manage to convey a sensibility that is 
of a more domestic than institutional nature. This "academic village"-like effect is achieved via halls or dormitories that 
that are characterized by a residential scale. According to Bunting and Floyd, the dormitories on either side of the great 
mall consist of " large three-story blocks interspersed with free-standing two story units covered with white stucco 
and long stretches of facade are subdivided into sections with different wall surfacing and fenestration to relieve 
monotony. Variety is also achieved by interrupting the cornice with gables or pediments, for which there are three 
alternative designs."(continued) 
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INVENTORY FORM NTINUATION SHEET 


| Community: Form: No: 
«saMASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brighton, MA 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Harvard Business Sch- 
Athletic Facilities Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Harvard Business School-Athletic Facilities Area, continued 


Situated within two groups separated by the Great Mall, the buildings of the original Mc Kim -designed campus , with 
the exception of Morgan Hall and Baker Library represent three distinct types, including: eight small rectangular 2.5 
story office buildings Humphrey Hall and Ludke Hall (see photos, Figs. 1 and 2 ), four large U-shaped 
6-story buildings exemplified by Mc Culloch Hall (see photo, Fig. 3 ) and two 6-story buildings such as 
Hamilton Hall whose long rectangular forms are enlivened by projecting pavilions at the corners and centers of the 
facades.The small, rectangular brick and stucco are enclosed by gambrel (Humphrey, Dillon, Fowler and 
Loeb) and hip (Glass, Career Development, Ludke and Sherman) roofs. 


These buildings were sited to enclose small and large court yards. Additionally, the hip roofed buildings are linked to 
the larger U-shaped and rectangular buildings by graceful brick and cast stone-trimmed archways. Viewed as part of 
continuous masonry walls bordering the Great Mall, these small stucco-covered structures also relieve the great 
expanse of red brick walls. Identical in terms of form and materials, these small office buildings exhibit other 
differences besides roof configurations; each building exhibits subtle differences in terms of fenestration and 
ornamentation. 


outor example,the buildings facing Harvard Way are five bay, double pile masonry structures while those situated on 

Aotene east and west sides of the large court yards are five bays wide with a depth of a single bay. Exemplifying 
differences in ornamentation, Humphrey's corner pilasters are Doric while those of Ludke's are Corinthian. 
Humphrey's main facade is devoid of ornamentation between the first and second floors while rectangular white 
marble panels appear beneath the second floor windows of the Career Development Building. The small gambrel 
buildings lining Harvard Way feature fan light -surmounted center entrances that open directly on to a path while 
access to their hip roof counter parts is via projecting and enclosed entrance porches as is the case with Career 
Development and Ludke. 


In general, the common characteristics of these small office buildings include: main facades covered with stucco, 
windows containing 12/12 wood sash, gauged brickwork lintels with brick or stone key stones, five dormer windows 
ranged across the main facades' slate roof slopes as well as tall chimneys at either end of the roof. 


The four U-shaped dormitory structures, including McCulloch, Chase, Gallatin and Morris (see photo, 
Fig.4 _), are constructed of brick, rise to a height of 6 stories and are enclosed by gable roofs. Their outer, east 
,west and north walls are 15 bays long.At the center of these long outer walls are broad brick segmental arches which 
interrupt the roofs' continuous cornice line. Narrow 3- -bay facades border Harvard Way, culminating in stepped and 
pedimented gables.The stepped portion of these gables exhibit boldly rendered cast stone scrolls which are flanked by 
flaming urns composed of the same material.The corners of these buildings exhibit cast stone quoins.The court yards 
formed by these buildings and the small office buildings are below the grade of Harvard way and are reached via short 
flights of granite steps. Access to these buildings is gained via entrances located on the 9-bay east, west and north 
walls.In general, entrances are enframed by rusticated wooden surrounds.Located above each of the six entrances are 
tall arched windows.In general, windows exhibit raised moldings, contain 12/12 wood sash and display gauged 
brickwork lintels.The dormers of these buildings are pedimented with arched windows containing Gothicized upper 
sash. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


Qa Community: Form No: 
SSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston en tiehton Gants 


Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: MHarvard Business Sch- 
Athletic Facilities Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Harvard Business School - Athletic Facilities Area, continued 


Mellon and Hamilton Halls (see photo, Fig. 5 ), the two long rectangular, 6-story buildings lining Soldiers 
Field Road , shield the large, T-shaped court yards from the north winds. The planarity of the 32-bay river side walls 
is relieved by four projecting 3-bay pavilions which appear at the corners and center of this facade. Like the narrow 
gables of the U-shaped dormitories, these buildings culminate in stepped, pedimented and cast stone scroll and 
flaming urn-ornamented gables. The walls overlooking the court yards are rendered identically to those on the river 
side with the noteworthy exception of a 5-bay stucco covered center segment. In general, windows exhibit molded 
surrounds, contain 12/12 wood sash and are surmounted by gauged brick work lintels. Access to these buildings is 
via entrances located on the two center pavilions overlooking the court yards.Pedimented dormers project from the 
slate shingle covered gable roofs. 


Baker Library (see photo, Fig. 6 ) is an M-shaped , 2.5 story building composed of a main block which is 
15-bays wide and three bays deep and a rear addition which encompasses three ells. (continued) 
Designed by Mc Kim, Mead and white, the main block is enclosed by a cupola topped hip roof. Baker Library, unlike 
the other Mc Kim buildings does not slavishly adhere to the Georgian Revival style , exhibiting elements of the 
Classical and Federal Revival styles. Greek Classicism, for example is evident in the main facade's giant portico. 
omposed of four monumental Ionic columns, the portico's pediment is accented with modillion blocks and contains 
Harvard University's coat of arms flanked by curving vine and leaf forms carved in low relief. Access to the main 
entrance is gained via a broad flight of steps. At the center of the 3-bay entrance facade are tall, bronze, multi-pane 
double doors set within an arch; the entrance surrounds are composed of white marble.The entrance arch echoes the 
Harvard Coat of Arms carved in low relief.Beneath the second floor windows of the entrance bay are marble panels 
which exhibit swags, inverted torcheres and rosettes carved in high relief. The 15/15 wood sash windows of the first 
floor, set within blind arches, strike a Federal Revival note.The main block's facades culminate in frieze and side 
boards, modillion block cornices and a handsome balustrade. 


The three important interior spaces of Baker Library include the Entrance Hall, Reading Room and Aldrich Library of 
Finance. The Entrance Hall exhibits marble walls and floor. On the wall opposite the front doors is a large opening 
covered with an iron grille providing a view of the book stacks. According to the Harvard Handbook of 1936, the 
grille covered opening " is not only simple and effective but leaves an impression of the potential knowledge which 
may be gained through the effective use of library resources. Rising to a height of 20 feet, the Entrance Hall currently 
contains historical exhibits and its walls are hung with the portraits of past HBS Deans. 


The magnificent second floor Reading Room extends the entire length of the building. Measuring 240 feet in length 
with a depth of 43 feet, Baker's Reading Room seats 500 readers. Bunting and Floyd note that " the subdivision of 


this room into three parts by huge Venetian arches echoes the scheme of the remodeled picture galleries in the south 
wing of Versailles." (continued) 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


@, Community: Form. No: 
ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allstod Brightoue i MA 


Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Harvard Business Sch- 
Athletic Facilities Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Harvard University Business School-Athletic FacilitiesArea ,continued 


Morgan Hall (see photo, Fig.7 ), to the west of Baker Library is a three-story, rectangular building which is 
constructed of brick with wood and stone trimmings.Enclosed by a low hip roof, its 17-bay main facade borders 
Harvard Way. Following the first two bays from each corner are three -bay projecting, pedimented pavilions. The 
center entrance is reached via a flight of granite steps and is flanked by Doric pilasters and surmounted by a heavy 
entablature accented with dentils.In general, windows contain 12/12 wood sash and are surmounted by gauged brick 
work lintels with small key stones. Exterior ornamentation includes corner quoins, marble plaques between the 
windows of the first and second floors, frieze and side boards, and modillion block cornices. Pedimented dormers 
contain double windows.During the early 1990s Moshie Safdie and Associates designed an addition that projects from 
the entire length of the rear wall . At that time the interior was completely gutted and attractive Post Modern interiors 
were created, including an atrium; the floor of the atrium features a mosaic depicting the head of a young man known 
as the Tethys Mosaic. Dating from 325-360 A.D., this mosaic was originally part of the floor of the Antioch public 
baths. 


Kresge Hall (see photo, Fig.8 ) is located at the eastern eastern end of Harvard Way, the cross-axis of the 

campus plan. It is a D-shaped Georgian Revival, three-story brick building containing the Business School's dining 

ooms. Built in 1951-1953, from designs provided by Perry, Dean and Hepburn, this red brick structure's rear wall is 
isteach for the terraced appearance of its bowed structural components. 


The Dean's House (see photo, Fig.9 ) is a fine example of the Georgian Revival style built in 1929 from 
designs provided by Coolidge, Shepley , Bulfinch and Abbott. Consisting of a 2.5 story hip roofed -main block with 
a two-story east ell, the Dean's House appear to derive inspiration from the the mid 18th century Annapolis, Maryland 
mansions designed by William Buckland. The main block measures 5-bays in width and is three bays deep. Its 
symmetrical main facade features a projecting, pedimented pavilion. The center entrance is flanked by fluted 
Corinthian pilasters and is surmounted by a 5-pane transom and broken segmental pediment. In general windows 
exhibit molded wooden enframements and contain 12/12 wood sash. The main block culminates in a modillion block 
cornice and low brick parapet. The hip roof rises directly from the parapet and exhibits a trio of gable roofed dormers. 
Despite the main block's symmetry, there is no west ell to balance the east ell. The east ell is composed of a narrow 
2-story linking segment and a square 2-story component which exhibits two small, square windows on the second 
floor of each of its facades. On the west side of the main block is a brick wall-enclosed garden, that together with the 
semi-circular driveway were part of the Olmsted firm's landscape design for this property. 


Located to the west of the Dean's House and abutting Baker library is Aldrich Hall (see photo, Fig.10 ). Like 
Kresge Hall, it was designed by Perry Dean and Hepburn during the early 1950s.Both Kresge and Aldrich recall the 
Perry firm's work at Harvard's Houghton Library (1941). Rising to a height of three stories, this long rectangular 
brick class room structure is enclosed by a hip roof with three pairs of double chimneys rising from the roof at regular 
intervals. Separated from Harvard Way by an ample lawn, this building's 13-bay main facade is enlivened by two 
projecting, pedimented pavilions and four half-cylindrical multi pane bays.The pedimented pavilions are located at the 
second and eighth bays and exhibit wide double doors surmounted by large fan lights. Above each entrance, Tall 
windows open on to wooden balconies.Basement windows echo the fan lights of the entrances. The third floor has a 
clerestory-like appearance, set off from the lower walls by a continuous sill course; rising from the sill course are 
small rectangular windows. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Property Name: Harvard Business Sch- 
Athletic Facilities Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Harvard Business School -Athletic Facilities Area, continued 


Bunting and Floyd note that " A deliberate lack of ornamentation places the burden of design on the clarity and 
proportions of the massing and fenestration. In this matter there is a certain resemblance to Regency work, but not an 
archaeological replication. The large half cylindrical bays that rise through three levels and the simple circular fans 
above the entrances are memorable. Aldrich stands as a transition between the traditional earlier architecture and the 
stark geometry of buildings executed here since 1960." 


Cotting House (see photo, Fig.11_), located between Morgan Hall and North Harvard Street, has the 
distinction of being the very last Georgian Revival edifice erected at Harvard. Designed by Robert Shaw Sturgis in 
1966, this building respects the material and massing of neighboring structures. This U-shaped brick structure rises to 
a height of three stories. Enclosed by a low hip roof, a handsome wooden, domically capped cupola rises from the 
center of the main block. Projecting from the three center bays of the 9-bay main facade is a Tuscan columned porch ; 
encircling the porch's roof is a balustrade composed of balusters interspersed between ball-topped plinths. Opening on 
the porch, are multi-panel double doors flanked by multi-pane sidelights and surmounted by a fan light. The windows 
of the first floor and the five center bays of the main facade are enframed by blind arches that recall the fenestration 
treatments of Charles Bulfinch.The 5-bay rear wall is flanked by short wings and faces an open court yard. A wooden 
@osann with balusters of unusually ample proportions is located above the rear wall's entrance. Bunting and Floyd 
bserve that 
"the proportions of ornamental detail, moldings, woodwork, window casings, and returns were consciously enhanced 
throughout by Sturgis, designing in an age that no longer provided the craftsmanship and hand-finished structural 
components of Charles Coolidge's era. It is architecture derived stylistically from an earlier time, but this tough little 
building provides a worthy final chapter to the saga of Georgian design that has been the underlying historic theme of 
Harvard architecture." 


The eleven buildings erected on the HBS campus after 1966 reflect contemporary and post-modern trends in 
institutional architecture. The roster of HBS buildings constructed over the past 30 years includes: Burden Hall 
(1968-1971, by Phillip Johnson), Teele Hall (1969, by Kubitz and Pepi), Mc Collum Center (1970, Shepley, 
Bulfinch, Richardson and Abbott), Baker Hall (1970, by Shepley, Bulfinch,Richardson and Abbott),Cumnock 
Hall (1974, Earl Flansburgh) and the four Soldiers Field Apartments (1974-1976, by Benjamin Thompson). 
During the early 1990s, new additions to the Business School campus included the Chapel and the Shadd 
Gymnasium by Kallmam, Mc Kinnell and Wood. 


The Harvard University Athletic Facilities occupy acres on the west side of North Harvard Street. This area is 
enclosed on its north Harvard Street and Soldiers Field Road sides by a well-designed fence composed of vertical 
iron bars and brick and concrete trimmed piers. Constructed in 1897-1900 from designs provided by Ira N.Hollis with 
H. Langford Warren, this fence is an integral part of the Harvard Athletic Facilities area; every effort should be made 
to preserve this enclosure.Particularly noteworthy is the gate way at the northwest corner of North Beacon Street 
and Soldiers Field Road (see photo, Fig.12 ).Tall brick piers with an overlay of raised, ornamental brick 
work culminate in large acorn-like concrete finials.These piers flanks a handsome, ornamental wrought iron gate. 
(continued) 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 





@ i AssACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA 


Property Name: Harvard Business Sch. 
-Athletic Facilities Area 






Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Harvard Business School - Athletic Facilities Area, continued 


The Harvard Athletic Facilities area encompasses eight buildings, including the Newall Boat House; the boat house is 
the only Harvard University athletic facility located on the north side of Soldiers Field Road. This area is dominated by 
the great U-shaped mass of Harvard Stadium (see photo, Fig.13 ). Built in 1902 from designs provided by 
Charles Follen Mc Kim, Daniel Burnham and Mc Kim associate George Bruno de Gersdorff, this stadium combined 
the design of a Roman circus and Greek amphitheater with raised concrete seating. This structure's open end is 
oriented towards the Charles River. The stadium represents an innovative system of construction composed of 
ferroconcrete slabs, piers and girders. The stands' seating within the stadium is constructed of precast concrete laid on 
steel trusses. The unbroken exterior arcade was the largest massive poured concrete structure in the world at the time 
of its completion. 


On the north side of Harvard Stadium, four athletic facilities line Soldiers Field Road. Two of these buildings are 
architecturally noteworthy, including Briggs Cage and Dillon Field House. Palmer Dixon Tennis Courts 
(c.1960s) and the Blodgett Pool (1977-1978) represent contemporary masonry and concrete designs of their 
times. 


Briggs Cage (see photo, Fig.14 ) is a large rectangular 2-story building constructed of concrete omamented 

@ ii: brick dressings. Designed by Guy Lowell in 1926, this building exhibits functional qualities which differentiate 
this athletic facility from class room buildings.Briggs Cage possesses a simple, visually powerful design. Placed on 
an axis with the open end of the stadium, its wall and ornate door are subservient to the geometry of its sleek slate 
hipped roof. The first floor is devoid of windows. Measuring 15 bays wide with a depth of 19-bays, occulus widows 
and arched windows appear at the second floor's southeast and southwest corners, respectively. Set within an ornate 
brick arch ,the main entrance is located at the center of the south wall. 


Dillon Field House (see photo, Fig.15 ) was built in 1929 from designs provided by Coolidge, Shepley, 
Bulfinch and Abbott. This rectangular structure has the appearance of a 1.5 story hip roofed, cupola -topped building 
raised up and set back facing an encircling terrace atop a l-story platform. The "platform"'s south wall measures 
13-bays in width and is 10-bays deep; the north wall is 17-bays wide. The upper structural component's south wall 
features an arched portico which measures three bays wide, with a depth of two bays. This porch's piers spring from 
the terrace. Beneath the arches of the south facade is a center entrance set within and flanked by blind arches; 
multi-pane windows are set within these arches, and, indeed, blind arches enframe all of the bays on the south 
elevation. The tall windows of the second floor contain 12/12 wood sash and are also set within blind arches. The 
facade exhibits three hip-roofed dormer windows on either side of the porch gable; five identically rendered dormer 
windows appear at the side elevations. The octagonal cupola exhibits four clock faces and is enclosed by a domical 
roof that , on a smaller scale, echoes the cupolas of the South Yards dormitories across the Charles River. (continued) 
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@ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 
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Allston-Brighton 


Property Name: Harvard Business 
School-Athletic Facility 






Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Harvard Business School - Athletic Facilities, continued 


Situated on a narrow strip of park land between Soldiers Field Road and the Charles River, the Newell Boat House 
(see photo, Fig.16 ) ranks among the finest examples of its type, in the United States. A major landmark on the 
North Allston shores of the Charles River, this boat house represents the work of Robert Peabody of Peabody and 
Stearns. Built at the turn of the century, this is the only structure on the Harvard Campus completely covered with 
slate shingles.Possessing a 1.5-story rectangular form with square towers at its corners, one story wings project from 
its side walls. The main block is enclosed by a hip roof while its 2-story towers exhibit distinctive pyramidal roof caps 
with ornate finials which incorporate a nautical rope motif. Trios of dormers with steeply pitched gable roofs rise from 
the east, west and south roof slopes. The dormers' windows are set within deeply recessed slate shingle covered 
pointed arches.The north side elevation exhibits a pair of dormers with arched windows linked by two windows. The 
main, river-facing facade features four broad entrances flanked by multi-pane side lights and surmounted by large 
multi-pane fan lights. The three-bay facades of the ells' north walls also exhibit double doors.The towers on the river 
side of the building exhibit tripartite second floor windows set within broad arches.The south facade's towers exhibit 
tall arched second floor windows which light interior stairways. Projecting from the center of the south facade is a 
wooden entrance porch exhibiting pairs of Tuscan columns.Opening on to this porch are a pair of unusually broad 
double entrances which exhibit solid, multi-panel double doors.The design of this extraordinary building, with its 
references to The Shingle, Queen Anne, Colonial Revival and event a hint of Japanese inspired aestheticism in the flare 

@ the roof lines, beautifully illustrates the extent to which the turn-of the-century was a fertile time for original 
architectural design in America. 


The two remaining buildings encompassed within Harvard's Soldiers Field athletic facilities are the modern, mid-20th 


century concrete and brick rectangular 2-story Albert H. Gordon Track and Tennis Center and the 
Alexander Bright Hockey Center. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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| Property Name: Harvard Business Sch- 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Harvard Business School-Athletic Facilities, continued 


The Harvard School of Business Administration (HBS) was established in the Fall of 1908 as a department of the 
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, with a two-year program for the degree of Master of Business Administration. 
The school evolved from the School of Education during the late 19th century. According to Harvard Historian 
Samuel Elliot Morrison, impetus for the Business School's founding came after the panic of 1907 when "it seemed 
more important for the University to try to make a profession of the oldest of the arts-business. " The prospect of a 
Business School at Harvard was unpopular in many quarters at Harvard. Morrison noted that those opposed to the 
new school assumed that "it was to be a mere school of successful money-making; and although that motive has not 
been absent from students' minds, the objective of Dean Gay and his staff was to create a practice, a profession, and 
an ethic of business management." Harvard , unlike other business schools of the period, accepted only college 
graduates; within a decade of its founding, the Business School had become so popular that the top floor of Widener 
was no longer adequate for the number of students enrolled in this program. Mr. George F. Baker, a banker and 
industrialist presented the University with five million dollars for a group of buildings to house the Business School. 


The construction of the Harvard Business School campus during the mid -1920s must be considered within the larger 
context of President Abbott Lawrence Lowell's ambitious plans for improving the quality of a Harvard education and 
expanding the physical plant of the University. Born December 13, 1856, Lowell was part of a Boston Brahmin, 

> Jnitarian family that had served University and Commonwealth for several generations.He received an undergraduate . 
degree in Mathematics in 1877 and was awarded a law degree three years later. He returned to Harvard as a part-time 
lecturer during the late 1890s and became a full professor in 1900. He was elected to the presidency of the University 
in 1909 by the Harvard Board of Overseers. Mr. Lowell became the greatest builder in Harvard's history. Between 
1910 and 1930, more new construction was completed than in all Harvard History previous to Lowell's presidency. 
President Lowell, by all accounts, was actively involved in the University's construction projects and could be seen 
"inspecting operations, deciding details with quick and accurate judgment, and leading perspiring and trembling 
celebrities across swaying planks and up builders’ ladders." The Georgian Revival was Lowell's "signature" 
architectural style ; in this regard, the architecture of the the Harvard School of Business Administration would not 
diverge from Lowell's penchant for the architecture of 18th century Britain. Morrison commented that the construction 
at Harvard during the Lowell years, "has done less violence to the old Harvard than might have been expected, since 
most of it was entrusted to the firm of architects headed by Charles A. Coolidge (Coolidge , Shepley, Bulfinch and 
Abbott), which, instead of going in for the "collegiate Gothic " or the "imperial Elizabethan " that have so transformed 
our ancient contemporaries, stuck consistently to Georgian." The Business School project , on the other hand, was not 
passed along to the Coolidge firm but, after a competition, was awarded to Mc Kim , Mead and White. 


During the late 19th and early 20th century Mc Kim, Mead and White ranked among the most accomplished and 
prolific architectural firms in the United States. This firm's important projects included the Boston Public Library at 
Copley Square (1888-1895) and the East and West Wings of the White House during the early 1900s. Mc Kim, Mead 
and White were selected to design the buildings of the Harvard School of Business Administration from a competition 
of 55 architectural firms; Among the five finalists were Guy Lowell; Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch and Abbott; Parker, 
Thomas and Rice ; J.J. Hafner and Associates and the Mc Kim firm. Jeffrey L. Cruikshank notes that Mc Kim, Mead 
and White's winning drawing "depicted a straight forward group of buildings with the desired "semi domestic" 
character. They recognized the bend in the Charles river, reflecting it in their designs of curved buildings,roads and 
trapezoidal court yards." Respecting the vision of the Business School's principal benefactor, the Mc Kim firm's 

@ «sign featured a library as the focal point of the campus. 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Harvard Business School - Athletic Facilities Area 


The contract for the Business school's design was awarded Mc Kim Mead and White on January 10, 1925. 
Foundations for the HBS buildings were laid in the early spring of 1925 by Hegeman and Harris of New York City, 
contractors who specialized in "monumental" projects. The supervising architect was Charles W. Killam of the 
Harvard University School of Design . Wallace Brett Donham, Dean of the Business School ,was also involved in the 
supervision of this project. 


The landscape architects for the HBS campus were from the distinguished firm of Frederick Law Olmsted. The 
designer of New York City's Central Park and Boston's Emerald Necklace Park System, Olmsted had been dead for 
nearly 30 years by the time of this project. Hired in April, 1925, the Olmsted firm had the daunting task of landscaping 
marshland that had been partially covered with fill in 1924. The soggy soil would cause project delays; for example., 
Mellon Hall was completed in November, 1926 while the majority of the buildings were ready for occupancy in 
October of 1926, nearly 16 months after ground breaking; in October, 1926, 521 Business School students and 275 
students from other Harvard Departments moved into the schools new dormitories.Morgan Hall and Baker Library 
were completed in February 1927. 


‘Thirteen buildings are original to Mc Kim, Mead and White's 1925-1927 single phase plan for the Business School, 

@ncluding: Mc Culloch, Chase,Glass, Mellon, Loeb, Ludke, Hamilton, Sherman, Morris, Gallatin, Fowler and 
Morgan Halls, as well as Baker Library. These halls or dormitories were named in honor of United States Secretaries 
of the Treasury. Each of the six dormitories housed from 125 to 150 students and each had its own dining room. The 
initial decentralization of student dining facilities was fairly innovative during the mid 1920s. Food to the halls was 
supplied through underground tunnels from a kitchen located in the basement of Mc Culloch Hall.The small dinning 
room approach was designed to increase the intimacy of social life for students; it proved to be very successful until 
skyrocketing costs in the 1940s forced conversion to a single dining center. From the mid 1940s until Kresge Hall's 
completion in 1953, a central dining room for the HBS campus was located in Cowie Hall. Once located behind 
Morgan Hall, this dining facility was demolished at an undetermined date. 


Also dating from the mid-1920s are the Students Club (presently the Career Development) and the Faculty Club 
(presently Ludke Hall, see photo, Fig.2 ), T Dillon and Humphrey Halls were part of the original Mc Kim Plan; 
although their foundations were laid in 1925-1927, these structures were not erected until the mid- 1960s. Dillon Hall 
was built to house Finance and faculty offices while Humphrey Hall was the original headquarters of the Behavioral 
faculty.Sherman Hall was originally a residence for married students. Additionally, Glass Hall also served as housing 
for the Business school's instructors.The Business School administration offices were houses in Gallatin Hall until 
Morgan Hall was completed in February, 1927. 


The Harvard University School of Business Administration was dedicated on June 4, 1927. At the time of the 
dedication ceremonies views of unfilled marshes was hidden from view by temporary fences. Officiating at this 
event was the Episcopal bishop Lawrence of Massachusetts while the guest of honor was the Business School's 87 
year-old benefactor, George F. Baker. A bronze plaque located in Baker Library's reception hall reads : 

"this group of buildings dedicated on June 4,1927, and an endowment therefore were given by George Fisher Baker, 
banker and philanthropist, to promote knowledge and integrity in the art of finance, industry and commerce, objects 
doubly advanced by his generous gift and by his life long example."(continued) 
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@IASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Aianaaaion, iv 
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Property Name: Harvard Business Sch- 
Athletic Facilities Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Harvard Business School -Athletic Facilities Area, continued 


Named for George F. Baker, the Business school's principal patron, Baker Library (see photo, Fig.6 ) 
quickly became a major scholarly resource rich in economic history. .By 1936, the library's collection encompassed 
135,000 volumes and pamphlets on accounting, business, economic history, public utilities and transportation. Early 
in the library's history, the eight children of Rhode Island Senator Nelson W. Aldrich donated his collection of 
publications on banking and finance to Baker Library. During the 1970s, the Aldrich collection was incorporated into 
Baker's collection. 


Completed in 1927, Morgan Hall (see photo, Fig.7 _) was built to house administration offices and by the early 
1930s housed the Harvard Fatigue Laboratory. Conducted as a physiological institute, the Fatigue Lab was operated in 
conjunction with the Psychological and Sociological Departments of the Business School and the Department of 
Hygiene in Cambridge. Morgan Hall was neste in honor of Mr. Baker's friends J. Pierpont Morgan, the Wall Street 
financier and philanthropist. 


Interestingly, the Business school's buildings were originally heated by a circulating hot water system . Steam was 
piped from the Cambridge Electric Company's generating plant on Western Avenue, Cambridge, through pipes 
incorporated into the basic structure of the Weeks Foot Bridge over the Charles River. 


@ vel Elliot Morrison summarizes HBS's formative period , stating that " the school suffered in its early years from 
part-time instructors who were better at conducting business than at teaching it; but this quasi-apprentice stage was 
surmounted more quickly than in the Law School and the Medical School. In spite of the Great Depression, the School 
worked out its own technique of teaching, acquired a competent professional staff, a library rich in economic history, 
research institutes and an enthusiastic body of students." 


After World War LL, the Federal Public Housing Authority built 12 one story structures for the families of 37 veterans 
attending the Business School. Known as "Tortilla Flats", these structures were grouped around an oval driveway on 
and near the site of Kresge Hall. These buildings were demolished during the early 1950s. 


One measure of HBS's prosperity during the post war years was the construction of Kresge Hall and Aldrich 
Hall during the early 1950s. Funded by the S.S. Kresge Foundation, Kresge Hall (see photo, Fig.8 ) 
provided cafeteria service for 620 students as well as dining rooms for faculty. Meeting Rooms, a large lounge and 
snack bar were also housed within this building. Aldrich Hall (see photo, Fig. 10 ) was named for Senator 
Nelson W. Aldrich of Rhode Island. Containing 13 horse shoe-shaped rooms arranged with semi-circular seating for 
informal class room discussions, it was built to accommodate 1,177 students. Aldrich Hall also housed the 
amphitheater essential to the school's famous case study system. 


Elizabeth S. Padjen notes in a Harvard Magazine article entitled "Business Unusual", that "the great legacy of the Mc 
Kim , Mead and White plan was two-fold: it established sense of community as an essential foundation of the school's 
pédagogical philosophy and it established strong architectural guidelines for the benefit of future designers." 


Padjen's observation is true, up to a point, given that as late as 1966, Cotting Hall followed the Georgian Revival 
formula set forth by Mc Kim , Mead and White in their 1925-1927 buildings. Buildings constructed during the late 
1960s and 1970s tended to reflect contemporary international architectural trends with the boxy brick and concrete 
ly 1970s Mc Collum Center exemplifying a turning away from architecture rooted in the 18th century Georgian 
style. 
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@ 1 AssACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA 
Property Name: Harvard Business Sch- 
Athletic Facilities Area 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Harvard Business School - Athletic Facilities Area, continued 


The Harvard Athletic Facilities at Soldiers Field Road is just over a quarter of a century older than the Harvard 
Business School campus and embraces buildings representative of more varied architectural forms and styles. 
According to Samuel Elliot Morrison, "athletics properly so called, the classic games of the ancient world, began at 
Harvard as a side -show to the boat races". By the late 1870s, track , wrestling,boxing and gymnastic competitions 
were becoming part of a formal athletics program at Harvard. 


In 1875, the future site of the Harvard University Athletic Facilities was a largely undeveloped area called Longfellow 

Meadows."Marble Yards", however, were located just to the west of the Harvard Bridge. South of the Marble yards, 

on the west side of North Harvard Street were four structures and two stables owned by Irene b. and Martha Willard. 
West of these structures, Longfellow Meadows encompassed large tracts owned by C.C. Little, J. Owen, Horace and 
William A. Saunders, Charlotte A. Stimson and E. Willard. 


The 1885 Brighton Atlas shows the Charles River waterfront in North Allston before the Metropolitan District 
Commission park land was created in the early 20th century. The shore line is highly irregular, punctuated by small 
coves, streams and what appears to be narrow canals. 


Qui Major Henry Lee Higginson gave Harvard thirty-one acres on the south side of the Charles River in North 
Allston, 1890, the athletic center at Harvard was the area north of Kirkland Street and east of Massachusetts Avenue at 
Holmes and Jarvis Fields. By 1899, the Harvard Athletic area was divided into two large tracts called Longfellow 
Meadow and Soldiers Field.Soldiers Field was named in memory of six of his Harvard class mates who fell fighting 
for the Union Army during the Civil War. 


Harvard's oldest Soldier's Field athletic facility, Carey Cage, was built from designs provided by H. Langford 
Warren, Dean of the School of Architecture, and L. J. Johnson , professor of engineering. 

The first permanent Harvard athletic facility at Soldiers Field, the half-timbered Carey Cage was demolished in 
October, 1995 to accommodate a new athletic center. The profile of the roofs of Carey Cage was "inspired by 
Japan's influential exhibition at the World's Columbian Exposition four years earlier." 


The Newell Boat House, Soldiers Field Road, ( see photo, Fig.16 ) designed by Robert Peabody of 
Peabody and Stearns between 1899-1900; it was the first permanent structure for sculling on the Charles River. 
Peabody, while an undergraduate at Harvard had been captain of the crew. He had also been involved with President 
Elliot during the late 1890s in earlier unexecuted plans for the development of the Yard and of Soldiers Field. Peabody 
and Stearns enjoyed an extensive practice which lasted for 40 years. The firm was of major importance from the 1870s 
through the 1910s and was known for its school, public building, commercial and residential design. Peabody and 
Stearns were responsible for Boston's New York Mutual Life Insurance building at Post Office Square , Brunswick 
Hotel (demolished), R.H. White Boston Ware House Store, Ames Webster Mansion and Custom House Tower. 
This firm is also credited with the design of the Chelsea Town Hall and Christ Church, Waltham. (continued) 
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Property Name: Harvard Business Sch. 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Harvard Business School/Athletic Facilities Area, continued 


The Harvard Stadium (see photo,Fig. 13 ) on North Beacon Street was designed in 1902-1903 by Charles 
Follen Mc Kim and George Bruno de Gersdorff of Mc Kim , Mead and White (see photo, Fig. __). At the time of the 
Stadium's construction, it was the largest ferroconcrete structure in the world. Bunting and Floyd laud this 
masterpiece's "unity of thought, rarely reached in the generating conditions of any building. The stadium is 
functionally almost perfect, structurally innovative, and aesthetically advanced." As late as the 1890s, the need for 
competitive athletics at Harvard was highly controversial. The tide turned in favor of constructing a major athletic 
facility when Ira Hollis, an outspoken critic of athletics became a champion of reinforced concrete construction. The 
erection of the Harvard Stadium represented an opportunity to work with this still-experimental material on an 
unprecedented scale. In an effort to legitimize athletics at the university , Harvard Architecture Professor Langford 
Warren invoked the analogies of Greek amphitheaters and Roman stadia to connect the erection of a Harvard stadium 
with the Classics. Bunting and Floyd note that " the professors of mechanical and civil engineering produced a system 
of construction so innovative that it required continual modification in the process of the pour and erection of the 
ferroconcrete slabs, piers, and girders." Charles Follen Mc Kim, of Mc Kim Meade and White, along with Daniel 
Burnham associate were responsible for integrating a Classical proportional system into the enormous design.Mc Kim 
and Burnham are credited with "the brilliant concept of orienting the structure with its open end to the Charles River, 
thus providing one of its chief aesthetic attractions." A Mc Kim associate, George Bruno de Gersdorff rendered the 
@iual drawings of the stadium. 


Charles Follen Mc Kim (1847-1909) was the founding partner of Mc Kin, Meade and White, the most popular and 
successful firm of late 19th century America. Mc Kim's bold Classical and Renaissance Revival design vision s are 
evident in the Boston Public Library (1888-1895), Pennsylvania Station, New York City (demolished) and the layout 
and design of the Columbia University campus on Morningside Heights, New York City. The firm is still in 
existence, and, as Steinman, Cain and White, maintains an office on Park Avenue, New York City. 


Daniel Hudson Burnham (1846-1912) was in partnership with John W. Root between 1873-1891.The Chicago-based 
Burnham and Root designed several early, innovative skyscrapers, including the Monadnock Building and the 
Reliance Building, both at Chicago between 1889-1891 and 1890-1894. The latter was a classical example of early 
American steelframe construction. Burnham was entrusted with the preparation of the World's Columbian Exposition 
in Chicago in 1893. At the turn-of the century, he was a leader in the City Beautiful Movement, involved in the 
planning of city centers with axial layouts in Washington, Cleveland, and San Francisco. 


Later noteworthy Harvard athletic facilities included Guy Lowell's Briggs Cage (1926, see photo, Fig.14 ) 
Coolidge , Shepley, Bulfinch and Abbotts' Dillon Field House (1930, see photo, Fig.15  ). Both masonry 
buildings are designed in the Colonial Revival style and line Soldiers Field Road. Guy Lowell was the architect of the 
Museum of Fine Arts Boston . The Shepley firm was Harvard's unofficial "in house" architectural firm during the late 
19th and early 20th Century. Harvard's oldest Soldier's Field athletic facility, Carey Cage, was torn down during the 
Fall of 1995. Carey Cage was built from designs provided by H. Langford Warren, Dean of the School of 
Architecture, and L. J. Johnson , professor of engineering to clear ground for a new athletic center and monumental 
gateway. 
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


~D 
Check all that apply: 


LJ Individually eligible O Eligible only in a historic district 
(J) Contributing to a potential historic district Potential historic district 


fae iA OB WMC OD 


Criteria Considerations: WA ele Bien Ge vieja) o (et Te es ee 


Statement of Significance by__ Edward Gord 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


Harvard Business School-Athletic Facilities Area 


Considered eligible as area encompassing the 1926 McKim Mead and White-designed Harvard 
Business School Campus. The buildings of the Harvard Business School represent a 
continuation of the Georgian Revival style that is the predominant architectural mode for the 
University’s buildings north of the Charles River. The buildings of the Harvard Athletic Facilities, 
on the west side of North Beacon Street date from 1899 to recent years and include the Newell 
Boat House(1899) on Soldiers Field Road, designed by Robert Peabody of Peabody and 
Stearns. Harvard Stadium, at North Beacon Street, dominates the athletic facilities sub area 
by the enormity of its concrete form. Designed by Charles Follen Mc Kim, Daniel Burnham and 
George Bruno de Gersdorff of Mc Kim, Mead and White in 1902-1903, Harvard Stadium was the 
largest ferroconcrete structure in the world at the time of its completion. Additionally, the athletic 
facilities include Briggs Cage (1926-1927) on Soldiers Field Road which was built in 1926- 

‘ 1927 from designs provided by Guy Lowell, architect of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts and 

; Dillon Field House(1931), on Soldiers Field Road, designed by ,Coolidge, Shepley, 

Bulfinch and Abbot 


7/92 





FORM A- AREA 


Assessor’s Sheets 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 
&9 Boylston Street 
pon, Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 

buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 

numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 

side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
- to continuation sheets. 


roll arc S | 


x) 
Sketch Map 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 
Town Boston, Massachusetts 





Place(neighborhood or village) ___Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area St. Anthony's Area 


Present Use Residential 


Construction Dates or Period c. 1840 to 1930 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acreage aPp UO acRES 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) April, 1996 


(sec attached nro» ) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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‘AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 
_~ scribe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
ue St. Anthony's area in North Allston represents one of the largest districts of wood frame single and two family 

houses in the Allston -Brighton survey area. This area is more or less bounded by Western Avenue on the north, 
Franklin Street (both sides) on the east, the back lot lines of Adamson Street on the south and Everett Street on the 
west. Its street system represents a modified grid with more streets running east-west than north-south. The principal 
institutional complex in the area is that of St. Anthony's Roman Catholic Church which encompasses the 
church itself, at the corner of Athol and Holton Streets, along with the rectory, school and convent at 49, 59 and 

69 Holton Street, respectively. Modest Greek Revival and Italianate houses built between c. 1835 and 1860 border 
streets just to the south of Western Avenue such as Raymond and Holton streets as well as the Appian Way. 
Additionally, Everett Street , a north to south thoroughfare linking Western Avenue with Union Square is another 
repository for early, but mostly altered dwellings of pre-Civil War origins. Queen Anne single and double houses in 
the southern half of this area date to the last three decades of the 19th century. Providing an attractive foreground from 
which to view mid -to- late 19th century residences at 2; 4 and 6 Fern Street ; 8 Holton Street; and 96 to 100 Franklin 
Street is a small triangular ornamental green space called Franklin Square. 


A description of the St. Anthony's area's highlights, reading from north to south, includes the node of masonry 
buildings at 150 to 168 Franklin Street; 70 to 76; 80 to 86 and 88 to 98 Raymond Street, 2 to 24 
Mead Street and 2 to 4 through 30 Holmes streets as well as the brick double house at 43-45 Raymond 
Street represent a curious anomaly in a neighborhood whose houses are overwhelmingly constructed of wood. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 
Despite this areas proximity to the old Road to Roxbury ( North Harvard Avenue), set out as early as 1638, and 
Western Avenue, a product of mid 1820s Federal Period transportation improvements, the St. Anthony's area did not 
begin to develop as a residential quarter until as late as the the 1840s and 1850s. One of the reasons for North Allston's 
ate development lies in the fact that its land was owned by a handful of families , including the John Gardners, Moses 

riggs’ and Samuel Sparhawks until well after the Revolution. During the second quarter of the 19th century , Joseph 

Everett owned most of the land within this area. The socio-economic and religious needs of these families was oriented 
toward Harvard Square, Cambridge rather than Brighton Center. In 1779, these families were exempted from paying 
ministerial taxes within the newly formed Little Cambridge (Brighton) church because they attended Congregational 
worship services in Harvard Square. While the Gardners and the Sparhawks lived in southeastern Allston, the 
Sparhawks resided in the vicinity of Western Avenue. Allston would remain a place for persons "just passing through" 
until the mid 19th century when industry began to develop along the Charles River. The most glorified example of 
North Allston as an area to traverse on the way to larger population centers occurred on April 18, 1775. On that date, 
Thomas Dawes, the other major "Midnight Rider" passed over North Harvard Avenue on his way to alert the Lexington 
/Concord countryside of the momentous military mission of General Gage's British troops. 


A major watershed in the history of Saint Anthony's development occurred in 1825 , with the addition of Western 
Avenue to Brighton's developing transportation system. This road construction project was sponsored by the 
proprietor's of the West Boston Bridge ; this bridge had been constructed in 1793 , following the route of the present 
Longfellow Bridge linking the West End of Boston with Kendall Square, Cambridge.According to Brighton historian 
William Marchione " since this road would carry traffic around rather than through the commercial heart of the 
community, it was strongly opposed by the people of Brighton. Despite a strongly worded protest from the town, 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Maps / Atlases- 1830,1852,1866,1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925 

Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 

Boston Landmarks Commission, Allston-Brighton Preservation Survey, 1978 

Marchione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1986 

Winship, J.P. C., Historical Brighton, I, II. 

Srighton Item, Feb.4, 1939, Dedication of Memorial Alter, Tribute to Late William V. Mc Kenney Attended by a Great 


Bathering", prt ols; 6:7 
Brighton Item, Nov.19, 1904, p.7, cols 1&2-"Gardner School Now Building At Corner of Brentwood and Athol Sts.” 


[X] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


DiAassacHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form: No: 
Allston-Brighton 


Property Name St. Anthony's Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, St. Anthony's Area, continued 


For example, the north side of Raymond Street is bordered by three groups of interesting red brick duplexes 
numbered 70 to 76 ; 80 to 86; and 88 to 98 Raymond Street .Built c.1890-1897, each of these two-story, 
rectangular groups represent duplexes with two apartments on each floor. Entrances are located at the center of each 
8-bay main facade. While numbers 80 to 86 and 88 to 98 exhibit two paired entrances recessed within shallow, 
elliptical arches, 70 to 76 feature a paired entrance to the right of which is a single entrance. Soldier bricks accent the 
elliptical and semi circular arches of these entrances; the paired entrances of 70 to 76 retain their original Queen Anne 
entrance treatments, including solid lower panels and a long rectangular upper pane of glass surrounded by smaller 
panes. In general, sills are simple rock faced granite bars. Much of this group's charm lies in its corbeled cornices and 
stepped, triangular and rectangular center parapets which are enlivened by a dense concentration of angled header 
bricks. 


88 to 98 Raymond Street (see photos. Fig. 1) are actually part of an L-shaped configuration of eight ,two 
-story, red brick duplexes which also includes 150 to 168 Franklin Street. Designed by E.R. Morse, this group's 
Raymond/Franklin Streets corner was evidently built to contain two former storefronts and a residential second floor 
whose corner wall culminates in a rectangular parapet. In general, each Panel Brick/Queen Anne, duplex features 
4-bay facades, including an entrance which is half of a pair set within shallow, recessed arches.Particularly memorable 
the ornamental brickwork of a panel the size of a standard window, to the left of the Raymond Street storefront as 
well as three panels composed of angled, projecting and recessed header and stretcher bricks between numbers 166 
and 169 Franklin Street. Above all, it is the ornamental dental courses of the cornices and low center and corner 
parapets that define an architectural identity unique within Allston-Brighton. 


» 


Across the street from from 80 to 86 Raymond Street is a T-shaped, double red brick house numbered 43 to 45 
Raymond Street (see photo, Fig.2 ).Built c.1860, decades before the brick row houses of Raymond, Holmes, 
Mead and Franklin Streets, this Greek Revival duplex evidently set a precedent for masonry houses in the northeastern 
corner of this area. Characterized by an unusually broad, 4-bay, 2.5 story street-facing gable, this house's entrances 
are located at the center of five bay side walls. These entrances open on to small porches with turned , Queen Anne 
posts and flat roofs that apparently represent later additions. In general, windows are slightly recessed within this 
building's planar wall surfaces. Set off by simple brownstone bar ans and lintels, these windows contain 6/6 wood 
sash. 


A considerably more common form of 2-family housing in this area are the duplexes at 215-217 to 172-174 
Franklin Street and 58-60 to 66-68 Raymond Street. Possessing boxy , rectangular forms the salient feature 
of these houses are the overhanging second floors which shelter open porches and are enclosed by gable roofs. These 
c. 1890s houses are characterized by three -bay main facades with five bay side walls. 


The earliest house on Raymond Street is probably the greatly altered Carpenter Gothic cottage at 31 Raymond 
Street (see photo, Fig.3 ). Built c.1856, this 1.5 story house stands with its three-bay north gable facing 
Raymond Street.Although it retains its original siting and wavy barge boards its alterations over time include a one 
story enclosed front porch, wall dormers on the 5-bay east wall as well as vinyl siding which covers its entity 
T-shaped form. 


Benning between Raymond Street and Western Avenue, Riverdale Street, with its mostly altered single, 
‘(wo-family and three decker housing has been included within the bounds of the St. Anthony's area for reasons 
having to do with siting, form and elements which are compatible with the more intact housing stock of the St. 
Anthony's area. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, St. Anthony's Area, continued 


Occupying two lots at the corner of Raymond and the eastern segment of Westford Street, 34 Raymond Street 
(see photo, Fig.4 _) is set apart from neighboring buildings by its ample side and rear lawns. Built c. 1870, this 
Italianate/Mansard cottage's main facade exhibits a projecting and enclosed entrance porch. To the left of the entrance 
is a polygonal bay which is carried through the roof's cornice as a dormer. The front porch was originally open. Still 
intact are its chamfered posts and dentil courses beneath the roof's eaves.This house rises 1.5 stories from a rubble 
stone basement to a steeply pitched mansard roof. Possessing an irregular form, this house is covered with asphalt 
shingles . Wood trimmings, including window enframements and saw -cut cornice brackets are still intact. Projecting 
from near the center of the east wall is a square bay while the west wall exhibits In general, windows are simply 
enframed and contain 2/1 and 2/2 wood sash. 


Westford Street is a U-shaped way near Everett Street . Its eastern and western segments run northward from 
Raymond Street while its northern segment is parallel to Western Avenue. The western segment of Westford Street is 
noteworthy for its enclave of c. early 1870s Italianate Mansard cottages that includes 3,4,7,8,9,10 Westford 
Street as wellas9 Raymond Street. One of the more intact houses of this group is 3 Westford Street (see 
photo, Fig.5 ). This boxy, rectangular 2-bay double pile cottage cottage rises 1.5 stories from a rubble stone 

sbasement to a substantial hip-on-mansard roof.Like the majority of houses on this street it is covered with wood 
shingles.The slopes of the mansard retain their original slate shingles while the hip is covered with asphalt 
shingles.Each roof slope exhibits pairs of flat roofed dormers. Like all the houses of this enclave,5 Westford 
Street's main facade exhibits a front door which is surmounted by a deep door hood with large saw-cut 
brackets.The small entrance porch railings exhibit slat -work railings . The placement of the front door suggests a side 
-hall interior plan. A one-story polygonal bay stands to the right of the entrance. The only house of this group with 
intact saw-cut cornice brackets is 4 Westford Street. 


Set out in 1846, Everett Street is one of the earliest streets in this area ; not surprisingly it is lined with some of its 
oldest dwellings. For example , 233-235 Everett Street (see photo, Fig.6 ) at the northeast corner of Everett 
and Brentwood Streets, is a U-shaped 2.5 -story double house. Composed of a 7-bay, double pile main block with a 
pair of 2.5 story rear ells, its one -bay short wall faces Everett street while the ell's 3-bay side walls face north and 
south. Despite its vinyl siding, this house's main block has the appearance of a hip-roofed Federal/Greek Revival 
style farm house with later rear ell additions which are also enclosed by hip roofs.Projecting from the center entrance 
is a small entrance porch with paired Doric posts and lattice work covering the side walls.In general, windows contain 
6/6 wood sash and exhibit molded surrounds. Substantial brick chimneys rise from the northern and southern ends of 
the main facade's roof slope.Nestled into the intersections of the main block and rear ells and projecting from the side 
walls of the main block are porches with Doric posts that are similar but more attenuated than those of the front 
porch.These posts support heavy entablature and second floor porches, porch railings consist of angled and vertical 
boards.Rising from the main block's south roof slope is a pedimented dormer window. 


Another early, noteworthy Everett Street house is the side-hall plan Greek Revival house at 205 Everett Street 

(see photo, Fig.7 ), corner of Holton Street. Built c. 1836, this boxy, gable fronted house has a three-bay main 

facade and five bay side walls. Although covered with vinyl siding, this house still has the appearance of a temple 

form, Greek Revival farm house complete with fluted Tuscan columns and pedimented attic. This 2.5 story house 

rests on a brick basement.The placement of the front door suggests a side hall plan. Flanking the front door are 
iree-pane sidelights with solid lower panels. Its windows feature molded surrounds; almost certainly, these windows 

originally contained 6/6 wood sash but presently exhibit 1/1 replacement sash. 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, St. Anthony's Area, continued 


Returning to the east-west cross streets, Holton Street is particularly rich in significant historic structures , including 
the buildings of the St. Anthony of Padua Roman Catholic Church complex. This node of ecclesiastical 
buildings encompasses a convent, school, rectory as well as the church itself. The church, rectory and school occupy 
the entire block bounded by Brentwood, Athol, Holton and Everett streets. 


Considering this collection of ecclesiastical buildings from west to east, St.Anthony's Convent at 69 Holton 
Street (see photo, Fig.8 ) was built between 1925 and 1935. The convent is a handsome example of the Tudor 
Revival style. Situated on a large corner lot, short lawns bordering Holton and Everett streets are enclosed by 
paneled, concrete retaining walls.Constructed of red brick with gray granite trimmings, this T-shaped building is 
enclosed by intersecting gable roofs. Its main elevation exhibits a center, recessed 3-bay entrance facade flanked by 
short wings . The wings’ end wall gables exhibiting banks of four contiguous windows on the first and second floors 
and small tripartite attic windows. Access to the main facade's enclosed center entrance porch is gained by a flight of 
concrete steps which ascend this building's low, pedastal-like rise. The walls of the entrance porch are composed of 
the same granite materials as the window surrounds. Above the entrance is a tripartite window, which in turn, is 
surmounted by a roof slope with a tripartite dormer. The three -and four -bay west and east walls feature surface 
sreatments similar to the those of the main facade. In general, windows exhibit wide granite surrounds and contain 

Biutti-pane sash over single panes. The pair of tall arched windows at the center of the first floor, Everett Street facade, 
exhibit tall, arched windows that contain arched tracery and stained glass; presumably, these windows light the 
convent chapel. 


Built c. 1910-1915, St. Anthony's Parochial School, at59 Holton Street (see photo, Fig.9 ) isa 
T-shaped, Tapestry Brick, masonry building which rises 2.5 stories from a low brick basement to a low brick parapet 
encircled flat roof. The Holton and Everett streets' facades exhibit center entrance bays flanked by two banks of 
five windows. Particularly noteworthy are the entrances' cornice -headed brick work enframents. The most ornate of 
the two entrances is located at the center of the Holton Street facade. The double front doors are surmounted by 
tripartite windows with small multi-pane wood sash. Header brick "dentils" surround the arched entrance. Decorative 
brick work treatments include the gauged and recessed soldier and header brick work of the main entrance's arch as 
well as the horizontal bands of soldier brick with cast stone accents that are located on either side of the front 
doors.Ornamenting the spandrels of the entrance arch are circular panels containing shield-like motifs.Beneath the 
modillion block cornice is an entablature with incised letters which read :St. Anthony's School. 


Next door to the east of St. Anthony's School is St. Anthony's Rectory at49 Holton Street (see photo, 
Fig 10 ). Built between 1906-1906, the rectory represents a restrained rendition of the Georgian Revival style. 
Essentially T-shaped in form, this building's 3-story main block is enclosed by a low, slate-shingle -covered hip 
roof.Its 3-bay main facade overlooks a lawn which is enclosed by a simple iron fence. Its five bay east and west walls 
face St. Anthony's Church and School, respectively. Projecting from the center of the main facade's first floor is an 
énclosed entrance porch whose Colonial Revival entrance enframements are composed of multi -pane side lights and 
transom. Flanking this entrance are brick piers with Doric capitals. In general windows contain 1/1 wood sash and 
exhibit simple granite bar sills and lintels. Closely spaced wooden brackets appear at the roof's cornice. Rising from 
the center of the main elevation's roof slope is a small hip roofed dormer . 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, St. Anthony's Area, continued 


St. Anthony's Roman Catholic Church at 37 Holton Street (see photo, Fig.10 ) is by far the most 
architecturally significant building in the St. Anthony's area. Designed by Franz Joseph Unterzee in 1894, this 
church's plan is that of a modified Latin Cross. In terms of style, it is a fine example of Italian Romanesque Revival 
architecture. Constructed of tan puddingstone with granite trimmings, this church is enclosed by an intersecting gable 
roof. This church's main, 2.5-story elevation consists of the southern end wall gable of the nave; the nave is flanked 
by the end walls of the eastern and western aisles. Access to the street is provided by a flight of granite steps which 
leads to tripartite, round arched entrances.The multi pane front doors are deeply recessed within round arched arched 
openings. The arches spring from stepped entablatures which surmount piers ornamented with Corinthian collonettes. 
Above the entrance is a rose window which is flanked by paired, arched windows.The main elevation's fully 
enframed gable is set off by scalloped granite edging; the pediment contains three small and narrow arched 
windows.The east and west transepts feature large arched stained glass windows; the transepts attic are treated 
identically to that of the main facade. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, St. Anthony's Area, continued 


The beginnings of intensive residential development in this area date to 1856 when the Joseph Everett estate was 
sub-divided into a multi -lot tract bounded by Everett Street on the west, Western Avenue on the north, Franklin Street 
on the east and Holton Street on the south.The Joseph Everett house was located on Western Avenue, just to the north 
of Westford Street. It consisted of a T-shaped residence set back from Western Avenue facing a semi-circular drive . 
To the rear of the Everett House was a long rectangular barn. Although the modified grid pattern of streets in this area 
remains the same as that of the 1856 deed plan, the streets , for the most part, have been assigned different names. 


Street also appears as Pearl Street on early deed plans. The lots on the south side of Raymond Street had already been 
sold to individuals bearing the names of Carpenter, Bird,Brown,Holbrook,Dolbear, Shipley, Steel and Day. 
Interestingly, the May 1,1856 " Plan of Auburn Place, Shewing (sic) the house lots belonging to the estate of Joseph 
Everett, Dec'd" shows that lots 13 and 14 of this plan were intended for the location of a pond. A notation on these 


Vernon Street was changed to Raymond Street in 1884, Auburn Street became known as Athol Street in 1885, Pond 
and Pleasant Streets became known as Brentwood and Holton streets, respectively at undetermined dates.Brentwood 
lots reads "these two lots are reserved for a pond which at any time may be suitably excavated and walled by any one 
vor all of the owners of lots lying between Vernon (Raymond) and Pleasant Streets (Holton Street) at their own cost 
d charge.The fact that the Everetts and the surveyor, A.R. Binney, included what was clearly an ornamental pond in 
this area suggests that this development was being "pitched" to affluent homeowners. The pond was never excavated 
and this area developed as a decidedly blue collar rather than as an upscale enclave. 


The first house erected in this development was the Italianate house at 21 Holton Street (see photo, Fig.11 ) 
which was built c. 1855-185 by and for the architect-builder John Davenport. Winship noted that "to the last 
generation of builders was one of the most widely known in Boston, and his work was proverbially good and 
thorough". By 1875, this house was owned by John Davenport Jr. whose business is listed as "tobacco and cigars, 
19 Batterymarch", Boston. In 1885 , 21 Holton Street was one of three houses owned by Davenport in this area. 21 
Holton Street remained in the Davenport family until at least 1916.During the 1920s and 1930s, a Benjamin T. 
Loudon lived here. 


Also living and working in this area during the mid-late 19th century was the remarkable Davenport family of 
builders. Born in Boston in 1802, John Davenport constructed many residences in the Pearl Street area of Boston. 
Davenport built a large house on Holton Street in 1851(Possibly 15-17 Holton Street?). Davenport 's contracting firm 
was called Davenport and Bodwell. By all accounts he was one of the most respected builders in the Boston area. His 
sons John Jr. and Samuel carried on their fathers profession; Samuel N. Davenport built the two Italianate/Mansard 
cottages at33 and 35 Athol Street (see photo, Fig.12 ) c. 1870-1875. Davenport's address is listed as 
"Auburn Street" in 1875 and he probably resided in one of these dwellings. By 1885, these houses belonged to John 
Davenport Jr., a tobacco and cigar store owner. Later owners of 33 Athol Street include Helen A. and George W. 
Yeaton, book keeper, who commuted to 103 Broad Street, Boston (1899) and Lucy and Elizabeth Lally (early 1900s 
to at least 1930). (continued) 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


%, Community: Form No: 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brighton, MA 


Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: St. Anthony's Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, St. Anthony's Area, continued 


One of the earliest early house in the Everett development is 15-17 Athol Street. Built c. 1850s, this T-shaped 
Italianate house was owned by an S.B. Cushing during the 1870s and 1880s.By 1899, this house was owned by an 
E.E. Newell (15) and Ann F. Wright (17), widow who lived here with her son (?) Charles C. Wright, machinist. The 
Wrights lived in the half numbered 17 until at least the 1930s. Charles C. Wright is variously listed as machinist, 
Boston and Albany Railroad, and pattern maker. By 1930, Alexander Hendrickson , car repairer, Boston and Albany 
Railroad lived in 15 Athol Street as a tenant of Charles C. Wright. 


Another pre-1875 Moses D.Tucker-owned property is the Carpenter Gothic cottage at 31 Raymond Street (see 
photo, Fig 3 ).It was owned by the Tucker family until the early 1900s. From c. 1905 until c. 1920, it was owned 
by John Lee who is variously listed as a foreman and superintendent. During the 19230s and 1930s, Charles J. Mahan 
. conductor on the Boston and Albany Railroad lived here. 


43-45 Raymond Street (see photo, Fig. 2) was built in 1860 and is the only brick Greek Revival house in the 
area as well as being one of its very few masonry structures. Moses D. Tucker, its earliest known owner, was the 
proprietor of a provisions company and lived in the Italianate / Mansard house at 134 Franklin Street. He also owned 
other properties in the area including 122,124 and 126 Franklin Street. Tucker owned 43-45 Raymond Street until his 
eath in 1885.This house remained under Tucker family ownership until as late as c. 1920. Interestingly, the Tucker 
family was originally from the town of Raymond ,New Hampshire and it was probably on their account that Vernon 
Street was renamed Raymond Street in 1884. By 1925, it was owned by Charles M. Mc Laughlin (no occupation 
listed) who evidently rented this building's two units, living nearby at 2 Appian Way.By 1930, John P. Grogan, 
fireman with the Boston and Albany Railroad lived at 43 Raymond Street while Mrs. Mary L. Olsen lived in 45 
Raymond Street. 


oe 


Residential development south of Holton Street, in the St. Anthony's area was almost entirely restricted to Franklin 
Street and the aforementioned cluster of Greek Revival houses at Everett and Adamson streets.74-76 Franklin 
Street and 70-72 Adamson Streets are similarly massed and detailed double Italianate/Mansard houses.74-76 
Franklin Street was built c. 1870-1875 by and for Stephen Hill, builder. 70-72 Adamson is very similar in design to 
74-76 Franklin Street and probably represents Hill's work. Like the Everetts north of Holton Street, the Hills 
controlled extensive tracts of land bordering and east of Franklin Street. Extending from Athol Street, across Franklin 
to North Harvard Street, the Hills holdings extended southward from Holton and Franklin streets to Franklin and 
Lincoln streets. The Hills eventually donated a lot for the construction of the Hill Memorial Church on North Beacon 
Street during the 1890s. 74-76 Franklin Street passed to Frank P. Hill, marketman by 1885. Hill's wife Georgia A. 
Hill owned this property until c.1920.By 1925, A.M. and C. Mudarri, owners of the Pacific Kimono Company at 10 
Franklin Street, Boston, lived here. In 1930 George H. Mudari and Salvatore Onorato and Co., Contractors are listed 
at 74 Franklin Street while 76 Franklin Street was vacant. 


70-72 Adamson Street (see photo, Fig. ), was evidently moved to this site c. 1910-1915. This house may be 

a Stephen Hill -owned house that stood at the northwest corner of Franklin and Adamson streets. Adamson Street is 

shown on the 1875 Brighton Atlas as a cul-de-sac extending westward from Franklin Street and lined by nine houses. 

In 1909, 70-72 Adamson's present site was vacant and one of six undeveloped lots owned by Carrie A. Hill. 

By 1916 the present house occupied this site.At that time it was owned by Smalloff T. Mollins, fish dealer , of Gove 
pad Mollins, 156 Federal Street and 152 Summer Street, Boston. During the 1920s and 1930s, 70-72 Adamson Street 
and 74-76 Franklin Street had the same owners: Charles and Assad Mudarri (Pacific Kimono Co., 133 Essex Street 

and 10 Franklin Street). (continued) 
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INVENTORY FORM NTINUATION SHEET 


Besachuserrs HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton 


Property Name: St. Anthony's Area 








Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, St. Anthony's Area, continued 
a bill authorizing the project passed the Legislature and the objectionable highway was constructed." 


Despite its proximity to Western Avenue, or River Street as it was labeled on mid 19th century deed plans, the St. 
Anthony's area was slow to develop as a residential quarter.Franklin Street, which is the eastern-most 
thoroughfare of this area existed as an unpaved way as early as 1830 and was more formally set out in 1855. The 
setting out of Everett Street in 1846, between Union Square and Western Avenue evidently encouraged house 
construction. The earliest housing in St. Anthony's is located at the southwest corner of this area, at the intersection 
of Everett and Adamson Street. Three Greek Revival double houses at 8-10,12-14 and 16-18 Adamson Street and a 
single Greek Revival house at 1 Adamson Street, corner of Everett Street, survive to represent the earliest phase of this 
area's development. 


Considerably more intact than the Greek Revival houses at Everett and Adamson Street is the Abel Rice house at 205 
Everett Street (see photo Fig.7 _), corner of Holton Street. Located just to the south of the 1856 Joseph Everett 
development, Rice bought eight acres and built this house in 1836.Abel Rice was one of Brighton's earliest 
schoolmasters. The ell of this house was built to house schoolrooms.Rice cultivated strawberries on his North Allston 
creage and is credited with growing the first strawberries marketed in Boston.During the early 1870s, Rice was a 

Be. of the unsuccessful fight against the annexation of Brighton to the City of Boston in 1874.Farming on the Rice 
family's land continued until as late as the 1890s; a William H. Rice is listed as a farmer at this address in 1875 and 
1885. At the turn -of- the- century, this house's lot was one of five contiguous lots owned by Frederick W. Rice (no 
occupation listed). By 1916, Frederick W. Rice, clerk, "90 Faneuil Hall Market" owned this house. By 1925, this 
house's ownership had passed from the Rice family to William P. Dungan who was an assistant engineer with the 
Boston Fire Department and by the 1930s was a Fire Department Lieutenant. 


The Italianate /Mansard house at 34 Raymond Street (see photo, Fig.8 ) was owned by a member of the Rice 
family that made a name for himself in business and politics, rather than farming. Built c. 1870, this house was owned 
in 1875 by Edmund Rice, real estate agent and rail road contractor.Rice also served as a Selectman, Assessor, School 
Committee member and as a State Representative.By 1885, this house was owned by the Cambridge Savings Bank. 
At the turn- of -the- century it was owned by Lavinia F. Wentworth. ae the 1910s and 1920s, it was owned by 
Julia White, widow of John White. . 


In addition to the Rice Farm, the Scott brothers farm was another inportant agricultural concern on Everett Street in 
Allston's "North End". The Scott farm stood on the west side of Everett Street and included the site of the present St. 
Anthony's Convent at 69 Holton Street, corner of Everett Street. Like the Rices, the Scotts were widely known for 
their strawberries.The Scott brothers introduced several new varieties of the fruit including the Scott Seedling, Lady of 
the Lake and the Brighton Pine, among others. The Rice and Scott farms were but two of numerous farms and 
nurseries in Brighton that made the town one of the leading horticultural centers in New England by 1850. 
Further research is needed on the double house at 233-235 Everett Street (see photo, Fig.6 ). Although it has 
the appearance of c. 1830s Federal /Greek Revival farm house, Brighton atlases indicate that it was built as an 
L-shaped dwelling.This house acquired its present U-shaped configuration by 1909.Owned by a Jonathan B. Wright 
during the 1870s, this house was the property of Fannie C. and Leander Hammond from the 1890s until c. 1920. By 
925, a C.F. Blake owned this property. The 1930 Boston Business directory reveals Louis T. Myer, book binder 
ived at 235 while 237 was occupied buy John J. Walsh, foreman-in other words this house's occupancy by Jewish 
and Irish families in the Depression era represents, in microcosm, the changing demographics of Allston. (continued) 
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Piassacnuserrs HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA 


Property Name: St. Anthony's Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, St. Anthony's Area, continued 


The reasons for the St. Anthony's area's rapid development during the second half of the nineteenth century were 
threefold. The banks of the Charles River, just to the north of this area , were built up with commercial and industrial 
concerns during this period. Although the southern shores of the river were subject to periodic flooding, the Charles 
became a major artery of commerce, lined with coal wharves, lumber yards and similar establishments.Reinforcing 
this industrial pattern of development was the construction of the Boston and Worcester Railroad through Brighton in 
the mid-1830s.The railroad gave the Town of Brighton, with its developing cattle and slaughtering industries, a direct 
link to the City of Boston and points west. The railroad's impact on the community was maximized during the late 
1860s when railroad stations were built in North Brighton and North Allston; the Allston Depot is located just to the 
southeast of this area. By 1875,the railroad was a major industry in the St. Anthony's area, employing local residents 
in the car yards north of the Allston Depot as well as on the trains. Additionally, accelerated residential development in 
this area during the late 19th century may be attributed to the concentration of the slaughtering of cattle at the Brighton 
Abbatoir in the 1872-1880 period. The site of the Abbatoir complex was the high and dry area formerly known as The 
Pines, where the present Soldier's Field Road extension is located.Prior to concentration at the Abbatoir, cattle 
slaughtering had been conducted in about fifty small establishments scattered around Allston -Brighton, including the 
Hollis sheep slaughtering establishment of Western avenue near the St. Anthony's area. The elimination of these 
-malodorous enterprises made house construction more desirable in St. Anthony's and other areas. 


One of the first extensive, discrete residential developments within the old Everett estate is the collection of 
Italianate/Mansard cottages numbered 3,4,7,8,9,10 Westford Street (see photo, Fig.5_ ) lining the western 
"leg" of the U-shaped way known as Westford Street. The 1875 Brighton Atlas shows the future site of Westford 
Street and adjacent house lots as undeveloped land owned by the M. Faxon and B.R. Brown families.By 1885, the 
western segment of Westford Street is shown as a cul-de-sac called Everett Place. the cottages numbered 3,7,9 
Westford Street were owned by a J.A. Moore; 4 Westford Street was the property of a J. Evans while an F.Kidder 
and an Alexander Hunter, machinist owned 10 Westford Street.By 1899, Westford Street was called Everett Square 
and these cottages were owned primarily by persons with Anglo sur names, including: Maria Reid, widow at number 
3, J.A. Moore owner of numbers 5 and 9, Elizabeth Hampton at number at number 4, Marinus Houghton at number 8 
, Alexander Hunter, machinist at number 10 and R.B. and E.N. Hunter at number 12 Westford Street. By the 1910s, 
Yankees and Irish rubbed elbows on Westford Street. In 1916, 3,4,7,8,9,10 were owned by Patrick J. Carr, 
Elizabeth H. Hampton heirs,J. Albert Moore, Patrick Deehan, laborer, J.Albert Moore, and J.P. Jesser, whalebone 
worker. By 1930, Patrick Carr, conductor with the Boston and Albany Railroad was still the owner of 3 Westford 
Street, Charles H. Hampton is listed at 4 Westford Street, Walter P. Carney, "police Division 9" lived at 7 Westford 
Street,Patrick and Edward Deehan, laborers lived at 8 Westford Street, Michael P. Parcell is listed at 9 Westford 
Street while Mary C. Jesser lived at 10 Westford Street. 


One measure of the growth of this area during the late 19th century was the construction of the first Thomas Gardner 
School on Athol Street during the 1870s. The current Gardner School dates at Athol and Brentwood Streets, 
Brighton was built in 1906 from designs provided by Stickney and Austin. 


The area south of Holton Street is primarily a product of the 1890s. By that time, the introduction of the street railway 
to Western Avenue during the late 1880s, the establishment of the Sewall and Day Cordage Works and the Standard 
Cordage Company , to the West of this area , along with plans to replace industry with park land along the Charles 
DRiver were all reasons for this area's rapid growth. The Queen Anne 2-family house at 69/71 Athol Street (see 

photo, Fig.12), for example, was built during the 1890s for the Cose family of wage earners.Listed at this address 
in 1899 were John R. Cose, rope maker, William E. Cose, engraver and Charles F. Cose, upholsterer.(continued) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, St. Anthony's Area, continued 


73/75 Aldie Street (see photo, Fig.13 )was built during the 1890s for David F. Spinney, clerk. Indeed, Aldie 
Street and its 2-family Queen Anne houses was a product of 1890s development.The Queen Anne house at 

70 Athol Street (see photo, Fig.14 )was built c. 1895 for John F. Davenport, evidently from the local family 
of builders but in this case, he earned his living selling leaf tobacco at the Boston Customs House 


One measure of the growth of the community by the mid-1890s was the construction of St. Anthony of Padua 
Roman Catholic Church at 39 Holton Street (see photo, Fig.10 )which evolved from St. Columbekille's 
Roman Catholic Church . Constructed in 1894, this handsome Romanesque Revival church was designed by Franz 
Joseph Unterzee, a Swiss architect who built the Chester Block in the Harvard Avenue area in 1880, as well as the 
steeples of the Mission Church, Roxbury (1910).The St. Anthony's complex evolved between 1894, eventually 
encompassing a c. 1890s Rectory (see photo, Fig. 10A ) at 49 Holton Street,a1913 Parochial 
School (see photo, Fig.9 ) at59 Holton Street anda late 1920s Convent at 218 Everett St. (see 
photo, Fig.8 ), corner of Holton Street. The Convent dates to c. 1930 and was built on part of the George A. Scott 
strawberry farm and horticultural business which was 


é ‘ 
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st. Anthony's Area 
Allston/Brighton, Boston, Massachusetts 


3 to 87 (odd) Adamson Street 

4 to 80 (even) Adamson Street 
1 to 75 (odd) Aldie Street 

_2to 80 (even) Aldie Street 

1 to 11 (odd) Appian Way 

2 to 4 (even) Appian Way 

4 to 70 (even) Athol Street 

9 to 71 (odd) Athol Street 

6 to 20 (even) Bagnal Street 

7 to 11 (odd) Bagnall Street 

8 to 80 (even) Brentwood Street 
51 to 65 (odd) Syouiesd Street — 
163 to 287 (odd) Everett Street 
3 to 10 (even) Everett Square: 
2 to 6 (even) Fem Street 

49 to 143 (odd) Franklin Street 
58 to 190 (even) Franklin Street 
2 to 30 (even) Holmes Street 

7 to 63 (odd) Holton Street 

8 to 48 (even) Holton Street 

2 to 24 (even) Mead Street 

1 (incl) Prescott Place 

5 to 45 (odd) Raymond Street 
18 to 98 (even) Raymond Street 
4 to 58 (even) Riverdale Street 
17.to 59 (odd) Riverdale Street 
232 to 254 (even) Western Avenue 


st. Anthony's Area 
Allston/Brighton, Boston, Massachusetts 


342 (incl) Western Avenue 
3 to 39 (odd) Westford Street 
4 to 28 (even) Westford Street 


a 


pail o'r 
sticenfinpecs'\V f Noteok . "ORL Deveyee 


a + mare 


euevA meteeh (loi) Si 
fost biattesW (tg). & 







Cee eae ed 
I 





ines Inca (peveb ¢ . 


Massachusetts Historical Commission Community , Property Address 


80 Boylston Street : 
7 r Boston, Massachusetts 02116 Coston, Allston @eghtoh Af Sh. Anthong’s® Canto Anthonys: 


National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


&) 
Check all that apply: 


LJ Individually eligible O Eligible only in a historic district 
© Contributing to a potential historic district © Potential historic district 


Stas A 7B YC OF D 
Criteria Considerations: & A pee AP RO RIO TE a et lie 


Statement of Significance by_Edward wy. Gorge 
a The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


St. Anthony’s Area 


St Anthony’s represents one of the most layered of Allston -Brighton’s neighborhoods in terms of 
periods of development over time. The major architectural treasures of this area include the church, 
rectory, school and convent of St. Anthony of Padua Roman Catholic School (at 
37,49,59 and 69 Holton Street, respectively) and the early 20th century Georgian Revival 

* Thomas Gardner School at 20 Athol Street. The Romanesque Revival St. Anthony’s 
was built in 1895 from designs provided by Franz Joseph Untersee, architect of St. Columbkille’s 
School (1901) and the Chester Block (c. 1880) at Franklin and Cambridge Streets. The 
development of this area is bracketed by the laying out of Western Avenue, at the northern edge of 

. this area during the mid 1820s and World War I. Further research may identify housing from the 
1820s and 1830s but the first wave of intensive house construction appears to date to the 1840s 
and 1850s. Good examples of this early development include the side hall plan Greek Revival 
William H. Rice farm house at 205 Everett Street and the double Italianate dwelling at 15 - 
17 Athol Street. A second, post- Civil War wave of construction resulted in several Italianate- 
Mansard houses, including the discrete development of mansard cottages at 3-9 and 4-14 
Westford Stree (early 1870s). One of the most unusual row house developments in Boston are 

ay Panel Brick/Queen Anne groups at 150-166 Franklin Street, 70-76,80-86 and 88 -98 
Raymond Street as well as 2-30 Holmes Street and 2-24 Mead Street. Built c. 1890 by 
developer V. B. Mead, these houses constitute an interesting, anomalous node of well crafted brick 
houses.Judging by Boston Business Directory listings these row houses were occupied by 
predominantly Irish tenants. Aldie and Bagnal Streets represent a late 19th century residential 
a development of primarily two family Queen Anne houses.This area meets criteria A and C of the 

National Register of Historic Places. 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission ae a ae 
80 Boylston Street 


‘ton, Massachusetts 02116 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 


Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 
Photograph 
(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 
Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left Neti ch sats bia Dicueucae pian Ny 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll <q s Construction Dates or Period 1880-1940 


Overall Condition good to excellent 


Present Use Residential 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acreage ap lista! site snltim became one of funn 
8... Map Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) March, 1996 


(See attached map) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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“AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 
scribe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 


ak Square/ Hunnewell Hill encompasses the area between the level ground of Oak Square as well as the eastern 
slopes and top of Hunnewell Hill as far as the Newton Line.This area borders Washington Street and segments of 
several side streets, encompassing houses on Bigelow (numbers 5;7; 9/13) and Tip Top Streets (numbers 7;9;15 and 8; 
12/14; 16/20), and is overwhelmingly residential in character. Noteworthy, non -residential buildings are ranged 
around Oak Square and include the Art Deco Faneuil Branch of the Boston Public Library at 419 Faneuil Street, 
the Craftsman style Fire Station at 425 Faneuil Street , Our Lady of the Presentation Roman Catholic 
School, Rectory and Church at 634, 676, and 680 Washington Street and the former Oak Square 
Elementary School at 35 Nonantum Street. Oak Square, a triangular area containing a more or less oval park 
and several traffic islands is bordered by Washington Street to the south and Faneuil Street to the north. Continuing 
west of Oak Square this area encompasses residential properties on both sides of Washington Street, in a more or less 
linear configuration as far as the Newton Line. Washington Street ascends a steep hill before reaching level land in the 
vicinity of the Matchett / Washington Streets intersection. Situated near the top of this hillside is the distinctive, 
towered form of Our Lady of the Presentation Roman Catholic Church. 


The north and west sides of Oak Square are particularly rich in terms of historic buildings. The Faneuil Branch of 
the Boston Public Library at 419 Faneuil Street (see photo,Fig. 1) is particularly noteworthy as an example of 
an Art Deco public building. Built in 1931 from designs provided by Kilham, Hopkins and Greely, this L-shaped, 1.5 
story building is constructed of brick with granite facades. The library, with a frontage of 70' (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
Prior to i eton’Btichton's first English settlement in 1647-49, the Oak Square area had been a Native American 
settlement. It was at Nonantum Hill in 1646 that Rev. John Elliot, New England's great Indian missionary, preached 
the Christian gospel to the tribe and their leader, Waban. The "praying village" of Nonantum became one of fourteen 
_ eaten Indian communities in New England. Elliot's ability to reach the Indians via his command of the Algonquian 

guage, made English settlement of Allston -Brighton possible by the late 1640s.The grounds of the Our Lady of the 

Presentation School, at 634Washington Street, for example, might yield significant sub service remains of Waban's 
Native American settlement . 


During the first half of the 19th century, Brighton was an important horticultural center, boasting three major nursery 
concerns that had national reputations.One of these nurseries, Joseph Breck's Gardens was situated at the northwest 
corner of Nonantum and Washington streets at Oak Square. Although little evidence remains of this important industry 
within the Oak Square/Hunnewell Hill area, physical links with other aspects of this area's history are still intact. 


Brighton's long commitment to public education is symbolized in the Oak Square School at ___ Nonantum Street. 
Built in 1894 from designs provided by Edward March Wheelwright, this handsome Colonial Revival School was the 
focus of local preservationists efforts during the late 1970s to save the building ; these efforts were successful and the 
school has been adapted for reuse as condominiums. ee 


Western Brighton's significant historical associations with late 19th and early 20th century Catholic institutions are 
symbolized by Our Lady of the Presentation Church, rectory and school at 680, 676 and 632 
Washington Street, (continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Maps / Atlases- 1830,1852,1866,1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925 

Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 

Boston Landmarks Commission, Allston-Brighton Preservation Survey, 1978 
Marchione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1986 


Winship, J.P. C., Historical Brighton, I, II. 
eae Item, October 17,1931, p.1, cols. 1&2.-"Library Cornerstone Laid by Mayor Curley" and October 20, 1934, 


ocal Observance of Library Week, History of Brighton Branches" 
Brighton Item, Aug.30, 1913, p.1, col.1, "Oak Square Park" & 10/4/1913-p.1-"Memorial to Old Oak Tree Proposed" 
Brighton Item. Jan.24. 1914. n.1. cal, 2 New Church of Our T.adv of the Presentation on Hunnewell Hill" 
Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: | Form No: | 
Allston-Brighton | | 


Property Name: Oak Square-Hunnewell 
Hill Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Oak Square-Hunnewell Hill Area, continued 


on Oak Square, possesses a 7-bay main facade. It rises one story from a low basement to a flat roof. On either side of 
the main entrance stairs are three small square basement windows. Visually separating basement from first floor is a 
cast stone belt course. The entrance bay is treated as a center pavilion flanked by three - bay wings. To a great degree, 
the visual impact of this building depends on simplicity of line and geometric form, as in the fluted, double corner 
pilaster-like elements, pier-like forms on either side of the entrance and windows and the rectangular panels above 
and beneath the library's windows. Surface treatments identical to those of the main facade appear on the Bigelow 
Street facade. . 


The main facade of Engine Company No. 51 (see photo, Fig.2 ), next door to the library, is of interest for 
its fleeting references to a number of architectural styles popular during the first quarter of the 20th century including 
the Georgian Revival, Jacobethan and Spanish Colonial revival styles. Built in 1912, it was designed by the important 
Boston firm of Maginnes and Walsh, nationally important specialists in Roman Catholic Church design. Essentially 
rectangular in form with its narrow two-bay main facade facing Oak Square, this fire house rises three floors from the 
pair of garage bays on the first floor to stepped and pointed Jacobethan Revival gables. The garage bays culminate in 
segmental arches with gauged brickwork lintels. Two soldier brick string courses along with an ornate wrought iron 
~ bere visually separate the first and second floors. A pair of metal oriels with molded apron panels cover much of 
e wall surfaces of the second and third floors. The tops of these oriels are shaded by the deep overhang of the terra 
cotta tile covered roof slope.The side and rear walls are characterized by utilitarian finishes. 


_ Our Lady of the Presentation Roman Catholic School at 632 Washington Street (see photo,Fig.3 ) 
is a Y-shaped Italian Renaissance Revival building which occupies a triangular lot bordered by Tremont and 
Washington Streets. Hunnewell Hill rises behind the school while Nonantum Hill looms over Tremont Street to the 
south. This 2.5 story, Y-shaped, red brick , cast stone trimmed building is composed of U-shaped and rectangular 
segments.In general the low basement is separated from the first floor by two cast stone string courses; the lower 
course forms a continuous lintel course for the small square basement windows .This building's corners are accented 
by brickwork quoins. Located at the north eastern "arm" of the U-shaped component, the main entrance is 
surmounted by a segmental arch which surrounds high relief sculptural detail.To the left of the entrance bay , on the 
first and second floors, are six narrow, closely spaced windows containing 6/6 wood sash.The aforementioned 
window treatments are typical of all the school's elevations.The Tremont Street elevation is noteworthy for the surface 
treatments of the wings' end wall gables; completely devoid of windows, each wall exhibits an ornately enframed cast 
stone niche, with six -sided plaque above commemorating a Christian saint.Projecting from the north wall is a long 
rectangular wing whose windows (two groups of six windows on each floor) overlook Oak Square.Both structural 
components are enclosed by low pitched, terra cotta tile-covered gables.The north wing's Oak Square facade features 
an entrance near its northeast corner. 


The boundary line for the Oak Square/Hunnewell Hill has been drawn to include two school houses. Built in 1855, 
the Oak Square School at 16 Bigelow Street (see photo, Fig.4) was originally located on the triangular 
park at Oak Square. This boxy, rectangular, wooden building rises three stories from a high rubble stone basement to 
a low pitched attic roof with paired brackets. Projecting from the main facade is a front porch with turned supports, 
central enclosed area decorated with a pair of stained glass windows; the porch dates to this buildings removal to 
Brooks Street at the turn of the century. The school at 35 Nonantum Street (see photo, Fig.5A_),designed by 
Edward March Wheelwright in 1894, is listed on the National Register of Historic Places . Nonantum Street Oak 
Square School is a tour de force of Colonial Revival institutional architecture.The original, T-shaped school house, 
received a T-shaped rear addition in 1922. Its main block and rear wing rise one story from rubble stone and brick 
basements to low pitched hip and flat roofs, respectively. (continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATIO HEET 


a | Community: | Form No: | 
ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Alston Brighton | 
Office of the Secretary, Boston | | | 


Property Name: Oak Square-Hunnewell 
Hill Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Oak Square-Hunnewell Hill Area, continued 


Additionally, windows contain 9/9 wood sash and are crisply enframed by paneled and cornice headed lintels. 
Adapted for reuse as condominiums in 1984, the school's domically capped cupola is a picturesque Oak Square 
landmark in the valley between Hunnewell and Nonantum Hills. In addition to the cupola, much of this building's 
charm is dependent on its elegant portico complete with Tuscan columns, molded entablature and a pediment accented 
with dentils and modillion blocks and an occulus window. 


Turning to the domestic architecture of this area, it is fair to say that some of the finest examples of late 19th / early 
20th century residential design in Allston-Brighton line Washington Street, on Hunnewell Hill. Straddling the 
Brighton/Newton boundary line ,724 Washington Street (see photo, Figs.5,6 ) ranks among the largest and 
most ornate wooden Queen Anne residences in the city of Boston. Essentially rectangular in form, a three story tower 
enclosed by a bell-shaped roof cap , projects from its northeast corner. The Tuscan columned front porch's roof 
extends across a driveway to serve as a porte cochere. Polygonal oriels and a bowed bay project from the west wall. 
Particularly noteworthy is the ornate low relief plaster ornamentation of the main facade's porch pediments and roof 
gables. The ornamentation is so exuberant that it appears on the verge of bursting out of the confines of half timbered 
borders. This house illustrates the Queen Anne style's penchant for asymmetry and a variety of window treatments. 
For example, an asymmetrical effect is achieved via the inclusion of a small oriel window on the main facade's left 

Bhabie while the right gable is devoid of windows. The oriel window beneath the left gable is narrower than the broad 
polygonal oriel sheltered by the deep overhang of the right gable. In terms of a variety of window shapes and sash 
treatments, a trio of arched windows pierce the wall at the center of the main facade's second floor , while the majority 
of this house's windows are square headed, standard size windows. Additionally, oriel windows containing small 
square panes and Gothicized sash treatments illustrate the variety of sash treatments. 


Built c. 1875-1880, 719 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.7 ) is apparently the oldest house on Hunnewell 
Hill; it is the only example of an Italianate Mansard style within the boundaries of the Oak Square area. Essentially 
rectangular in form, this two- story, 3-bay x 3-bay residence is enclosed by a hip-on -mansard, slate shingle-covered 
roof.Projecting from roof slopes of the side and main facades are two and three flat-roofed dormers, respectively. 
The full-length,Tuscan columned front porch and the front door's side lights represent later, Colonial Revival 
additions. Projecting from the the center of the second floor's main facade and from the east wall's first floor is an 
Italianate oriel and bay window, respectively. The cornices of the oriel, bay, and main block exhibit paired saw-cut 
brackets. 


Built c. 1890-1895, 704 Washington Street (see photo-Fig.8 ) is a text book example of the Shingle Style. 
Initially associated with resort homes built in Newport, Cape Anne and Maine during the 1870s and early 1880s, the 
Shingle Style was widely employed in the design of upscale suburban residences by 1890. Situated near the top of 
Hunnewell Hill, an ample lawn separates house from street. Drawing inspiration from Medieval English and First 
Period American cottages, houses of this style speak to the saltbox and gambrel roof configurations, fenestration and 
Corbelled chimneys of 17th century New England dwellings. Completely clad with wood shingles,this house is 
enclosed by intersecting gable roofs. Its main facade features a flared roof line, off-center entrance and modified 
polygonal stair hall tower. The front door opens on to a small porch which is nestled into the intersection of the main 
facade and stair tower and is enclosed by a hip roof. Typical of Queen Anne design are windows with single pane 
“7 sash with multi--pane upper sash. The second floor windows of the stair tower contain diamond shaped sash. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


RLASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form. No: 
Allston-Brighton 


Property Name: Oak Hill-Hunnewell Hill 
Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural description, Oak Square -Hunnewell Hill Area, continued 


709-711 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.9 ) illustrates the far-reaching impact of the Craftsman and 
Spanish Mission styles on American domestic architecture during the World War I era. This two-family house, with 
the exception of a tiled roof (which may have been the original roofing material instead of asphalt shingles), shows 
the wide-reaching influence of Californian architectural styles during the first quarter of the 20th century. This boxy , 
rectangular house's walls are parged with stucco. Its three -bay main facade features a two-story entrance porch with 
square posts, slat work railings and gabled eaves which acknowledge the Craftsman style's debt to Japanese 
architectural influences.The first story open supports an enclosed front porch which exhibits narrow, raised 
ornamental panels beneath the windows. The ornamental stepped and arched parapet is the feature that , together with 
the plaster walls and hip roof speaks to Mission style characteristics. Beneath the hip roof's eaves are Craftsman style 
paired brackets. 


692 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.10 ), this handsome Colonial revival residence of the 1890s overlooks 
a late-19th- century semi circular driveway, mature trees and ample lawn. Its three -bay main facade features a 
projecting, pedimented center pavilion flanked by bow fronts. Clad with clapboards and enclosed by a gable roof, this 
2.5 story house is essentially rectangular in form. Projecting from the center pavilion is a Tuscan- columned porch 
which supports a heavy, molded entablature topped by a spindle baluster railing in the Georgian manner. Projecting 
grom the east wall is a two- story polygonal bay. The front door is flanked by side lights and surmounted by solid, 
molded paneling. The bow fronts' first floor windows are fully enframed and cornice headed. The second floor 
windows are fully and simply enframed by molded surrounds. In general, windows contain 1/1 wood sash. Rising 
from either end of the main elevation's roof slope are pedimented dormers. Rising to the right of the pavillion's 
pediment is a corbelled chimney. 


Hunnewell Hill's major landmark is the Church of Our Lady of the Presentation at 680 Washington 
Street (see photo, Fig.11 ). Designed by the nationally known Boston architectural firm of Mc Ginnis and 
Walsh, this church was built in 1913-1914. This Roman Catholic church possesses an I-shaped or modified Latin 
Cross plan.It stands with a narrow , gable roofed bell tower which is "twice the height of the church building". The 
tower 's walls are pierced by narrow windows with the exception of the large arched window at the upper portion of 
the tower's main facade. The tower's corners are accented by buttresses. Louvered openings appear beneath the roof 
eaves of the side walls. Rising from the center of the tower's roof ridge is a narrow, finial-like spire. Situated on the 
steep eastern roof slope of Hunnewell Hill , this church overlooks a shrub-dotted front lawn . Constructed of random 
granite ashlar stones, the upper two third's of the nave's Washington Street facade is covered with smooth stucco. 
The stucco -covered section is pierced by tall and narrow openings which contain lancet windows enframed by 
elaborate tracery. Located between these windows is a low relief plaster cross whose lateral arms are located above 
the windows. Projecting from the center of the nave's main facade is a small enclosed entrance porch. The double 
batten front doors with their Celtic Revival hardware are set within a pointed arch edged with light gray granite which 
contrasts with the darker stone. Enclosed stone secondary entrances project from the east wall of the tower and west 
Wall of the nave. These porches are sheltered by gable roofs with exposed rafters. The side walls of the nave exhibit 
three tripartite square headed windows containing stained glass. Each of the side walls' roof slopes exhibit four 
steeply pitched, slate shingle covered dormers. Rising from the southern end of the nave's roof ridge is a tall, 
attenuated copper spire which rises from a low, louvered base.Projecting from the southern end of the west wall is a 

ont roof-enclosed parish hall which is composed of the same materials and rendered in the same manner as the nave. 

ontinued) 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton 


Property Name: Oak Square-Hunnewell 
Hill Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Oak Square Hunnewell Hill Area, continued 


Next door to the east of the church is the Jacobethan Revival Our Lady of the Presentation Rectory at 676 
Washington Street (see photo, Fig.12 ). Possessing an irregular plan with asymmetrical massing, this 
building's first floor is parged with stucco; wood shingles sheath the second floor. Covered with slate shingles, the 
rectory is enclosed by intersecting, half timbered gables. The 5-bay main facade's off center entrance is set within a 
shallow entrance porch enclosed by a half -timbered gable roof. To the right of the main entrance is a projecting, 
2-story gable roofed component measuring two-bays in width. In general, windows contain single pane lower sash 
and diamond shaped upper sash. Three gable roofed, half- timbered dormers are ranged across the main facade's roof 
slope. 


The Queen Anne house at 664 Washington Street (see photo,Fig.13 ) possesses an irregular, cross-shaped 
form. Covered with clapboards, the walls of this residence exhibit a Stick Style overlay of vertical and horizontal 
boards, as well as barge boards ornamented with circular bosses that are interestingly retardarataire for an 1890s 
house. This house's attic walls are covered with wood shingles. Projecting from the northwest corner of its main 
facade's street-facing gable is a two-story enclosed porch with apron panels containing smaller,vertical and horizontal 
panels beneath the windows of the first and second floors, respectively. The large, square-headed multi-pane 
windows of the first floor porch are flanked by paneled Doric pilasters. The windows of the second floor porch are 

get within broad arches with smooth spandrels. These windows are flanked by engaged Tuscan columns.To the left of 
the corner porch on the street -facing gable is a two- story, off- center polygonal bay.The main entrance is located on 
the porches west wall and is flanked by narrow side lights. It opens on to a small porch with well-rendered Colonial 
Revival spindle railings. This porch is sheltered by the roof of a porte cochere or covered carriage entrance which is 
this house's most memorable feature. Together with its stable (see photo, Fig. 14) , at the end of the driveway, 
664 Washington Street's porte cochere eloquently provides physical evidence of the later years of the horse and 
carriage transportation era. The porte cochere's gable roof is situated atop a broad, elliptical arch with paneled 
spandrels. The arches spring from the paneled Doric pilasters of the entrance porch and square Doric posts. Dentils 
accent the porte cochere's cornice. Visible beyond the porte cochere, at the end of the driveway is a large stable with a 
broad street-facing gable, clapboard clad first floor and a wood shingle sheathed second floor. At the center of the 
second floor is a balcony with slat-work railings . Solid curvilinear bracing projects from the fronts and sides of the 
porch posts which culminate in a projecting , half- timbered gable. aes from the center of the roof is a 
pyramidally capped belvedere. 


Continuing to descend the eastern slope of Hunnewell Hill and turning right on to Tip Top Street is a collection of 
dwellings more modest than the elaborate and substantial residences of Washington Street, but nevertheless interesting 
in their own right as suburban housing built for a middle class clientele. Set out in 1909 from Washington to Tremont 
Streets, Tip Top Street affords picturesque views of Brighton's treed hills from the southern end of this cross-street. 
Noteworthy houses on Tip Top Street include the L-shaped wood shingle clad Craftsman Style cottage at 12 Tip 
Top Street (see photo, Fig.15 ), with its gable fronted eaves and deep eaves set off by paired bracing which 
might be more accurately called triangular bracing. Across the street at15 Tip Top Street (see photo, 
Fig. 16 _) is amore substantial, hip-roofed Colonial Revival house .The projecting full-facade front porch is 
distinguished by stucco-covered walls and rubble stone piers surmounted by columnar forms . This influence of the 
Spanish Colonial Revival and Craftsman styles was popular at the time this house was built c. 1910-1915. Above the 
front porch are bowed and polygonal oriels. The south wall features a single entrance bay and two-story polygonal 
pay. This house is capped by a hip roof with deep bracketed eaves. Rising from the center of the main elevation roof is 
a single hip-roofed dormer. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


| eee HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form. No: 
Allston-Brighton 


Property Name: Oak Square-Hunnewell 
Hill Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Oak Square / Hunnewell Hill Area, continued 


Returning to Washington Street, 647 Washington Street (see photo, fig.16) represents a well-designed blend 
of the Shingle, Colonial Revival and Craftsman Style. Like many of the 1890s residences in this area, this house 
clearly shows originality of design born of utilizing traditional historical forms and stylistic elements while 
acknowledging new directions in domestic architecture embodied in the Craftsman style porch and eaves treatments. 
Essentially L-shaped in form, this house is covered with a skin of wood shingles and enclosed by an intersecting hip 
and gable roof; the main block 's hip roof exhibits flared roof ridges and Craftsman style brackets. The rustic quality 
of the shingles is enhanced by the rugged piers of the front porch at the southeast corner of this residence.The front 
door is situated on a segment of the house that projects from the east wall and is deeply set back within the porch from 
Washington Street. Sheltered by the gable -roofed porch, on the house's main facade is an oval window. This oval 
window positioned laterally on its wall. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 







A ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 






Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA | 


Property Name: Oak Square-Hunnewell | 
Hill Area 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative , Oak Square - Hunnewell Hill Area, continued 


By the mid-17th century, Richard Champney owned a large tract on the north side of Oak Square.Emigrating from 
Lincolnshire, England in 1635, Champney was an important figure in early Cambridge, serving his community as 
Ruling Elder of the Cambridge Church, a position second only to the minister as a church leader. Champney's 
descendants owned land at Oak Square as late as the 1890s. The Queen Anne residence at 647 Washington Street 
(see photo, Fig.16 ) was built on Champney family land c. 1890-1897 for Frederick C. Mosely, treasurer, 70 
Kilby Street, Boston. 


Oak Square was a major cross roads as early as the mid-17th century. Nonantum and Faneuil streets existed as a 
Native American trail long before English settlement. Prior to 1810, Nonantum Street was called Indian Lane. 
Formally set out in 1840 as Faneuil Street , this thoroughfare was called the New County Road as early as 1794. 
Originally called "the Great County Road" and "the Natick road", Washington Street was set out in 1657 to connect 
Brookline with Newton. It was paved for the first time and named Washington Street in 1840. 


Hunnewell Hill may have been named for the Francis Hunnewell family who owned extensive real estate throughout 
Allston-Brighton during the mid-to-late 19th century. The Francis Hunnewell Family lived at Cleveland Circle by the 
early 1870s. Variously called Bowen Hill, Lime Hill and Washington Hill during the 18th and early 19th century, 
diunnewell Hill was a sparsely populated place, distinguished mainly by colonial farms, orchards, Indian villages, 
and primitive roads. Native Americans were reportedly living in the area as late as the early 1800s. During the 18th 
century, the Matchett family of gentleman farmers had a great estate on Bowen Hill ; Matchetts lived in the area until 
the 1850s. In 1795, the family of Daniel Bowen became major land owners on Bowen Hill. Daniel Bowen was the 
curator of the Columbian Museum of curiosities on Tremont Street in Boston. The Bowen estate is said to have 
encompassed a wax museum. Daniel Bowen was the uncle of the talented engraver Abel Bowen who delineated 
scenes of Boston for various books and magazines during the second quarter of the 19th century. The Bowens, 
together with Brighton Center's Rev. John Foster , Foster's novelist wife Hannah and Unitarian journal editor and 
peace activist Dr. Noah Worcester contributed to Brighton's reputation as a focus for art and literature in New 
England between c. 1790-1840. No structures survive to document the Federal period in the Oak square area. 


During the mid-19th century, Oak Square became an important center for Brighton's nurseries. As early as 1820, 
Joseph L.L.F. Warren established a horticultural firm a quarter of a.mile west of Oak Square at the southwest corner 
of Lake and Washington streets. his nursery, Nonantum Vale Gardens, attracted such eminent visitors as Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, Daniel Webster, John C. Calhoun, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and William Cullen Bryant. During the 
1840s, Horace Gray founded an important horticultural establishment south of Oak Square on Nonantum Hill. He 
erected on his estate "the largest grape houses known in the United states in which were grown extensively numerous 
varieties of foreign grapes." Originally founded in 1836 at Washington and Allston street's in Allston Brighton, 
Joseph Breck's nursery was reestablished at the northwest corner of Nonantum and Washington streets at Oak Square 
in 1854. Breck was the author of an outstanding horticultural treatise, The Young Florist , or Conversations on the 
Culture of Flowers and on Natural History. Breck came to Brighton from Lancaster, Massachusetts, having served as 
Superintendent of the Horticultural Gardens there. As editor of the New England Farmer, he was a leading figure in 
national horticultural circles. Located at the southwest corner of Oak Square , Breck's land encompassed a house, 
green houses and an orchard which was located on the site of the 1894 Oak Square School at 25 Nonantum 
Street (see photo, Fig.5A _ ). (continued) 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: | 
Allston-Brighton, MA | 


Property Name: Oak Square-Hunnewell | 
Hill Area 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Oak Square - Hunnewell Hill Area, continued 


Oak Square was also an early focus for education in Allston-Brighton.The first school in Allston -Brighton was 
established in 1722 at Brighton Center. As early as 1805, a private, " classical school for boys" was established by 
Jacob Knapp on Bowen Hill. The first Brighton School Committee was elected in 1820. Until 1840, however, there 
were only four schoolhouses in the town, including: the central school at Brighton Center founded in 1722, the 
eastern school, established in 1832, on Cambridge Street, near its intersection with Gordon Street, the northern 
school, built in 1834 on the site of the present Storrow School on Waverly Street and the Oak Square School. 
Constructed in 1825 on the green under the historic White Oak, the first Oak Square School or "the little red school 
house" was demolished in 1854 to accommodate the construction of the 1855 Oak Square School. During the early 
1900s, this wooden, Italianate school building was moved from Oak Square to 16 Bigelow Street (see photo, 
Fig.4 _). At its new location ,the old school was widened and a third floor was added without the loss of its original, 
bracketed roof and corner pilasters. The triangular school house lot in Oak Square became an ornamental park 
c.1900-1909. The wooden Colonial Revival 1894 Oak Square School, was built on the southwest side of the 
square at35 Nonantum Street (see photo, Fig.5A ). Built at a cost of $15,000.00, the original structure 
contained two rooms. By the 1970s, the Oak Square School was the city of Boston's last public school housed in a 
wooden building and was was adapted for reuse as condominiums c. 1980.c.1980. This school was designed by the 
important Boston architect Edmund Marsh Wheelwright. Serving as the city architect of Boston from 1891 to 1895, 

dmund March Wheelwright was the architect of the Longfellow Bridge, the Park street subway entrances, the 
Harvard Lampoon Building and Jordan Hall. In Brighton, he designed the old Brighton High school, now the William 
Howard Taft Middle School at 25 Warren Street (1894) and the Brighton Police Station (1893) on Washington 
Street. Wheelwright was born in Roxbury in 1854 and was educated at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris. He 
subsequently worked in the offices of both Peabody & Stearns and Mc Kim, Mead & White. In 1888 he formed the 
partnership of Wheelwright and Haven. Architectural historian Charles Eliot Norton praised Wheelwright for his 
ability " to make the beauty of his buildings reside in their proportions, and in the lines and arrangements of their 
doors and windows; he has the sense to discard superfluous ornament... which another man might have been tempted 
to add." 


The Oak Square / Hunnewell Hill area remained sparsely populated until the introduction of the electric street car to 
Oak Square in 1890. Nevertheless, several houses were built along Washington Street on Hunnewell Hill before the 
coming of commuter transportation. (Hunnewell Hill is a late 19th century name for the eminence west of Oak Square. 
Its derivation is unclear, although it may have been named for Frances Hunnewell who owned several parcels of land 
at Cleveland Circle during the 1870s).By 1875 , a handful of Yankee protestant families lived on the eastern slopes of 
the hill, including Champneys, Shedds, Shillabers, Smiths, Carltons, Richards, Bracketts and Sanborns. Further 
research may indicate that at least one of these homesteads survives encased in a larger Queen Anne or Shingle Style 
structure. Although later atlases indicate a different "foot print" the Italianate/Colonial Revival house at 692 
Washington Street (see photo, fig.10 ) may be the Aaron Richards House shown on the 1875 Brighton Atlas. 
By 1885, David M. Weston, President of the American Tool and Machine Co. owned the house on this lot. Later 
Owners of this house included Annie C. Williams and Nellie 1. Daggett 1910s) and John J. Fanning, chief radio 
announcer and director during the '20s and '30s. (continued) 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA 


Property Name: Oak Square-Hunnewell 
Hill Area 






Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Oak Square - Hunnewell Hill, continued 


Built as early as c. 1875-1885, the Italianate/Mansard house at 719 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.7 ) 
was built for Clara A. and George G. Jones, clergyman. Built on land owned by William H. Long, the Jones family 
lived here until the early 1900s. By 1909 William H. Stinson is listed at this address. Later occupants included C.J.B. 
Driscoll during the 1920s and Antonio Di Sicullo and Angelo Marchitelli, chef. 


In 1889, Allston-Brighton's third streetcar line made its inaugural run, linking the Coolidge Corner to Cleveland Circle 
streetcar line with Oak Square via Washington Street. The West End Railway Co., owned by steam ship company 
president and real estate magnate Henry M. Whitney, operated the Oak Square branch of this line. The Shingle Style 
house at 704 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.8 ) was built c. 1890 for John G. Godding, proprietor of 
Godding Apothecaries, 278 Dartmouth Street, Boston. Godding and his wife Adelaide G. Godding lived here until 

c. 1920. Next door to the west, the Goddings neighbor was Dexter Brackett's Nursery with its " Florist Green 
houses". An asphalt paved lot occupies the site of Brackett's house and green houses. During the 1920s and '30s 
Gladys C. and Orazio W. Di Bona, "restaurant, Westland Avenue" are listed at this address. 


The Shingle/Colonial Revival style house at 668 Washington Street was built c. 1886-1894 for Mary E. Hatch on 
Jand carved from David Weston's house lot. By 1909, this was the summer home of Henry V. Slack, "U.S. Gauger, 

<5 Milk Street." During the winter the slack family lived at 312 Columbus Avenue, Boston. Also listed at the Brighton 
address was Henry A. Slack, clerk, Adams Exchange Co., South Station. By 1916, liquor store owner Michael 
Leverone and his wife Giustina lived here. by 1930, Emest L. Leverone, salesman is listed at this address. 


The Queen Anne house with the distinctive porte cochere and stable at 664 Washington Street (see photo, 
Fig. 13,14 _)was built c.1885- 1890 for Charles M. Tillinghast, insurance company executive. Tillinghast 
commuted to offices at 24 Exchange Place, Boston. During the 1920s and 1930s, Algernon L. Jewett, salesman, 
owned this property. 


The odd-numbered, north side of Washington Street developed over a longer period of time . As early as 1875 
Matchett Street and Richards Street, later Presentation Road are shown as proposed north-south thoroughfares 
bordering 60 undeveloped lots owned by B. Gay. These streets were set out during the early 1900s while housing on 
the north side was constructed during the 1910s. Designed by Roxbury architect James Haddock, the 1908 Spanish 
Colonial revival duplex at 709-711 Washington street (see photo, Fig. 9 ) was part of this third wave of 
houses built on Hunnewell Hill. It was built for S. Rich, 101 Tremont Street, Boston. Susan E. Wadsworth and J.T. 
Madden owned this house during the 1910s and '20s, respectively. 


Running between Washington and Tremont streets, Tip Top Street is shown on a Hartly B. White Plan dated 
March, 1909 and was formally set out c.1910-1915 over land owned by John W. Carlton and Nathan Cushing 
during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.Originally located at 654 Washington Street, the Cushing house was 
éither moved or demolished to accommodate the setting out of Tip Top Street. The Nathan Cushing house The Queen 
Anne house at 15 Tip Top street (see photo, Fig. _) is representative of the third wave of housing atop 
Hunnewell Hill. Dating to c.1910-1915, the Michael A. Ryan family, this house's original owners may have been 
attracted to this street because of its proximity to Our Lady of the Presentation Church whose construction was 
underway by 1913.The Ryans lived here until at least the early 1930s. Standing by 1916, 12 Tip Top Street (see 
photo, Fig.15 ) is a Craftsman style cottage built for Mary B. Finch. By 1925, J. Donovan lived at this address. 
(continued) 
Historical 
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Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Oak Square-Hunnewell 
Hill Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Oak Square-Hunnewell Hill, continued 


Prior to 1910, Hunnewell Hill had been a Yankee Protestant bastion. By the 1920s, a number of Italian and Irish 
families had settled on the hill. The construction of the Our Lady of the Presentation Church complex between 
1913-1920 represents a watershed in the history of the Oak Square/Hunnewell Hill area. Serving as a catalyst for 
ethnic change in this area, this parish's organization was announced in The Pilot on November 14,1909. The 
Presentation Parish "honors the Entrance of the All-Holy mother of God into the Temple." Possessing a total 
circumference of six miles, Presentation Parish was formed out of portions of the Parishes of Our Lady, Newton and 
St. Columbekille's , Brighton. The first services were held in a "new automobile garage" associated with a three 
decker at 325 Faneuil Street; an apartment in this three decker served as the first rectory. The first priest was the 
Boston College and St. John's Seminary-educated Father Lenehan. Designed by Catholic Church specialists 
Maginniss and Walsh, Our Lady of the Presentation Church at 680 Washington Street (see photo, Fig. 
11)was built between 1913-1921 at 680 Washington Street . 


According to Douglass Shand Tucci, "Maginnis and Walsh's senior partner, Charles Donah Maginnis, became the 
leading Roman Catholic Church architect in this country." Fine examples of his work include the Church of St. 
Catherine of Genoa, on Spring Hill in Somerville (1907-1906), St. Catherine of Sienna Church in Norwood (1909)), 
St. Aidan's in Brookline (1911), St. Julia's in Weston (1920) and the exquisite chapel at St. John's Seminary, 

<aBrighton (1899-1902). In 1909, he began to design the beautiful Gothic Revival buildings at Boston College.In 1916, 
Maginnis and Walsh provided designs for Emmanuel College in the Fenway. During the 1920s, he designed St. 
Paul's in Dorchester and St. Theresa's in West Roxbury. 


Worship services were conducted in the lower church between 1918-1921. The upper church was opened to 
parishioners in November, 1921. The church's interior was designed by Albert W. Sexton & Son, Boston 
ecclesiastical decorators. The ornamentation in the church celebrates Mary's life and virtues. The walls of the church 
exhibit stone angels holding shields carved in high relief; these shields depict "the various titles of Our Lady familiar 
with the Litany of Laredo". The church also retains its original stained glass and the great organ. Additional art works 
in the church are hand-carved railings and roof beams, marble alters, and statuary . Other interesting features include 
an electronic carillon timed and controlled from the Rectory. The Jacobethan Revival Rectory at 676 Washington 
Street (see photo, Fig.12 ) was constructed in 1913 by W.J. Larsfield of 20 Leamington Road, Brighton,from 
designs provided by H. Thaxter Underwood, 46 Cornhill, Boston... 


Both the upper church and the rectory were thoroughly refurbished in 1950, and the lower church was reconstructed 
in 1962. The auditorium steps and organ loft were lowered to floor level, new lights, pews, and a pulpit were 
installed, walls were painted or paneled in oak, the sanctuary was carpeted, the organ was removed to the front of the 
church on the Epistle side, confessionals were replaced, and a wall-to- wall rubber tile floor was put down. 


The beginnings of Our Lady of the Presentation Grammar School at 632 Washington Street (see 
photo, Fig.3 ) date to 1917 when Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur came from their convent in Somerville to teach 
Sunday School at the Hunnewell Hill church. Built in 1928-1929, Our Lady of the Presentation School replaced a 
temporary structure containing six class rooms built in 1922. At the beginning of the 1929-1930 school year, 315 
students were enrolled in the school.Further research is needed to determine the school's architect. The school's 
teachers, the Sister's of Notre Dame ,were housed in a convent at 25 Burton Street and by 1935, moved into more 
@pacious quarters on the former Brown estate, just over the Newton line on Washington Street..(continued) 
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>) Community: Form No: 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brighton, MA 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Oak Square-Hunnewell 
Hill Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Oak Square-Hunnewell Hill, continued 


The property adjoining the convent on the Boston side, known as the Whittemore Estate at 724 Washington Street 
(see photos, Figs. 5 and 6 ) was purchased by Father Murphy, pastor of Our Lady, in June, 1942.The ornate 
Queen Anne Whittemore House was transformed into Presentation Academy, a high school for girls while the carriage 
house on the premises (no longer extant) called "The Villa" was renovated, providing a lunch room for the students 
and a place of assembly for various parish activities. 724 Washington Street was built c. 1894-1899 by C.W. Bowers 
& Co. for John Quincy Adams Whittemore, a prominent manufacturer of shoe polish. The Whittemore mansion was 
designed by J. Merrill Brown, one of the most talented Boston area specialists in Queen Anne domestic architecture. 
Several fine examples of Brown's work are located at 6 and 9 Walnut Street (1886-1887), Avon Hill, Cambridge. 724 
Washington Street currently serves as a private home. 


By 1963 , Our Lady of the Presentation Church enjoyed the support of 5,000 parishioners , from approximately 
1,650 Presentation families. These families were involved in 23 parochial organizations, including: the Boy Scouts, 
Girl Scouts, Confraternity of Christian doctrine, Catholic Daughters of America, Holy Name Society and others. The 
church continues to serve as an important focus for the spiritual, educational and social needs of the community. 


_ During the 1910-1930 period, the rising population of the Oak Square/Hunnewell Hill area necessitated the 

onstruction of a new fire station and library at Oak Square. During this twenty year period Allston-Brighton's 
population doubled, rising from 27,000 to 60,000, becoming the most densely populated of Brighton's outer 
neighborhoods. During the mayoral election of 1910, the Faneuil Improvement Association community group 
supported Fitzgerald's opponent, the reform candidate and Yankee financier James Jackson Storrow. In 1910 the 
number of Yankees slightly exceeded the Irish. The mayoral election of 1910 ushered in a twenty year period 
characterized by the exodus of the Yankees from Allston-Brighton and the settlement of sizable numbers of middle - 
class Irish and smaller numbers of middle-class Jews and Italians. Built in 1913, The Oak Square Fire Station 
(Engine Co. 51) at 425 Faneuil Street (see photo, Fig.2 ) represents one of the few capital improvements 
made by the administration of Mayor John Fitzgerald. It was designed in the Tapestry Brick style by Maginnis and 
Walsh, architects better known for their Roman Catholic Churches. 


The Faneuil Branch of the Boston Public Library at 419 Faneuil Street (see photo, Fig.l ) was constructed 
between 1931-1932 from designs provided by Kilham, Hopkins and Greeley. It is one of the few buildings in 
Brighton designed in the Art Deco style. Walter H. Kilham (1868-1948) and James C. Hopkins (1873-1938) 
established their partnership in 1900 and established a successful firm which was joined in 1925 by William Roger 
Greeley. Kilham and Hopkins designed the Dedham high School (1915), Lincoln School, Framingham (1919), City 
Hall, Waltham, and the Dover Town Hall (1920). They were also responsible for the Massachusetts College of 
Pharmacy in the Fenway (1920) as well as numerous apartment houses. The Faneuil Branch Library's cornerstone 
was laid in October, 1931 by Mayor James Michael Curley. The main book stack held 6,500 volumes. Black Belgian 
marble was utilized for the vestibule's wainscoting and the children's room's fire place mantle.The ornamental, over 
mantle panel was painted by O.R. Freeman of the Kilham office. Approximately 2000 books were accomadated in the 
children's room while 2500 books were housed in the adult reading room. 
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Oak Square-Hill Area 
Allston/Brighton, Boston, Massachusetts 


419 to 485 (odd) Faneuil Street 
35 (incl) Nonantum Street 

7 to 19 (odd) Tip Top Street 

8 to 20 (even) Tip Top Street 
610 to 724 (even) Tip Top Street 
645 to 729 (odd) Tip Top Street 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor’s Sheets 


USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 


80 Boylston Street 


\\) ton, Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll _ negative(s 


Dien Map 


Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Town Boston, MA 


S228 EE 


Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area Faneuil-Florence Crittendon 
Present Use maternity clinic 
charitable institution. 


Construction Dates or Period 1925-1965 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Remnant of 18thc. 


estate /intact institutional complex-2nd 1/4 20thc. 


Acreage 264,471 square feet 
Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) January, 1996 


(see Atrached Wp ) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 


> 


es architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
Phis area encompasses the Crittendon Hastings House of the Florence Crittendon League complex at 12 Pertshire 
Road (see photo) and the gambrel roofed cottage at 351 Faneuil Street , said by local historians to be a survivor 
from the mid-18th century Benjamin Faneuil estate. This cottage ranks among the oldest structure in Allston-Brighton. 
This 264,471 square foot parcel , situated on the southern slopes of Bigelow Hill, is bounded by the great bend in 
Pertshire Road and Dunboy Street on the north/northeast; Faneuil Street and the back lot lines of houses between 351 
Faneuil Street and Adair Road on the south; and on the west by Adair Road and the side lot line of 28 Pertshire Road. 
The nearby triangular traffic island at the intersection of Pertshire and Dunboy Roads is called Jackson Square.The 
Faneuil / Dunboy border of the property is distinguished by a low rubble stone wall that may date from the Faneuil 
era. 


The L-shaped, gambrel -roofed cottage at the corner of Faneuil and Dunboy is said to be the Faneuils' gate keeper's 
house. Presently numbered 351 Faneuil Street (see photo, Fig. 1), itis a privately owned residence, adjacent 
to the hospital grounds but historically linked to this property. This single -pile, center chimney house with rear lean to 
is ornamented with scalloped barge boards. Although this remnant of the Faneuil estate is said to have been originally 
located on the upper slopes of Bigelow Hill, post-1875 Brighton Atlases show this cottage on its current site. The 
Faneuil mansion and stables were located just to the west of this cottage , on the south central portion of this 
property.A photograph in the collection of S.P.N.E.A. shows this property to have been largely devoid of trees; over 
time, the former Faneuil land has been reclaimed by nature. (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
The igretice Crittendon Home property has significant historical associations with the mid -18th- century estate of 
prominent Boston merchant Benjamin Faneuil. Benjamin inherited the fortune of his brother, Peter Faneuil, a man best 
remembered for financing the construction of Faneuil Hall in 1743.Utilized as a country estate during the 19th and early 

Oth century by a succession of prosperous families, all but one of the old Faneuil buildings disappeared during the 

ly 1920s. Still extant to provide a physical link with this famous family is a small, much altered and slightly enlarged 

gambrel -roofed dwelling at 351 Faneuil Street (see photo, Fig.1 )which is said to have served as a "gate keeper's 
house "to the estate. This modest dwelling dates to the third quarter of the 18th century. Benjamin Faneuil bought 60 
acres of land in Little Cambridge, now Brighton in 1760. He tore down an old dwelling then standing on the property 
and built a new house, only to lose it in a fire shortly after its completion. Benjamin Faneuil subsequently built a 
substantial, Georgian residence which stood on the south central portion of this parcel until the c. early 1920s. George 
Washington and some of his officers are said to have been entertained by Benjamin Faneuil and his daughter, Mrs. 
Bethune in the Faneuil mansion during the summer of 1775. 


Following the Faneuil era of ownership, this property passed to his daughter, Mary (Mrs. George Bethune ) upon her 
father's death in 1785. By the mid 19th century, Luther Adams, partner in the commercial mercantile firm of Adams, 
Taylor and Co., 115 Broad Street, Boston, owned this property. By 1897, the estate of George W. Taylor owned the 
former Faneuil tract. Evidently real estate developer W. Stanley Tripp acquired this property c. 1915 with an eye 
towards subdividing it into house lots but sold it to the Florence Crittendon Hospital during the early 1920s. 


In 1925, the Florence Crittendon Hospital was built slightly north of the Faneuil House site on Bigelow's Hill's south 
slope. (continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES see continuation sheet 


Maps/Atlases: 1831 J.G. Hales; 1852 Sidney Map, 1866 Stockyards Map; Suffolk Co. Atlases:1875.1885;1897;1909 
1916 and 1925. 
1930 Boston Directory 
Brighton Item, April 12,1924, p.1, cols.3,4,5,6 
Drake, Samuel Adams, Old Landmarks and Historic Personages of Boston, 1872 
archione, William P., The Bull in the Garden (1986) 
Gis. by W.P.M.:Uncommon Suburbs: Suburbanization At The Western Edge of Boston, 1820-1873 (Boston College 


dissertation- 1994) 


Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7/92 
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INVENTORY FORM NTINUATI HEET 


@MASSACHU SETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton 


Property Name: Faneuil-Florence Crittendon 
Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Faneuil - Florence Crittendon Area, continued 


The possibility remains that the foundations of the buildings of the Faneuils and later families are still extant but hidden 
from view; this densely wooded area is a highly sensitive archaeological site with culturally significant remains. 


The Crittendon -Hastings House at 10 Pertshire Road (see photo, Fig. 2 ) is situated within a residential 
neighborhood of single family houses dating from c. 1910 to 1940. Situated on a six acre campus bordering Pertshire 
Road, this institutional complex is composed of a Y-shaped configuration of four connected buildings; each of its four 
components is a rectangular brick gambrel-roofed structure. 


Designed by Harold Field Kellogg in 1924, the cupola-topped main block is 7-bays wide and two bays deep.This 
building rises to a height of two and one half stories. It is enclosed by a gambrel roof which retains most of its purple, 
light green and gray slates. Linked chimneys rise from both brick end walls. This Georgian Revival building has a 
Classical Revival portico on its main (south) facade. The pedimented portico is noteworthy for its monumental fluted 
Corinthian columns which support a chastely rendered entablature and a modillion block -accented pediment. Opening 
on to this portico is an elegant side light - flanked and fan light - surmounted entrance. The first floor windows are tall, 
arched and key stone accented. The second floor windows are of a standard size and display soldier brick lintels with 
keystones. The aforementioned window treatments are identical throughout the four components of this complex. 
‘lanking the main block are short 2.5 story gambrel roofed wings which are contiguous with wooden two -story 
enclosed halls which connect the east and west wings. 


The gambrel-roofed east and west wings are 6- bays wide and three bays deep. The southern end walls feature three 
tier porches , with an arched, brick loggia on the first floor, an open and enclosed porch on the second floor and an 
open, wrought iron railing-enclosed porch at attic level. Near the apex of the east and west wings’ gambrel are small, 
lunette windows. Banks of dormers with three and five windows project from the roof slopes. 


Situated to the southwest of the main complex is a modern, mid- 1960s orange brick A-frame chapel composed of 
wood and glass. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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INVENTORY FORM NTINUATION SHEET 


Qeassacuuserrs HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form: No: 
.  Allston-Brighton 
Property Name: Fayevil — — 
FiIoesarck CRIMENDWD 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Faneuil-Florence Crittendon Area, continued 


Additionally, below- ground archaeological potential is probably high with undisturbed kitchen and other household 
refuse pits on the premises. The southern part of this parcel represents the only relatively sizable open space 
remaining in western Allston-Brighton. 


Faneuil Street delineates the northern edge of a triangular system of roads that was set out in 1657. The eastern and 
southern edges of this triangular street system include Market Street and Washington Street on the east and south, 
respectively. Faneuil Street also represents the northeastern continuation of a Native American trail which was later 
called Nonantum Street. Faneuil Street is shown as an unnamed road on the Samuel Thompson Map of 1794 and was 
officially named Faneuil Street in 1840, eighty years after the Faneuils established their estate. 


As early as 1760, Boston merchant Benjamin Faneuil retired to a 70- acre estate in the north western section of Little 
Cambridge, later Brighton. Faneuil's choice of location for his estate represents an interesting anomaly considering 
many wealthy mercantile families built Georgian style residences along Brattle Street in Cambridge rather than in more 
remote Brighton. Benjamin Faneuil could live further away from his Boston concerns because his sons had taken 
over the family business. Benjamin was the brother of Peter Faneuil who donated Faneuil Hall , the John 

mibert-designed market and public meeting hall building at Dock Square, Boston. Benjamin and Peter's bachelor 

ncle Andrew Faneuil left all of his fortune to Peter Faneuil, even though he was the younger of the two brothers. 
Andrew Faneuil stipulated in his will that if either of his nephews ever married they would be ineligible to receive their 
inheritance. This restriction did not stop Benjamin Faneuil from marrying, but it did mean that his brother Peter 
inherited their uncle's estate. Upon Peter Faneuil's death in 1743, Benjamin finally inherited the Faneuil family 
fortune. Reputed to be the richest man in Boston at the time of his death, Peter Faneuil's inventory included a total of 
1400 oz. of solid silver plate. 


In 1760, Benjamin Faneuil purchased 70 acres in Brighton, tore down the old house then standing on the estate and 
built another which was burned by a servant. Benjamin Faneuil is said to have spared no expense in the construction 
of his residence, building a boxy, rectangular main block that was enclosed by a hip roof of moderate pitch with 
chimneys at either end. Faneuil is said to have imported southern pine from Georgia for the floors of his show place. 
The parlors’ walls were covered with panels measuring four feet and four inches in width, having been cut from a 
single board. n 


Best evidence suggests that the modestly-scaled gambrel cottage at the northwest corner of Faneuil and Dunboy 
Streets, numbered 351 Faneuil Street , was built c. 1760 to 1775 for purposes that might have included lodging for 
servants, a tenant farmer or for a member of the Faneuil family. Historically, this structure has been referred to as the 
Faneuil estate's "gate keeper's" cottage.This cottage presently ranks among the oldest buildings in Allston-Brighton. 


The Faneuils, like the Vassals, Inmans, Phipses, and Lechmeres of Cambridge, were loyalists. The Faneuil's 
pro-British sympathies may have stemmed from gratitude, as French Protestants, for finding a safe haven in 
Massachusetts from 17th century French Catholic persecution. More likely, the Faneuils' loyalty was inextricably 
bound to "their extensive property interests in England and ties to British mercantile houses". Indeed Benjamin 
Faneuil's son, Benjamin Jr., was one of the few Boston merchants to receive British tea during the crisis of 1773, an 
action that made the Faneuils extremely unpopular with Boston's largely patriotic populace. Benjamin Faneuil Jr. fled 

England on the eve of the Revolution, leaving his father in the care of a sister, Mrs. Bethune. Blind and over eighty, 
Benjamin Faneuil Sr. relieved General George Washington and his military aides at a dinner in the Faneuil mansion in 
1775. Washington came to Brighton at the behest of Faneuil's daughter, Mrs. Bethune, perhaps in an effort to avoid 
the seizure of her father's estate by the revolutionary authorities. (continued) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Faneuil- Florence Crittendon Area, continued 
Unlike the Vassal's of Brattle Street, the Faneuil property escaped patriot seizure. 


From Benjamin Faneuil's death in 1784 until 1811, Faneuil's daughter, Mrs.Bethune owned this property. By the 
mid- 19th century, the owner of the former Faneuil estate was Luther Adams , a partner in the firm of Adams, Taylor 
and Company ("Foreign Commercial Merchants"), 115 Broad Street, Boston . Late 19th century atlases and a 
photograph from S.P.N.E. A. show a more or less linear configuration of buildings set back from Faneuil Street, 
beginning with the gambrel cottage at the northwest corner of Dunboy and Faneuil , followed by the main house, and 
an extensive stable complex.The 1875 Atlas shows a driveway that began just to the south of 351 Faneuil Street, at 
the corner of Faneuil and Dunboy Streets which ran westward, encircling the Faneuil Mansion and terminating at a 
large barn. 


By 1897, the estate of a George W. Taylor owned this property which encompassed the main, 175,545 square foot 
house lot and four vacant lots bordering Pertshire Road (originally called Webster Street). The old Faneuil estate was 
acquired by Hattie E. Thompson during the first decade of the 20th century. 


By 1916, the familiar "foot prints" of the , mansion, three stables "gate keeper's house" at 351 Faneuil Street 

see photo, Fig.1) are shown. Allston real estate speculator W. Stanley Tripp owned this six -acre property, 
probably having purchased it with an eye towards its eventual residential development. The difficulties of building 
houses on steep upland terrain was probably a major factor in the construction of an institution rather than tract houses 
on this parcel. 


- 


Built from designs provided by Harold Field Kellog in 1924-25, The Florence Crittendon Home,later 
Crittendon-Hastings Clinic at 10 Pertshire Road (see photo, Fig.2 ), currently called the 
Crittendon-Hastings House of the Florence Crittendon League, has evolved from a maternity home for unmarried girls 
to a comprehensive day program to serving the women and infants. 


Ground was broken for this facility in April, 1924. At that time the estimated cost for the construction of the main 
building and one cottage was $250,000.The original plan called for a main administration and hospital building with 
four cottages. Each cottage served a particular purpose including "one for waiting girls, one for diseased girls, one for 
convalescent mothers and babies and one for industrial training." The 1925 Brighton Atlas shows a cross-shaped 
building with small, rectangular structural components linking the main building with the east and west wings. The 
Florence Crittendon buildings were constructed on the steep upper slopes of Bigelow Hill, adjacent to Pertshire Road 
rather than further south on the sites of the old Faneuil buildings. The location of these institutional buildings was 
probably chosen with an eye toward privacy for girls coping with a most difficult time in their young lives during the 
pre-1960s era when society viewed unwed mothers as out casts. Dating from the 1960s, is a small, wooden A-frame 
chapel, located just to the south of the west wing. 
Harold Field Kellog, the architect of the Crittendon-Hastings House complex was responsible for several important, 
high profile Boston area architectural projects during the 1920s. In addition to being proficient as a practitioner of the 
Colonial Revival style ,as the Crittendon-Hastings House attests, he was also adept at designing in the Art Deco and 
Tudor Revival styles. A fine examples of his Art Deco work include the Batterymarch Building at 60 Batterymarch 
Hrrect, Boston (1928) while Longwood Towers (1922-1925) in Brookline, represent the work of Kellogg as 
consulting architect along with George R. Wiren and K.M. De Vos and Company. 


Crittendon-Hastings House is a merger of two organizations: Hastings House, founded in 1824 as the Boston Female 
Maral Refarm Sacietwv and the Flarence Crittendan T eacne af Camnaccian which wac ctarted in 1294 ac the Flarence 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is bein g continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Faneuil-Florence Crittendon Area, continued 


The history of Hastings House and the Florence Crittendon League provides further evidence of 19th century 
Boston's leadership within the realm of social reform; leadership that manifested itself in the work of William Lloyd 
Garrison, editor of the anti slavery newspaper, The Liberator; Dorothea Dix's efforts to insure decent treatment and 
living conditions for the insane and Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe's pioneering work with the blind. In any event, 
Hastings House and the Florence Crittendon League were formally authorized to incorporate by an act of the State 
Legislature in 1963. Since the late 1960s, when societal attitudes towards unwed mothers began to soften, Crittendon 
Hastings House has played less of a role as a temporary residential facility, offering more in the way of day 
counseling programs for women with unplanned pregnancies. 


Bibliography continued 


Sargent, Lucius M., "Dealings with the Dead" (in Brighton Hist. Soc. files-date?) 
S.P.N. E.A. photo files-photo and brief description: "The Faneuil Mansion, Brighton" 
Sargent, James , A Genealogical Dictionary of the First Settlers of New England- "Benjamin Faneuil", Boston, Little, 
Brown & Co., 1860 
archione, William, The Bull in the Garden, The History of Allston-Brighton 
Suffolk Co. Deeds- Book 2255: 248; 


Weisse, Mrs. John A., A History of the Bethune Family Together with a Sketch of the Faneuil Family date?; ” 
Crittendon Hastings: A Brief History"- Brighton Historical Society files 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 





Architectural Description, Faneuil West Area, continued 


Originally, this house's main facade overlooked a lawn that sloped down to Washington Street; overtime, modern 
structures have blocked this view. This 2.5 -story house encompasses three vinyl sided structural components. The 
2.5 story main block is enclosed by a gable roof and has a width of three bays and a depth of two bays.At the center 
of the main facade is a small Ionic columned porch; flanking the front door are Ionic pilasters. The main block's 
Malbert Road wall features a polygonal bay pierced by arched windows.Pairs of arched windows are sheltered by the 
deep bracketed eaves of the pedimented attic.Projecting from its north wall is a two story ell. This ell's west wall 
features a side porch with chamfered posts, slat work railing and diagonal bracing. 


16-18 Malbert Road (see photo, Fig.10 ) possesses a form similar to that of 7 Malbert Road. Situated further 
north on the hill, this Greek Revival Italianate residence is composed of a 2.5-story, three -bay , double pile main 
block ; projecting from its north wall are one- and two-story ells. It s main block 's east and west end wall gables 
exhibit large saw-cut brackets and return eaves. Although covered with vinyl siding and exhibiting enclosed side 
porches that were originally open, this house is still a commanding presence by virtue of its siting and form. Situated 
on an ample, treed lot in the heart of this mid-19th century residential enclave, its east yard is bordered by granite 
retaining walls. Flanked by narrow, multi-pane side lights, the center entrance opens on to a porch with square Doric 
posts whose open panels reveal hollow interiors. The vertical placement of the vinyl! siding at the main block's corners 

dicates that broad pilasters are encased within the synthetic siding. Rising from the main elevation's roof slope are a 
pair of pedimented dormers. 


One of the best preserved mid- 19th century rural landscapes in this area is that of 2 Allen Road (see photo, 
Fig. 11 ). This diminutive Italianate/Mansard cottage is set back behind a picket fence and surrounded by ample, 
treed lawns. Composed of a 1.5 -story main block and 2-story west ell, its square main block is enclosed by a 
straight-sided Mansard roof.Particularly noteworthy is its full length front porch with turned posts and Chinese style 
fret -work railings. 


The "ladder streets" west of Oakland Street's high ground, between Washington and Faneuil Streets are lined 
primarily with 2-family and three decker housing dating from the 1890s and early 1900s. One noteworthy exception to 
this rule is the well-preserved Greek Revival Taylor House at 300 Faneuil Street (see photo, Fig. 12 ). 
This wooden, L-shaped farm house represents a classic example of the 5-bay, double pile house with a two story rear 
ell; the main block is enclosed by a pedimented attic. Its main facade features a full-length front porch with fluted Ionic 
columns which support a heavy entablature. The center entrance is flanked by side lights and features well-molded 
surrounds. Tall windows open on to the front porch and Doric pilasters accent the corners of the main block. 


Returning to the side streets of this area, it should be noted that a sub division of c. 1930s and 1940s four -square 
brick houses line Brock and Beechcroft Streets near Washington Street, including 8 to 40 and 23 to 47 
Brock Street, 7-45 and 6-38 Beechcroft streets . 


Turner Street is of interest for three distinctive groups of houses: the Colonial Revival three deckers with boldly 
bowed corners at11 to 47 Turner Street (see photo, Fig.12, depicting 11 Turner Street ) , the trio of 
Jacobethan 2-family houses with half-timbered gables at 14 to 24 Turner Street (see photo, Fig.13 ) and the 
eight houses with unusual three-story projecting and enclosed center porches at 54 to 70 Turner Street.(continued) 
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Area Boundary O Circled properties -- 
Prepared June 17, 1995 . See attached photographs 
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FANEVIL- FIORENCE CRITTEN DON 
Crittendon Area 
Allston/Brighton, Boston, Massachusetts 


351 (incl) Faneuil Street 
12 (incl) Pertshire Road 


12 (incl) Pertshire Road 
12 (incl) Pertshire Road 
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


im 
Check all that apply: 


O) Individually eligible J Eligible only ina historic district 
(J Contributing to a potential historic district J Potential historic district 


fomteras Ww) A (1B FC OD 
Criteria Considerations: A CB. ml GC Maley Darnitis hid Al nbonweG 


Statement of Significance by__ Edward yw. Grdow 


The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


Faneuil - Florence Crittendon Area 


The former Faneuil estate is the most extensive, track of undeveloped wooded land remaining in 
this densely settled section of western Brighton.This six- acre tract is of major historical 
significance as the nucleus of the 70- acre Benjamin Faneuil estate. Still extant on the premises is a 
gambrel roofed cottage at 351 Faneuil Street , built between the Faneuil’s purchase of this land 
in 1760 and the commencement of the American Revolution in 1775. Benjamin Faneuil was a 
merchant and one of the richest men in Massachusetts. His brother, Peter Faneuil funded the 
construction of Faneuil Hall at Dock Square, Boston in 1743. General George Washington and his 
military aides visited the Faneuil estate during the summer of 1775. Following a succession of 
well-to-do owners during the 19th and early 20th centuries; the estate was sold to the Florence 

- Crittendon League during the early 1920s with construction of a Y-shaped maternity home and 
hospital constructed in 1925 by architect Harold Field Kellog. The Crittendon-Hastings Clinic has 
operated as a day clinic since 1970 providing single mothers with programs pertaining to 
parenthood. Founded in 1824, the Florence Crittendon League of Compassion came to the aid of 
unmarried mothers at a time when their plight was viewed with scorn by most Americans. This 
clinic is part of Boston’s remarkable legacy within the realm of social services directed toward 
improving the lives of society’s less fortunate; a legacy that includes Samuel Gridley Howe’s 
educational work with the blind at the Perkins Institute and Dorothea Dix’s pioneering efforts to 
improve living conditions for the insane. This area meets criteria A and C of the National Register 
of Historic Places. 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor’s Sheets 


USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 


89 Boylston Street 


on, Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 

buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 

numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 

side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
- to continuation sheets. 


roll sare 


9. Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 





Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area Brooks-Newton 


Present Use Residential 


Construction Dates or Period 1870-1920 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Very intact 


Acreage _\4 Acpes 
Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization _ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) March, 1996 


Cony tHG enemy map) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 
on” architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 

e Brooks -Newton area includes two linear and intersecting collections of buildings: both sides of Brooks Street, 
between Faneuil St. and the Boston and the Albany Railroad tracks, and Newton Street between Brooks Street and 
number 40 Newton Street . The great strength of this overwhelmingly residential area are the brick and rubble stone 
two- family, c. 1870s residences of Newton Street. Brooks Street presents a more layered pattern of development, 
ranging from the c. 1870s Italianate/Mansard commercial/residential block at 39-47 Brooks Street, to a towered 
Queen Anne residence at 123 Brooks Street, to a handsome, stucco- covered example of a Craftsman style house at 8 7 
Brooks Street. Serving as an impressive gateway structure to this area is the Colonial Revival multi -family wood 
frame building at 141-145 Brooks Street (and 319 Faneuil Street). Brooks Street's primarily Queen Anne 
single- and two- family houses ascend northward up a hillside in more or less regimental rows .The Late Gothic 
Revival Faneuil Congregational Church marks the crest of the hill. The north side of the hill slopes down to Newton 
Street and the Boston and Albany Railroad bridge.This area also includes housing that is complementary in terms of 
siting, form, elements and materials , although there is more evidence of artificial siding. Woodmont Street, a cul de 
sac bordered by single and two family wood frame Queen Anne houses with end walls facing the street. Olivia Road 
is bordered by three deckers which speak more to the coming of the electric trolley to the area during the early 1890s 
than to its proximity to the Boston and Albany Railroad tracks one block to the north. (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
Although the Boston and Worcester Railroad was set out along the northern edge of this area between 1832 and 1835, 
the story of Brooks-Newton Street 's development as a residential area begins after the Civil War. This railroad line was 
extended to Albany by 1841, but it was not until 1867 that the Boston and Worcester and the Western Railroad were 
snited under one company called the Boston and Albany. As early as April 4, 1834, a gravel train was run from Boston 

DB inewton: through Brighton, representing the first time a steam locomotive had been operated in New England.Three 

days later a locomotive hauled the first passenger train from Boston, to Davis Tavern, West Newton. Regularly 
scheduled passenger service began on this route a few days later, making the B&W New England's first 
steam-powered railroad open for service. Despite the early existence of train service through North Brighton , 
commuting was an option only for the well -to -do; working- class people could not afford the high fares. Apparently, a 
Faneuil station at Brooks Street and the Boston and Albany Railroad tracks predated the Civil War. 


Brooks Street which linked Faneuil Street with the Faneuil Station was laid out c.1855 as a country road called 
Marsh Lane. It was called Brooks Street in 1858 after George Hubert Brooks (1808-1892) who operated a slaughter 
house just to the north of Faneuil Street between Oakland and Parsons Streets. Born in Brighton, George H. Brooks 
was the son of Jane Hill Brooks and state legislator Samuel Bricks. He married Lucy Dana White (1810-1895), June 
26, 1831. 

Mrs. Brooks was born Lucy White, the daughter of Elijah and Nancy Brackett White of Brighton. Described by J.P.C. 
Winship as an "angel of light to the needy ", Mrs. Brooks was active in the social and charitable affairs of the 

parish. The Brooks House and 6 stables were located just to the east of Brooks and Faneuil streets. The Brooks estate 
was part of the Richard and Anne Bullard Dana estate which dates back to the 1640s. Richard and Anne Dana were the 
progenitors of the illustrious Dana family of notable statesmen, diplomats, jurists and authors, more usually associated 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Maps / Atlases-1830, 1852,1866,1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925 
Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 
Boston Landmarks Commission, Allston-Brighton Preservation Survey, 1978 
Karr, Ronald Dale, The Rail Lines of Southern, New England, 1995 
Marchione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1986 
Winship, J.P. C., Historical Brighton, J, II. 
righton Item- -May 3,1913, p.1, cols-3&4-"Cornerstone of New Faneuil Congregational Church to be Laid" and 
Jan.3, 1914, p.1, col.1, "New Faneuil Cong'l Church to be Dedicated" 


[_] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 







Qi assACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 






| Community: | Form No: | 
Allston-Brighton 
| Property Name: Brooks-Newton Area, | 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Brooks-Newton Area, continued 


Serving as a fine introduction to the architecturally significant structures of this area, the large, wooden three decker at 
141 - 145 Brooks Street and 319 Faneuil Street (see photo, Fig.1 ) is a"gateway" structure at the 
southern entrance to Brooks Street. This flat roofed , three-story, U-shaped building flares out from the 
Faneuil/Brooks streets corner like an open book, with the "binding" consisting of a recessed, 2-bay entrance bay 
flanked by the one-bay side walls of the east and south facades. Six- bay principle facades ,with bowed segments at 
the second bays from the entrance facade, border Brooks and Faneuil street. This building's fenestration is treated as 
banks of four windows interspersed with the two-bay bow fronts and flat side entrance bays. In general, this 
building's corner and side wall entrances open on to porches exhibiting paired, square Corinthian posts which support 
molded entablatures and flat roofs. The entrances' original side lights and tripartite transoms remain intact. Particularly 
noteworthy are the window treatments above the main, paired, entrances. These double, second and third floor 
windows contain narrow,vertical panes of leaded glass and are flanked by florid Corinthian pilasters which "support" 
molded, cornice headed entablatures. Single, double windows with identical treatments are located above the side 
entrances. Bold horizontal accents in the form of belt courses and continuous, cornice headed lintel courses enliven the 
side walls. This building culminates in a deep, bracketed cornice that appears to be composed of metal. 


The east side of Brooks Street, between Faneuil and Hobart streets is lined primarily by turn-of-the-century Queen 
nne single- and two-family houses with rectangular and irregular forms. Constructed of wood, these 2.5 story 
houses stand with end wall gables facing the street. Enclosed by intersecting gable roofs, these houses are mostly 
well-preserved although inroads have been made by vinyl and other types of modern siding. Representative of these 
house located between 62 and 144 Brooks Street is the two-family house at 112-114 Brooks Street (see photo, 
Fig.2 ). Paired entrances open on to an open front porch with slat work railings and Tuscan columns which support 
the denticulated entablatuture of the modified hip roof. To the right of the entrances is a two-story polygonal bay and a 
flat, 2-bay wall segment which are sheltered by the overhang of the broad pedimented attic. The gable is accented with 
small brackets and dentils. At the center of the the 4-bay north wall is a side entrance which exhibits a shed-roofed 
door hood with wide and solid diagonal brackets. Rising from the north roof slope is a single dormer which is 
enclosed by a low pitched roof slope. In general, windows are fully enframed and contain original, 2/1 wood sash. 


While the houses on the east side of Brooks Street are located close to the street, the residences on the west side , 
between 87-129 Brooks Street , possess more ample front yards. 123 Brooks Street (see photo, Fig... 3 ), 
in particular, has an unusually deep front lawn. Possessing an irregular form, this house is sheathed with vinyl siding. 
Constructed by 1899, this towered Queen Anne house rises 2.5-stories from a ledge stone basement to an intersecting 
gable roof. Measuring two-bays in width, this residence is two bays deep.The northeast corner of this house exhibits a 
recessed entrance porch which retains original turned posts and slat work transom . To the right of the entrances is a 
one -story polygonal bay whose side walls are recessed within the overhand of the second floor.Rising from the 
northeast comer is a square tower with small -paned lunette windows on its east and north walls. This towered 
component is enclosed by a pyramidal roof cap. 


Situated atop a rise at87 and 91 Brooks Street (see photo, Fig.4 ) are rectangular one-story Colonial 
Revival cottages enclosed by 2-story gambrel roofs. These three-bay, double pile houses rest on high ledge stone 
basements. 87 Brooks Street's walls are stucco -parged while those of 91 are covered with wood shingles. Perched on 
high ground that slopes steeply down to a ledge stone retaining wall, access to these houses is provided by flights of 
<a and wooden stairs. Center entrances open on to porches with fluted Tuscan columns (87) and square Doric 
osts (91). (continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 















































~- : Guttaitedustiie —— et a tA ee ER lt 


; 


J raamie worrA ATMO. M 
ries ; Viiaetge aa 


AS ll a ea  AOIZAIMMOD GAMAOTA ETT “ JH 


a!) a 


~aease” & a ee ee ee ee a notega Vists 
6S noOlw mode  ° sme «ohoaorte 
. : 
a a" — ~ eee at hy held ; ee: 
Wry? Dug mitt ate ed etal rerio} PALME 5 eS 


fi 


Denaro wath: cotva/hatood uslighee® 


oe 
skis 3 yi avi) ae 77 yi Uhotine Jnacd tinge Vierdider af ca selobeail 
| . wih Lat odd 3 waite Loose C16 toh Soave. eal 
re-ve ‘teftitT json? sional ot 
rf Wiha af LY Cy GA TE oH ions ateg 
oft cate yumat Kis ude ten ties Sats JO allow able ya 
26 De a evan 1 Ay oiowd istred .gason? sori wl nee 
| | > nit loft wod veow! oll diiw beeen woe 

om . itice anda Ww Ne dogo zsoamiite Rew Shia Rea 
itt Oh) Frapk einiest 44 mene ‘ewoasins ofl clo 60 bea ( 


7 f OY fe? Ag 
} ; 4 ; WH i) 2Sts id 
att nar iia Lay AYO ; it; 3) eh ni eine lasagne ort 
na re CuI? DASA) 49 5 “a eotsstienlt o oni ; 


PS (th ay boas *y j Len it i me hie 3a) act 
PORE i. 1s pete OR VEL ei i (EW 2528N i ‘cana U < 
toni ald grisepie: yo ieaolund towne ofl goiog? coition few Baa 

nionk 2 ees oud bas vei vd ohem axed oved ahaa eniege 


i #7 er? in ry 


Pee the Sethort aioe W) oct 21 Isvne eroork Sab fests 





w58)4 7 
nF 

| JUST bee ecaliigy A ) Nowe Heo | ao st! Ho neg 2 2GO0 NE 
od nny va Hetty atl te ule ot oT deer qual bse sHie ae 
| Ine. “tit ud oh to grurhove of yo peralsda oe doce tee 

; ive suldvigs whie « 2) lew chon wud oil athe tes edt Ain 

werk “ty aver othe ot thos sb non: geen pete luaugeib bites rs 

‘Doow i\C lsaigie nee bow beoteline -ciliet om aebnive prong ot oqole toor is 


3 :  4omuhine sot tere arti-ot ay (2 sero wi 68 let Yo si a 2a 

gh «lwdea om). looms Woot E47 .cowy wot ne ene sone.2 rs 

3 Cie <3 Cipeke- a seis eset ri) weld DES Vee ks SRK) er, Sat 1 aeuegt tigi} asad hemp 
nn r |  OhOle G87 & MOT. wyjols-C.& toe ened donnd. acon} basvavod aa § 

HERS FAL Bo seed Lua ia dof] PUEDE VE OW) 28 US 4 was eat? 105 yr att 2¥60-OW1 3 

OIG 764): 1” Jie as . cen Plow feliz bor gi20s7 De perenne: opin ipishe don 

Ay tor uly whores off Io basnevo ai aidinw heey see allew oie aeortw dia 

PENT? iw Bice | hots a ae ewnhorw sierat bee diner sew saw ola 

j gio toc Inhionsreg aed 7 a 


| B-STD IBLE AIIS? O36 Ad Pigs olnt') se) dee Moos re bus Vex 

_ Siok ues! ryt no tat panund She ape, Mapai asi ont ghoor papa ae fla ote § 
1y Deyisiss wllyeele boow aw Levelt oe)? to eebal alia teary » gone en Wi? alee 
1G BRE! SP SAYA RE ION ea 12 BISA aw wie ister smite if ent 
Suupe ban (V6) ani ule yee Na Agi aorta, Op pepe 


‘§ pt 6% aa : 


ig 
% 


Css 


q 


INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 







Qrassacuusetts HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Brooks-Newton Area 


Property Name: Allston-Brighton, MA 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Brooks-Newton Area, continued 


Both porches exhibit slat work railings. To the right of the center entrances are polygonal bays while single , standard 
size windows are located on the left side. Retaining original slate shingles, 87 Brooks Street exhibits a pair of 
pedimented double dormers while the roof slope of 91 Brooks Street's main elevation displays single gable roofed 
dormers with return eaves linked by a modern infill dormer. 


Anchoring the southwest corner of Brooks and Bigelow streets is the 1913 Gothic Revival Faneuil 
Congregational Church at 79 Brooks Street (see photo, Fig.5 ). This T-shaped, stucco parged church 
exhibits a square, three-story, crenelated tower which is nestled into the intersection of its two gable roofed structural 
components. Both tower and structural components rest on high ledge stone basements. Access to the main entrance is 
provided by a flared flight of stone steps. The original multi-panel double doors are set within a broad Gothic arch 
surmounted by a bracketed door hood which supports a balcony with railings featuring punched and cut trefoil motifs. 
Opening on to this balcony are double, small-paned windows. The tower's third floor walls are pierced by louvered 
double openings with drip molding lintels. The sanctuary's broad Brooks Street gable exhibits a tall, two-story center 
window which is divided at its center by solid wooden panels exhibiting raised trefoil motifs that echo those of the 
entrance bay's balcony. This window culminates in elaborate tracery set within a pointed arch.The center window is 
flanked by the first floor's pointed arch windows. Projecting beyond the tower's west wall is a 2.5 story structural 

omponent that stands with its north gable facing Brooks Street. Its east wall exhibits a double pointed arch window. 
ts Bigelow Street facade features window treatments identical to those of its Brooks Street gable. This property's 
northeast corner displays by a ledge stone, concrete wall exhibiting square stone posts at either end. Its Brooks Street 
side is enclosed by a stone retaining wall. 


Presiding over the eastern entrance to Newton Street's remarkable collection of early 1870s Italianate/Mansard_ brick 
and stone housing is the brick commercial block at 39-47 Brooks Street (see photo, Fig.6 ). This rectangular, 
2.5-story commercial/residential block is constructed of red brick and is enclosed by a massive mansard roof. Over 
time, this building's original fenestration and storefront treatments have have been altered. 


Newton Street represents one of Allston-Brighton's most architecturally significant historic architectural resources. 
Developed by George Gerrish and built by master builders George Gibson and Hiram Gerrish, son of George 
Gerrish, 14 double Italianate /Mansard cottages set back from short front yards line this thoroughfare. Constructed of 
stone and brick, the six houses on the north side numbered 11-35 Newton Street possess U-shaped 
configurations while the eight houses on the south side at 10-38 Newton Street exhibit L-, T- U- and Y-shaped 
forms. 


Representative examples of Newton Street houses include the 1.5 story Italianate/Mansard cottage at 10-12 Newton 
Street (see photo, Fig.7 ). Possessing a U-shaped for and constructed of ledge stone, its main facade features 
paired entrances flanked by projecting, square one-story bays.Surmounting the entrances are deep door hoods 
exhibiting saw-cut brackets. The front doors are accessed via a short flight of wooden steps and are flanked by 
multi-pane side lights and transoms representing standard original features of these houses; above the entrances is a 
2-bay wall dormer. The flanking bays are carried above the roof cornice as square wall dormers which project from 
the hip on mansard roof; the roof's slate shingles are still intact. The main facade is three-bays while its side walls are 
devoid of windows. The windows of its bays exhibit simple granite bar lintels and lintels composed of ledge stone 

oe and Gibson's Newton Street housing development is greater than the sum of its parts, presenting a 

emarkably unspoiled glimpse of an early 1870s enclave of cottages built for families of modest means. Particularly 

noteworthy is the sense of solidity and rugged formality conveyed in the construction and design of the ledge stone 
houses. (continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Property Name:  Brooks-Newton Area 






Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Brooks-Newton Area, continued 


14-16 Newton Street (see photo, Fig. 8 _) isa 1.5-story brick double cottage with a three-bay main facade 
and windowless side walls.This dwelling's Y-shaped form is enclosed by a hip- on-mansard roof. The paired 
entrances are flanked by multi-pane side lights and are surmounted by narrow and solid panels.Sheltering the 
entrances are deep, bracketed, typically Italianate hoods. Two windows are located on the mansard's steep roof slope, 
the right window has been shortened while the one on the left retains its original height. Flanking the front entrance are 
polygonal bays with windows exhibiting simple granite bar lintels and header brick lintels. These bays are continued 
through the roof line as tripartite dormers. 


Exhibiting wood trimmings, 18-20 Newton Street (see photo, Fig.9 ) is constructed of ledge stone 
Possessing a U-shaped form, this double 1.5-story cottage is identical to 10-12 Newton Street with the noteworthy 
exception of a steeply pitched hip-roof which rises from the double dormer of the entrance bay. 


e 
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Historical Narrative, Brooks-Newton Area, continued 


Richard Dana was a powerful figure in Puritan Massachusetts through his position as Ruling Elder in the Cambridge 
Church. The Dana's built a house just to the east of Brooks Streets intersection with Faneuil Street. In 1670 Thomas 
Oliver, a stepson of Edward Jackson of Newton, acquired the original Dana property. Oliver was a major political 
figure in the Massachusetts Bay Colony, serving as Governor's Councillor at the time of his death in 1715. Oliver 
figured peripherally in King Phillip's War, the bloodiest of New England's Indian conflicts, by allowing Native 
Americans to camp on his land near Brook Street; Native Americans who were members of the "Praying Indians" or 
Natick tribe were interred on Deer Island in Boston Harbor "for their own protection" by the General Court of the 
Commonwealth.Towards the end of 1676, the Indians were permitted to leave Deer Island and Oliver's land was their 
first stop on the way back to their home lands. 


By the early 19th century the area surrounding Newton Street had passed to the Champney family. Richard Champney 

settled in "Little Cambridge" as early as 1635, emigrating from Lincolnshire, England. In 1647, Richard and 

Sussanah Champney moved to a 149 -acre tract on the south side of the Charles, just east of Union Square. William 

Marchione notes that the Champneys relocation marks the beginnings of Allston-Brighton's history as a "distinct 

community". By the mid 19th century Richard Champney's descendants were still substantial land owners in 
Ilston-Brighton. 


In May, 1847, William Richards Champney sold the parcel containing what would become Newton Street and 
vicinity to market man George H. Brooks. Champney was a one-time town official and constable from Brighton. 
Brooks held on to the "Champney lot" for twelve years, selling it to George W. Gerrish in January, 1870. Gerrish 
was a Chelsea lawyer and real estate magnate, first figuring in the story of this area's development in October, 1858 
when he bought the Samuel Bigelow estate, which bordered the south side of the Newton property. Brooks sold 
Gerrish the former Champney land for $500.00 per acre, provided the property was not used for slaughtering 
purposes. Gerrish agreed to erect buildings on the property valued at more than $3,000.00. Furthermore Gerrish was 
to upgrade Marsh Lane, now Brooks Street and allow Bigelow "to pass over said land for the purposes of farming". 
In August, 1871, Gerrish's deal with Brooks was finalized with Gerrish paying $7,676. 92 for a 14 -acre parcel 
which ,according to a deed plan of April 14 , included Brooks Street and the beginnings of Riverview Road, Olivia 
Road and Hobart Street. Newton Street was set out in 1871. As Bill Moriarty notes in a Brighton Item article entitled 
"Newton Street Houses, The Civil War Misconnection," Gerrish, by purchasing the Newton Street property from 
Brooks "extended his holdings from Faneuil Street to the Boston and Albany Railroad property. " 


Newton Street's interesting collection of stone and brick Mansard houses were built between 1871-1873 imparting a 
decidedly urban character to this thoroughfare. According to Bill Moriarty, Newton Street's houses were probably 
built by contractors George Gibson and Gerrish's son, Hiram. After Gerrish's purchase of land in the Brooks/Newton 
area from Brooks, Gerrish mortgaged some of the properties to George Gibson of Brookline for $50,000.00. George 
Gibson and Hiram Gerrish built a number of houses on Marlborough Street in the Back Bay during the late 1860s and 
early 1870s, suggesting that these builders were also responsible for the Newton Street houses. By 1875, twelve 
free- standing double houses are shown on the south side of Newton Street while nine double houses are shown on 
the north side of Newton Street; all of these houses were owned by George Gerrish.Gerrish also owned house lots 
bordering Woodmont Street (then called Parkman Street) as well as lots on the east side of Brooks Street from the 
railroad tracks to the third lot south of Hobart street. South of Newton Street and West of Brooks Street, Gerrish was 

y far the major land owner with house lots bordering Bigelow Street, Hardwick court (then called High Street), 

ertshire Road (then called Webster street), Dunboy street (originally Everett Street) and what would be eventually set 
out as Upcrest Road (not shown in 1875; a north-south street between Dunboy and Brooks Streets was never set out). 
(continued) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative-Brooks -Newton Area, continued 


Information regarding late 19th century inhabitants of the Newton Street houses is sketchy. During the late 19th and 
early 20th century, Newton Street's property owners seem to have been of English and Irish stock. Owners of this 
street's double houses in 1885 included J. Madden at 10 Newton Street, S. Adams at11 Newton Street, 

A T. Jordan, carriage trimmer, 12 Newton Street.(see photo, Fig.7) In 1885, E. Taylor owned 15 Newton 
Street; L. and C. Alger (Cyrus Alger of South Boston iron works fame?) owned 14 Newton Street while the 
other half of the house numbered 16 was owned by an M. Carruthers . By 1909, 14 Newton Street was owned by 
Walter P. and Walter B. Neal, machinists living at 8 Waltham Street in the South End while 16 Newton Street(see 
photo, Fig.8) was the property of Thomas F. Neal, cloth cutter. Other Newton Street property owners in 1885 
included E. Stearns a Z.Crooker at 17; E. Stearns at 19; H.C Hanson at 21/23, S.F. Parker at 22/24; R. Dukes at 
25; E.C. Harvey at 26/28; J. Gabel at 27; M. Carruthers at 29; S.K. Hart at 31; S.R. Hart at 30/32; S.K. Hart at 
33 and Z. Crooker at 35; S.C. Parker at 34/36 while the Weymouth Savings Bank owned 38/40. 


The 1930 Boston Business Directory, provides the first complete, readily accessible information on Newton Street's 
property owners, indicating that they were ethnically mixed, Irish, English and German working class people. In 
terms of employment, their job descriptions included "chauffeurs, mechanics, a chemist and a "fire door hanger". 
Residents of Newton Street in 1930 included: John Nagle, forman at 10; James A. Dilworth, Janitor at 11; Mrs. 
Mabel F. Dodge, widow of David T. Dodge at 12; Frances Ellsbree, asst. treasurer, Clearing House Parcel Delivery 
Co., 29 Landsdowne Street, Boston at 14; Benjamin F. Banks, laundry at 15; Thomas F. Neal, South Station clerk 
at 16; Timothy E. Russell, painter at 17; Daniel Mc Lean (no listing) at 18; evidently number 19 was unoccupied; 
Salvatore Postizzi, machinist and Santo Postizzi, peddler at 20; Philip G. Munroe, auto mechanic at 21; Mrs. Cecelia 
F. Parker at 22; Thomas G. Guffey, chauffer at 23; Michael J. Waldron, foreman at the Brighton Abattoir at 2 4; Levi 
J. Lavoie and Spencer W. Zaun, "fire door hanger" at 25; William Parkinson, estimator at 2 6; John Mulvaney and 
Ernest Ruben at 27; Joseph Warburton, wool sorter at 2 8; Harry J. Furbush and Arthur G. Blomberg, 
manufacturer's chemist at 29; Carl P. Eastman, shipper at 30; Frank J. Connery and Michael Manning at 3 1; Michael 
J. Reddam, shipper at 32; William Holmes , chauffeur at 33; number 34, 35 and 36 were evidently vacant; Robert 
A. Davis, brick layer and Michael Heffernan, rubber worker at 3 8 and Robert Davis, occupation unlisted at 40 
Newton Street. 






Architecturally and historically , the commercial residential block at 39-47 Brooks Street (see photo, Fig.6), 
corner of Newton Street should be included within any consideration of Newton Streets development. The 1875 
Brighton Atlas shows a rectangular structure on this George W. Gerrish-owned corner lot. Further research is need to 
determine the identities of the first commercial occupants. These stores were conveniently located two blocks south of 
the Faneuil B & A Railroad commuter station. By 1885, this block was owned by a Charles Underwood. By 1899, 
this block had achieved its present size, the triangular segment at the Brooks-Newton corner having been constructed 
by that time.At some point c. 1920, this property passed from a Dennis F. Kerrigan to a Horace Pool. By 1930 this 
block's occupants included: Frank J. Deckleman who operated a variety store in the portion numbered 39 Brooks 
Street; William Baker, rubber worker lived in the apartment numbered 41; George Brown and James O'Brien lived 
in the apartment numbered 43 while the two remaining stores numbered 45 and 47 Brooks Street contained First 
National Stores, Inc., and Schafer's Market. 


Unlike the unique masonry houses of Newton Street, Brooks Street is lined with single - and two-family housing 
at is more representative of Allston-Brighton domestic architecture built during the c. 1890 to 1930 period. By the 
id-1870s Brooks Street was bordered by the estate of George H. Brooks to the east and the mostly undeveloped lots 

of George W. Gerrish to the west and northeast . One of the earliest houses on this street is the towered Queen Anne 

house at 123 Brooks Street (see photo, Fig. 3 ). (continued) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Brooks-Newton Area, continued 


Unlike the other houses of Brooks Street, this house has a deep set back from the street and suggests that the street 
developed quite differently from the type of suburban housing originally planned for the area.123 Brooks Street 's lot 
appears as undeveloped and labeled H.S. Johnston on the Brighton Atlas of 1885.This house was built c. 1890 for an 
Alice A.White. Later owners included Catherine A. Scully (1910s and 1920s) and John Constantine of the Columbia 
Printing Trust at 1435 Columbus Avenue, Roxbury in 1930. 


During the early 1900s, Brooks Street's experienced accelerated development in the form of commodious hip and 
gable roofed 2-family Queen Anne houses built along the east side of this street between Faneuil and Hobart Streets. 
For example 112-114 Brooks Street (see photo, Fig. 2 ) was constructed in 1901 for and by architect /builder 
Minnis Munn. By 1909 it was owned by H.C. Shedd. During the 1920 and 30s this house was owned and occupied 
by Axel N. Petersen, painter.In 1930, Peterson is listed as the occupant of 114 while the half numbered 112 was 
rented to Joseph D. Farrell, salesman. 


Brooks Street's west side is lined primarily with single family residences such as the similarly massed gambrel roofed 
residences at 87 and 91 Brooks Street (see photo, Fig. 3 ) Both houses were built c. 1910-on land that had 

been owned by Martha Dyer during the 1890s and early 1900s. 87 Brooks Street was built for Louis O. Myers 
@ion designs provided by Max M. Kalman, a Court Street, Boston-based architect.91 Brooks Street was built by 
and for C.L. Lawson, an architect and "mechanic". Later owners of 87 Brooks Street included Alice P. Montgomery 
(1910s), Alvin F. Whitman, clerk, Federal Reserve Bank (1920s) and Harry E. Gleason, insurance agent, 110 Milk 
Street, Boston (by 1930). Anna K. Burroughs is listed as the owner of 91 Brooks Street during the 1910s and 1920s. 
By 1930, this house was occupied by Franklin G. Field, a member of the Webster Quartet whose address is listed as 
110 Huntington Avenue. 







One measure of the growth of the Brooks-Newton Streets area, and indeed, northwestern Brighton, during the early 
20th century was the construction of the Faneuil Congregational Church at 79 Brooks Street (see photo, 
Fig.5 ) in 1913. Its construction also represents one of the last high profile construction projects undertaken by 
Yankee Protestants of Brighton. Ground was broken for the Faneuil Congregational Church on March 24, 1913; its 
corner stone was laid on May 3, 1913. This church was an outgrowth of the Faneuil Congregational Sunday School 
which was organized in 1877 , a time when the Faneuil section of northwest Brighton was largely undeveloped land 
owned by the Gerrish and Brooks families. The Sunday School developed from a prayer meeting held at the home of 
Mr. Doughty on Bigelow Street. For 23 years (beginning and end dates unclear), the Sunday School classes were 
conducted in a store in "the old brick block" on Brooks Street (presumably 39-47 Brooks Street, corner of Newton 
Street?). The architect of this church was Fred M. Davison while the builders were Mitchell and Sutherland.This 
church grew with the community , establishing itself first in a modest chapel at an undetermined location on Brooks 
Street by 1900. Evidently this congregation's fortunes improved with the commencement of the pastorate of Reverend 
Andrew H. Mulnix in 1903.During the period of 1903 to 1913, the Sunday School increased from an average 
attendance of 75 to 215. The church membership increased from 61 charter members in 1903 to a membership of 240 
by 1913. The new stone church was designed in the Gothic Revival style and could accommodate a congregation of 
500 people.The Faneuil Congregational Church was dedicated in January, 1914. 


By the mid the late 1910s, it was becoming increasingly clear to the Yankee Protestant residents of Brooks-Newton 
‘treet and other parts of Brighton's Faneuil section that their political power had been eclipsed by Boston's Irish. 
lhe long period of Irish dominance of Boston mayoral politics began in 1910 with John "Honey Fitz" Fitzgerald's 
narrow victory over Yankee candidate James J. Storrow. (continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


» Community: | Form No: | 
ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brighton 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Brooks- Newton Area, 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Brooks- Newton Area, continued 


The net result was that Brighton 's needs as growing community within the realms of schools, streets and playgrounds 
were not being met by the ascendant Irish political establishment. According to Allston-Brighton historian William 
Marchione, " the 1910 election marked the beginning of Irish political domination of Boston. In the next decade 
Mayor Fitzgerald and his successor, James Michael Curley, built an extensive patronage network in the city's police, 
fire, public works, and school departments. Irish votes controlled the vast majority of elective offices and Irish 
neighborhoods relieved the most benefits and services.By 1919, the residents of northwestern Brighton protested the 
abysmal conditions of Brooks Street, "the main artery of travel" in the Faneuil section. Reportedly, the conditions 
of Brooks Street were such that "it is necessary for all pedestrians to wade through mud, water, slush and other 
dangerous, uneven ground caused by washouts in some places, standing water in others, which accompany each and 
every fall of rain or thaw of snow and ice", a situation evidencing "apparent indifference and evident neglect" on the 
part of the City." In 1919, in an effort to remedy the sorry condition of Brooks Street, a petition was sent from the 
Faneuil Men's Club to the Faneuil Improvement Association (FIA). Although the FIA's by-laws did not allow it to 
endorse candidates, its membership were supporters of the government reform issues advocated by 1910 John J. 
Storrow. FIA members were quick to note the favoritism on the parts of Mayors Fitzgerald and Curley towards more 
supportive, typically heavily Irish neighborhoods. The Oak Square Fire Station (1913) was the sole capital 
improvement made by the city in northwestern Brighton during the 1910s. The FIA was solidly Yankee-as late as 
919, 85 percent of its general membership and all but one of its officers was Yankee. One of the FIA's major causes 
in the 1910s and early 1920s was the widening of Faneuil Street. Many FIA followers believed that the widening of 
this major traffic artery would open the area to widespread upscale residential development. According to Bill 
Marchione, "as late as 1925, large parcels of adjacent acreage were still totally undeveloped " (bordering Faneuil 
Street). After Faneuil Street's widening in the late 1920s, some of its large, undeveloped parcels became occupied by 
wooden multi -family buildings such as 141-145 Brooks Street (see photo, Fig.l ), witha secondary 
entrance numbered 319 Faneuil Street. Built between 1925 and 1929, this 12-family building is essentially an 
oversize, palatial three-decker with its Corinthian columned porches, ornately enframed lead glass stair hall windows 
and deep , bracketed metal cornice. It was built on a lot owned by George Gerrish in the 1870s, an S.B. Allen in the 
1880s and a James Brady from the 1890s until the mid 1920s. 141-145 Brooks Street and 319 Faneuil Street was built 
for Charles B. Collar of 325 Faneuil Street, Brighton from designs provided by the Federal street, Boston -based 
architectural firm of Stebbins and Watkins.Interestingly, the 1930 Boston Directory lists this building as vacant. 





Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property Address 
bow) - OL COO N a | 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

220 Morrissey Boulevard Area Form No. 

Boston, MA 02125 





Area Boundary O Circled properties -- 
Prepared June 17, 1995 See attached photographs 
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Brooks-Newton area 


Allston/Brighton, Boston, Massachusetts 


14 to 144 (even) Brooks Street 
35 to 145 (odd) Brooks Street 
7 to 35 (odd) Newton Street 
8 to 40 (even) Newton Street 


2 to 14 (even) Woodmont Street 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor's Sheets 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 


&4.Boylston Street 
2. on, Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll ai S | 


2... Map 


Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 
Town Boston, Massachusetts 


ec et LE re nineties ae ee 


Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area Brooksdale-Ranelegh 


Present Use residential 


Construction Dates or Period 1880-1930 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations 


Acreage dpp. 24 Sches 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


March, 1995 


Date (month/year) i 


( See attaches) Wop ) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 
@ scribe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 


he Brooksdale-Ranelegh Area possesses one of the finest collections of large Queen Anne, Shingle ,Colonial Revival 
and Craftsman style houses in Allston-Brighton. Many of these handsome residences represent the work of Dorchester 
architect George Parsons, developer of Brooksdale Street, west of Falkland Street at the turn of the century. 


Brooksdale -Ranelegh area is a T-shaped area bordered by the back lot lines of Brooksdale Road between Parsons and 
Ranelegh Streets on the north, one block south of the B&A railroad tracks. This line jogs northwest to include the 
group of Colonial Revival two-family houses at 18/20-38/40 Ranelegh Road. The western edge of this area follows the 
back lot lines of 18/20-38/40 Ranelegh Road, and the entire playground at Hobart Street, Ranelegh and Olivia Roads. 
The southern boundary jogs around the side and rear lot lines of 5 Corinne Road, corner of Ranelegh and has been 
drawn to include 27 and 29 Corinne Road. The southern boundary continues easterly along the back lot lines of 54-45 
Brooksdale Road, turning south along the back (west) lot lines of Falkland Street as far as Faneuil Street. 
Additionally, 183/185; 187; 195 and 205 Faneuil Street are also included within this southern boundary.The eastern 
boundary follows the back lot lines of Falkland Street, jogging easterly at the rear of 34 Brooksdale Road and 
continuing to Parsons Street. Turning northerly at Parsons, the continuation of the eastern boundary includes the 
modestly scaled brick row at 228; 230; 232 and 234 Parsons Street. These lines have been drawn tightly to include 
suburban Queen Anne, Colonial Revival and Craftsman style residences that were built in the higher elevations of this 
residential quarter. Situated in the northwest corner of Allston -Brighton, the Brooksdale -Ranelegh area occupies the 
upper slopes of the hill rising just to the north of Faneuil Street, between Brooks and Parsons Streets.(continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE |x| see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
The historical significance of the Brooksdale-Ranelegh area lies in its turn- of- the- century development as an upscale 
commuter enclave of substantial, well -designed residences. Interestingly, a single architect, George E. Parsons of 
Dorchester seems to have been responsible for the design of most of the houses of Brooksdale Road. 






Muring the mid -17th- century, this area was part of the Richard and Anne Bullard Dana estate. Richard Dana emigrated 
from Manchester England in 1640; in 1647, Cambridge granted him land in the northwestern part of Brighton or Little 
Cambridge as it was then known. According to Brighton-Allston historian William Marchione, "their first residence 
stood just east of the present Brooks Street and Faneuil Street intersection.Faneuil Street was set out from Oak Square 
to Market street c. 1657. In 1658, they sold their dwelling and 58 acres of land to Edward Jackson of Newton. In 
1670, Thomas Oliver, a stepson of Edward Jackson of Newton, acquired the old Dana property, moving into the 
Dana-Jackson house. Active in Massachusetts politics,Oliver held the office of Governor's Council at the time of his 
death in 1715. 


Throughout the 18th century, the Brooksdale-Ranelegh area was a remote, thinly settled area until the second quarter of 
the 19th century when this part of town was on the fringes of New England's most important cattle market at Brighton 
Center. By the 1870s and for decades afterwards, this area was called the Brooks estate. George Hobart Brooks 
(1808-1892) had two houses, six out buildings and a slaughterhouse to the east of the intersection of Brooks and 
Faneuil streets. Born in Brighton, he was the son of state representative Samuel Brooks and Jane Hill Brooks. 
(continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 

Maps / Atlases- 1830,1852,1866,1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925 

Boston Buildings Department records 

Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 

Boston Landmarks Commission, Allston-Brighton Preservation Survey, 1978 

Marchione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1986 
@ Vinship, J.P. C., Historical Brighton, I, I. 


MK] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


e@ Community: Form No: 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brighton, MA 


Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Brooksdale-Ranelegh 
Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Brooksdale-Ranelegh Area, continued 


Providing a fine introduction to the architectural treasures of the Brooksdale-Ranelegh area are the late 19th century 
houses at 195 and 205 Faneuil Street.Situated at the northwestern corner of Faneuil and Falkland streets, 

195 Faneuil Street (see photo, Fig.1 ) is asolid example of an 1890s Queen Anne/Shingle style residence. 
Although covered with vinyl siding, this house retains integrity of siting, form and elements. Possessing an irregular 
form, its main block measures three bays in width and is three bays deep.This house is enclosed by a a flared and 
steeply pitched gable roof which sweeps down to shelter the full length front porch. Still intact are the porch's high 
rubble stone railings which support slender Tuscan Revival columns. To the left of the center entrance is a small 
Square stained glass window set high on the wall. The main facade's roof slope exhibits a bowed, modified tower 
with a conical roof cap and a polygonal dormer which opens on to a shallow porch. The porch's Tuscan columns 
support a pedimented gable with broad, flared eaves that enclose the porch. 


Built c. 1886 to 1894, 205 Faneuil Street's (see photo, Fig.2 ) design represents a harmonious blend of the 
Stick , Shingle and Colonial Revival styles. This rectangular wooden structure stands with broad gambrel facing 
Faneuil Street. Its gambrel end wall measure four bays while its side walls are five bays in depth. Sheathed with wood 
shingles, this 2.5 story residence rests on a rubblestone foundation. The main entrance is located on the west wall 
jear this house's southwest corner.The front door opens on to a small porch with low, wood shingle clad railings 

Orrich support short Ionic columns. Particularly noteworthy is the vertical stick work which appears beneath the 
apron panels of the south and west elevations’ windows. Stick Style elements are rarely mixed with a building that is 
primarily of the Shingle Style. The eaves of the massive gambrel are deeply recessed , enframing the windows of the 
second floor and attic. The triangular apex of the gambrel projects over the attic windows which exhibit bracketed 
lintels. 


Falkland Street is lined with handsome 1890s houses exhibiting elements of the Queen Anne, Shingle and Colonial 
Revival styles. 29 Falkland Street (see photo, Fig.3 ) is a rectangular wood shingle clad structure that rises 
2.5 stories from a rubble stone foundation to a gable roof. Its three-bay main facade exhibits an enclosed Colonial 
Revival porch with engaged Tuscan columns. Rising from the center of the main facade's roof slope is a pedimented 
wall dormer exhibiting paired standard size windows flanked by small square windows set high on the wall. Its 
three-bay end wall gables are broad, flared and steeply pitched. 


Before discussing Brooksdale Road's architecturally significant Queen Anne, Shingle, Colonial Revival and 
Craftsman style houses, it is necessary to discuss the only masonry row houses in this area. The rectangular row of 
modestly scaled red brick houses at 224 to 228 Parsons Street (see photo, Fig.4 ) were built in 1910 by 
East Boston builder J.M. Privis from designs provided by Max M.Kalman. Situated on a high rise with short lawns 
sloping down to low rubble stone retaining walls, this quartet of two-story residences exhibit two-bay main facades. 
Each facade is separated by narrow brick piers and displays an enclosed, one-story wooden porch with a shed roof. In 
general , windows contain 1/1 wood sash and feature simple, bar sills and lintels composed of stone. These facades 
terminate in ornate cornices displaying dentils and modillion blocks. Based on the cornice treatments of this otherwise 
plain group, these houses may be categorized as Georgian Revival. 


Lining Brooksdale Road , between Parsons and Falkland Street are attractive, modest bungalows and cottages. 
a of Falkland Street, the housing is large and ornate with complex forms and roof configurations. (continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Brooksdale -Ranelegh Area, continued 


Built in 1902 by Roxbury builder R.S. Gillmore from designs provided by George E. Parsons, 42-44 Brooksdale 
Road (see photo, Fig.5 ) is but one of a approximately one dozen Parsons-designed houses in this area 
Exhibiting characteristics of the Queen Anne, Shingle and Craftsman styles, the wood shingle sheathed 42-44 
Brooksdale Road is noteworthy for its its distinctive volume. Possessing an irregular, its massing is treated as a 
progression of projecting, tall and narrow gable-roofed, forms. Originally open , a small, enclosed front porch 
projects from the center of the three-bay main facade. Enclosed by a broad gable roof with exposed timbers at the 
eaves, the porch's treatments speak to the rise of the Craftsman style at the turn of the century. Flanking the entrance 
are tall, narrow and square 2.5 story bays. Actually, the first floor of these bays is polygonal and sheltered by the 
overhang of the square bay of the upper floor. Running between these bays on the second floor is a porch recessed 
behind a bank of 4-pane windows. A polygonal dormer capped by a pyramidal roof rises from the center of the main 
elevation's roof slope. Projecting from the 2-bay east wall is a 2.5 story bay which is polygonal on the first floor and 
square on the upper floors. 


46 Brooksdale Road (see photo, Fig. 6 ) was constructed c. 1900-1905 and probably represents the work of 
George Parsons. Like 42-44 Brooksdale Road, volume is the noteworthy feature of this house. Essential rectangular 
ry form, this dwelling is dominated by massive, two-story intersecting gambrels. Although covered with asphalt 

hingles, this house retains integrity of siting, form and elements. Its first floor measures three -bay in width while its 
side walls exhibit four bays. The gambrels display two windows containing original 12/1 wood sash. The attics 
exhibit double windows with 6/1 wood sash. Projecting from the side roof slopes of the street-facing gambrel are 
single dormers with broad and steeply pitched pedimented gables.Still extant on this property is a charming, 1916 
"motor car'' garage (see photo, Fig.7 ).This small square wooden structure retains original, paneled double 
doors and is flanked by tall and narrow windows containing diamond-shaped panes. 


Sheathed with wood shingles and characterized by an irregular form, 50 Brooksdale Road (see photo, 

Fig.8 ) ranks among the most sophisticated examples of Medieval Revival design in Allston-Brighton. Designed by 
George Parsons and built with "day labor" in 1901, this 2.5 story house's main block measures four bays in width 
with a depth of a single bay. Resting on a rubble stone basement, this residence is enclosed by a gable roof. An open, 
off-center entrance porch exhibits a lattice work platform, slat work railings and simple, possibly replacement, square 
and narrow posts. To the right of the entrance is a window with 12/1 wood sash while on its left side is a narrow, 
polygonal ,beautifully proportioned and pyramidally capped tower which probably contains a stairway. A single, 
12-pane window appears at the tower's second level while the third floor exhibits three 12-pane windows. To the left 
of the tower, on the first floor is a tripartite window with 1/1 wood sash. A single, half timbered , gable roofed 
dormer appears at either end of the main facade's roof slope. 


One of the first houses built in the Brooksdale Road development was the 1899 Queen Anne, single family house at 
55 Brooksdale Road (see photo, Fig.9 ). Designed by Dorchester architect George W. Parsons, it was built by 
F.H. Colpitts. Characterized by a complex, irregular, wood shingle-sheathed form, this house rises 2.5 stories from 
a rubble stone basement to an intersecting hip and gable roof. Of particular interest is this structure's massing. 
The main facade features a two-bay gable-roofed component which projects from a hip roofed component which rises 
rom the hip roof of the corner entrance porch. The hip roofed component measures a single bay in both width and 
Bent and is contiguous with a gable roofed component with east-west end wall gables. The facade gable's first floor 
exhibits a tripartite window surmounted by a lintel featuring a cornice headed bolection molding. On the second floor a 
pair of windows contain original 20/1 wood sash. (continued) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description , Brooksdale-Ranelegh Area, continued 


The facade gable's attic window is recessed within curved walls and sheltered by a bowed overhang. The attics of the 
east and west gables are characterized by a different design approach, featuring windows enframed by deep, arched 
eaves. The corner porch features a low , wood shingle covered railing which supports three square, shingle-covered 
posts. 


62 Brooksdale Road (see photo, Fig.10 ) ranks among the most full blown example of the Craftsman style in 
Allston-Brighton. Representing another Parsons-designed work, this house was built by Brighton builder John S. 
Gerrish in 1900. Rising 2.5 stories from a rubble stone basement to a broad gable roof, this boxy , rectangular house 
is sheathed with wood shingles. Measuring two-bays wide and two-bays deep, this house's L-shaped, off-center 
entrance features low, wood shingle-clad railings and short and massive posts. This porch is enclosed by low- pitched 
gable and shed roofs. To the right of the entrance is a rectangular, small-paned window set high on the wall. To the 
left of the entrance is a broad, one story polygonal bay with small-paned windows. The overhang of the second floor 
is accented by paired and single saw-cut brackets. In general, windows are fully enframed and contain 12/12 wood 
sash. The bank of four small-paned attic windows rise from a wide, tab-edged "fascia board" and is set off by 
half-timbered surface treatments. The gable roof's deep eaves are accented by diagonal bracing. 


rominently sited on a corner lot, 67 Brooksdale Road (see photo, Fig.11 ) ranks among the finest examples 
of the Colonial Revival style in Allston-Brighton, providing evidence that this house's architect, George Parsons was 
proficient in styles derived from Classicism as well as Medievalism.Built in 1902, this boxy, rectangular three-bay by 
three-bay house is clad with clapboards and enclosed by a hip roof. Projecting from the center of the main facade is a 
front porch which is accessed by two flights of wooden steps. Opening on to a small Tuscan columned porch, the 
front door is flanked by multi-pane side lights with solid lower panels and . The porch's paired Tuscan columns 
support a molded entablature and flat roof which is enclosed by slat work railings. Opening on to the second floor 
porch is a Palladian window with molded key stone surrounds. The corners of this building are accented with Doric 
pilasters. This house terminates in a bracketed cornice. Pedimented double and tripartite dormers rise from the main 
and side roof slopes, respectively. 


The 2.5 -story Medieval Revival two-family house at 68 Brooksdale Road and 17 Ranelegh Road (see 
photo, Fig.12 ) was built c. 1900-1905. Possessing an irregular‘form, this house's design, with its square, 
2.5-story gable roofed bays represents a variation on the massing of 42-44 Brooksdale Road. The main facade 
exhibits an off-center entrance which opens on to an open, half-length front porch. To the right of the entrance is a 
wide, square bay with its first floor's southwest corner walls constructed of rubble stone. The remaining wall surfaces 
are covered with wood clapboards. Rising from the front porch's roof, to the left of the entrance bay is a 1.5-story 
oriel which is square and narrow. The attic's of the main facade's bays and double center dormer are half timbered. 


The west side of Ranelegh Road, between between Olivia and Riverview Roads, is lined with six 2-family Colonial 
Revival houses at 18 to 40 Ranelegh Road (see photo, Fig.13 ) designed by Henry L. Kennedy in 1927. 
Measuring two bays in width with a depth of four bays,these L-shaped 2.5 -story structures constitute a streetscape 
which is greater than the sum of its parts. Particularly noteworthy is the rhythmic repetition of facade gables and 
2-story porches with short flights of wooden steps. Small rectangular windows with diamond shaped panes set high 

eS: the walls of the first and second floors are located on the south walls near the southeast corner of these duplexes. 
ycontinued) 
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Historical Narrative, Brooksdale -Ranelegh Area, continued 


estate. By 1885, George H. Brooks' estate encompassed over one and one half million square feet, including a 
man-made pond that stood more or less half -way between Brooks and Parsons streets, a few yards to the north of 
Faneuil street. Like the much larger Chandler's Pond, off Lake Street, Brooks' Pond had been created by the 
damning of a brook that ran through the property. An ice house adjacent to the pond, indicates that the enterprising 
Brook also conducted ice harvesting on his property. By the late 1890s, the Brooks estate had been carved up into a 
multi-lot tract administered by a Ralph B. Mc Donald and others. Brooksdale and Ranelegh Roads were set out set out 
during the summer of 1899; at the same time, the first 400 feet of Corrinne Road was set out east of Ranelegh Road. 


Interestingly, a wooden public school house was built between 1875-1885, on a lot carved from the Brooks estate at 
the northwest corner of Hobart Street and Ranelegh Road.Evidently, this school was built to serve the families of 
Brooks and Newton streets after Brighton was annexed to Boston in 1874. The school's site is now occupied by a 
playground. 


Few houses in this area were built before 1900. One of the oldest houses in this area is the c.1895 Queen Anne house 
at195 Faneuil Street (see photo, Fig.1 ), built on part of a 166,317 square foot tract that had belonged to the 

a@\.J. Bigelow heirs prior to 1890. The Bigelow family's name lives on in the street and hill that bears their name, west 

f the Brooksdale-Ranelegh area. Bigelows had lived in the north western section of Brighton since at least the early 

19th century. Subdividing their land during the 1890s, the lots at 195 and 205 Faneuil Street were sold to Josiah H. 
Stickney, a veterinarian who hired William B. Quigley to build both houses. Despite the fact that the Stick Style 
characteristics of 205 Faneuil Street (see photo, Fig.2 ) would suggest that it is the older of the two houses, 
Brighton atlases indicate that 195 was built first with 205 following after 1899. Stickney evidently owned but never 
occupied 195 Faneuil street. William B. Quigley owned 205 Faneuil Street by 1916. He held the deed to both houses. 
During the 1920s and 1930s, both houses were owned by Margaret and John W. Barrett, " assistant inspector of 
boilers, 708 Atlantic Avenue, Boston". 


During the 1890s, Falkland Street (originally called Hobart Road ) was set out from Faneuil Street as far as 47 to 51 
Falkland Street .During the early 1900s and 1910s, Falkland Street was called Allston Terrace and Faneuil Terrace, 
respectively, acquiring its present name at some point in the 1920s (to make matters more confusing, the segment of 
Falkland Street between Hobart Street and Faneuil Street was called: Hobart Street, with its northern segment called 
Allston Terrace). Development on Falkland Street was underway before that of Brooksdale Road, its suburban 
residences attracting solid middle class Irish families. Brooksdale Street,on the other hand, particularly the segment 
west of Falkland Street, had the appearance of a more exclusive upper-middle -class enclave, situated on elevated 
terrain, just steps away from the Faneuil Station on the Boston and Albany Railroad. After 1900, Brooksdale Road 
was built up with rustic, rambling Queen Anne, Shingle, Colonial Revival and Craftsman Style houses. 29 Falkland 
Street (see photo, Fig.3 ), for example, was built by 1899, and by 1909 was the home of Annie F. and Maurice 
J. Kiley, telephone inspector. The Kileys lived here until at least 1930. By that time, Mr.Kiley worked as a foreman 
for the Boston and Albany Railroad. 33 to 35 Falkland Street, a Queen Anne double house of the mid-1890s, was the 
home of a G. Kelley by 1899. Later owners included Jennie Davis (early 1900s), Frances H. Haskell (1910s) and 
James J. Sullivan, motor man (1920s and 1930s).Representing a late addition to the housing stock of Falkland Street 
is 54/54A Falkland Street .It is situated on the segment of Falkland Street that was cut through to Brooksdale 
oad during the late 1910s. Built c. 1920, this house was built by and for Raymond L. Mc Phail. 


Brooksdale Road was set out from Parsons Street to Ranelegh Road in 1899. Before discussing Brooksdale 
(continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 







































PAAN2 AOTLAUMITVIEX IOT Si 
ViOw2IMMOS LAIMOTEIH < AD 
HOOF CEST 


, ra Ani) “ 
Deitel aie Site | (ORY Go) VIO V il ine 
bb SEER TS la 8) wee y } ol “ag ee ya “Hoe tel or ite 


; eM Ky Poe * iivO beezaqnoons cisies “ona ws ot os ‘ 
"it ; . Wf ad YEW 3 | geal 10 SIO! UFO wi & 
oin.t Tie .boott ¢yetheel) top uel dona Sa ae 
iN tir: avon Sa nA .Yiedorg st 0 act Cty fue hand; 
r nat TO thd At: i oy wea wi aict ay yar, wih ®2i Ds 1 
hone! : i 2h ge {c Daie ura 
it Mp inest | be 7 SYR On ot) ts ;COBT for b . 
ut f roe OLOLG ee ea 
14 tretioH 163m 
4 . 1} 5 E 2ieoae "3 v 


rN 
a 
\ 


df lo 200 OOVE sroted Itind newest 

E ind 1 Lari oloaiq see) Jags 
ie $290 yvil sone 2y wolagil ofT OVBL of 1ot ny aa 
Ayes (1 nO i Dovil bad evrologit) tem (9eeies 
a p iS 200) 30 Wi of) sarwe ne (6) earl gatbivily 
ee TILE Fe Al mn 10 Di bj ; ‘f (i) ‘e eae rae: boric ore an 
vi) es on. S919 otoda oa) sean linsaat 208% 
retour Oval 1 ormmaflot COL duw jeu did eew ED edi as tae 
H Bie} toari¢ livensh LOL batiwe elnit, & insiliW tose Tee 


a4 


, 
1 


boviwe srw pene road er & 


“sonod .onava 


aa 

| L W650 ie 2 oA cadol boliee ¢ienighe) see boulder 
abTies TOA Beles 2) = ; bentley AOiel bas 2002! vines & Sphere 
SHOE EISSN | GP) AU oe i DRG Bead Me HUAN ES eI 24 
Is? nadol bolléo anw toou? tage l dae toons Hons ee 
ABERLOOTS 10 FT 91GTI0 MENT 2 uane 1a bashed oo jaeor i es 
mA Ave of oo.tose asbaicord zeros ws fexit cot olla blige 

Wid 24sl- slbbin-ogqay sviguioxS S10 Blo aaunesade ore bed 3s asilé 
1HlA .bsorlied yrstlle bie noteo". oa ne otiase Lite: sed ocihmott mn 
i seiTeTiet 3a lnvived & incloD ,alyaidé tA Ass emidaw .oei 
MOK STU sw YORE 4G bar sai rd Slivd enw sigmtaxs vot , ( Epil obo 
LAAN tat V4 OCeL jaca! ue Tin ee Devil-eyeli x att. oieqanh s 
‘sidueb aanh assuQ # rood bushi £6 01:66 beodial xed be 

sil (OVC! yi) ave singgl behulaad secwo wed Ceal ve 9 
27U2.RON oh) TsO 2D8 Sieh B goretigeh ORR bas. aE?) awn oer i 
) 100 vay sedi trend Snaldied to Jaamnged oriao betanne aid.) desi Be tall 
4 2M .J SnomyeS 107 ban 9d jligd esw eauol eit ERS Aattud, M1Oh-9 


203206 nOlee OS! oi bros —— of seni anor mort v0 338 aw 
He ‘abe al a 2h 7 - ; 
TPs : ; i) a ae 


; | ) els 
: yy Gee 
Te eee ee - an ' 


mesh 





INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


“MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton 


Property Name: Brooksdale-Ranelegh 
Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Brooksdale-Ranelegh Road, continued 


Road's development , brief mention should be made of Parsons Street, which forms part of the eastern border of 
this area.The laying out of Parsons Street in 1842 was followed by controversy because "certain conditions were not 
complied with" when this north-south thoroughfare was set out. Parsons Street was formally accepted by town 
officials in 1853. Originally called Pig Lane, in reference to the farm animal markets and slaughtering that took place 
within and around Brighton Center , Parsons Street represented a more dignified name for a major thoroughfare. 

It was named for the Parsons family whose members included Ebenezer Parsons, a prominent citizen active in 
Brighton's Congregational Church during the first half of the 19th century and Gorham Parsons,a founder of the 
Massachusetts Horticultural Society . 


Additionally Gorham Parsons was a State Representative during the early 1820s, president of the second Bank of 
Brighton during the 1830s, and was instrumental in the selection of a northerly rather than a southerly route through 
Brighton for the Boston and Worcester Railroad; a railroad whose construction commenced just to the north of the 
Brooksdale-Ranelegh area in 1832. 


The only row houses in the Brooksdale-Ranelegh area are located at 228 to 234 Parsons Street (see photo, 
t ). Built in 1910 by J.M. Privis of 205 Chelsea Street, East Boston, from designs provided by Max M. 
alman, these four modest masonry dwellings exhibit restrained characteristics of the Queen Anne and Classical 
Revival styles.During the 1870s and 1880s, two small wooden structures were located on or near the site of these 
houses and were part of George H. Brooks’ extensive holdings. By 1899, this group's undeveloped land was part of 
the multi-lot Ralph B. Mc Daniel Brooksdale tract. By 1909, on the eve of this group's construction, this land was 
owned by a Frank E. Drew. The original owner was Nathan J. Cohen of 49 Poplar Street, Brighton , a Jew who 
owned these houses but did not live in this overwhelmingly Irish part of town. By 1916, a Charles H. Hill owned 
these charming row houses. During the 1920s and 1930s, residents of these red brick buildings included Dominick b. 
Doherty at 228, Francis S. Quinn, shipper at 230, Anna Turnberg at 232 and Charles J. Mc Alinden, lineman. 


Turning to Brooksdale Road, it should be noted that the segment between Parsons and Falkland Street was built up 
with small Queen Anne/Colonial Revival houses dating to the 1910s and 1920s. In contrast, the western segment of 
Brooksdale Road, along with parts of Ranelegh and Corrinne Road, were developed with large houses characterized 
by sophisticated renditions of the Queen Anne, Shingle and Colonial Revival styles. These house lots were carved 
from the George H. Brooks estate which at its height in 1885 encompassed over one - and- one- half -million square 
feet. The majority of the Brooksdale houses date from between 1899 and 1902 and most of them were designed by 
George E. Parsons, a Dorchester architect. Brooksdale Road's commodious residences were built for the families of 
upper middle class professionals, including: lawyers, politicians, educators and architects. One of the first house's 
built on this street was the Queen Anne/Shingle Style house at 55 Brooksdale Road (see photo, Fig.9 ). Built 
in 1899, the year Brooksdale Road was set out, this house was originally built by and for F.H. Colpitts,contractor of 
56 Malvern Street, Brighton . During the early 1900s and 1910s, it was the home of Owen D. Evans, master, "High 
School of Commerce". Later owners included an S.G. Rose (1925) and Frederick W. Pettit, a clerk at 348 Congress 
Street (1930). 42-44 Brooksdale Road (see photo, Fig.5 ) was built in 1902 as a single family house and was 
subdivided into a duplex in 1920. George E. Parsons was its architect while R.S. Gillmore of Roxbury was its 
builder. Florence O. Miller and Annie E. Schroeder are listed here in 1909 and 1916, respectively. By 1925, this 
structure had been converted into the Frances Scott Nursing Home. 46-48 Brooksdale Road (see photo, 

6i. 6 ) exemplifies the bold volumes and complex roof configurations favored by Parsons in his domestic 
architecture. Built c. 1900-1902, Edward C. Ramsdell, lawyer , was an early owner. By 1916, Nellie F. and Jacob 
Macholi, salesman, lived here. By 1925, John Carson, carpenter is listed:at this address. (continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


9 Community: Form No: 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brighton, MA 
Office of the Secretary, Boston i 


Property Name: Brooksdale-Ranelegh 
Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Brooksdale- Ranelegh Area, continued 


The handsome Georgian Revival house at 67 Brooksdale Road (see photo, Fig.11 ) was designed by 
Parsons during the summer of 1902 and built with "day labor" for Myron W. Richardson of Riverview Road, 
Brighton. Richardson paid $8,500 for this house's land, a purchase price that was apparently fairly standard for these 
lots. Richardson was the headmaster of Girls High School. During the 1920s and 1930s, George H. Pearce, "sub 
master, Martin School, Roxbury" owned this residence. 


Built in 1901, the houses at50 Brooksdale Road (see photo, Fig.8 )and54 Brooksdale Road (see 
photo, Fig. ) almost certainly represent Parson's designs.The former is a Queen Anne/Colonial Revival residence 
owned by Jennie E. Ogden during the early 1900 and Ephraim W. Chapman between c.1915-1935. The latter was 
the property of William B. Carpenter, junior master, Mechanic Arts High School during the early 1900s. Later owners 
included John B.Russell, chief draftsman, North Station during the 1910s and Martin J. Hussey , purchasing agent, 
during the 1930s. Architecturally, the Craftsman style house at 62 Brooksdale Road (see photo, Fig.10 ) 
represents a departure from Parson's penchant for housing with a Queen Anne/Shingle style sensibility. Built c. 
1900-1908 for William N. Parsons of 23 Marlborough Street, Boston, it was constructed by John S. Gerrish of 26 
Hobart Street, Brighton. Gerrish is probably related to George Gerrish who was the builder of the 1870s houses of 

Newton Street in the Brooks-Newton streets area (see Area Form ).By 1909, George E. Parsons, "architect, 
93 Federal Street, and his wife Jessie R. Parsons are listed at this address. George E. Parsons died c. 1920. The 
Parsons family resided at 62 Brooksdale Road until at least the early 1930s. 


29 Corrinne Road (see photo, Fig.15 ) exhibits the broad, gambrel profiles typical of George E. 
Parsons-designed houses on Brooksdale Road. Built between 1900-1908, Parsons was almost certainly this house's 
architect. Agnes L. Furlong is listed at this address in 1909 while later owners included Frances E. Delaney during the 
1910's and Margaret C. Kennefick, during the 1920s. 


The Tudor Craftsman house at17 Ranelegh Road -67 Ranelegh Road (see photo, Fig.11 ) was built c. 
1900-1908 on lot no. 37 of the multi -lot Ralph B. Mc Daniel development that was set in this area in 1899. During 
the early 1900s, Jerome C. Field owned this house while Mary E. Whitaker lived here by 1916. During the 1920s and 
1930s, 17 Ranelegh Road was the residence of Municipal Court Judge James E. Devlin. Born in Dorchester in 1877, 
Devlin was a son of James h. and Hannah Hickey Devlin. He was a graduate of Boston College High School, Boston 
college and Harvard Law School. After finishing law school in 1900, he served as assistant attorney general under 
Attorneys General Jay R. Benton and J. Weston Allen.He was appointed to the municipal bench by Governor Fuller. 
Active in the charitable Irish societies, he died in December, 1936. 


Built between 1910-1915, the stucco parged Colonial Revival house at 7 Ranelegh Road (see photo, Fig.14 ) 
was owned by Frederick S. Pillsbury (1910s), M. E. Kelly (1920s) and John B. Russell, Boston and Maine Railroad 
Co. employee. 


By 1920, the Brooksdale-Ranelegh area was almost completely built -up. Representing a later addition to this area is 

the group of six, 2-family Colonial Revival houses built in 1927 at 18-40 Ranelegh Road _ (see photo, fig. 

13 ).This group's land was part of the Ralph B. Mc Daniel development shown on the 1899 Brighton atlas. By 1909, 

3 ‘hese lots were owned by the Rivett Lathe Manufacturing Company. This tool-making factory was located at 16-20 
Riverview, adjacent to the Boston and Albany railroad tracks. This complex encompassed four large contiguous brick 

buildings, two concrete structures and one wooden out- building. During the late 20's the tool company sold the 

Ranelegh Road lots . H.L. Kennedy, 80 Boylston Street, Boston, was the architect of these buildings. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 


INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 





Community: | Form No: 
Allston-BrightonAllston-Bri 


Property Name: Brooksdale-Ranelegh 
Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Brooksdale-Ranelegh Road, continued 


Anchoring the southwest corner of Corrinne and Ranelegh Roads is the stucco parged Craftsman/Colonial Revival 
house at 5 Corrinne and 7 Ranelegh Road (see photo, Fig.14 ). This boxy, rectangular 2.5-story house 
was built c. 1910-1915.The 5-bay Ranelegh Road facade features a handsome Tuscan columned front porch with slat 
work railings. The three -bay Corrine Road facade exhibits a smaller Tuscan columned porch which is enclosed by a 
hip roof with exposed rafters. Rising from its hip roofs four slopes are double, hip roofed dormers. 


In terms of design, 29 Corrinne Road (see photo, Fig.15 ) represents a harmonious blend of the Shingle and 
Colonial Revival styles.Rising 2.5 stories from a rubble stone basement to a steeply pitched gambrel roof, this 
rectangular structure has a three-bay main facade and two-bay end walls. Opening on to a Tuscan columned porch, its 
center entrance is flanked by side lights and set off by molded surrounds.The side lights, in turn are flanked by Doric 
pilasters. Access to the entrance porch is provided by a flight wooden steps.The porch's clustered Tuscan columns 
rise from a lattice work enclosed platform, to a molded entablature and flat , slatwork railing enclosed second floor 
porch. Flanking the entrance are polygonal oriels which exhibit windows containing 9/1 and 6/1wood sash; in general 
9/1 sash configurations are standard for the windows of this house. At the center of the main facade's roof slope is a 
gambrel roofed wall dormer which is flanked by single, pedimented dormers. This house's distinctive volume, 
wo-story gambrel and well proportioned elements suggest George Parsons as the probable architect of this 
chitecturally distinguished residence. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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Brooksdale Road Area 
Allston/Brighton, Boston, Massachusetts 
2 to 68 (even) Brooksdale Road 

7 to 67 (odd) Brooksdale Road 

27 to 59 (odd) Corrinne Road 

3 to 71 (odd) Falkland Street 

4 to 68 (even) Falkland Street 

183 to 205 (odd) Faneuil Street 
228 to 34 (even) Parsons Street | 

7 to 17 (odd) Ranelegh Road 

18 to 40 (even) Ranelegh Road 
1914 to 2002 (even) Beacon Street 
2 to 20 (even) Braemore Road 
Sto 19 (odd) Braemore Road 

326 (incl) Chestnut Hill Ave 

4 to 56 & 77 (odd) Chiswick Road 
1776 to 1800 (even) Comm Avenue 
38 to 134 (even) Englewood Avenue 
45 to 145 (odd) Englewood Avenue 
10 to 46 (even) Orkney Road 

11 to 47 (odd) Orkney Road 

55 to 109 (odd) Strathmore Road 
70 to 114 (even) Strathmore Road 

1 to 83 (odd) Sutherland Road 

2 to 84 (even) Sutherland Road 

77 (incl) Chiswick Road 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission Community Property Address 
80 Boylston Street 


Ro sie Massachusetts 02116 Baston - Brights tokedale - Ran 


FormNe 


Area 
Pen nee 
National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


cay 
Check all that apply: 


DO Individually eligible I Eligible only ina historic district 
OC) Contributing to a potential historic district J Potential historic district 


Crteras ck A OF B&CcC OD 
Criteria Considerations: A eB meee op Co le eee ee oer el bem | ete 


Statement of Significance by Edward Ww. Gordoy 


D The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


Brooksdale- Ranelegh Road Area 


. Considered eligible for its unusually fine collection of stylish and substantial Queen Anne, Shingle 
Style and Colonial Revival houses, particularly along Brooksdale Road between Falkland 
Street and Ranelegh Road. Complex volumes, the contrasting textures of stone, stucco,wood 
shingle and clapboard materials as well as intact elements and ornamentation combine to form a 
remarkable hill top enclave of turn- of- the -century residences. Particularly noteworthy examples 

_ include: the robust, multi- family wooden Queen Anne house at 46 to 48 Brooksdale Road, 
built for lawyer Edward C. Randell c. 1905 , the George Parsons -designed Shingle Style house at 
50 Brooksdale Road built with “day labor’ in 1901 and the handsome Colonial Revival, 
clapboard clad residence at 67 Brooksdale Road built for Myron W. Richardson, headmaster 
of “Girls Junior High School’. George Parsons, a local architect was responsible for the design of 
many Brooksdale Road house.This area meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places. 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor’s Sheets 


=o Se 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 
89.Boylston Street 
ton, Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll = Te Ss ) 


9... Map 


Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 





Place(neighborhood or village) ___Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area Upper Parsons 


Present Use residential 


Construction Dates or Period 1885 - 1920 


Overall Condition good-excellent 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Very intact 


Acreage App. Be acres 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) March, 1996 


(see AYached won) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 











AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 
architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 


Covering a hillside that slopes down from Washington Street at Brighton Center, northward to Faneuil Street, the 
Upper Parsons area is characterized by an architecturally significant, well preserved collection of Shingle, Queen Anne 
and Colonial Revival residences as well as hybrids of these styles. This area is bounded on the north by Arlington 
Street (between Faneuil and Leicester Streets). It should be clarified that the northern boundary jogs northward at 
Parsons Street, extending as far as the c. 1840s farm houses numbered 88 and 89 Parsons Street. On the east, it is 
bounded by the back lot lines of Market Street, on the south by the back lot lines of Washington Street commercial 
properties and on the west by the back lot lines of 1 to 31 Foster Street , the side lot line of 78/80 South Hobart Street 
and the front lot lines of 61 to 109 Oakland Street. 


This area is overlaid by a modified grid pattern of streets. In contrast to the residential area north of Washington Street 
at Brighton Center which retains, to a considerable degree, the appearance and "feeling" of an early to mid 19th century 
village of modestly scaled dwellings bordering narrow ways, Upper Parsons represents a very different , late Victorian 
era image. Situated on relatively ample lots, the c. 1880s to 1920s Queen Anne, Shingle and Colonial Revival houses 
of Upper Parsons rank among the most substantial and ornate examples of single and 2-family residences in Allston 
-Brighton. The block bounded by Parsons, Bennett, Leicester and Surrey streets is particularly rich in fine turn-of 
-the-century suburban houses.The presence of parking lots behind Washington Street commercial structures, 
particularly between between Parsons and Foster Streets, has had an adverse effect on the historic integrity of this 
area's southern edge (continued). 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
The story ot the Upper Parsons neighborhood effectively begins during the early 1870s with the consolidation of 
Allston-Brighton's numerous Cattle Market -related slaughter houses in a single Abbatoir on Market Street in North 
Brighton. In 1881, the Brighton Stockyards, which had stood to the rear of the Cattle Fair Hotel since the early years of 

century, were moved to a site on North Beacon street in North Brighton, a location convenient both to the recently 
mpleted Brighton Abattoir and to the Brighton Depot. The Brighton Stockyards were located near the southeast 

corner of the Upper Parsons area. Until that time,this area was too close to the unpleasant sights, sounds and smells 
associated with the Cattle Market at Brighton Center to develop as a residential quarter. Parsons Street, a thoroughfare 
which roughly bisects this area as well as being its principle north-south traffic artery , was originally called Pig Lane. 
As the substantial, well-designed Queen Anne, Colonial Revival and Shingle Style residences attest, the stigma 
stemming from Upper Parson's proximity to the cattle market was all but forgotten by the late 1880s and 1890s.By the 
turn-of the-century Upper Parsons, north of the Brighton Center commercial area had become one of the premier 
residential quarters in Brighton, along with the Aberdeen section (see Area Form__). 


The Upper Parsons area is surrounded on three sides by an ancient triangular system of highways dating to the mid 
17th century, including Faneuil Street to the north, Market Street to the east and Washington Street to the south. 
Evidently the Upper Parsons area was part of a 90 acre property south of Faneuil Street purchased in the early 1650s 
by John Oldham. When he died in 1655, the estate passed to his widow Martha and two sons, Samuel and John. In 
1656 Martha married Thomas Brown , who purchased the estate and built the house on Faneuil Street that was 
afterwards known as the Parsons Mansion. During the early 19th century, Gorham Parsons, banker and a founder of 
the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, experimented in fruit cultivation at his Brighton estate, Oakland Farms. 
(continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Maps / Atlases- 1830,1852,1866,1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925 
Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 
Boston Landmarks Commission, Allston-Brighton Preservation Survey, 1978 
Marchione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1986 
Suffolk County Deed Plan-April, 1884; Volume 1964, end page. 

@ inship, J.P. C., Historical Brighton, I, I. 





[\{ Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Upper Parsons Area, continued 


Nevertheless, the majority of the streetscapes of Upper Parsons are remarkably intact, with wood shingles and/or 
clapboards, rather than vinyl] siding, sheathing most of its residences.This area's street pattern is that of a modified 
grid ; Parsons Street bisects this area on a north-south axis and is the major traffic artery in this area. 


Parsons Steet bisects this area and is its principal north-south traffic artery. Beginning at the southern extremity of 
this thoroughfare at Brighton Center and moving north, one encounters an impressive collection of commodious 
Queen Anne/Colonial Revival single and double houses between Washington and Surrey Streets. Providing a fine 
introduction to the architecturally distinguished late -19th -century residences is the Queen Anne house at 
10 Parsons (see photo, Fig.1 ).Facing an ample, hedge- bordered lawn, this house, in typical Queen Anne 
fashion, possesses an irregular plan, asymmetrical massing and clapboard sheathing on the first floor with wood 
shingles covering the upper floors.This 2.5 story residence is enclosed by intersectting hip and gable roofs. The main 
facade exhibits an off-center entrance with original multi-panel front door which opens on to a front porch which is 
recessed beneath the sweeping roof slope of the second floor.This porch features broad wood shingle arches which 
spring from solid, wood shingle-covered railings.The 4-bay main facade is dominated by a fully enframed gable 
which overhangs the second floor and is supported by boldly rendered wood shingle-covered brackets. A pair of attic 
svindows are separated by a carved sunflower panel and are surmounted by a continuous cornice with small brackets. 
he apex of the gable is set off by sand- covered- plaster surfaces which exhibit circular and curvilinear motifs 
composed of round stones.These treatments are also evident in the dormers' pedimented gables of the north and south 
elevations. In general, first floor windows contain 2-pane lower sash with upper sash characterized by a large square 
pane bordered by smaller panes.The window of the upper floors exhibit 2-pane lower sash with 12-pane upper sash. 


Although altered by asphalt shingle siding, the double Queen Anne house at 17-19 Parsons Street (see photo, 
Fig.2 ) retains integrity of siting, form and elements. This house, with its hedge bordered front yard, small and large 
street-facing gables, and Tuscan columned Colonial Revival front porch constitutes a key component in this segment 
of Parsons Street's streetscape.Possessing an irregular plan, this house's main facade consists of a 3-bay entrance 
facade and the 2-bay facade of the smaller of the two street-facing gables. Particularly noteworthy are its front 
porche's low relief ribbon and swag plaster ornament and pedimented porch roof. To the right of the front porch is a 
Palladian window; this window exhibits molded surrounds and an arch containing low relief plaster motif consisting 
of crossed torches encircled by a laurel wreath Underling the surface plasticity of this structure is the undulating 
bowed. wall of the north wall's center bay. 


Across the street at24 Parsons Street (see photo, Fig.3 ) is a well-preserved Queen Anne house which rises 
2.5 stories from a rubble stone foundation to an intersecting gable roof.Its first floor is clad with clapboards while its 
second floor and attics are covered with wood shingles. Possessing an irregular plan, this house 's main facade 
exhibits a street-facing gable and an open entrance porch at the northeast corner of the house.Sheltering the entrance 
porch is a steeply pitched gable containing wood shingles with a circular boss near the apex of the porch roof's 
gable.Situated at the southeast corner of the 3-bay main facade is a polygonal bay window with a heavy cornice and 
hip roof. Projecting from the center of the 3-bay south wall is a 2-story polygonal bay which is enclosed by a steeply 
pitched pyramidal roof cap. The main elevation's fully enframed attic contains double windows. Rising from the south 
roof slope is a tall brick chimney. 


@eyond Surrey Street, Parsons Street begins its northward descent to Faneuil Street. Noteworthy late 19th century 


residences located between on Parsons Street, between Surrey and Bennett streets, include 48 and 53 Parsons 
Street (continued). 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Office of the Secretary, Boston 
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Allston-Brighton 


Property Name: Upper Parsons Area 






Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Upper Parsons Area, continued 


48 Parsons Street (see photo, Fig.4 ) is a handsome Queen Anne house noteworthy for its interesting form. 
Characterized by an irregular plan , its main facade is treated as a progression of stepped structural components. This 
house rises 2.5 stories from a rubble stone basement to intersecting, slate-shingle covered gable and hip roofs. The 
center hip roofed component culminates in a copper finial. 


Rising from the center of the lateral, north ell is a double dormer with small 4-pane windows which are surmounted by 
a steeply pitched,pedimented gable. Set back from the hip roofed component is a rectangular segment with north- 
south-facing end wall gables.Projecting from the square, center structural component is a perpendicular rectangular 
component with street-facing gable.Projecting from this gable is a 2-story polygonal bay.Opening on to a Tuscan 
columned front porch with railing balusters turned in the Georgian manner, the main entrance is located on the angled 
wall of the square center component. In general, windows are fully enframed and contain the single pane lower sash 
and multi-pane upper sash typical of Queen Anne houses of the 1880s and 1890s. 


Occupying a well landscaped lot at the northeast corner of Parsons and Bennett streets, 53 Parsons Street (see 
photo, Fig.5 ), possesses one of the great Shingle Style domestic architectural designs in Allston-Brighton. 

a, L-shaped in form, this 2.5 story house is covered with wood shingles stained dark brown. This house is 

omposed of broad intersecting gambrels at the northwest corner. intersecting with these gambrels are lateral and 

perpendicular wings which are enclosed by gable roofs. The main entrance opens on to an open front porch which is 
sheltered by the main facade's massive, 2-story gambrel. The gambrel is supported by porch posts composed of stone 
blocks. Striking one of many Colonial Revival notes, a handsome Palladian window is located at the center of the 
main facade's gambrel. Near the apex of this gambrel is an oval window with keystone surrounds. Nestled between 
the main facade's gambrel and the polygonal bay of the second floor is a recessed porch which is enclosed by a 
slat-work railing.To the right of the main facade's gambrel, rising from the south wing's roof slope is a Medieval 
revival chimney with angled brick work ornamentation. One of the brilliant aspects of this house's design is the way 
the Bennett street elevation's polygonal bay projects from the intersection of the north gambrel and east wing , uniting 
these components in a design that is enlivened by Colonial Revival elements.The flat segment of this bay features a 
colorful, rectangular stained glass window set high on its wall.This bay is surmounted by a slat work railing with 
large acorn finials. To the left of this bay is a recessed porch with broad segmental, keystone arches. Particularly 
noteworthy is the 3-bay Bennett Street gambrel's center key stone arch window which contains Gothicized leaded 
glass and a stained glass fan light. f 


On the east side of Parsons Street, between Bennett and Arlington Streets is a trio of Colonial Revival single family 
houses at 59,61 and 63 Parsons Street (see photo, Fig.6 ). Built c. 1910-1915, this group's rhythmic 
progression of boxy, rectangular forms, Tuscan columned porches and clipped roofs enlivens its streetscape. Situated 
on a steep hillside, these houses overlook short lawns that slope over a low rise to Parsons Street. Situated across the 
street at 56,60, 64 and 66 Parsons Street are mostly altered, wooden Queen Anne single family houses with 
L-shaped, rectangular irregular plans, with street-facing gables and in the case of 60 Parsons Street, a generous side 
and back yards. 


Situated on or near the intersection of Parsons and Arlington streets is housing that predates the wave of intensive 
house construction that took place on the upper slopes of this area c. 1885-1900. Still extant to provide evidence of the 
riod 1865-1880 is the Italianate/Mansard cottage at 73 Parsons Street (see photo, Fig.7).Currently covered 

in vinyl, this cottage is composed of a 2-bay , double pile main block with a 2-bay single pile rear ell. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Upper Parsons Street, continued 


Nearby at 71-73 Arlington Street (see photo, Fig. 8 ) is ac. late 1870s Italianate/Queen Anne double cottage 
of considerable charm and interest for several unusual architectural elements. This T-shaped house is covered with 
wood shingles.Its three bay, double pile main block is enclosed by a gable roof with return eaves. Paired,center 
double doors open on to a full length front porch with slat-work railings and turned Queen Anne porch posts.The main 
entrances are flanked by polygonal bays and exhibit unusually ornate surrounds for a dwelling of such a modest scale; 
these surrounds are molded and include a bracketed cornice headed entablature.Rising through the main elevation's 
roof line are wall dormers with standard size windows containing 2/2 wood sash; windows which are surmounted by 
gambrel hoods.Situated between these dormers is a double , gable roofed dormer. Linking the tops of its windows is 
an ornate rectangular panel bearing foliate detail carved in low relief 


88 Parsons Street (see photo, Fig.9 ) is the oldest building in the Upper Parsons area.. 
Built during the 1830s by Clark Smith and Calvin Ricker, this farm house is composed of three 2.5 story, gable 
roofed structural components, including, a 5-bay, single pile main block , 4-bay, single pile rear ell and a three-bay, 
single pile side (north) wing. Opening on to the main block's front porch is a center entrance which is flanked by 
5-pane side lights and Doric pilasters; the front door is surmounted by a corner block-ornamented entablature. 
Although the full- length front porch is still intact, the four fluted Doric columns that were reported intact in the 1979 
sic Allston-Brighton survey have been replaced by square and narrow posts. Similarly, the late 19th century porch 
railings with their distinctive punched- and- cut balusters have been replaced by modern slat-work railings. Still intact, 
however, are this house's windows 6/6 wood sash. 


Returning to the top of the hill , Leicester Street, between Washington and Surrey streets, one block to the east of 
Parsons Street, presents a "mixed bag" of residential building types including three deckers, masonry apartment s and 
several interesting Queen Anne single and 2-family houses. For example, 29 Leicester Street (see photo, 
Fig.10 _), corner of Surrey street is a wood shingle -covered Queen Anne residence characterized by a compact, 
rectangular form which nevertheless is highly plastic with all manner of surface excrescences.Projecting from its 
Leicester Street facade is a two story entrance porch bay. To the left of the entrance porch, a verandah encircles this 
house's northwest corner.Particularly noteworthy are the front porches treatments including square Doric posts, scroll 
brackets and transoms contained turned elements. To the left of the enclosed second floor porch is a square oriel which 
rises from the verandah's roof and is surmounted by the railings of the hip roofed dormer's porch. The 2-bay north 
gable overlooks an ample side yard and surrey Street. This gable has a distinctive Medieval sensibility with its wood 
shingle covering and shallow overhang which is supported by wood shingle covered scroll brackets. The attic window 
is recessed within a bowed wall segment that flares out just below the apex of the gable.(continued). 


Across the street at 26-28 Leicester Street (see photo, Fig.11) is a towered Queen Anne, 2-family house 
which is essentially rectangular in form. Completely swathed in wood shingles, a bowed tower with a conical roof cap 
projects from the southeast corner of the 3-bay main facade. An open entrance porch with square posts and slat-work 
railings is located at its northeast corner.The porch's flat roof is encircled by the second floor porch's slat work 
railings. In general, this house's windows are fully enframed and contain 1/1 wood sash. Enclosed by a gable roof, 
the sweep of its street-facing gable's south slope is interrupted by the placement of the tower's third floor. This 
house's 6-bay side elevations exhibit polygonal (south wall) and square (north wall ) bays. Gable roofed dormers 
prject from its north and south roof slopes. 


Situated at the northeast corner of Surrey and Leicester streets is 37 Leicester (see photo, Fig.12 ), a well 


preserved Queen Anne house of c. 1890 -1895. Rising from a rubble stone basement to a gable roof, this rectangular 
house is (continued) 
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Architectural Description, Upper Parsons Area, continued 


clad primarily with clapboards. Wood shingles enliven the walls of this house's square and polygonal bays as well as 
portions of the attics' walls. This house stands with its end wall gables facing east and west. The placement of the 
front door on the 3-bay main facade suggests a side hall interior plan. The front door opens on to a small porch with 
turned Queen Anne posts and railing balusters intact. A pediment containing diamond-shaped shingles marks the 
entrance to the front porch. to the right of the porch is a 2-story polygonal bay. The Surrey street wall exhibits a 
center, square, 2-story bay which is carried through the roof line in the form of a gable roofed dormer with an open 
porch recessed behind a wood shingle-covered arch. In general, windows contain 2/1 wood sash. Narrow corner 
boards and paired brackets accent this building's edges and eaves respectively. A secondary porch with elements 
identical to those of the front porch projects from the southeast corner of the Surrey Street facade. 


In recent years, the Queen Anne/Shingle style qualities of 46 Leicester Street (see photo, Fig. 13 ), have been 
enhanced by the addition of a pergola connected with the front porch at the southeast corner of the building. This 
addition in no way detracts from the original mid 1890s design but rather is as robust visually as the broad end wall 
gables that dominate the main and south facades. The pergola's elements represent an extension of the Tuscan columns 
and Georgian Revival railing balusters of the original front porch. The entrance to the porch is marked by a Colonial 
Revival pediment. to the right of the front door, on the 2-bay main facade, a polygonal bay rises two stories, 
‘erminating at the deep overhang of the gambrel.Located at the apex of the gambrel's upper slopes is a lunette window. 
The side wall features an off center 2-story polygonal bay which is sheltered beneath the deep eaves of the fully 
enframed south gambrel. 


Around the corner, to the northwest, is one of the finest domestic architectural examples of the Colonial Revival style, 
or more specifically, the Georgian revival style, in Allston-Brighton. Built during the mid- 1890s, 30 Bennett 
Street (see photo, Fig.14 ) is rectangular in form, clad with clapboards and enclosed by a hip roof.The main 
facade of this 2.5 story residence is dominated by a projecting center pavilion with a monumental Doric portico which 
is crowned by a pedimented attic containing an oval keystone window. The front door is flanked by fluted Doric 
pilasters and columns situated close to the wall surface. Projecting from the entablature above the front door is the 
second floor's small bowed porch with its bowed railing with balusters turned in the Georgian manner. Opening on to 
this porch is a handsome Palladian window with molded and denticulated enframements.The attention to detail on the 
facades of this house is extraodinary. The windows of the first floor.are formally enframed by cornice headed 
windows with scroll brackets . Above the bowed portico of the no less formal secondary entrance on the Leicester 
Street facade is a window flanked by Doric pilasters and surmounted by a heavy entablature with swans neck scroll 
pediment .The corners of this house are accented by broad Doric pilasters. A better house to illustrate the Colonial 
Revival tendency to exaggerate the proportions of "real" 18th century Georgian form and elements would be hard to 
find in Allston -Brighton (with the noteworthy exception of the James Hathaway house at 35 Chestnut Hill Avenue in 
the Brighton Center Residential area). 


Returning to less ratified, although still -noteworthy late 19th century residential architectural realms are the Queen 
Anne single and double houses at 18 and 25-27 Bennett Street, respectively. 18 Bennett Street (se photo, 
Fig.15 _) is a boxy rectangular residence which stands with its 3-bay north end wall gable facing Bennett Street. The 
curved lines of its front porch's arches are echoed in the oval window to the right of the front four and in the bowed 
wall of the oriel located directly above. To the left of the front door is a two story polygonal bay. Both bay and oriel 
re surmounted by the deep overhang of the fully enframed gable. At the center of this gable is a modified Palladian 
Window with the tall, middle window culminating in a square key stone head rather than an arch.Projecting from the 


roof slope of the four bay west wall is a double dormer which is enclosed by a gable roof with return eaves. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Upper Parsons Area, continued 


25-27 Bennett Street (see photo, Fig. 16) is of interest for its distinctive, commodious towered and gable 
roofed form. This Queen Anne house stands with its narrow 3-bay west gable facing Leicester Street. Situated on a 
hillside, the land drops off gradually on the north side of this wood shingle-clad building.Projecting from its 
southwest corner is a round towered component which is capped by a conical roof. Small porches project from the 
Leicester Street and Bennett Street facades. Situated at the south east corner of this 2.5 story house is a gable which 
surmounts a narrow, 2-story polygonal bay. 


Continuing northward on Leicester Street, to Arlington Street, the quality of both design and craftsmanship is less fine 
than that of the houses of the upper slopes.Fabric is often less in tact than in other parts of this area. Nevertheless, 
these boxy rectangular and L-shaped Queen Anne houses of the lower slopes retain intact original siting, form, 
elements and in some cases, materials. 


To the west of Parsons Street, along Arlington Street, a noticeable transition takes place, just to the west of 86 and 87 
Arlington Street, in terms of housing forms, massing, and historic architectural styles, Although this information is 
discussed in the historical narrative, it should be briefly noted that an extensive tract owned by John and Joseph 
‘Duncklee, west of 86 and 87 Arlington Street, remained undeveloped until as late as the 1910s. Arlington Street, east 
Bi the Duncklee lands developed thirty to forty years earlier. The Italianate/Mansard cottages and Queen Anne 
residences of the eastern segments of Arlington Street stand in marked contrast to the western segments early 20th 
century suburban Colonial Revival houses.Marking this transition , just to the east of the old Duncklee Estate is 86 
Arlington Street (see photo, Fig.17 ). Essentially rectangular in form, this house displays an eclectic mix of 
Greek Revival, Italianate and Queen Anne elements. Its main facade exhibits a flat entrance bay and a polygonal bay 
while its side walls are three bays in depth. The northern slope of its gable roof sweeps over the full-length Queen 
Anne front porch which displays slat work railings and turned posts.The interesting thing about this house are Greek 
Revival and Italianate not usually employed in the design of a house of c. 1880. These retardataire features are evident 
in the low and narrow single -bay and the tall and broad two-bay gables of the main facade. The corners of both of the 
gables are accented by paneled Doric corner boards while the smaller of the two gables exhibits a pedimented gable. 
Both the pedimented gable and the taller gable with return eaves as well as the main block's end wall gables are 
accented with small brackets. 


In contrast to the Victorian era architecture of 86 Arlington Street are the World War I era Colonial Revival cottages at 
95 to 127 and 106 to 126 Arlington Street. 122 Arlington Street (see photo, Fig.18 ) is representative of 
most of these houses in this development. Measuring two bays wide and three bays deep, this wood shingle clad 
dwelling is rectangular in form. It rises from a ledge stone basement and is enclosed by a gambrel roof. A 2-bay 
dormer rises from the center of the main facade's roof slope and small lunette windows appear near the apex of the 
short upper slopes of the gambrel. The front door and tripartite windows of the main facade open on to a full length 
front porch with railings exhibiting diamond and cross-shaped slat work , Tuscan columns and a molded 
éntablature.The porch is sheltered by a modified hip roof extension of the gambrel. In general, windows are fully 
enframed and contain 6/1 wood sash. 


The south side of Bennett Street, west of Parsons Street , is lined with an interesting quartet of L-shaped Queen Anne 
houses with intersecting gable roofs at52 to 58 Bennett Street (see photo, Fig.\4 ). Situated on a low rise, 
@rese wooden houses were built c. 1890 to 1895 and remain essentially essentially intact. 56 Bennett Street is 
sheathed with wood shingles while the other houses retain their original clapboards. Each house stands with its 2-bay 
end wall gable facing the street and exhibits narrow corner boards (with the exception of 56). With the exception of 
58 Bennett Street's enclosed porch, all of these houses feature open, full length porches. (continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Upper Parsons Area, continued 


The oldest street within this area is the aforementioned Parsons Street or Pig Lane which was laid out at the behest of 
the Brighton Selectmen in June 1853. During the first half of the 19th century, the Parsons family was wealthy, 
politically powerful and civic-minded. Ebenezer Parsons donated the bell for a new Congregational Church at 
Brighton.Gorham Parsons of "Oakland Farms", was a well known early 19th century gentleman horticulturalist. 
George Parsons, the architect who developed much of Brooksdale Road around the turn-of -the-century was evidently 
a member of Brighton's Parsons family. 


The Clark Smith House at 88 Parsons Street (see photo, Fig.9 ) is oldest house on the street, as well as 
in the area. Built in the 1840s, this late Federal/Greek Revival house's original owner was Clark Smith who had been 
the gardener on the Parsons Estate, "Oakland Farms" which extended from Parsons Street to Oakland Street . Upon 
the death of Gorham Parsons in 1837, Smith purchased a part of the estate and for many years carried on an extensive 
fruit and vegetable business on the property, while also serving as Town Surveyor. By the 1890s, Clark Smith's heirs 
owned this property; Clark Smith, farmer is listed at 91 Parsons Street while Clark Smith, 2nd, woodworker 
occupied 83 Parsons Street. 91 Parsons Street was the address of this house until c. 1930. By 1909, Alvin Smith, 
milkman owned this house. By 1925, real estate agent Robert G. Smith owned but did not live in this house. By 1930 

@ins. Agnes Carmichael and Charles and William Murray resided in this house, Charles Murray worked as a 
-hauffeur. 


The evolution of the Upper Parsons area's street pattern represents a modified grid plan that grew by increments over a 
quarter of a century, subject as it was to the unsavory presence of the cattle yards and the unwillingness of land 
owners such as Ricker and Wilson and the Duncklees to sell off their land on the west side of Parsons Street for house 
lots and new streets. During the mid- 1870s, Parsons Street was still the only completed street between Oakland 
and Market streets with ten structures bordering this unpaved dirt road. Bennett Street , in 1875 extended only 
between Market and Parsons Street. By 1890 it had been extended 200 feet west of Parsons; Bennet Street's houses in 
1875 consisted of a handful of dwellings at the intersection of Bennet and Market Streets and by 1890, 18 houses 
lined this thoroughfare. Arlington Street , like Bennet Street in 1875, extended only between Market and Parsons 
Street and had but one dwelling on its entire length; by 1890, Arlington Street was lined with seven houses. Surrey 
Street did not exist in 1875 but by 1890, ten houses stood on this newly constructed street. 


The west side of Parsons Street , from Washington to Arlington streets was owned by Benjamin F. Ricker and 
George A. Wilson. The Wilson House was located on Washington Street, between Parsons and Foster Street. 
Benjamin Franklin Ricker lived in a large Italianate mansion which still stands at 10 Eagen Way in the Faneuil West 
area. Ricker and Wilson were business partners who were awarded the contract for teaming involved in the 
construction of the Chestnut Hill Reservoir. Ricker owned the largest stable in the city of Boston located on School 
Street. Wilson, who operated the Brighton Hotel was a major property owner and real estate promoter.To the north of 
Ricker and Wilson's tract were small, but still-ample house lots owned by E.H. Craig and the aforementioned Clark 
Smith. 


The Cattle Fair Hotel's land encompassed much of the southeast corner of this area from its construction in 1830 until 
its subdivision into house lots and streets in 1884. Initially designed by Zachariah B. Porter, it was enlarged in 1852 
by Boston architect William Washburn. This large, cupola-topped Italianate Hotel's amenities, including luxurious 
nce and banquet halls . To the rear stood the cattle pens and auction platform of the Brighton Cattle Market. In 1884, 
.A. Mason and Son, Cambridgeport, MA, surveyors devised a "Plan of Valuable House Lots for Sale on the Cattle 
Fair Hotel Grounds". The Mason plan (Suffolk County Deeds, Vol. 1964, End Page) shows the hotel at the northwest 
comer of Market and Washington streets along with 41 houses lots and proposed streets, including Surrey Street, east 


af Parcanc and I eicecter Street hetwreen Wachinotan and Rennett ctreete (eantinnied) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Upper Parsons Area, continued 


Paving the way for this sale and subdivision was the removal of the Brighton Stockyards from the rear of the hotel to a 
site on North Beacon Street in North Brighton, a location convenient both to the recently constructed Brighton Abutter 
and to the Brighton Depot. The advent of the Upper Parsons area as a residential neighborhood was inextricably 
bound to the decline of the local slaughtering industry. By the 1870s, the introduction of refrigerated rail road cars 
meant that long distance meat shipment became possible. This effectively undercut the local industry, although cattle 
slaughtering continued at the Brighton Abutter until as late as 1957. 


In 1875, there were only 12 buildings within the Upper Parsons area.By 1890, the number had increased to 42, and 
by 1899, it had risen to 100. Approximately 50 more structures were built in this area during the 20th century, 
meaning two-thirds of the area's total development occurred between 1875 and 1899.By the early 1890s, Upper 
Parsons, like Aberdeen , was the scene of considerable house construction activity. The removal of the cattle yards 
behind the Cattle Fair Hotel in 1881, along with the earlier concentration of the cattle rendering business at the Abutter, 
opened this area up to well- to- do families. 


Relatively early residences in the Upper Parsons area are located in the vicinity of the Arlington Street/ Parsons Street 
intersection. Located on the lower slopes of the hill that descends from Washington Street to Faneuil Street, these 

wellings were slightly removed from the Cattle Fair Hotel and adjacent stables and stockyard. The oldest house in 
this area aside from the Clark Smith House is the Chadbourne House at 73 Parsons Street.(see photo, Fig.7) 
Built c. 1870 for H. Chadbourne, this Italianate/Mansard cottage was owned by Michael Dumphey and his heirs from 
c. 1880 until the early 1910s. From c. 1915 until at least 1930, the family of Frank J. Christie, officer, Police Station 
2, Faneuil Hall Market owned this property. 71-73 Arlington (see photo, Fig.8 ) was built c.1876-1884 as a 
rental property on owned by the Duncklee family on the west side of Parsons Street. The first known owner is 
Benjamin Fiske who also owned 72 Parsons Street. By 1909, Annie M. Williams owned this double Italianate/Queen 
Anne house. From the 1910s to 1930s, John J. Collins, variously listed as foreman and engineer owned this property. 
In 1930, Collins is listed at 71 while 73 was rented by James Tierney, engineer. 


From the beginning, the owners of houses built during the first wave of intensive house construction in this area (c. 
1885-1893) were Irish. Undoubtedly, the proximity of this area to St. Columbkille's Roman Catholic Church was a 
major attraction for settlement in this area. In addition to doctors, lawyers and engineers, firemen and policemen seem 
to have been well represented in this neighborhood.Not surprisingly for a developing neighborhood, several early 
residents of this area were associated with the building trades. Among the first owners of the commodious Queen 
Anne residences built on the Cattle Fair Hotel lots were contractor, James A. Dooley who evidently built 29 
Leicester Street (see photo, Fig.10 )c.1885-1890. Dooley owned this house until the late 1920s. By 1930, 
Joseph A. Chambers, accountant is listed at this address. Across the street, the towered Queen Anne house at 26-28 
Leicester Street (see photo, Fig.11 ) was owned by Henry L. Wood (1890s-1910s) and Francis M. Kelley, 
clerk and Joseph J. Lynch, fireman, during the 1920s and 1930s.37 Leicester Street (see photo, Fig.12 ),a 
Queen Anne residence built on a lot carved from the old hotel tract, was originally owned by Phillip Mc Bryan, 
lieutenant at Police Station 14. During the 1910s. Fanny L. Gwynne is listed as this property's owner. During the 
1920s and 1930s, it was owned by Elizabeth F. and Henry J. Fitzpatrick, assistant manager, Mutual Life Insurance 
Co. 46 Leicester Street (see photo, Fig.13 ), built during the early 1890s on a lot owned by the Cattle Fair 
Hotel Corporation was owned by James Flaherty, engineer, Boston and Albany Railroad from the 1890s until at least 
he early 1930s. (continued) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Upper Parsons Area, continued 


52 Bennett Street is particularly noteworthy for the contrast between the wavy wooden shingles of the attic walls and 
the clapboards of the lower floors. 


Continuing southward up the hill towards Washington Street ,68 Surrey Street (see photo, Fig.20  ) isa 
rectangular, 2.5 story Queen Anne house noteworthy for its intact form, fabric and elements. Measuring two bays in 
width and four bays deep, this residence is enclosed by a gable roof. In typical Queen Anne fashion, the first floor is 
clad with wood shingles while the second floor and attic exhibit a skin of staggered butt shingles.The front door and 
square, one-story bay open on to a front porch which exhibits square Doric posts, slat work railings and a broad , 
pedimented gable. A secondary entrance is situated on the west wall, the second bay from the northwest corner. This 
entrance is sheltered by a shed roof with solid, curvilinear brackets. Above this side entrance is a stairhall window set 
lower on the wall than the other second floor windows. This window exhibits formal , Colonial Revival 
enframements, including a pediment. The main facade's gable strikes a Medieval Revival note, projecting slightly 
beyond the wall of the second floor. The attic's window is recessed beneath a bowed wall segment. Rising from the 
west roof slope is a narrow, steeply pitched, off-center gable. 


The east side of Foster Street, between Surrey and Washington streets is lined with mostly altered two-family 
@residences at 16 to 34 Foster Street. On the west side of the street is 9 Foster Street, see photo, Fig.21),a 
well-preserved Queen Anne single family house that was constructed for jeweler Hammon Hazlewood between 
1890-1896. Possessing an irregular form, it rises 2.5 stories from a high ledge stone basement to a gable roof with 
incised barge boards. Its three bay facade gable overlooks a small lawn while its four-bay south wall borders an 
unusually ample side yards. Projecting from the western segment of the north wall is a one-story ell measuring one 
bay in width, with a depth of two-bays. Still intact at the northeast corner of the house is an entrance porch with slat 
work railings, turned posts and a pediment containing wood shingles. In general, the first floor is clad with 
clapboards while the second floor and attic are sheathed with wood shingles representing a variety of shapes. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


a Community: Form No: | 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brighton, MA 


Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Upper Parsons Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Upper Parsons Area, continued 


The Cattle Fair Hotel tract extended to Parsons Street. In 1875, part of a long rectangular stable owned by the hotel 
occupied part of the site now occupied by the double Queen Anne house at 17-19 Parsons Street (see photo, 
Fig.2 ). By 1885, the stable had been demolished and this lot was vacant. William E. Cochlan, contractor, probably 
built this house c. 1895-1897. By 1916, insurance agent and cashier Arthur P. Fiske, resident of Framingham, owned 
but did not occupy this double house. By 1925, this house was again owned by the Cochlin family. By 1930, this 
house's residents included Mrs. Joanna De Lacy at 17 and William Clifford, carpenter, at 19 Parsons Street. 


25-27 Bennett Street (see photo, Fig.16 ) was built on alot that was located just to the north of the hotel lots. 
John Ready, Lieutenant at Fire Engine 6, 22 Leverett Street, Boston, owned this lot as early as 1875. This house was 

built by 1899 for the Ready family. By 1909 the heirs of John Ready owned this Queen Anne house, including Mary, 

widow of John Ready and John J. Ready, salesman. By 1930, Mrs. May A. Ready and Paul D. Everett, book keeper 
lived at 25 and 27 Bennett Street. 


Prosperous home owners settling in this area during the 1890s included Hammon Hazlewood, Washington Street, 
Boston jeweler. He lived at 9 Foster Street (see photo, Fig.21 ) by 1899. Hazlewood may have commuted to 
ee: downtown job via the electric streetcar; this mode of transportation was introduced to Brighton during the late 
880s and was a major contributing factor in the development of the Upper Parsons area. By the mid 1920s, William 
A. Kelly, salesman and manager at the Abbatoir lived at this address. 


Among the first , 1890s, home owners on Ricker and Wilson house lots on the west side of Parsons Street were Mary 
and John H. Lee at10 Parsons (see photo, Fig.1 ), CoraC. Pierce at 24 Parsons Street (see photo, 
Fig.3 ) and Kate M. Woods at 48 Parsons Street (see photo, Fig.4 ). John H. Lee, "reporter, music hall", 
owned 10 parsons Street from the 1890s until the mid-1920s. By 1930, meat market owner Thomas J. Kelley owned 


this property. 


Providing evidence of the affluence of some of this area's late 19th and early 20th century home owners is the 
Georgian Revival mansion at 30 Bennett Street. (see photo, Fig.14 ).Built in 1897 for the recently married Dr. 
Henry S. Rowen and Mary Ellen Horrigan Rowen, this was Dr. Rowen's residence and office until his death in May, 
1935. According to his Brighton Item obituary, Dr. Rowen was one: of the best known physicians in the Boston area. 
Born in Cambridge in 1869, he attended Cambridge High and Latin School and graduated from Harvard Medical 
School in 1892 he served at the Boston City Hospital and Boston Lying In Hospital until he came to Brighton in 
1894. Evidently Dr. Rowen saw promise for a successful practice in the developing Upper Parsons area . He was a 
member of the staff of St. Elizabeth's Hospital from the time of its opening and was also a staff member of several 
small private hospitals. He was a trustee of Boston City Hospital from 1916-1932. 


Further information is needed on the Kennedy family that had Frank W. Beall design 53 Parsons Street (see 
photo, Fig. 5 ) for them during the late 1890s; Mary A. Kennedy is listed as this Shingle Style show place's owner 
during the late 1890s and early 1900s. By 1916, retail liquor entrepreneur John L. Reardon owned this house; the 
Reardon family lived here until at least the early 1930s. 


urine Street was extended over Ricker and Wilson land ,as far as 58 Bennett Street, during the 1890s.Built 


uring the late 1890s, these modest Queen Anne houses numbered 50 to 58 Bennett Street (see photo, 
Fig.19 ) were occupied primarily by Irish families from the 1890s until the 1930s. (continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


Community: F No: 
ot HISTORICAL COMMISSION Aliston-BrightBe, MA 
Office of the Secretary, Boston é 


Property Name: Upper Parsons Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Upper Parsons’ Area, continued 


In 1899, residents of Bennett Street included the Mc Gee, Monahan, Gallagher, Canney and Woods families at 
50,52,54,56 and 58 Bennett Street, respectively. By 1930, 50 was occupied by James E. Sullivan, foreman, 52 was 
the residence of Edward L. Dwyer, conductor, Mrs. Catherine Coppinger and Mrs. Margaret O'Brien lived at 54 and 
John J. Cronin, clerk is listed at 56 Bennett Street. 


During the 1870s the Duncklee family made tentative efforts at subdivision of their extensive farm land. As late as 
1910, 956,746 square feet of land between Parsons and Oakland Street remained to be carved into streets and house 
lots. During the 1870s two houses and three stables were owned by the Duncklees. These structures were set back 
south of Faneuil Street , near Parsons Street. By 1885, George B. Livermore co-owned the Duncklee buildings and 
land. Arlington street ended at 86 Arlington Street (see photo, Fig.17) during the late 19th and early 20th 
century.From c. 1890 until at least the early 1930s, 86 Arlington Street was owned by the George and William Rose 
family. The Roses were clerks for an unspecified business. By 1909, William H. Rose, clerk lived here along with 
Jane E. Rose, widow of Charles Rose. By 1916, William lived in Watertown while Jane E. Rose is listed at this 
address. By 1930, George H. Rose, treasurer of Davies Rose and Co. Ltd. lived here. 


Between 1910-1915, the Duncklee/Livermore lands were opened for suburban tract house construction; Arlington 
@ street was set out to Faneuil Street. Representative of tract housing built on the south side of Arlington Street is 122 
Arlington Street (see photo, Fig.18 ). Combining characteristics of the Craftsman and Colonial Revival styles, 
this house was originally owned by W. Stanley Tripp, one of the most prolific and seemingly successful 
Allston-Brighton developers during the World War I era. Tripp specialized in purchasing and developing large estates 
for apartments and suburban tract houses in areas such as Harvard Avenue and the former Faneuil estate at Faneuil and 
Dunboy streets.By 1925, 122 Arlington Street was owned by Amos Lucy, chauffeur. 


Parsons Street was almost completely built up with residences by 1916. A late addition to this thoroughfare's 
housing stock is the group of clipped gable, Craftsman/Colonial Revival houses at 59,61 and 63 Parsons Street 
(see photo, Fig.6 ).Built on Duncklee-owned land c. 1910-1915, 1916 owners of this trio in 1916 included John 
and Mary Sterbi, painter, Delia Doherty at 61 and Martha M. G. Kennedy owned but did not occupy 63 Parsons 
Street. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Upper Parsons Area 
Allston/Brighton, Boston, Massachusetts 


22 to 162 (even) Arlington Street 
41 to 153 (odd) Arlington Street 
6 to 122 (even) Bennett Street 

7 to 127 (odd) Bennett Street 

1 to 39 (odd) Foster Street 

4 to 34 (even) Foster Street 

4 to 76 (even) Leister Street 

5 to 75 (odd) Leister Street 

8 to 88 (even) Parsons Street 

9 to 93 (odd) Parsons Street 

64 to 80 (even) South Hobart Street 
11 to 95 (odd) Surrey Street 

12 to 78 (even) Surrey Street 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor's Sheets 


USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 


Massachusetts Historical Commission Nees aaa | | 
80 Boylston Street 


7 en Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll a 


Bach Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 


Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area St. Columbkille's 


Ecclesiastical 


Present Use ' 


educational 


Construction Dates or Period 1870s to 1940s. 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Very intact 


Acreage Ape. 4 7IC BES 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization _ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) March, 1996 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


@, Community: Form No: 
ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Alistbh-Briahton the MEA 


Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Upper Foster 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Upper Foster Area, continued 


The boxy, redbrick, two story hip-roofed houses at 22, 26 and 30 Radnor Road (see photo, Fig. 6) bear 
striking similarities to the houses of the Hatherly-Portina development. Representing restrained rendition of the 
Georgian Revival style, these houses were built in 1939 by Watertown contractor James Livoli from plans provided 
by Boston architect John J. Mahoney. 


The stucco-parged Colonial Revival residence at 30 Kirkwood Road (see photo, Fig.7 ) was built in 1925. 
Built and designed by J. Scott Mc Learn of Ashford Street, Allston, this house's original owner was the Puritan 
Realty Company. Possessing an irregular form, this house is enclosed by broad, intersecting gables. Projecting from 
the southwest corner of its two-bay main facade is a small Tuscan columned entrance porch. Its four -bay side walls 
exhibit broad, overhanging, pedimented gables. 


44-46 Kirkwood (see photo, Fig.8 ) possesses a T-shaped form, this 2.5 story house is enclosed by an 
intersecting gable roof. Projecting from the center of the the 5-bay main facade is a three bay by one bay component 
noteworthy for its extensive, half-timbered wall surfaces. A small and narrow enclosed entrance porch which 
measures a single bay in width and depth extends from the center of the half-timbered component. The main block's 
side walls are two bays deep with the rear ell extending an additional three bays. 


Presiding over the bend in Kirkwood Road, at its intersection with Radnor Road, 58 Kirkwood Road (see 
photo, Fig.9 ) rises to a height of 3.5 -stories.Rectangular in form, this brick structure is enclosed by a broad 
clipped gable roof covered with red terra cotta. Stylistically, this house seamlessly blends characteristics of the 
Tapestry Brick, Georgian and Colonial Revival stands. Measuring four-bays wide its side walls are four bays deep. 
A steep flight of brick stairs with high, solid and shouldered brick railings leads to the small entrance Tuscan 
columned entrance porch. 


The 37 house of the Greycliffe and Gerald Roads development were built between the mid -1920s and early 
-1940s. Representing the Georgian, Spanish Colonial Revival and Craftsman styles, many of these single family 
residences were constructed and designed by Henry J. Fitzgerald, the principal developer of this area. Varied in terms 
of form, massing, materials and elements, these houses are constructed of wood and brick .Noteworthy examples of 
c. 1930 Henry J. Fitzgerald designed housing in this development include the charming Colonial Revival residences at 
48 Greycliffe Road (see photo, Fig.10 ) and the twin- gabled 52 Greycliffe Road (see photos, 
Fig.11) . The boxy, 2-bay double pile rectangular form house at 48 Greycliffe Road is enclosed by a steeply 
pitched roof . Clad. with wood shingles, a small enclosed and pedimented entrance porch projects from the eastern 
section of the main elevation. 52 Greycliffe Road is a rectangular , 2.5 story wood shingle clad residence with a main 
facade distinguished by a pair of broad and flared gables. This four-bay, double pile house exhibits a shallow center 
entrance with Tuscan columns supporting a a gable roof with return eaves. 


Striking decidedly Spanish Mission and Craftsman style notes is the stucco parged residence at 37 Gerald Road 

(see photo, Fig.12).Built between 1925-1935, this house is characterized by an irregular form and distinctive 

massing. Enclosed by an intersecting hip roof, its main facade is treated as a succession of three structural 

components. The main entrance is located on the main facade of the western most structural component and recessed 
within an enclosed porch with broad pointed arches on three sides containing infill window treatments. 


y 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 
a. architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 


e St. Columbekille's area represents a cluster of ecclesiastical institutional buildings at the Arlington, Market and 
Sparhawk streets intersection.Constructed between the 1870s and 1930s, this complex includes St. Columbkille's 
Roman Catholic Church, at the northwest corner of Market and Arlington streets (1872 to 1880), a fine example of 
the High Victorian Gothic style (with a later tower); the handsome Georgian Revival St. Columbkille's 
Parochial School behind the church at 25 Arlington Street; the former Parish Hall or ''Institute'’, a 
Tudoresque building at 335 Market Street, southwest corner of Market and Arlington streets, built between 1917 - 
1919; the yellow brick Georgian Revival convent at 330 Market Street built in 1923 to 1924 and the new rectory, 
the last of this complex's buildings, completed in 1938. The tower of St. Columbkille's is a major land mark in the 
area just to the north of Brighton Center. 


St. Columbkille's Roman Catholic Church (see photo, Fig.1 ) is characterized by a Latin Cross plan, 
measuring 145 feet in length, 70 feet in width and rising to a height of 130 feet, exclusive of the tower. Designed by 
Mr. O'Connor in the High Victorian Gothic style, this church is built of granite trimmed with yellow sandstone.The 
tower was designed during the 1890s by Franz Joseph Untersee and represents a later addition and its style has been 
variously called "Italian " and "Byzantine". Originally, this tower was capped by a modified onion dome which did 
suggest Byzantine influence; the dome was removed in 1968 due to the unstable condition of its structure. The main 
facade features a steeply pitched street-facing gable which is pierced by a large rose window.(continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 

St. Columbkille's Church was the first Roman Catholic Church in Allston-Brighton. The successful completion of the 
first St. Columbkille's Church in 1855 on Bennett street, near Market Street represented a triumph over intolerant times 
when anti -Catholic feeling manifested itself both nationally and locally in the Know-Nothing Political Party. Irish 
Satholic immigrants began to settle in Brighton during the 1840s and 1850s. Leaving behind a native land wracked by 
Biiato rot and poverty, some of these Irish newcomers set up housekeeping in North Brighton, the south side of 
Brighton Center and Union Square.The number of Irish Catholics residing in Brighton rose from 5 percent of the 
population in 1845 to 35 percent in 1855.Largely under thirty, unmarried and unskilled, these Irishmen were attracted 
to Brighton's job opportunities offered by the cattle market, slaughterhouses, nurseries and many small scale industries. 
Unskilled laborers were needed to build new streets, sewerage, lighting, transit systems and structures of all types. 


Irish immigration led, in time, to the establishment of Brighton's first Catholic Church, St. Columbkille's. Prior to 
1850, the Irish attended Father Flood's church in Watertown or other Catholic Churches in Cambridge and Brookline. 
Between 1845 and 1855, Mass was often celebrated in private homes, with the first Mass in Brighton taking place in 
the mid 1840s at the home of Thomas Corcoran on Eastburn Street at Brighton Center. In 1853 a lot at the northwest 
corner of Bennet and Market Streets was purchased for the construction of the first St. Columbkille's Roman Catholic 
Church. St. Columbkille's, with a seating capacity of 675, opened for services in 1855 with Father Joseph Finotti, an 
Italian and noted scholar in charge. William Marchione in The Bull and the Garden_notes that " the term "kille", which 
means church or monastery in Gaelic, had been attached to the saint's name in his lifetime in recognition of his 
eagerness to establish monasteries." 


Brighton,for nearly twenty years a mission of St. Mary's Brookline, became a separate parish on July 1,1871, under 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Maps/Atlases:1830,1852,1866,1875,1885,1897,1909,1916 and 1925 

Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 

Boston Landmarks Commission, Allston-Brighton Preservation Survey, 1978 

Centennial Commission, "100th Anniversary, 1871 to 1971, St.Columbkille's Church, Brighton, Massachusetts" 


Lord , Robert H., et al History of the Archdiocese of Boston, Volume III, 1866-1943 
Marchione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1986 


Vinship, J.P. C., Historical Brighton, I, IL 
Brighton Item, July 20,1901, p.1, col.4-"New School Building at Arlington and Leicester Streets" 


Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


@. Community: Form No: 
SSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston, Brighton 


Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: St. Columbkille's Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, St. Columbkille's, continued 


On the north side of the church is St. Columbkille's Rectory at 331 Market Street (see photo, Fig.2  ) 
which was built during the late 1930s. Enclosed by a hip roof, this rectangular tan brick structure exhibits a three story 
main facade. The rear wall is a full floor below the grade of Market Street. This 5-bay double pile structure's main 
entrance opens on to an arched loggia. Projecting from the southern segment of the main facade 1s a gable roofed ell 
measuring a single bay in width and depth. The main facade's window bays culminate in small, hip roofed wall 
dormers. 


Constructed between 1914-1921 the Gothic Revival St. Columbekille's Convent (see photo, Fig.3 ) is an 
L-shaped, tan brick, cast stone trimmed structure that rises to a height of 4.5 stories. This building measures 10-bays 
along Market Street and 6-bays on its Sparhawk Street elevation.Enclosed by intersecting gable roofs, its main 
facade's roof line is interrupted by the broad gable of the three bay entrance bay located on the southern section of this 
elevation. 


To the rear of the convent is a rectangular, 2.5-story at 31 Sparhawk Street (see photo, Fig.4 _) structure 
said to represent an early 19th century Sparhawk house encased in tan brick. This five-bay, double pile , gable roofed 
building was purchased by the archdiocese to serve as a health center for the community. 


The Institute or St. Columbkille's Parish Hall at 335 Market Street (see photo, Fig.5 ) was completed 
during the 1920s to serve as a Roman Catholic education center and reception facility. This rectangular red brick, cast 
stone structure rises three stories from a low basement to a flat roof. Measuring 5-bays in width, this structure is 
7-bays deep. Blending elements of the Gothic Revival and Tudor Revival styles, its main facade's center entrance is 
recessed within a cast stone trimmed pointed arch. In general, widows contain original 1/1 wood sash topped by 
three-pane transoms. In general, the widows of the first and second floors exhibit brick and cast stone label lintels. 
The tripartite third floor windows are recessed into the wall and are interspersed with brick piers. 


St. Columbkille's Roman Catholic School (see photo, Fig.6 ) at 25 Arlington Street was built in 
1901 from plans provided by Franz Joseph Untersee. Constructed of red brick trimmed with granite, the original 
building is T-shaped with a later, rectangular rear addition. The handsome Georgian Revival main facade rises to a 
height of three stories. The 12-bay main facade is divided into a center 6-bay segment flanked by shallow, projecting 
pavilions. The main block's side walls are three-bays deep. The edges of this building are accented with brick quoins. 
The main entrances are recessed within round arches and flank four windows. The first floor's walls are characterized 
by rusticated brick work. The windows of the upper floors feature splaid lintels accented with key and corner stones. 
Enclosed by intersecting gables, a distinctive cupola flanked by brick, gable roofed dormers rises from the center of 
the roof. The cupola exhibits an octagonal base pierced by louvered openings and a domical roof cap. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Be cnussrrs HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton 
| Property Name: St. Columbkille's | 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 





Historical Narrative, St. Columbkille's Area, continued 


Rev. Patrick J. Rogers. It was Rev. Rogers who purchased the Stanwood estate , between Foster and Lake Streets 
with the intention of establishing a Catholic Cemetery ; this substantial tract would later become the campus of St. 
John's Seminary. By 1871, the Catholic population of Brighton was large enough to support the construction of the 
present St. Columbkille's Church. The little wooden church on Bennet Street was rapidly becoming hopelessly 
inadequate for Brighton's growing Catholic population. The day was not too far distant that Brighton would be 
dubbed "little Rome" because of the large number of Catholic institutions within the community's borders.Built with 
the blessing of Archbishop John Williams over a period of eight years, St. Columbkille's or St. Columba’s as it was 
called during its early history is the largest church in Brighton. The site on the northwest corner of Market and 
Arlington Street was purchased April 1, 1872; the cornerstone of the new church was blessed September 22nd of the 
same year; the basement was first occupied for services April 25, 1875. The upper church , due to financial difficulties 
was not completed or dedicated until July 4, 1880. Ultimately, a congregation of only 2,000 persons erected an 
architecturally distinguished house of worship at a cost of $80,000.00. 


Under the pastorate of Father Anthony J. Rossi (1885-1907),the second priest of the "new" St. Columbkille's, the 
number of Catholics swelled very rapidly. Father Rossi was a native of the Swiss Canton of Ticino , a close friend of 
Archbishop Williams and initiated the campaign to build St. Anthony of Padua Roman Catholic Church on Holton 

treet for his North Brighton Parishioners in 1894. During the 1890s, under Father Rossi's leadership,St. 
Columbekille's church tower, variously described as "Byzantine " and "Italian" was built and in 1900, a bell 
manufactured by Meneely Brothers of Troy, New York. Father Rossi also purchased land in the Allston Heights 
section for Mount St. Joseph Academy into which the Sisters of St. Joseph moved in 1890. 


The interior of St. Columbekille's has been renovated several times in its history. During the early 1910s, Father 
Tracy had the "high wedding cake" type alter, topped with its statue of the Sacred Heart, reduced in size to 
accommodate the "Last Judgment" mural on the back wall of the sanctuary. almost 40 years later, this mural was 
replaced by the present reredos which was added during the 1950s. 


Perhaps the high point of his years at the helm of St. Columbekille's was the construction of St.  Columbekille's 
Parochial School (see photo, Fig.6 ) which began in August , 1900 and was opened for classes on September 
11, 1901.This school was designed in the Georgian Revival style by Franz Joseph Untersee, architect of the towers of 
the Mission Church at Mission Hill, Roxbury (1910) , the Chester Block (1880) in the Harvard Avenue area and St. 
Anthony of Padua Church (1894) in Allston. The Brighton Item, in July, 1901 noted that this school was noteworthy 
for "its truly meritorious design" . The article mentioned that the new school 's first floor had seven large class rooms 
besides the usual broad corridors. Three class rooms are arranged at the front of the building." This school's 
auditorium was named Verdi Hall by Father Rossi in honor of the Italian composer and has a seating capacity 

of 500.At the far end of the hall is a stage 20 feet deep and 30 feet long. The ceiling in the Brighton Item article is 
described as "very ornate .It consists of four squares of floral bas reliefs." The instructors for the school were from 
the order of St. Josephs. During the early 1930s, a fourteen-room addition was added to the school . In 1932, it was 
reopened as a High School which accepted boys for the first time.During the early 1950s, Father Daly- by then 
Monsignor Daly - added twelve new classrooms, a library, cafeteria, and other function rooms to the School 


On February 26, 1907, Father Rossi died after twenty-two years of service to St. Columbekille's. The Boston Globe 
emorialized Father Rossi as a clergyman "who for many years had been one of the most powerful forces for public 
good in that part of the city." 


8 


Following the death of Father Rossi, Father Joseph V. Tracy, who had been pastor of St. Anthony of Padua Church 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 





@ A SSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA 


Property Name: St. Columbkille's Area 








Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, St. Columbkille's Area, continued 


It was during Father Tracy's 40-year pastorate (1907-1947) that the building campaign at St. Columbkille's was 
completed.During the early years of his pastorate, Father Tracy renovated the interior of the church and it was at this 
time that the high "wedding cake" type alter, topped with its statue of the sacred heart, was reduced in size to make 
way for the famous "Last Judgment” mural which was painted on the back wall of the sanctuary. 


On October 9, 1912, Father Tracey purchased property on the northeast corner of Market and Sparhawk Streets for 
St. Columbkille's Convent at 330 Market Street.(see Photo, Fig. 3). Built to provide housing for the 
Sisters of St. Joseph , work on the convent did not commence until 1923. Dedicated in October, 1924, the new 
yellow brick, Georgian Revival convent was built with a rear annex that has an interesting history. The 2.5 story 
annex is actually an old , early 19th century Sparhawk house which was moved back to its present position at 31 
Sparhawk Street (see photo, Fig.4 ) and encased in brick materials. The annex was originally utilized as a 
Parish Health Center with quarters on the top floor for the Parish Nurse. 


In October, 1915, Cardinal O'Connell granted Father Tracy permission to purchase land at the southwestern corner of 
Market and Arlington streets for an "Institute" or Parish Center for gatherings of parishioners. Plans for St. 
Columbkille's Institute at 335 Market Street (see photo, Fig.5 ) were drawn -up in June, 1916 by Franz 
oseph Untersee, architect of the church's tower and , in all probability, the convent. Although construction began on 
this Tudoresque building in March, 1917, World War I and the influenza epidemic delayed the work (factors that 
probably account for the reason it took a decade to build the convent). The Institute, with Cardinal O'Connell 
officiating, was open on March 21, 1920.In 1953, during the pastorate of Father William J. Daly, the upper floors of 
the Institute were converted into classrooms, and in 1955, another story was added to provide three more classrooms. 


Capping nearly seventy years of construction at St. Columbkille's was the completion of the new Rectory at 321 
Market Street (see photo, Fig.2 ) in November, 1938. The old, cupola-topped Italianate/Mansard Rectory 
which had been built during the 1870s by Father Patrick J. Rogers and was moved forward on St. Columbkille's lot 
to accommodate the construction of the new Rectory. 


On September 30, 1946, Father William J. Daly became pastor of St. Columbkille's because of the failing health of 
Father Tracy. Father Tracy, "The Pastor of Charity" died on February 12, 1947. Father Daly, with a background in 
parochial school education, devoted much of his pastorate to improving the quality of Catholic education at St. 
Columbkille's Church , greatly expanding its facilities to accommodate the children of the "baby boom" 
generation.Father Daly , a native of St. Columbkille's and a graduate of its grammar school died in 1965. 


Father Daly was succeeded by Monsignor Matthew P. Stapleton , Rector of the nearby St. John's Seminary. St. 
Columbkille's continues to play a major role in the spiritual and social life of the community. 


x 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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St. Colombkille's Area 


Allston/Brighton, Boston, Massachusetts 


25 (incl) Arlington Street 
321 (incl) Market Street 
329 (incl) Market Street 
330 (incl) Market Street. 
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National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


ica 
Check all that apply: 


0 Individually eligible Eligible only in a historic district 
O Contributing to a potential historic district 1 Potential historic district 


Crteras KA O BB HMC OD 
Criteria Considerations: Td A EI=B Cee Ly are roe heer | a 


Statement of Significance by Edward Ww. Gordoy 
> The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


St. Columbkille’s Area 


Qualifies as architecturally and historically significant node of ecclesiastical buildings just to the 
north of Brighton Center. Founded in 1855, St. Columbkille’s Church at 321 Market 
Street is the oldest and largest Roman Catholic Church in Allston-Brighton. Built between 1871 
and 1880, this church was designed by “Mr. O’Connor’. Constructed of granite trimmed with 
yellow sandstone, the church is a fine example of the Victorian Gothic Style. Its tower was added 
later, losing its Byzantine Revival dome in 1968. St. Columbkille’s has significant historical 
associations with Allston-Brighton’s mid 19th century Irish community. Irish immigrants began 
settling at Brighton Center, union Square and other sections of the town as early as the 
1840s.Located behind the church, to the west, is the red brick, Georgian Revival St. 
Columbkille’s School at 25 Arlington Street, built in 1900-1901 from designs by Franz 
Joseph Untersee,perhaps best known as the architect of the Mission Church’s towers in Roxbury. 
Another St. Columbkille’s building designed by Franz Joseph Untersse is the former Parish 
Hall or “Institute” which was conceived by Mr. Untersee as early as 1916 but not completed 

‘y after World War I, in 1919.The Institute was the home of the Brighton Ladies’ Charitable Union, 
an organization that performed good works on behalf of the community’s less fortunate, including 
sponsorship of the Visiting Nurse Service in Allston-Brighton. This complex also encompasses the 
Sisters of St. Joseph Convent at 320 Market Street, built in 1923-1924 and the Rectory 

which was completed in 1938, next door to St. Columbkille’s Church, to the north.This area meets 

» criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor’s Sheets 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 
&% Boylston Street 
(@ ton, Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 
(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 
Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 

_ side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll =r S ) 


> 


® Map 


Draw a map of the area indicating properties. within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 
Town Boston, Massachusetts 


NT 


Place(neighborhood or village) ___Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area _ Brighton Cntr Commercial 


Present Use__commercial,residential 


Construction Dates or Period 18th c-1930 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Town Hall , St. 
Margaret's Church. Holton Library, demolished 


Acreage Apo. \Z aicneS E Hees 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization Boston Landmarks Comm.. 


Date (month/year) April, 1996 


(see attached mop ) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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“AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 
er architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 


e Brighton Center Commercial Area represents the linear commercial development of mid 19th -to- mid- 20th 
century structures lining Washington Street, between Foster and Winship Streets. Despite the loss of historic structures 
such as St. Margaret's Episcopal Church and alterations and modernizations to historic fabric, enough remains to trace 
the evolution of this area from the mid-19th century when Brighton Center was New England's most important cattle 
market to its present status as a still-vital business district serving long time Irish and Italian residents as well as 
students and recent immigrants from Ireland, South America and Southeast Asia. 


The buildings of this area represent 200 years of commercial and residential architectural development. Any 
consideration of the Brighton Center Commercial area should begin with the following observations: the south side of 
Washington Street, between Foster and Market Streets is more intact than that of the north side; additionally, the south 
side provides the greatest evidence of this area's architectural historical evolution over time in terms of form, style and 
materials .The north side, on the other hand, is dominated by long, low one story concrete commercial blocks from the 
1910s and 1920s. Scattered about the area are wooden structures constructed between the late 18th and late 19th 
centuries. Major focal point of this area,by virtue of their height, siting, massing and design, are the steeple-topped 
Brighton Evangelical Congregational Church at 404 Washington Street and the towered, 4-story 
Washington/ Imperial Building at 363-365 Washington Street and 426 Market Street. (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
The fection Center Commercial Area is one of the most historically significant areas within Allston-Brighton. The 
northeast corner of the historic Washington and Market Street cross roads became the focus of the community's 
educational and religious life as early as the second quarter of the eighteenth century with the establishment of the first 

hool in 1722 and the first meetinghouse in 1744. Brighton Center's status as a community center was reinforced by 
®@. establishment of the Old Burial Ground on Market Street in 1764. Between c.1790 and 1820, Brighton Center's 
fortune's were on the rise, becoming the seat of town government for the new town of Brighton in 1807 and a major 
agricultural center with the establishment of the fair grounds of the Massachusetts Society for the Promoting of 
Agriculture in 1818. During this period, Brighton Center became the home of literary figures such as the Reverend 
John Foster and his wife, novelist Hannah Foster, and Unitarian theologian and peace activist Reverend Dr. Noah 
Worcester. The hay day of the Cattle Market and related hotel industry occurred during the period 1820-1870. The 
concentration of cattle slaughtering and the cattle yards at the Brighton Abbatoir in North Brighton during the 1870s 
and early '80s resulted in the loss of the cattlemen's business at Brighton Center . Nevertheless, the center flourished 
as a local commercial center and during the first quarter of the 20th century a new wave of commercial blocks were 
constructed to accommodate the burgeoning automobile trade.During the 1910s and 1920s, the Yankee dominance of 
this area was surpassed by Italian residents and store owners. 


Little Cambridge, later Brighton remained a sparsely settled agricultural community during the 17th and 18th centuries. 
Its population rose only slightly from 125 to 350, between 1690 and 1790. With the withdrawal of Newton from 
Cambridge in 1688, Little Cambridge became the only part of Cambridge south of the Charles River.(continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Maps/Atlases: 1830,1852,1866,1875,1885,1897,1909,1916 and 1925 
Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 
Boston Landmarks Commission, Allston-Brighton Preservation Survey, 1978 
Kenneally, Katie, project writer, Hegarty, Kathleen B. and Ottenbacher, Meredith O., editors, Brighton, Boston 200_ 
Neighborhood History Series, 1975 
archione, William P., The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1986 

farchione, William P., "Allston -Brighton in the 1830s", The Allston-Brighton Journal, October 1, 1987 
Marchione, William P., Uncommon Suburbs: Suburbanization At The Western Edge of Boston, 1820-1873,1994 
Winshin. I.P. C.. Historical Rrishton. T. TT. 


Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


@yassacHusETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 






| Community: | Form No: | 
Allston-Brighton, MA | 


| Property Name: Brighton Center 
Commercial Area 






Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Brighton Center Commercial Area, continued 


Situated on an oval landscaped island at the eastern entrance to the Brighton Center Commercial Area, the 
Georgian Revival Brighton Police Station at 301Washington Street (see photo, Fig.1 ) is an 
architecturally significant municipal building designed by Boston City Architect Edmund March Wheelwright between 
1891 and 1895. Over time, the original 2-story, U-shaped, yellow brick structure has acquired L-shaped and 
rectangular masonry additions to its rear and west facades. The police station's main block measures seven bays in 
width and six bays in depth. Rising from a granite block foundation to a flat roof with deep. molded metal eaves, its 
main facade features a formal, center entrance pavilion exhibiting. An open, Ionic columned entrance porch accessed 
via a broad flight of concrete steps, projects from the center pavilion. The porch's columns support a molded, cornice 
headed entablature which is surmounted by a balustrated composed of urn-topped plinths and balusters turned in the 
Georgian Revival manner. Opening on to the pavilions second floor porch is a Palladian window with molded terra 
cotta surrounds. The edges of this building are accented with brick Doric pilasters. In general, windows exhibit 
splaid, granite key stone lintels and 1/1 replacement sash; originally these windows contained 9/2 wood sash. 
Particularly noteworthy are the police stations cornice treatments consisting of circular plaques bordered by a lower 
course of molded terra cotta and a dentil course; the deep eaves are accented by closely spaced brackets. 


The 1892 Nagle Building at 300 -310 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.2 )is noteworthy for the 

xuberant Queen Anne surface treatments of its main facade. Constructed of red brick, the Nagle Building is a 
4-story, U-shaped building with a narrow rear court yard. Its main facade is 8-bays wide while its side walls are 
5-bays deep. A molded metal cornice headed entablature is located above the store fronts of the first floor. The upper 
floors are enlivened by a pair of three- story oriels at the center of the main facade. A single oriel is located at the 
western end of this facade while a towered oriel enclosed by a conical roof cap projects from its northeast corner. 
Composed of copper, these oriels feature apron panels and vertical guilloche panels between the windows. Windows 
generally exhibit simple brownstone bar sills and lintels. The corners of the building are accented by brownstone 
quoins. Particularly noteworthy is the terra cotta ornament and corbelling of its cornice. Rising above the roof line at 
the center of the cornice is a rectangular ornamental panel containing brick and brownstone billet work and a plaque 
which reads "18 NAGLE 92". 


The Greenleaf Block at 311-313 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.3 ) is a two-story Tapestry Brick 
commercial block . Possessing a rectangular form, it is enclosed by.a flat roof. Access to the professional offices of 
the second floor is gained via the entrance to the right of three store fronts. This entrance is flanked by black marble 
panels and surmounted by soldier bricks. Each of the second floor 's three bays contain three windows. Culminating 
in a low, stepped parapet, long and narrow black marble panels appear above each of the second floor's bays. 


328 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.4 ) is ac.1890s Queen Anne / Georgian Revival 
commercial/residential building which is constructed of orange brick. Rising to a height of three stories, it possesses a 
rectangular form and is enclosed by a flat roof. The second and third floors of the main facade exhibit a two-story 
copper oriel and a single window containing 1/1 wood sash ; these windows exhibit simple brownstone bar sills and 
lintels. Enlivening the roof line is an ornate copper cheneau. 


The Warren Building at 329-343 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.5 ) is a boxy, three-story Panel 
Brick/ Queen Anne building that was built in 1879 to contain stores, offices and a public meeting hall. Measuring 

ein in width with a depth of four bays, it is constructed of red brick with blackened brick and sand stone 
rimmings. Built by Lord and Wentworth, masons, from designs provided by John E. Cahill, it is formally finished 
on three sides and is enclosed by a flat roof. Its main and side facades are divided into bays by brickwork piers. The 
center entrance is set within a key stone arch composed of sandstone. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


! Community: | 
@MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION | Allston-Brighton, MA | 


Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Brighton Center 
Commercial Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Brighton Center Commercial Area, continued 


Three store fronts exhibiting modern store front treatments are located on either side of the entrance. The windows of 
the second floor are surmounted by sand stone trimmed segmental headed arches while those of the second floor 
culminate in semi-circular arches with prominent key stones. Above the third floor windows is a corbeled cornice. 


338 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.6 ) isa wooden, L-shaped Greek Revival structure which is said to 
contain a structure built during the 1790s as the First Parish Church Parsonage. It currently has the appearance of ac. 
1840s Greek Revival residence adapted for commercial purposes.Enclosed by an intersecting gable roof, a three- bay 
gable projects from the southern end of the west wall. Standing with its 2-bay, pedimented gable wall facing 
Washington Street , 7-bays border Academy Hill Road. Exhibiting a modern commercial storefront which projects 
beyond the plane of the wall, two polygonal oriels rest on the roof of the storefront. In general, windows are fully 
enframed and contain 1/1 replacement sash. The main facade's attic window exhibits 8/1 wood sash. 


6 Academy Hill Road (see photo, Fig.7 ) is a wooden, T-shaped Greek Revival residence with a rectangular 
main block and two rear ells. Obscuring the main facade is a two-story, c. 1920s orange brick commercial addition 
which measures three bays in width and is three bays deep. The main block stands with its end wall gable facing north 
and south and is covered with wood shingles. 


Apparently, 15 Academy Hill Road (see photo, Fig.8 ) is ac. mid -19th century wooden rectangular 2.5 
-story structure which may have been built as a stable. Still in evidence are the pedimented attics of its narrow, 
three-bay side walls. Covered with vinyl siding , its original fenestration has been altered. 


Constructed between 1910-1915, 10-16 Chestnut Hill Avenue (see photo, Fig.9 ) is a yellow brick, 
Georgian Revival apartment house possessing an E-shaped form composed of interlocking L-shaped components. 
This three-story structure's 12-bay main facade features flat, 2-bay entrances at either end and a 4-bay entrance 
facade at the center flanked by paired bow fronts. The paired center entrances as well as those at either end exhibit cast 
stone surrounds composed of Doric pilasters and molded entablatures. Still intact are the original front doors with their 
large oval panes and rectangular transoms.These entablatures interrupt the continuous lintel courses of the first floor 
windows. Rectangular, recessed panels appear beneath the second and third floor windows of the bow fronts. The 
second floor windows exhibit cast stone, key stone lintels while those of the third floor are surmounted by simple 
rectangular bars. This building's sinuous surfaces culminate in a shallow corbeled cornice. 


Returning to Washington Street, the two-story commercial building at 345 Washington Street (see photo, 
Fig.10 ) blends elements of the Tudor and Georgian revival styles. Enclosed by a flat roof,this rectangular 
structure's main facade is divided into five bays by six quoin-edged piers which are carried through the low parapet 
and capped with cast stone. The center entrance exhibits handsome cast stone surrounds composed of pilasters and a 
cornice headed entablature. The entrance bay culminates in a molded, cast stone, segmental arched parapet. The large 
display windows of the first and second floor exhibit modern metal enframents.Above the second floor windows are 
long and narrow recessed panels flanking small square panels exhibiting diamond shaped cast stone plaques. 


256-360 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.11) was built c. 1820 as Agricultural Hall and originally 
stood on Agricultural Hill, occupying the Winship School lot at 54 Dighton Street. This structure's present appearance 
Sey dates to the mid-1840s, after it was moved to this corner lot. Possessing a boxy, rectangular form with a 
idth of three bays and a depth of four bays. Covered with wood shingles and enclosed by a gable roof, its 
Washington Street facade exhibits a wide fascia board beneath the pedimented attic. In general, windows contain 1/1 
and 2/1 replacement sash while the windows of the attic retain original 6/6 wood sash. (continued) 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


YF Community: | Form No: | 
B{ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brighton, MA 


Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Brighton Center 
Commercial Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Brighton Center Commercial Area, continued 


362-364 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.12 ) may represent the remnants of a High Victorian Gothic 
commercial block of the 1870s. Currently, it has the appearance of ac. 1920s Georgian Revival commercial and 
residential building.Characterized by a rectangular form with its curved corner addressing the Washington and Market 
Street intersection, this three story building is constructed of dark red brick. Brick piers separate the storefronts of this 
building's 4-bay Washington Street and 6-bay Chestnut Hill Avenue facades. At the center of the Washington Street 
facade is a tall arched entrance which contains a modern door and brick infill. The wedge-shaped lintels of the upper 
floor exhibit gauged brick and prominent key stones. 


The Washington Building and Imperial Hotel at 363-365 Washington Street and 430 Market Street 
(see photo, Fig.13 ) forma single L-shaped building. Since the First Parrish Church of Brighton was built at the 
northeast corner of Washington and Market streets in 1722, a major landmark has been located on this lot. Built c. 
1900-1908, this 4-story commercial/residential block was originally called the Imperial Hotel, with the corner 
component becoming known as the Washington Building during the 1920s. This building's Washington Street facade 
measures 11-bays. Following the ancient bend in Market Street, its facade exhibits 21-bays. Projecting from its 
Market and Washington Street corner is a three-story bowed metal oriel which shelters the entrance to Rourke's News 
and Sundries, a long time "institution" at Brighton Center. The interior of Rourke's with its early 20th century tile 

oor and wooden paneling represent rare survivals in the type of space usually subjected to modernizations. Between 
he first and second floors of the bowed and towered oriel is an apron panel featuring swag and ribbon motifs in low 
relief as well as a clock . Three molded metal string courses enliven the wall surface between the third and fourth 
floors. The oriel culminates in a domical roof cap with a low semicircular finial. This building's other distinctive 
surface treatments include the continuous, molded metal lintel course of the second floor windows, the third floor 
windows' granite cornice headed lintels as well as the continuous granite lintels of the top floor's arched windows. 
Long rectangular marble plaques incised with letters reading "Washington Building and Imperial are located between 
the third and fourth floors of the Washington and Market Street facades, respectively. 


Constructed between 1925-1930, 366-372 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.14 ) is a rectangular, one 
story commercial block exhibiting characteristics of the Tapestry Brick and Classical Revival styles.Its four storefronts 
are divided by three Doric brick piers with cast stone capitals. A cast stone string course above the store windows 
provides a strong horizontal accent. This building's flat roof is enclasey by a low stepped parapet exhibiting cast stone 
plaques. 


385-381 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.15 ) is aa one-story, rectangular commercial building which is 
constructed of brick. Built during the 1910s, this structure is difficult to classify stylistically; a corbeled brick cornice 
is its most distinctive feature. This masonry building is compatible with the scale and materials of the Brighton Center 
Commercial area's historic structures. 


Numbered 394 Washington Street and 2-4 Dighton Street , The Corcoran Block (see photo, Fig.16) 

is Brighton Center's most intact wooden 19th century commercial/residential block. Designed in the Italianate style, 

this handsome three- story rectangular structure is clad with clapboards and enclosed by a flat roof. Measuring 4-bays 

wide and 9-bays deep, its main facade's center entrance is flanked by wide storefront windows flanked by pilasters 

and surmounted by a broad entablature. Two recessed side entrance with simple wooden vertical and horizontal 
Sas are located on the Dighton Street facade. (continued) 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


e. | Community: Form No: 
M{ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brighton, MA 


Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Brighton Center | 
Commercial Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Brighton Center Commercial Area, continued 


In general, this buildings edges are accented with narrow corner boards while its windows are fully enframed and 
contain 2/2 wood sash that is probably original. 


The imposing Brighton Evangelical Congregational Church at 404 Washington Street (see photo, 
Fig.17) was built in 1921 from designs provided by Blackall, Clapp and Whittemore. Clarence Blackall was the 
architect of Boston's Winthrop Building, the first steel frame office building in the city. He is best known as a 
talented theatre architect who designed the Colonial, Wilbur, Modern and Metropolitan Theatres. Since 1827, a 
Brighton Evangelical Congregational Church has occupied this corner lot. Composed of two T-shaped forms, the 
horizontal components of the T's are contiguous. The component of this building containing the vestibule measures 
three-bays in width and is a single bay deep. The first and second floors of the nave's side walls are pierced by seven 
windows. A hybrid of the Colonial Revival and Classical Revival styles, this structure is dominated by a wooden 
multi stage steeple which rises from behind the pediment of the main facade's portico.The steeple's tall and square 
base exhibits clock faces on four sides. On each side of the second stage, arched openings are enframed by Tuscan 
columns which rise from balustrade-linked plinths and support pedimented entablatures. The octagonal third stage 
exhibits small occulus windows on each of its sides.Rising from the third stage is an octagonal spire which 
culminates in a gold leaf weather vane. Projecting from the two-story gable roofed nave's north wall is a handsome 

nonumental columned portico composed of fluted Tuscan columns which support a pediment-surmounted 
éntablature. These columns rise from a high stone platform which is axccessed by a broad flight of steps. Opening on 
to the portico are three entrances which exhibit wooden surrounds and cornice headed entablatures. Above the entrance 
is a multi-pane tripartite window whose lintel is flush with a fascia board. Projecting from either side of the nave's end 
wall is a two-story gable roofed structural component. 


The one-story rectangular stucco-parged commercial block at 415-419 Washington Street (see photo, 
Fig.18 _)is typical of 1920s commercial blocks erected to serve the rising automobile trade. Particularly noteworthy 
is this structure's ornate cast stone cornice. 


Constructed between 1960-1970, The Brighton Professional Building at 418 Washington Street (see 
photo, Fig. 19) exemplifies a modern Colonial Revival office building whose siting, scale, form , materials and 
elements are compatible with the older historic buildings of this area. This boxy, 2-story rectangular building measures 
5-bays in width and is three bays wide. Constructed off red brick, its main facade exhibits a three-bay entrance bay 
which projects a few inched from the plane of the main block. The center entrance is flanked by windows set within 
blind arches. The solid, multi-panel front door opens on to a small front porch displaying wooden Doric posts which 
support a flat roof. Encircling this building's formally finished facades are wooden cornice headed fascia and side 
boards. 


Tucked away behind a modern commercial block at 430 Washington Street, 9 Eastburne Street (see photo, 
Fig.20 )was built during the early 1900s to serve as a parrish hall and/or chapel for St. Margaret's Episcopal 
Church. Originally located at the northwest corner of Eastburne and Washington streets, this wooden 1870s church 
was demolished during the late 1970s. St. Margaret's Episcopal Parrish Hall is a wooden, rectangular 
structure which stand with its three-bay east gable facing Eastburne Street. Rising from a ledge stone basement to a 

eeply pitched gable roof with flared barge boards, this building is clad with dark brown shingles. Projecting from the 
Zenter of its one-bay facade gable is a small enclosed porch which is sheltered by a steeply pitched gable. Flanking the 
entrance porch, small square windows set high on the wall contain six panes . This structure's side walls are pierced 
by four windows. Evidently, this church building has been adapted for reuse as a private home. (continued) 
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Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Brighton Center Commercial Area, continued 


Set back from the southeast corner of Washington and Foster streets is a stucco parged Colonial Revival /stucco 
parged residence which stands on the site of the early 19th century John Field House. 434 Washington Street 
(see photo, Fig.21) is a 2.5 story hip roofed house which measures three- bays in width and two-bays in length. 


Although the early 19th century wood frame Federal style Dr. Noah Worcester House and Post Office is no 
longer extant, a granite marker (see photo, Fig.22 ) commemorating the great Unitarian theologian stands 
between the Colonial Revival three-deckers at 437 and 439 Washington Street. 


Overtime, the Brighton Center Commercial area's commercial, municipal, ecclesiastical and residential building stock 
has suffered from fires, demolition alterations and modernizations. The temple form, Greek Revival , Granville A. 
Fuller-designed Brighton Town Hall (1841) was destroyed by fire during the mid 1970s. Its massive granite block 
foundation still stands at 321 Washington Street. Built in 1830 and expanded during the early 1850s by Boston 
architect William Washburn , the Italianate Cattle Fair Hotel stood at the north west corner of Washington and Market 
Streets. This large cupola-topped wooden structure, with its loggias and rusticated surfaces was torn down around the 
turn of the century. Despite these losses, the Brighton Center Commercial Area encompasses a large number of 
well-preserved architecturally and historically significant structures. 
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Commercial Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Brighton Center Commercial Area, continued 


The first stirrings of independence by Little Cambridge as well as the beginnings of Brighton Center are rooted in the 
establishment of a schoolhouse near the northeast corner of Market and Washington streets on land furnished by 
Daniel Dana, the youngest son of Richard Dana who emigrated from Manchester England in 1640.With a tuition of 
ten-shillings per year, the first school can not be classified as public, although the Town of Cambridge maintained it 
out of general revenues and the local population selected a committee to manage the facility. A larger school house 
measuring 28 by 20 feet was built at the same location in 1769. 


Another step toward independence was taken in 1734 when the community successfully petitioned the colonial 
legislature for permission to hold religious services in Little Cambridge in winter. In 1739, a committee of local 
residents recommended the construction of a meetinghouse at the northeast corner of Washington and Market streets, 
adjacent to the schoolhouse. It was not until 1744, however, that this house of worship was built. Brighton-Allston 
historian William Marchione notes that "the Little Cambridge Meetinghouse, it should be emphasized, was merely an 
annex or chapel of the First Church of Cambridge. While its members no longer worshipped at the parent church in 
Harvard Square, they were technically still members of the old church and therefore obligated to pay for its upkeep. 
This double payment system, which prevailed for nearly forty years, vexed the people of Little Cambridge." After a 
thirty-two year struggle, the General Court finally approved the separation of the churches at Harvard Square and 
@risheon Center in April, 1779. The Brighton church was incorporated on February 23, 1783. In 1807, the town 
oved the 1744 church across Washington Street to the site of the present Elk's Lodge at 326 Washington street. 
Following a fire that destroyed its predecessor, the present Cabot, Everett and Chandler-designed Brighton 
Evangelical Church was built in 1921 at 404 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.17 ). The current 
church is the third Evangelical Congregational Church to stand at the northwest corner of Dighton and Washington 
streets. Constructed in 1827, the first Brighton Evangelical Congregational Church was a product of the Great Schism 
that occurred in New England Congregational societies during the first quarter of the 19th century. In Brighton, 
parishioners opposed to the liberal Unitarian teachings of Reverend John Foster built themselves a house of worship 
for a more conservative or Trinitarian congregation. The second church was built in 1868 from designs provided by 
Brighton resident Granville Fuller, architect of the 1841 Greek Revival Brighton Town Hall (destroyed by fire 
Delo 15). 


The commencement of the Reverend John Foster's pastorate on November 4, 1784 marked the beginning of a forty 
year period that represents the flowering of Brighton Center as a prosperous and progressive town center. This era 
was known as the Federal Period in United States history, and by this era's end, Brighton had an architectural identity 
recognizable as a town center and a burgeoning reputation as an important horticultural center and cattle market. The 
21-year old, Dartmouth College-educated John Foster was a member of a new, liberal generation of Congregational 
clerics who fervently embraced the less pietistic tenets of the Unitarian philosophy. William Marchione notes that 
"learned, kindly John Foster, author of more than thirty religious tracts, Harvard College Trustee, gentleman and 
aristocrat, was well-suited to the community he had been called to serve." Foster's wife Hannah was an interesting 
figure in her own right, as an accomplished writer and author of the controversial novel The Coquette or the History of 
Eliza Wharton. This shocking tale of seduction, based on the experiences of Reverend Foster's cousin, Eliza 
Whitman, became the most popular literary work in New England in the early 1800s. Remarkably, John and Hannah 
Foster's first home in Brighton survives at the c. 1790 dwelling at 338 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.6). 
Over time, the Old Parsonage has been "Greek Revivalized " and its first floor altered for commercial purposes. By 
1830, Brighton Center blacksmith Stephen Stone lived in the former rectory. During the late 19th century, this house 

@.:; one of the many properties of Boston lawyer and Brighton Avenue resident Edward Sohier. He was a partner in 
the firm of Sohier and Welch.By 1909 it was a hotel and news stand. During the 1910s, '20s and '30s it was operated 
as a fruit stand and newsdealership by John and Victor Picone. (continued) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Brighton Center Commercial Area, continued 


Constructed by 1830, the wooden Greek Revival dwelling located directly behind the parsonage at6 Academy Hill 
Road (see photo, fig.7 ) was the home of general store owner Elijah White. White's Store was located across the 
street at the northwest corner of Washington Street and Chestnut Hill Avenue. This store was a gathering place for 
farmers from Worcester County and other places. By the late 19th century, 6 Academy Hill Road contained the home 
and stores of grocers C.W.P. and William Wilde (1870s - 1890s) and Domenico Lombardi (1920s until at least 
1950). 


Although the early 19th century Reverend Dr. Noah Worcester House was torn down to accommodate the c. 
1910-1915 Colonial Revival three deckers at 437 and 439 Washington Street, ac.1930s granite marker is 
situated between these two residences to commemorate the site of this early 19th century residence, (see photo, 
Fig.22 ). Dr. Noah Worcester , editor of the Unitarian journal The Christian Disciple and one of the founders of 
the American peace movement settled in Brighton in 1813.Worcester wrote his most important work, A Solemn 
Review of the Custom of War (1814) in his wooden residence at the northwest corner of Washington and Foster 
streets. Worcester's writings led to the establishment of many peace societies in the United States and abroad, 
including the Massachusetts Peace Society which Worcester served as Secretary. He was Brighton's first postmaster, 
serving from 1817 until his death in 1837; the post office was located in his home. 


The Federal Period in the Boston area was characterized by ambitious bridge, highway and canal construction 
projects. Although no canals were cut through Brighton, the town was the scene of several significant road and bridge 
projects . The construction of Cambridge Street and the River Street Bridge in 1810 and Brighton Avenue in 1824, 
linked Brighton Center more closely with Cambridge and Boston. 


During the 1820s and '30s, these new roads provided access to persons doing business with Brighton's thriving 
agricultural concerns. Eminent visitors such as Ralph Waldo Emerson, Daniel Webster,John C. Calhoun, Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow and William Cullen Bryant traveled through Brighton Center on their way to the nurseries of 
Joseph L.L. Warren's Nonantum Vale Gardens, Jonathan Winship and Joseph Breck. The decision of the 
Massachusetts Society for Promoting Agriculture (MSPA) to locate its fairgrounds and exhibition hall permanently in 
Brighton enhanced the town's position as a horticultural center. One of the earliest and largest agricultural fairs in the 
nation, the Brighton fair and Cattle show, was held in October of each year from 1817 to 1835. These fairs 
"embraced everything that could interest a farmer or be of benefit to agriculture; and in connection with them the 
importation of superior breeds of farm animals laid a firm and scientific base for the excellence which developed later." 
The town fathers were eager to secure the Brighton Fair and Cattle Show for Brighton, recognizing that a permanent 
location for the fair in Brighton would greatly benefit the local cattle industry. By 1830,the Brighton Fair was in 
decline owing to "the effects of counter attractions by the county societies". By 1835, competition from other fairs 
caused the Brighton Fair to cease operations.Little physical evidence remains within the Brighton Commercial area to 
attest to the vitality and importance of the Brighton Fair, with the noteworthy exception of Agricultural Hall at 
356-360 Washington Street (see photo, fig.11 ) Originally located atop Agricultural Hill on the site of the 
Winship School on Dighton Street, this c. 1820s Greek Revival structure was moved to its present lot in 1844. In its 
original condition, this wooden exhibition hall was a two-story structure, measuring seventy by thirty-six feet long. 
The lower level was used to display the latest farm implements and mammoth vegetables, while the upper level was 
devoted to textile and handicraft exhibits." After it was moved to the northeast corner of Chestnut Hill Avenue and 

o ashington Street it became the Eastern Hotel, one of the half dozen or so hotels at Brighton Center that catered to 
“attlemen.(continued) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Brighton Center Commercial Area, continued 


The beginnings of Brighton's Cattle Market are rooted in the imaginative entrepreneurship of Jonathan Winship I and 
Jonathan Winship II, father and son. 


The Winships arrived in Little Cambridge from Lexington on the eve of the Revolution. As early as 1775, this 
remarkable family established the Little Cambridge Cattle Market. The Winships responded to the provisions needs of 
General Washington's Cambridge-based army by alerting farmers in surrounding communities that they would 
purchase their cattle. After the cattle was sent to Little Cambridge, the animals were processed for the patriots at their 
Academy Hill Road slaughterhouse. General Washington , recognizing the importance of a well fed army, posted 
soldiers at the Winship warehouses to protect them against sabotage.By the war's end the Winships were the richest 
family in Brighton. In 1780, they built a large mansion on the site of the present Brighton Police Station at 301 
Washington Street. The Winship house was an L-shaped complex consisting of a monitor-on -hip roofed main block 
and large stable. While the Brighton cattle market was founded by the Winships and reinforced by the MSPA's 
Brighton Fair , it was the introduction of rail service to the town during the 1830s that allowed this important industry 
to expand and flourish. 


Although the Boston and Worcester Railroad was routed through the northern part of town, Brighton Center's Cattle 
Mlarket nevertheless benefited from the introduction of this new form of transportation. According to William 
Marchione, "the building of the B&W through Brighton marked the culmination of the town's long struggle to solidify 
its hold on the cattle trade. Since the railroad encouraged livestock shipments to Brighton by setting low carload rates 
for cattle, sheep, hogs and calves, its construction proved highly beneficial to the town's economy." 


By the 1830s, Brighton Center contained a social library, fire house, town hall, two churches, and a post office. 
Commercial concerns encompassed a harness maker's shop, wheelwright shop, blacksmith shop, bank, three general 
stores and a tavern. Additionally, a half dozen private homes lined Washington Street at Brighton Center. 
Additionally, the Cattle Fair Hotel built in 1830, stood at the northwest corner of Washington and Market streets, 
complete with auctioneer's platform, barn and cattle yards. In 1841, a handsome, temple form, Greek Revival town 
hall was built at 321 Washington Street by Brighton architect and lumber yard owner Granville A. Fuller. This 
wooden structures high granite block foundation is still visible beneath the modern structure that replaced the 
fire-destroyed Brighton Town Hall in 1976. 


The Cattle Fair Hotel was Brighton's most visible symbol of the town's lucrative cattle industry. By the 1850s the 
hotel had been greatly enlarged and accorded formal, Italianate architectural treatments by the Boston architect William 
Washburn. This Italianate, cupola -topped, four story building had a rusticated entrance loggia. By mid-century, 
Brighton's Cattle Market was New England's largest, doing some $ 2 to $3 million dollars of business in hogs, cattle, 
and sheep annually. By 1866 Brighton contained some fifty-five small-scale butchering establishments. On Market 
Day , a colorful melange of drovers, stockmen , cattle dealers, hawkers and peddlers were drawn to Brighton Center. 
The rough and tumble atmosphere of cattle and other farm animals being herded through the streets of the town as well 
as the revelry of inebriated visitors in hotel barrooms inspired the great writer Nathaniel Hawthorn to describe a 
Market Day in Brighton during the Fall of 1841. No trace remains of this hotel or its cattle yards. Sold in 1881, the 
famous hotel struggled on the Faneuil House despite the consolidation of animal slaughtering at the Brighton Abbatoir 
and the removal of the cattle yards to North Brighton.Demolished around the turn of the century, The Cattle Fair Hotel 
eo the largest of the half dozen or so hostelries frequented by the cattlemen. In addition to the Cattle Fair Hotel and 
e Eastern Star Hotel, Brighton Center encompassed the Reservoir Hotel which stood on the site of the commercial 
block at 311-313 Washington Street. (continued) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Brighton Center Commercial Area, continued 


The vinyl sided structure at 15 Academy Hill Road (see photo, Fig.8 ) appears to be a c.1840s structure that 
may be the John D. Willis Stables Occupying this site during the late 19th century, the Willis Stables was owned y 
the old Colony Trust Company during the 1920s and by 1930, housed Watson Brothers Auto Painters. During the 
19th century, stables, both private and commercial, were a common feature of the commercial concerns and houses 
lining Washington Street; 15 Academy Hill Road may be one of the last of these utilitarian structures to survive in a 
relatively intact form. 


Built during the end of Brighton's Cattle Market era the c. 1865-1875 Corcoran Building at 394 Washington 
Street and 2-4 Dighton Street (see photo, Fig.16 ) was constructed c.1865-1975 on the site of the c. 1820s 
J.B. Mason Grocery Store. The Mason Store was a wooden single story structure that contained the post office after 
1837. James Corcoran and his heirs owned this property from c. 1870 until c.1920. By 1930, its tenants were Samuel 
Bornstein , tailor and O'Donnell Auto accessories. 


Although built during the early 1900s, the Shingle Style St. Margaret's Episcopal Parish Hall (see photo, 
Fig. 20 ) at 9 Eastburn Street provides physical evidence of an Episcopalian congregation in Brighton that was 
organized in 1854. The establishment of an Episcopal Church at mid-century in Brighton was indicative of the 
\opulation growth that occurred between the time of the town's incorporation in 1807 and its fiftieth anniversary in 
1857; the century began with a population of between 500 and 600 inhabitants and by 1857 had risen to over 3,000 
persons. With the growth in population new religious societies were formed including those of the Catholics (1855), 
Universalists (1861) and Methodists (1872). St. Margaret's Episcopal Church was founded by the Reverend Cyrus 
F. Knight, a native son, who later served as the Episcopal Bishop of Milwaukee. Among the first parishioners were 
families with summer retreats in the town. In 1864, the Episcopalians built the wooden Gothic Revival Church of the 
Epiphany at the corner of Washington and Eastburn streets.In 1872, it was sold to a new parish under the name of St. 
Margaret's Church. Although this church was destroyed by fire during the late 1970s, its name lives on at St. Luke's 
and St. Margaret's Church in the Packard's Corner area of Allston. Several stained glass windows and memorabilia 
from the Brighton Center Church have been relocated to St. Luke's. St. Margaret's Rectory was located next door to 
the church at 434 Washington Street (see photo, fig.21). Built for the church c. 1917-1924, this stucco 
parged Craftsman style house replaced the early- 19th- century, wooden, five bay, single pile John Field House. 


During the 1880s and 1890s transportation improvements were a major factor in the growth of Brighton Center. In 
1889, the Oak Square branch of Henry M. Whitney's electric West End Street Railway linked western Brighton with 
Beacon Street, Brookline via Washington Street. As Sam Bass Warner , Jr. noted of this transportation revolution, 
"In the late 1880s and 1890s the electrification of street railways brought convenient transportation to at least the range 
of six miles from City Hall.The rate of building and settlement in the period became so rapid that the whole scale and 
plan of Greater Boston was entirely made over." The introduction of electric streetcar service and the relocation of the 
cattle yards to North Brighton opened the area north of Brighton Center for residential development. The affluent 
residents of this area were an ideal clientele for the commercial enterprises of Brighton Center. Providing physical 
evidence of Brighton's late -19th- century prosperity as a commercial center are several architecturally distinguished 
commercial blocks. Built in 1879, the brick Victorian Warren Hall (see photo, Fig.5 ) at 329-337 
Washington Street was named for the William Wirt Warren family. During the late19th century Warren rose to a 
position of influence in the affairs of the Massachusetts Democratic Party , serving as local Collector of internal 

Groene, as State Senator, candidate for state attorney General and Congressman. Warren's heirs owned this 
mposing building with its stores, offices and meeting hall until at least the 1920s. (continued) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Brighton Center Commercial Area, continued 


During the first half of the 20th century the Brighton Center Post Office was located in this building. In 1926, Warren 
Hall was the scene of a celebration by the Massachusetts Sons of Italy Convention, an event symbolic of the rise of the 
town's Italian population which numbered 3,500 by 1930. By 1930, the Warren Building's tenants included the 
Warren Hall Market, Pliny W. Berks dentist, Masonic Hall, Summerland Hairdressing Parlor, Mrs. Annie Blackwell, 
nurse, Napoleon Ross, painter, Sophie L. Nyberg, Clifford B. Dolan, laborer, John B. Martin, clerk and Ellen F. 
Conley, assistant librarian, Brighton Branch Library. 


During the late 19th century, a handsome masonry High Victorian Gothic commercial block anchored the northwest 
corner of Chestnut Hill Avenue and Washington Street. Containing Heinlein & Co. Pharmacy and M. O'Keefe's Teas 
and Coffee Store, this structure was replaced by the present c. 1920-1930 Georgian Revival building at 360-362 
Washington Street (see photo., Fig.12  ). Further research may reveal that the present building represents a 
significant percentage of the original building's fabric. This prominent corner lot was occupied by the original Bank of 
Brighton from the late 1820s until after the Civil War.The present building's upper floors house 10 apartments. From 
the 1920s until the 1940s, this building contained a branch of the First National Bank of Boston. In 1940, Michael F. 
Rosenthall , jeweller, is listed at this address, along with the bank. In 1950, its commercial tenants included J.F. 
Conaty,Electric Company and Radios as well as the Brighton Loan Company. 


Built in 1892, the Nagle Building at 300-310 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.2 ) is fine example of a 
Queen Anne commercial / residential block. As early as 1875, this site was occupied by 4 small wooden buildings 
which were evidently associated with Nagle's Hotel which stood at the northwest corner of Winship and Washington 
streets. As late as 1916, Nagle's hotel stood on the site of the 1920s commercial block at 290-298 Washington Street. 
The Nagle Building was constructed by J.J. Flynn from designs provided by W.E. Clark. By 1930, the Nagle 
Building housed Ryan Brothers Fruit (302), Arthur I. Russell, plumber (304), Brighton Center Pool Room (306) and 
Mrs. Fannie Dreyer's Variety Store.Tenants in the upstairs apartments were of Irish, Italian, French and German 
stock.In 1950, the Nagle Building's commercial space was occupied by Brighton Cleansers and Tailors, Brighton Tap 
and Restaurant, Inc. and Louis Furniture Company. 


Before continuing with the discussion of late 19th century commercial building's mention should be made of the 
Georgian Revival, yellow brick Brighton Police Station at 301. Washington Street (see photo, Fig.1 ). 
Built c. 1891-1894, the Brighton Police Station occupies the site of the old 1780 Winship Mansion. In 1820, Samuel 
Dudley bought the property from the Winship family, added an extra floor to the old mansion and converted it to a 
hotel. It was here that General Lafayette stayed while visiting Brighton in 1826, on the nation’s 50th anniversary. To 
the right stood a small building, which served both as the law office of Abraham Edwards and the headquarters of the 
Brighton Social Library, established in 1824. In 1856 it merged with a new society, the Brighton Library Association, 
which had been incorporated by the legislature for book circulation, public lectures and exercises in debate, 
declamation and composition. By 1875, the building and large stable complex on this site was Wilson's Hotel, owned 
by wealthy teamster George A. Wilson. By 1885, Wilson's Hotel and stables were still standing but had was no 
longer in business; this lot was owned by the City of Boston was designed by Boston City Architect Edmund March 
Wheelwright. Situated at the eastern entrance to Brighton Center, the early 1890s Brighton Police is no less an 
impressive "gateway" structure than the Winship Mansion or the Dudley and Wilson Hotels . It was designed by 
Boston City Architect Edmund March Wheelwright. He was responsible for the 1894 Brighton High School (William 

@ foward Taft Middle School), Longfellow Bridge, Harvard Lampoon Building, the New England Conservatory's 
Jordan Hall and many other important public buildings.(continued) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Brighton Center Commercial Area , continued 


The Davis Building at 328 Washington Street (see photo, fig.4 ) is a three-story Queen Anne commercial 
/ residential building was built for Bakers Charles W. and Frederick A. Davis between 1886-1894. By 1925, this 
building was owned by Andrew J. Granara. By 1930, Peter Kanofsky, Bakers, occupied the first floor's commercial 
space. 


Constructed c. 1900-1908, the Washington and Imperial Buildings at 363 -365 Washington Street 
and 418-422 Washington Street (see photos, Figs.13 ), by virtue of their 5-story height, massing and 
prominent siting are the most highly visible reminders of Brighton Center's prosperity during the early years of the 
Streetcar Suburbs era. Originally, both buildings were called the Imperial Building. This lot has a long history as a site 
of an historically significant landmark. As early as 1722, the First Parish Church of Brighton was located on this 
parcel. The last First Parish Church to occupy this lot was torn down during the 1890s.By 18u99, a T-shaped wooden 
building owned by George L. Clark and the heirs of cattleman Stephen Bennett owned this property. Early owners of 
the present early 1900s building included Celia Urofsky (1909) and Katherine A. Quinn (1916). The 1925 Brighton 
Atlas shows the towered structural component labeled Washington Building. Also known as Rourke's Building, by 
the mid-'20s J.M. Rourke's Drug Store was housed in the Washington Building's corner store. Still located in this 
commercial space, Rourke's Drug Store retains the appearance of an early 20th century pharmacy and soda fountain. 

@:, 1930, tenants of the Washington and Imperial Buildings included Dennis F. Rourke, Drugs, Brighton Beauty 
Shoppe, Francis P. Devlin, dentist, James E. Devlin, dentist, Arthur R. Falvey, dentist and Estella N. Tierney, 
dressmaker. 


The 1910s and 1920s witnessed the final phase of Brighton Center's transformation from a village of wooden 
structures to a more urbane town center of masonry commercial buildings.This wave of construction activity was 
triggered by the the advent of the automobile trade and the ambitions of Italian, Jewish and Irish entrepreneurs who 
operated grocery, clothing, hardware and other businesses in the new one- to -two story Classical Revival, Georgian 
Revival , Tudoresque and Tapestry Brick commercial blocks. The demolition of the Cattle Fair Hotel at the turn of the 
century opened the north side of Washington Street, between Parsons and Market streets for development. 


Erected on the old hotel grounds c. 1910-1915, the brick 381-385 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.15 ) is 
difficult to categorize in terms of historical architectural style. This one-story structure was built for Joseph Houlton. 
In 1930, its commercial tenants included Economy Grocery Stores, Quality Market and Peter Zata, Confectioner. 

By 1950, Earle's Card Shop, James M. Sutcliffe, real estate and a candy store were listed at this address. 


The one story, Classical Revival, stucco-parged commercial structure at 415-419 Washington Street (see 
photo, Fig18.) was built c.1917-1924 for J.S. Arvamides. During the 1870s, L-shaped and U-shaped houses 
owned by dry goods store owner Charles Heard were located on this lot. By the early 1900s, the L-shaped house was 
no longer standing while the U-shaped dwelling was owned by Marshall N. Rice. The old Heard House was 
demolished during the early 1920s to accommodate the Arvamides Block whose commercial tenants in 1930 
included Caron Company Inc., Confectioners, First National Stores, Inc. and Charles Grandison Real Estate. 

By 1950, this building was occupied by a candy store, tailor, shoe repair and coffee shop. 


Before considering other World War I era commercial blocks, the yellow brick Georgian Revival Martinello 
)\partments at 10-16 Chestnut Hill Avenue (see photo, Fig.9 ) should be mentioned as examples of 
housing dating from 1910-1915 as well a building whose early ownership provides evidence of the rise of an Italian 
population in Brighton. During the late 19th century, this lot was occupied by Scates' Stables. By 1916, M. Martinello 
owned the present apartment house. In 1925 A. Rozen is listed as this property's owner. (continued) 
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Historical Narrative, Brighton Commercial Center Area, continued 


By 1930, Italian, Irish and Anglo tenants are listed at this address, including: auto mechanics, Thomas A. Hesky and 
James A. Hendricks,Truman H. Judson, lineman, Clarence F. Beckwith, baker, Lawrence A. Centola, employee of 
the Chestnut Hill Pumping Station, Leon Mc Pherson, driver, Nicholas Gamal, salesman, Bernard Ravesi, fruit 
market proprietor, Arthur Chiampagne, Stephen P.Melia, gardener and Lawrence E. Orkle. 


The Greenleaf Block at 311-313 Washington Street (see photo, Fig. 3 ) was built c. 1910-1915 from 
designs provided by Luther C. Greenleaf, architect and original owner of this building. Listed at 6 Upland Road, 
Dorchester in 1916, Greenleaf's office was located at 101 Tremont Street, Boston. He owned this 2-story Tapestry 
Brick commercial block until at least 1925. By 1930 First National Stores, Inc., and Whittemore, Batchelder Coal 
Company occupied the first floor while William T. Coggan, dentist and Thomas H. Connelly occupied the second 
floor's professional offices. By 1950, the Greenleaf Block's occupants included : William F.E. Coughlan, 
Chiropodist, the Gardener and Denver Company, Randell-Parker, Inc. Women's Clothing, Daniel F. Shea, Florist 
and Warren Hall Market Inc. 


The Tudoresque commercial building at 345 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.10 ) was built c.1910-1915 
on the site of the venerable Osborn House, a wooden 18th century saltbox . During the early 19th century a public 
)pen space called "The Green" was located between the Osborn House and the First Parish Church. 

John Herrick purchased the Osborn House from Isaac Champney in 1807. Encompassed one acre, mansion, shop 
and slaughter house, Herrick sold this property to Stephen Stone, blacksmith, in 1816. In 1820, Jesse Osborn , 
wheelwright, purchased the house and about half an acre of land. Osborn's heirs owned this dwelling until as late as 
1909. By 1916, Archibald Harvey and Herbert S. Streeter owned the present building. In 1930, commercial tenants 
included James J. Callahan's Men's Furnishings, Charles A. Bean's Variety Store and the Boston Shoe Repair. 

By 1950, this building's tenants included First National Stores Inc., Newhall and Newall, Insurance, Shamrock 
Tavern, Inc., Callahan's Men's Shop, and the Egyptian Bowling Alley. The Bowling Alley was evidently named after 
the Art Deco Egyptian Theater which was located across the street at 326 Washington Street. 


w& 


Built in 1929, the Art Deco Egyptian Theater was one of the handsomest movie palaces built in Boston during the 
1920s. With a seating capacity of 1,700, the construction of this theater coincided with the advent of "talking pictures" 
This theater reached the height of its popularity during World War II . Demolished in 1959, even the Pharaonic 
grandeur of the theater's interior could no longer compete with the convenience and economy of television. 


366-374 Washington Street (see photo, Fig.14 ) isarelatively late example of the Tapestry Brick 
commercial block. During the 1820s and '30s, this site was occupied by Charles Heard's dry goods store and tailoring 
business. He was the first local merchant to sell ready -made clothing. A miss Lawton and Miss Gill operated a 
millinery and dressmaking concern out of the same building. By 1875, the two wooden buildings on this lot were 
owned by members of old Brighton families. Edward Sparhawk and Sally Munroe owned these buildings during the 
late 19th century. By 1925, K.M. Glynn and W.J. Dennis owned these wooden buildings. Built between 1925 and 
1930, the present building's early tenants included The Great A & P Tea Company, Morgan Brothers, Inc., Creamery 
and Angelo Minella , plumber. By 1950, commercial concerns listed at this address included : Home Supply Co., a 
current tenant, Anthony Ferrolito's Fruit Market, Morgan Brothers Creamery and Edward P. Ford, liquors. 
(continued) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Brighton Center Commercial Area, continued 


Constructed between 1960-1970, the red brick, Georgian Revival Brighton Medical Building at 418 
Washington Street (see photo, Fig.19 ) is highly compatible with the older buildings of this commercial area. 
Its site was occupied by the T-shaped wooden house of Annie J. Knight during the late 19th and early 20th century. 
By 1916, this dwelling had been converted into a duplex owned by Cyrus W. Alger and Lucy A. Clark. During the 
1950s and early 1960s, the old Knight House contained Arlington Conservatories, florists, a business reminiscent of 
the horticultural concerns which thrived around Brighton Center during the first half of the 19th century. 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission Community | Property Address 


: 0 Boylston Street rage 
oston, Massachusetts 02116 Boston, | Wf hia) ighton center 


National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


-D 


Check all that apply: 


UO) Individually eligible (J Eligible only in a historic district 
(1) Contributing to a potential historic district J Potential historic district 


Giese WA OB FC OD 
Criteria Considerations: [4 A Je Beet tie Cie iD ee lee te ele G 


a Statement of Significance by__ Ed ward w. Gordan 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


Brighton Center Residential Area 


Representing the residential section of Brighton Center with housing dating from the mid 18th 
century to the present . This area is particularly rich in Late Federal, Greek Revival and Italianate 
houses ranging from modest cottages to the mansions of wealthy cattle dealers. This area extends 
eastward from Rogers Park, created during the 1890s, to the densely built-up Winship Street. 
Running from the back lot lines of Washington Street commercial blocks, this area extends as far 
south as the mid 19th century fringe of early to mid 19th century residences bordering William 
Jackson Avenue, Upper Academy Hill Road, Rushmore and Mount Vernon Streets in the wooded 
highlands above the Brighton Center commercial area. To a remarkable degree, this area, despite 
the loss of historic structures such the Victorian Gothic Brighton Public Library (1874), and 
alterations to original form and fabric, retains the visual sensibility of a 19th century New England 
Village. Eastburn Street , Peaceable Street, and cul de sacs off of Washington and Winship 
streets, such as Baldwin and O’Neil places, preserve the narrow width and modest buildings 
scale of an early 19th century agrarian community. The eight houses bordering Eastburn Court 
represents the first housing development in Allston -Brighton; this cul-de-sac was built by John 
Brennan and rented to Irish families. Eastburn Street had one of the first concentrations of Irish 
immigrants during the mid 19th century. The triangular ornamental parks of this area bordering the 
east side of Chestnut Hill Avenue provide fine foregrounds from which to view handsome 
residences and imposing public buildings such as the Victorian Gothic Bennett School (1870s) 
and Brighton Municipal Court House (1930) at 29 Chestnut Hill Avenue and the 
Classical Revival 52 Academy Hill Road, respectively. At54 Dighton Street, the 
Winship School perpetuates the tradition of locating structures of great importance to the 
community on this visually memorable hill-top site. During the second quarter of the 19th century, 
the exhibition hall of the Brighton Fair and Cattle Show occupied the school’s lot. The oldest 
house in this area is the mid -18th- century Ebenezer Smith House at 15-17 Peaceable 
Street. This house was moved from an undetermined location to its present site in 1880. Several 





wooden Federal style buildings survive in this area as well, including the c. 1790s Samuel Jackson 
House at 81 Chestnut Hill Avenue. During the early years of this century, this house was 
occupied by William Henry Jackson, the City Engineer of Boston and supervising engineer of the 
Longfellow and Harvard Bridges which link Boston with Cambridge. The Greek Revival house at 
112 Academy Hill Road was the home of U.S. Congressman William Wirt Warren during the 
second half of the 19th century. The c. 1860s Italianate house at59 Chestnut Hill Avenue was 
the home of Joshua Sears Duncklee, Chairman of the Boston Board of Assessors during the 

1890s. This area satisfies criteria A a end C of the National Register of Historic Places. 
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FORM A- ARE 
O A A Assessor’s Sheets USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 


Massachusetts Historical Commission Boston-S | 
80 Boylston Street 
w)ton, Massachusetts 02116 





Town Boston, Massachusetts 





Place(neighborhood or village) __ Allston-Brighton 
Photograph 
(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 
Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll = | S Construction Dates or Period c. 1850-1950 


Overall Condition good-excellent 


Name of Area Lake Street-Chndler's Pond 


Present Use Residential 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acreagé PP. ZO ACkES 


S Fach Map Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Organization _ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) March, 1996 


(See attached via ) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 
ee architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 


+ne Lake Street/Chandler's Pond area covers some of the most picturesque terrain in Brighton. Overlooking the open 
fields ,wooded, rolling hillsides and architecturally distinguished institutional buildings of St. John's Seminary, the 
houses on the west side of Lake Street represent the eastern edge of this area. The housing of this eastern edge runs 
northward from 4 Lake Street Street which is adjacent to a cul de sac called Knowles Street to 168 Lake Street. The 
northern boundary follows the shores of Chandler's Pond .The western boundary follows the eastern edge of Lake 
Shore Drive, crossing the great bend in Lake Shore Drive and continuing southward along the side lot lines of 92 and 
96 Lake Shore Drive, the back lot lines of 60 to 88 Undine Road as well as the line shared by the cities of Boston and 
Newton. The southern boundary extends from the city line, following the back lot lines of the Ellen Gifford Shelter for 
Animals,past the foot of the cul de sac called Calitha Road ,terminating at the intersection of the southern side lot line 
of 4 Lake Street and Lake Street. 


Architecturally, the major strength of this area is the linear configuration of mostly early 20th century houses bordering 
the west side of Lake Street , between Lake Shore Road and Commonwealth Avenue. These houses ascend a hillside 
on their southward "climb" to Commonwealth Avenue.Overlooking the rustic grounds of St. John's Seminary, these 
houses are constructed of wood and brick materials and represent good examples of early 20th century Colonial 
Revival and Craftsman Style single family houses. (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
This area has important historical association with the Boston area's ice industry during the second half of the 
nineteenth. Chandler's Pond was excavated in 1855 by the prominent lawyer and horticulturist William S. Strong who 
excavated Chandler's Pond, on the southern edge of his estate. Strong subsequently leased the pond and adjacent ice 


a to Malcolm Chandler, an ice dealer who later purchased the property. Still extant to document the ice industry 


ain Brighton is the Italianate Malcolm Chandler House at 48 Lake Street.This area possesses two little known 
Brighton institutions : the former 1861 Poor House that served as a housing alternative for the less fortunate of the 
community and aremnant of the Ellen Gifford Shelter for Animals. The former, has the appearance of an Italianate 
farm house and stands in viny]- sided but otherwise good condition at 45 and 47 Undine Road. The latter was 
founded during the 1890s and evidently had (and continues to have) a mission similar to that of the American Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA); the long, low, one story L-shaped brick structure at 40 Undine 
Road, appears to still serve as a kennel for wayward animals and potential pets.Thirdly, the Lake Street/Chandler 
Pond's housing stock presents a remarkably comprehensive glimpse of suburban residences built for persons of 
modest, moderate and affluent means from the late 19th century to World War II. 


Lake Street, this area's principle thoroughfare, was formally set out in 1856, but the 1830 and 1852 maps of Brighton 
indicate the presence of a north-south artery . Perhaps the establishment of Joseph L.1.F. Warren 's horticultural firm 
in 1820 at the southwest corner of Lake and Washington streets marks the true beginnings of the thoroughfare whose 

name has become synonymous with the Cardinal's residence.Warren's nursery became the second largest business of 
its kind in Brighton, attracting customers from all over the Boston area. (continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [] see continuation sheet 
Maps/Atlases: 1830, 1852, 1866,1875,1885,1897,1909,1916 and 1925 
Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 

Boston Landmarks Commission, Allston-Brighton Preservation Survey, 1978 


Lord, Robert H., History of the Archdiocese of Boston, Volume III, 1866-1943 
Marchione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1986 


a J.P. C., Historical Brighton, I, II. 


Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 
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INVENTORY FORM NTINUATI HEET 


“MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brighton | 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 
Property Name: Lake Street-Chndler's Pond 
ACSA 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Lake Street-Chandler's Pond Area, continued 


The southern segment of Undine Road was developed with residences characterized by a variety of forms and styles 
between the 1850s and the 1930s; the northern segment of Undine Road was developed primarily during the 1930s 
and 1940s. The southern "leg " of this thoroughfare encompasses a three -bay, double pile , vinyl] sided Italianate 
house built to house the Brighton Poor House as well as a long, one story brick kennel that is a remnant of the Ellen 
M. Gifford Sheltering Home for Animals.The northern "leg" of Undine Road was developed with suburban tract 
houses during the 1930s and 1940s. 


Additionally, this area's boundaries have been drawn to include Chandler's Pond a man-made, mid 19th century pond 
that supported an ice harvesting industry during the second half of the 19th century. The modest, late 1920s and 
1930s Colonial Revival houses numbered 36 to 96 Lake Shore Drive, together with the steep hillside behind these 
houses as well as Chandler's Pond, across the street , constitute a memorable image which is greater than the sum of 
its parts. Indeed the combination of pond, park land, sheltering hillside and modest single family houses presents an 
ideal image of middle class American suburban living during the mid-20th century. 


Chandler's Pond, the significant water resource of this area, represents the work of man rather than nature, created 
during the mid 19th century for the purposes of an ice harvesting industry. Presently it is narrowly ringed on its east, 

axouth and west sides by park land and Lake Shore Drive. Overlooking the Pond are mostly modern (c. 1930-60s) 
houses. The back yards of primarily post World War II houses numbered 8/14 to 100/102 Kenrick Street border the 
pond. 


Considering Lake Street's housing stock from south to north, its architecturally significant residences include a 
handful of substantial, boxy stucco covered Craftsman style residences at 20-22, 24-28 (see photo, Fig.1 ) 
and 34 Lake Street. Built during the 1910s, these residences rise to heights of 2.5 stories, possess rectangular 
(20-22,24-28) and L-shaped (34) forms and are enclosed by slate shingle covered hip roofs. 


Built c. 1870, 30 Lake Street (see photo, Fig.2 ) is one of the few Lake Street structures that predate 1900. 
This rectangular three bay, double pile Italianate house's first floor exhibits an enclosed Colonial Revival porch 
addition which probably dates to the early 20th century; this porch's door and windows are surmounted by fan lights. 
This house rises 2.5 stories from a ledge stone basement to a hip roof , its eaves are ornamented with paired brackets. 
Although covered with asphalt shingles, this house retains integrity of form elements and siting.(continued) 
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INVENTORY FORM TINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: | 
Allston-Brighton | 


Property Name: Lake Street- Chandler's 
Pond Area, 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Lake Street-Chandler's Pond Area, continued 


Illustrating the impact of the restoration of Colonial Williamsburg during the 1920s is the Georgian style house at 40 
Lake Street (see photo, Fig.3 __). Its design is reminiscent of masonry, mid-18th century Virginia 
residences.This stately L-shaped, red brick and wood trimmed residence rises to a height of 2.5 stories. It is 
composed of a main block measuring 5-bays in width with 4-bay side walls. A one -story enclosed porch projects 
from its south wall. Additionally, a two -story- ell measuring a single bay in width and depth projects from the north 
wall. The main facade features a handsomely enframed center entrance with Doric pilasters and a console bracketed 
pediment. In general, windows are fully enframed , contain 6/6 wood sash and are surmounted by wedge -shaped 
soldier brick lintels with prominent white keystones. Enclosed by a slate shingle- covered hip roof, this house's main 
elevation exhibits a trio of gable roofed dormers; a single dormer rises from its south roof slope. 


The remaining houses on the Lake Street block bounded by the entrances to Undine Road include an L-shaped, 
2.5-story red brick Colonial Revival house with a center, Tuscan columned bowed entrance porch at 48 Lake Street 
and two rectangular, three-bay, double pile houses at 54 and 58 Lake Street.2.5 story , stucco covered, gable 
roof-enclosed Craftsman style residences 


a. the most memorable of Lake Street's streetscapes is the stretch of houses located between 62 and 90 Lake 

<wStreet. Situated close together on lots with narrow, shrub -bordered , picket fence -enclosed front yards and fairly 
deep back yards, this attractive group encompasses the c. 1930s, 5-bay, double pile, wood shingle clad Colonial 
Revival house at 64 Lake Street (see photo, Fig.4 ), corner of Undine Road.Rising 2.5 stories from a rubble 
stone foundation to a gable roof, this rectangular house features a one story enclosed porch which projects from its 
south wall. Sheltering the front porch is a small, open, Tuscan columned entrance porch. 


The Italianate 70 Lake Street (see photo, Fig.5 ) is the second oldest building in this area, dating to c. 
1855-1860. It consists of a two-story , three-bay, double pile main block with a two-story, four- bay by one -bay rear 
ell. The main facade’s center entrance exhibits a front door which is flanked by Doric pilasters and opens on to a 
shallow Tuscan columned porch with a heavy, pedimented entablature. The entrance porch apparently represents a 
later, Colonial Revival addition.In general, windows are simply enframed and contain 6/6 wood sash. Visible on its 
narrow end walls are ledge stone foundations and gables with return eaves. 


Continuing northward along Lake Street, are twin , c. 1910s Craftsman style residences at 78 and 80 Lake Street 
(see photo, Fig.6 ). These 2.5 story, L-shaped houses are enclosed by gable roofs and exhibit off -center, 
pedimented entrances situated beneath gables pitched more steeply than those of the roof. These Craftsman houses are 
followed by a charming trio of red brick Georgian Revival residences at 84, 86 and 90 Lake Street (see photo, 
Fig.7 ). Like 40 Lake street, further up the hill to the south, 84 Lake Street provides evidence of the impact of the 
restoration and reconstruction work taking place in Colonial Williamsburg during the mid - 1920s. 84 Lake Street is a 
five bay, double pile house with a concrete block basement and red brick walls.Its center entrance features 
exceptionally handsome enframements consisting of fluted Corinthian pilasters, multi-pane transom and modillion 
block-edged segmental arch pediment. In general, windows contain 8/12 multi pane sash; the windows of the main 
facade are enlivened by black shutters. Three gable roofed dormers are ranged across the main facade's roof slope. 
(continued) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Lake Street- Chandler's Pond Area, continued 


86 and 90 Lake Street are smaller, three bay, double pile Colonial Revival residences. Rectangular and L-shaped in 
form, respectively, 86's center entrance opens on to a shallow Tuscan Revival porch while 90's front door is 
surmounted by a bracketed pediment. 86 Lake Street is enclosed by a gable roof with a gabled dormer which rises 
directly from the main facade's roof slope. 90 Lake Street is enclosed by a hip roof with a shed roofed dormer rising 
from the center of the main facade's roof slope. 


Typical of Lake Street's housing stock near its intersection with Lake Shore Drive are the boxy, rectangular hip roofed 
houses at 126, 130, 134 Lake Street (see photo, Fig.8 ). Situated on a moderately steep hillside facing 
narrow, well-landscaped, hedge enclosed front yards, the rear walls of these suburban residences overlook Chandler's 
Pond. Across Lake Street from these houses is the hilly, treed campus of St. John's Seminary. Built during the 

1930s, these 2.5 story, three-bay, double pile houses rest on rubble stone foundations. Their pedimented porches 
strike a Colonial Revival note. 


Around the corner to the west on Lake Shore Drive is a collection of houses dating from the late 1920s to the early 
1940s whose overall appearance is greater than the sum of its parts. Located at 36 to 96 Lake Shore Drive (see 
»vhoto, Fig.9 ), these houses overlook Chandler's Pond and Nonantum Hill , on the onther side of Kenrick Street to 
the north. These modest, L-shaped, Colonial Revival houses together with Chandler's Pond across the street and the 

steep, treed hillside to the rear present an idyllic picture of an enclave that could be mistaken for a lake resort in the 
New England country side rather than a part of the City of Boston. 





Undine Road is a U-shaped street with two very different collections of buildings lining its southern and northern 
segments.The southern "arm" of Undine Road features a "mixed bag" of modest ,c.1920s and 1930s hip roof 
Colonial revival residences at 25,29,33 Undine Road, a substantial stucco covered Craftsman style house at 39-41 
Undine Road, dating from the c 1910s and the former Brighton Poor House at 45-47 Undine Road (see photo, 
Fig.10 ) Built in 1861,this three bay, double pile two -story Italianate house is covered with vinyl siding and 
enclosed by a gable roof. 


Across the street at 20 Undine Road (see photo, Fig.11 ) is a remnant of the Ellen M. Gifford Home for 
Animals. Although its ornate 1880s Queen Anne main building has.disappeared, a long rectangular brick kennel, 
survives, set back behind a modern, c.1960s house. The original shelter's tower with its conical, copper finial 
-topped roof cap was a major landmark in this area and may have have been inspired by the Medieval castle- like 
towers of the nearby St. John's Seminary.Th surviving c. 1890s kennel is one story in height, enclosed by a low hip 
roof and exhibits a marrow stepped gable at its eastern end wall. Small and narrow rectangular windows are set high 
on the walls of this unique structure. Across the street from the shelter are restrained, boxy , hip-roofed early 1900s 
Colonial Revival residences. It is fair to say that this hilly, wooded, pond-dotted section of Brighton with its towered 
Medieval seminary and animal shelter buildings was the most picturesque area in Boston before the intensive 
suburban development of the 1930s and 1940s. 


The northern ‘leg" of Undine Road is characterized by brick and stucco ,gable roofed Tudoresque and Colonial 

Revival suburban residences that were built on the eve of World War II. Forming a memorable ensemble are four 

1930s L-shaped houses at 65 to 77 Undine Road (See Photo, Fig.12).Constructed of brick and parged with 
Prucco, these houses exhibit off-center gables and might be loosly categorized within the Tudor Revival style. 
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Property Name: Lake Street-Chandler's | 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Lake Street-Chandler's Pond Area, continued 


This area possesses two little known Brighton institutions : the former 1861 Poor House that served as a housing 
alternative for the less fortunate of the community and a remnant of the Ellen Gifford Shelter for Animals. The 
former, has the appearance of an Italianate farm house and stands in viny]- sided but otherwise good condition at 45 
and 47 Undine Road. It may be the only 19th century almshouse still extant within the city of Boston. The latter 
was founded during the 1890s and evidently had (and continues to have) a mission similar to that of the American 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA); the long, low, one story L-shaped brick structure at 30 
Undine Road, still serves as a kennel for wayward animals and potential pets. 


Thirdly, the Lake Street/Chandler Pond's housing stock presents a remarkably comprehensive glimpse of suburban 
residences built for persons of modest, moderate and affluent means from the late 19th century to World War IL. 


Lake Street, this area's principle thoroughfare, was formally set out in 1856, but the 1830 and 1852 maps of Brighton 
indicate the presence of a north-south artery . Perhaps the establishment of Joseph L.1.F. Warren 's horticultural firm 
in 1820 at the southwest corner of Lake and Washington streets marks the true beginnings of the thoroughfare whose 

name has become synonymous with the Cardinal's residence.Warren's nursery became the second largest business of 
its kind in Brighton, attracting customers from all over the Boston area. 


The Chandler's Pond section of this area represents the southern edge of the mid- 19th- century Gray-Strong estate, 
famous in a horticultural circles as the site of the largest grapery in the United States. During the 1840s, Horace Gray 
built a horticultural establishment on Nonantum Hill, the eminence rising above Kenrick Street, north of the pond. 
Gray raised numerous varieties of foreign grapes. He tested hybridized grapes under glass in three large curvilinear 
houses, two-hundred feet long by twenty-four feet wide. Interestingly, during the 1830s, Gray relocated his 
collection of camelias from the conservatory of his house in Kingston Street, Boston to a green house at the corner of 
Charles and Beacon streets, in Boston. Envisioning a botanic garden similar to those in European cities on the site of 
his green house, Gray planted the seed that blossomed into Boston's Public Garden during the 1860s. Gray ranked 
among the best known of hundreds of New England gentleman amateur horticulturalists active in the "horticulture 
movement" during the first half of the 19th century. William S. Strong, as a young law clerk in the office of Daniel 
Webster , was charmed by Gray's horticultural enterprise during a business meeting at the Nonantum Hill estate. At an 
auction in 1848, Strong purchased Gray's Brighton domain. According to Winship, "the size of the estate, over one 
hundred acres, and the magnitude of the graperies.... became at once such an interest and such a burden that he gave 
up the profession of law and devoted himself to horticultural interests." According to Brighton-Allston historian 
William Marchione, " Strong expanded on Gray's operation by laying out additional vines and adding other plants to 
the nursery's output. He also built an immense green house." Marshall P. Wilder notes in The Horticulture of Boston 
and Vicinity that "under one continuous roof of glass of 18,000 square feet, is an enclosure where plants are grown 
in the open ground; where immense quantities of the rose and flowers are daily cut for market." Strong, undoubtedly 
sought advice and shared his enthusiasm of horticulture with his father-in-law, leading Brighton nurseryman Joseph 
Breck of Oak Square. 


William Marchione states that "in 1855, Strong excavated Chandler's Pond at the southern edge of his property, 
leasing the pond and adjacent ice houses to Malcolm Chandler, an ice dealer, who later purchased the property. In 
1865 Strong excavated a second pond west of Chandler's on the Newton boundary. This body of water, Strong's 

ond, has since been filled in". Malcolm Chandler's Italianate house survives at 70 Lake Street (see photo, 
Fig. 5 ). Chandler's house was purchased by ice dealer Phineas Smith c. 1880. (continued) 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 





B..assACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: | 
Allston-Brighton, MA 


Property Name: Lake  Street-Chandler's 
Pond Area 






Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Lake Street-Chandler's Pond Area, continued 


By the mid-1890s ice harvesting was no longer conducted on the pond . Phineas Smith's heirs owned 70 Lake Street 
until the early 1910s. During the 1910s and 20s, this house was owned by John H. Sullivan. By 1930, William W. 
Capers, "woolens" is listed at this address. 


In 1861 Brighton's town fathers builta new Brighton Poor House, still standing at 45-47 Undine Road(see 
photo, Fig.10). As early as 1818, Brighton established a Poor House in the remote south western corner of the 
town on seven acres carved from the farm of Thomas Park. Purchased for the substantial sum of $1,435.00, this 
property encompassed a farm house subsequently adapted for the needs of the indigent.By the 1830s, alms houses in 
the Commonwealth were viewed as institutions in which to teach the poor " order, regularity, industry and 
temperance". During the late 1830s and 1840s, Brighton's Poor House sheltered persons financially ruined in the 
recession of 1837-1841. During the 1840s, Irish immigrants sought shelter in Brighton's Poor House. Ironically, the 
Brighton Poor House was built during the early 1860s when the demand for public assistance had significantly 
decreased in the town. In 1846 there were a total of sixteen inmates in the almshouse. By 1855, there were just five: 
four elderly men over the age of 60, one elderly woman, age sixty-three, and an insane woman, age thirty-seven. In 
1870, the Poor House contained only three inmates: two young laborers age twenty-two and twenty five and the 
insane woman referred to above.William Marchione notes in Uncommon Suburbs: Suburbanization at the Western 

@idge of Boston, 1820-1873, that "for reasons not entirely clear, Brighton undertook major improvements in its Poor 
Farm in 1861 by constructing a new almshouse and by adding seven additional acres at a cost of nearly $3,000.00" 
The old farm house on the property was demolished because of its advanced state of decay. The 1862 record of poor 
relief expenditure described the new almshouse as "two stories high, with two ells, each fifteen feet by eighteen. It 
will accommodate, it is believed, from fifteen to twenty permanent occupants, besides the family of the keeper of the 
house. The number of paupers now in it are three." In 1865, the Brighton selectman placed the Poor House under the 
jurisdiction of the town's Overseer of Highways, John R.Black. It was also used as a detention center for truant boys, 
the young men being put to work on its fields and on the town's heavily traveled roads. Under Black's management, 
conditions on the alms house property improved, with grass lands cleared of stones in order to realize a much larger 
quantity of hay. Meadow mud dug out of Chandler's Pond was made into compost, and afterwards spread upon the 
land under cultivation resulting in a two fold increase in agricultural products grown on the premises. By 1869, the 
Brighton Poor Farm was generating over $400.00 of produce a year and one of its overseers was the noted 
horticulturalist Charles H. B. Breck. The 1869 report described the inhabitants of the almshouse as "well cared for, 
having plenty of everything good to eat, and decent clothing to wear." Evidently the Brighton Poor House was 
discontinued after Brighton was annexed to Boston in 1874. By 1875, Nathan Appleton owned this property as well 
as a water resource on the property called Undine Springs. Further research is needed to identify Appleton; he may 
have been a member of the prominent textile manufacturing Appleton family of Beacon Hill, Boston. Nathan Appleton 
owned this property at the turn-of-the century with its title passing to Edith R. Willis by 1909. Undine Road was 
set out at an undetermined date as a lane leading to the Poor Far; by 1885 it was called Appleton Road. Frederick E. 
Choate's "Ice Manufacturing Co." was a wooden structure located on land now the house lots of 25, 29 and 33 
Undine Road. During the 1910s , '20s, and '30s the Poor House property was owned by John H. Sullivan. By 
1940, Charles H. Newton, Chief of the Commonwealth Armory is listed at45 Lake Street while 47 Lake Street 
was the home of Robert E. Dyer. 


Built c. 1917-1924, 39-41 Undine Road(see photo, Fig.13 ) isasolid example of the Craftsman style. In 

930, Henry S. Rowen, President , Rowen Moore Shoe Company and John H. Sullivan Jr lived here. He was the 
son of John H. Sullivan Sr.who built many of the Craftsman and Colonial Revival houses on Lake Street between 
1910-1930 and probably was responsible for the construction of this 2-family house. (continued)I 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


®AssACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 









Community: | Form No: | 
Allston-Brighton, MA 


Property Name: Lake Street-Chandler's | 
| Pond Area 






Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Lake Street-Chandler's Pond Area, continued 


The Brighton Poor House was not the only institution located on Undine Road during the 19th century. By 1885, the 
Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, later the Ellen M. Gifford Sheltering Home 
was established at 20 Undine Road (see photo, Fig. 11). Concerned with rescuing and caring for endangered 
animals the Gifford Home was originally housed in an ornate, masonry Queen Anne structure. One of the c. early 
1900s kennels survives behind the modern house at 20 Undine Road and is still owned and operated by the Ellen M. 
Gifford Sheltering Corporation. Further research is needed on this institution. 


During the 1870s the principal land owners on the west side of Lake Street were George A.Wilson (between Lake 
Street and Appleton (Undine) Road) and Malcolm Chandler whose land extended from Undine Road to Kenrick 
Street. George A. Wilson, together with Benjamin Franklin Ricker, owned a teamsters concern charged with working 
on the Chestnut Hill Reservoir during the late 1860s. During the 1865-1880 period, Wilson purchased numerous 
parcels in southwestern Brighton.Carved from Wilson's land c. 1865-1875, the Italianate house at 30 Lake Street 
(see photo, Fig.2 ) was the home of F. W. Chamberlain during the 1870s. A stable was located on the premises 
and a small pond, later filled in, was located at the south east corner of this house lot. From the 1890s until the late 
1920s, Annie Sullivan owned this house.By 1930, Michael Corcoran, salesman lived here. 


Mrhe Lake Street/Chandler's Pond are's residential development was minimal during the late 19th century despite the 
attention called to this area by St. John's Seminary, on the east side of Lake Street, during the 1880s. It was not until 
the World War | era that suburban houses were built in significant numbers while a "boom" period of housing starts 
occurred during the late 1930s and 1940s. 


The first period of intensive house construction along Lake Street occurred between 1910-1920. Apparently, local 
contractor John H. Sullivan was largely responsible for the construction of a number of World War I vintage single- 
and two-family houses in this area. He and his wife Annie lived at 30 Lake Street for many years. The stucco 
Craftsman/Colonial Revival 2-family houses at 20-22 and 24-28 Lake Street (see photo, Fig.1 ) were built 
c.1916 on land that had been part of George A. Wilson's 24,250 square foot tract. By 1925, 20-22 Lake Street was 
the office of Daniel F. Sullivan, President and Treasurer of the J.H. Sullivan Construction Company. 24-28 Lake 
Street was built as an investment property for Annie and John H. Sullivan By 1930, Francis Des Ouimet, "manager, 
30 Federal Street, first floor" resided at 24 while Frederick B. Foster, bond trader, is listed at 28 Lake Street. The red 
brick Georgian Revival residence at 40 Lake Street (see photo, Fig. 3 ) was built between c.1917-1924 by 
John H. Sullivan contractor. By 1930, it was owned by Daniel F. Sullivan, President and Treasurer of the J.H. 
Sullivan Construction Co.He lived at 40 Lake Street until at least 1940. 48 Lake Street was built c. 1930-1940 on 
land owned by Malcolm Chandler during the 1870s, Nathan Appleton (1880s), Nathan Appleton Trust (1890s), Edith 
R. Willis (early 1900s) and John .H. and Annie Sullivan during the 1910s and 20s. John H. Sullivan died between 
1925-1930 and his construction company continued operating under J.H.'s son (?) Daniel H. Sullivan who was 
probably responsible for the construction of this house. 


The trio of red brick Colonial Revival houses at 84, 88 and 90 Lake Street (see photo, Fig. ) were built 
in 1926 by Joseph F. Dyer from designs provided by the M.A. Dyer Co., 1 Beach Street, Boston. Residing at 84 
Lake Street in 1930 was Reuben Hall, lawyer and Mary A. Sliney, nurse.By 1940,Max I. Karol, "steel buildings" and 
Mary A. Sliney are listed at 84, Mrs. Emma B.Sullivan resided at 88 and Gilbert Riley, checker, is listed at 90 

| ac Street. (continued) 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


9 Community: F No: 
B.AssaCHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brigh 7a MA 
Office of the Secretary, Boston : 


Property Name: Lake Street-Chandler's 
Pond Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Lake Street-Chandler's Pond Area, continued 


A second wave of house constructed occurred between the late 1920s and early 1940s, although interrupted by the 
Great Depression during the early 1930s. The modest, wooden Colonial Revival houses built at 120-134 Lake 
Street (see photo, Fig. ) in 1929 were constructed by William J. Hunt of Arlington, MA from designs provided 
by John C. Kelly of 106 Bennett Street, Brighton. Residents listed here in 1940 were primarily Irish and Italian, 
including: Thomas Costello, custodian at 120, Henry A. Periello, "genealogist" at 122, William D. Halward at 126, 
Mrs. Margaret Sullivan at 130, and Emmanuelle White at 134 Lake Street. 


The northern leg of Undine Road and Lake Shore Drive developed with modest Colonial Revival suburban houses 
during the 1930s and early 1940s. The houses of 65 to 81 and 68 to 80 Undine Road (see photo, Fig. ) 
were designed by John B. Kelly c. 1931-1935. Prior to 1874, these house lots were part of the Poor Farm tract. The 
city of Boston briefly owned this land during the mid-late 1870s. By 1885, these lots were part of Nathan Appleton's 
holdings. During the early 1900s, this land was owned by Frederick E. Choate and Edith R. Willis. By the 1920s, 
local contractor John H. Sullivan owned this land. In 1940 residents of these brick and stucco houses represented a 
diversity of ethnic back grounds including Irish, Jewish, French and Italian families. Listed in this development in 
1940 included :Albert A. Lappin, clerk of the corporation, A. Shapiro Inc.at 65, Florence M. Murphy at 68, Henry 
Rosnosky, stationer at 69, Lewis B. Gallant , shoe manufacturer at 73, Edward R. Krims, repairer at 76, Guido 
Palonico, sales manager, Electrolux, Inc at 80 and Mrs. Frances Farrell at 81 Lake Shore Drive. 


Lake Shore Drive, on the south side of Chandler's Pond was developed with Colonial Revival houses of moderate 
scale between 1929-1940.Typical of this area during the 1930s, the first owners of these suburban tract houses were 
of Irish, Anglo, French, Jewish and above all, Irish ethnic origins. The houses at 48 to 60 Lake Shore Drive 
were standing by 1930 ; at that time Arthur J. Smith, plumber lived at 48, Louis Ferullo, plumber owned 52, Joseph 
F. King, manager, 75 Harvard Avenue is listed at 56 while 60 was occupied by Alfred G. Thompson, salesman. 6 4 
to 96 Lake Shore Drive (see photo, Fig. _) were built c. 1935-1940 from designs provided by Meyer Louis , 
73 Cornhill, Boston. In 1940, Lake Shore Drive residents included Mrs. Margaret Ford at 64, Jessie Crowdy, 
foreman at 68, Frances J. Hynes at 72, Mrs. Mary M.Love at 76, Joseph J. Crosby at 80, Harold R. Carderett, 
carpenter listed at84 and working at 155 East Cottage Street, Dorchester, Mrs. Lena C. Myett at 88 , Albert E. 
Sutcliffe at 92 and Mrs. Ellen Crossen at 9 6. 


The 1960s and 1970s witnessed a steady encroachment by developers on Allston-Brighton 's open land. During this 
period the Towne Estates, several hundred units of garden apartments were built on the west side of Chandler's Pond. 
In recent years Chandler's Pond (see photo, Fig. ) , the last of 22 ponds in Allston-Brighton, has suffered 
from pollution. A film of yellow algae covers the top of the pond. Beneath the pond's surface, organic muck is 
growing on the floor, reducing its depth and jeopardizing the pond's future. According to Peter Panepento, 
Allston-Brighton TAB staff writer (July 9-15, 1996), "The algae -apparently a result of runoff from chemically 
fertilized lawns, road debris and a large and growing Canada goose population at the pond-is threatening the pond's 
status as a local visual oasis." Steps are being taken at the present time by residents in the area to raise community 
awareness about the plight of Chandler's Pond, a man-made water resource associated with Allston-Brighton's 
historic mid -19th century horticultural enterprises and the ice industry. 
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LAKE STREET-CHANDLER’S POND 


ALLSTON-BRIGHTON, MASSACH 
2to22 (inclusive) Calitha Road 

4 to 160 (inclusive) Lake Street 

46 to 96 (inclusive) Lake Street 

13 to 95 (odd) Undine Road 


20 to 100 (even) Undine Road 
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Areg FormNoa 


National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


cay 
Check all that apply: 


DC Individually eligible © Eligible only ina historic district 
(J Contributing to a potential historic district TA Potential historic district 


Criera: BA OB MC OD 


Criteria Considerations: kd A iiesk Cee Dreet kh -itk. bee 


: Statement of Significance by_ Edward wW. Gordo 
a The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


Lake Street/Chandler’s Pond Area 
Lake Street is architecturally noteworthy for its handsome collection of late- 19th and early 20th- 
century suburban residences. Situated on the west side of Lake Street, its dignified Colonial 
Revival and Spanish Mission style houses descend a steep hill slope and overlook the wooded hills 
of St. John’s Seminary. Few neighborhoods in Boston can‘match this ideal, nearly rural setting. 
The oldest house on this street is the c.late 1850s Italianate, three-bay, double pile Malcolm 
Chandler House at 70 Lake Street. Built for local ice entrpreneur Malcolm Chandler, 
namesake of nearby Chandler’s Pond, this house is noteworthy for its crisply rendered cornice 
headed window lintels and extensive rear ells. This area also encompasses the shores of 
Chandler’s Pond , a man-made “lake” excavated by lawyer and horticulturalist William S. 
Stong in 1855.Additionally, the Italianate Brighton Poor House of 1861 survives at 45-47 

‘ Undine Road while across the street, at20 Undine Road is an interesting remnant of the 
1890s Ellen N. Gifford Shelter for Animals: along, low one-story brick kennel with a 
distinctive stepped east gable.This area meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places. 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor’s Sheets 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80. Boylston Street 
> @on, Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 

_ side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
' to continuation sheets. 


roll art S | 


9. Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 
Peele ee 
Town Boston, Massachusetts 





Place(neighborhood or village) ___Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area St. John's Seminary 


Present Use Ecclesiastical, educational 


Construction Dates or Period mid 1880s to 1930s 


Overall Condition good-excellent 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


—_ 


Acreage_ App. 5p AckEeS 
Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) April, 1996 


(see aAttacheo noe) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 


AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 
cribe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 


architecturally, the buildings of St. John's Seminary and the Chancery represent a key component within 
Allston-Brighton's unusually extensive and architecturally distinguished collection of buildings associated with 
Boston's Roman Catholic Archdiocese. Scattered about Allston-Brighton, these Catholic churches, schools, convents 
and rectories generally reflect fine design and quality craftsmanship of their architects and builders. The 50 acre St. 
John's Seminary campus represents an extraordinary marriage of architecture and landscape. To a remarkable degree, 
the campus retains the appearance and feeling of the mid 19th century Stanwood estate which preceded the purchase of 
the property by the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Boston. Located on the "door step" of a major metropolitan area, 
its expansive lawns and and picturesque wooded hills provide an ideal setting for students to engage in spiritual 
exploration, theological studies and athletic activities. This campus is bounded by Lake Street on the west, the back lot 
lines of Glenmont Road houses and the Edison School on the north, Foster Street on the east and Commonwealth 
Avenue on the south. This campus is essentially divided into two horizontal zones.The northern terrain is characterized 
by level terrain encompassing the main entrance gates (see photo, Fig.1) and curving drive leading to the St. 
John Seminary's complex constructed between 1881 and the 1950s, the tomb of Cardinal O'Connell and St. 
Clement's Hall (1940) overlooking Foster Street. The hilly southern zone features a great lawn and ten structures 
including the late 1920s Renaissance Revival Archbishop's House and Clergy Personnel/Tribunal Building as well as 
the Colonial Revival St. William's Hall (1936) and Georgian Revival Gymnasium (1938). Additionally a modern 
library and four modern structures owned by the Boston Archdiocese are located in the southern half of this remarkable 
campus. (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 
Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 
Founded He 1881, St. John's Seminary provides evidence of the growing wealth and influence of the Catholic Church 
in Brighton during the late 19th century. The great number of Catholic institutional buildings in Allston -Brighton 
speaks eloquently to the sacrifices and successful adaptation to life in a new country on the part of Irish, Italian and 
lish immigrants despite prejudice born of fear and ignorance. As early as the 1840s and 1850s, Irish immigrants 
caping Ireland's disastrous potato famine settled in Allston-Brighton. These mostly, young, unmarried and unskilled 
Irish immigrants were attracted to the town's convenience to Boston, by highway and railroad, its cattle market, 
slaughterhouses, nurseries, and many small-scale industries. Additionally , settlement of large numbers of Italians in 
Allston-Brighton after 1910 added another key ethnic element to the community. A small community of Polish 
Catholics settled in North Brighton , near the Abbatoir during the 1880s. It was in south western Brighton, however, 
that an unusually large number of these Catholic institutions evolved, owing, in part, to the the beauty of the hilly, 
pond-dotted countryside. St. John's Seminary 's Seminary, along with the Centacle Convent, Cardinal's residence and 
the campus of Boston College were all built on the grounds of former farms and estates. 


St. John's Seminary trace's its beginnings in Allston -Brighton to the purchase of the 50-acre Stanwood estate by 
Father Patrick J. Rogers, the first resident Pastor of St. Columbkille's Parish. Father Roger's intended to use the 
former estate between Foster and Lake Streets for a Catholic Cemetery; evidently, the nearby Evergreen Cemetery of 
1850 was viewed as having set a precedent for this type of land use:Archbishop John Williams, however, viewed this 
tract as an ideal location for a Boston seminary dedicated to the training of young men for the priesthood. During the 
early 19th century, a farm called the Hildreth estate was located atop the hill just to the east of Lake Street. Jacob 
Stanwood, a wealthy Boston merchant acquired the Hildreth estate in 1864. (continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Maps/Atlases: 1830, 1852, 1866,1875,1885,1897,1909,1916 and 1925 

Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 

Boston Landmarks Commission, Allston-Brighton Preservation Survey, 1978 

Broomer, Kathy, "Report on St. John's Chapel" 

Lord , Robert H.et al, History of the Archdiocese of Boston, Volume II, 1866-1943 (1944) 
archione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1986 


ucci, Douglas Shand, Built in Boston , City and Suburb, 1800-1950(1978) 
Winship, J.P. C., Historical Brighton, I, II. 


i] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 






@ AssacHusETTs HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton 
Property Name: St. John's Seminary Area 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 





Architectural Description, St. John's Seminary, continued 


The main St. John's Seminary complex encompasses five L-shaped structural components. The castle-like, 
Theology House (see photos, Fig.2 ) was constructed of ledge stone quarried on site from designs provided 
by J.H. Besarick. Contrasting with this building's rock faced stone are smooth granite sill courses.With the exception 
of the fourth floor, all of the north wing's windows are set within segmental arches. Rising to a height of 4-stories this 
imposing, this Norman Gothic Revival building is composed of a north wing measuring 19-bays in width with a depth 
of 5-bays and a similarly rendered four-story south wing. The main and rear facade's display hip roofed, 
belvedere-topped center pavilions which measure three bays in width with a depth of a single bay. Springing from 
short, engaged collonnettes, the main facade's center entrance is set within a stone canopy culminating in a pointed 
arch. Projecting from the northwest and southwest corners of the north wing are this complex's most distinctive 
features: circular towers with conical, finial-surmounted roof caps. These towers flank a three -bay entrance facade 
which exhibits a 2-story projecting and enclosed entrance porch. Striking a curious note on a building 
overwhelmingly French Gothic in sensibility is the west facade's Palladian window which opens on to a porch atop 
the entrance bay.The south wing of Theology House (see photo, Fig.3 ) is similarly rendered and the same 
height as the north wing. The north and south wings of Theology House represent the beginnings of a much larger, 
never-realized seminary complex originally slated to enframe a court yard. This court yard was partially realized with 
e construction of St. John Seminary's Chapel (see photos, Figs 4 , 5 and 6 ) which represents a 

irc example of Italian Romanesque Revival ecclesiastical architecture and early work by the important Catholic 
church architects Maginnis, Walsh and Sullivan. Constructed of ledge stone, this chapel measures three bays in width 
with a depth of 6-bays. A three arched loggia shelters the main entrance. Flanking the loggia are turret-surmounted 
piers with niches containing the full length sculptural figures of saints. Above the entrance are three arched windows. 
At the center of the facade gable is a niche containing a sculptural figure of St. John. Six stone buttresses divide the 
chapel's side walls into bays containing five tall and arched stained glass windows.Extending from the north wall is a 
two-story apse. Five arched windows rise from the second story's sill course. 


Exhibiting elements of the Tudor Revival style, the L-shaped dining hall wing (see photo, Fig.7 ) of St. 
John's Seminary was built during the 1920s. Rising to a height of 3.5-stories, it is constructed of ledge stone and is 
enclosed by a gable roof. Its narrow, single -bayed south gable exhibits a Tudoresque, 2-story copper oriel with 
apron panels and small-paned windows. 


The modern, 1950s Peterson Hall (see photo, Fig.8 ) isa rectangular , 9-Story class room and dormitory 
building constructed of brick with cast stone trimmings and a loggia which wraps around the north facade of the 
building. The 17-bay main (east) elevation features a three -bay, 5-story entrance facade which is faced with cast 
stone. 


The mausoleum of Cardinal O'Connell (see photo, Fig.9 ) isa Gothic Revival structure composed of 


ledge stone with granite trimmings. Extending from near the top of the hillside south of the main St. John's Seminary 
complex, the mausoleum 's arched entrance is flanked by full length sculptural figures of angels. (continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 







ee HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA 
Property Name: St. John's Seminary Area 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, St. John's Seminary Area, continued 


The Renaissance Revival and Georgian Revival St. Williams Hall at 37 Lake Street (see photo, Fig.10 ) 
is situated atop a hill to the east of Lake Street, near the center of the campus. Originally constructed in 1890, 
Philosophy House as it was known, was destoyed by fire in 1936 and was subsequently rebuilt as St. William's 
Hall. The small rectangular two-story chapel projecting from the center of the east wall is all that survives from the 
1890 structure. This chapel 's ledge stone materials contrast with the yellow brick upper floors of the U-shaped 1936 
main block.St. William's Hall rises three stories from a low, ledge stone basement to a low pitched, cupola-topped 
hip roof. Further research may reveal that the ledge stone basement and first floor were part of the 1890 structure. The 
main facade measures 28-bays in width and is seven bays deep. The main elevation is divided into a 20-bay entrance 
facade and flanking, 4-bay wings. The corners of this building are accented by stone quoins. Rising above the roof 
line of the flanking pavillions are segmental arches displaying occulus windows with ornate surrounds. 


Situated on the east side of the great lawn is the B. F. Keith Memorial Gymnasium (see photo, Fig.11 ) built 

during the late 1930s. This 1.5-story yellow brick building is enclosed by a gable roof. Measuring 8-bays in width, 

its side walls are three bays in depth. This Classical Revival and Georgian Revival building's main facade exhibits a 

center entrance flanked by tall, arched windows set within blind arches. The enclosed and projecting entrance porch 
xhibits double doors flanked by paired Tuscan columns and surmounted by a broken pediment. This structure's 
dges are accented by granite quoins. 


The Clergy Personnel/Tribunal Building at 1 Lake Street (see photo, Fig.12 ) is architecturally 
significant as a fine example of the Italian Renaissance Revival style. Designed by Desmond and Lord during the late 
1920s, this office building is part of a cluster of 6 Archdiocesan buildings (including St. William's Hall) , at the 
southern end of this property. The two-story Tribunal Building is enclosed by a flat roof surmounted by a hip roofed 
monitor.This building measures 5-bays in width, with a depth of 4-bays. Particularly noteworthy is the main entrance 
which is recessed behind an archway supported by flanking Tuscan columns. The smooth walls of the arch's 
spandrels contrast with the rusticated entrance bay's surfaces. 


Also noteworthy is the Maginnis and Walsh -designed Archbishop's Residence (see photo, Fig.13 _) whose 
massing and elements recall palazzos of Renaissance Rome. Characterized by an I-shaped form, its main facade 
measures 8-bays in length while its side walls are six -bays deep. Constructed of gray brick and enclosed by a flat 
roof, its edges are accented by stone quoins.Projecting from the center of the main facade is a rusticated porte cochere. 
The roof is encircled by a low balustrade. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


®, Community: Form No: 
ASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Allston-Brighton,(onMA 


Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: St. John's Seminary Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, St. John's Seminary Area, continued. 


Jacob Stanwood was a wealthy Boston merchant, who was the brother-in-law of Maine Governor and United States 
presidential candidate James G. Blaine. The 1875 Brighton Atlas shows the estate of the Jacob Stanwood heirs with a 
large main house and five stables situated at the center of the tract bordered by South, Lake, Glenmont and Foster 
Streets. The present St. John's Seminary driveway on Lake Street, nearly opposite the entrance to Lake Shore Drive, 
may follow the path of the of the old Stanwood estate carriage way. The tract, next door, to the south, containing the 
Chancellery, was owned by William H. Plummer . In 1875, the Plummer estate encompassed an L-shaped house 
near the northeast corner of Lake Street and South Street. (later Commonwealth avenue). The main house and stable 
on the Plummer property were set back from Lake Street. 


During the late 1870s, Stanwood's heirs discovered that he died in considerable debt having sustained financial losses 
in the Panic of 1873. The Stanwood heirs sold the 26-acre Brighton estate to Archbishop Williams for $18, 500.00. 
Before the commencement of construction work on St. John's Seminary, Archbishop Williams sought to secure a 
well-trained faculty for the seminary. In the summer of 1880, he traveled to Paris where he persuaded the teachers of 
his own youth, the Society of St. Sulpice , to supply instructors for his new seminary. 


Construction work began on Theology House 127 Lake Street (see photos, Fig.2 ) in April, 1881 and 

@ continued for three years. Designed by in the Norman Chateau style by South Boston architect John H. Besarick, it 
was modeled on the Seminary of St. Sulpice in Paris. Constructed of Brighton pudding-stone quarried on site, it was 
trimmed with brick and sandstone. Initially, the plans called for a large building in the form of a hollow quadrangle 
which was projected to house 200 students and was expected to cost $500,000. For the sake of economy, Archbishop 
Williams scaled back the ambitious project, carrying out only about half of this plan. What was actually finished was 
the present towered L-shaped structure and a temporary chapel. This smaller facility could accommodate 100 students 
and cost around $150,000. 


In the summer of 1884, a group of Sulpicians arrived from Paris and from Maryland, bringing with them a large stock 
of books for the seminary library and various works of art. Particularly noteworthy is the statue of the Virgin and 
Child which adorns the courtyard of Theology House- a replica of a famous work by Pigalle in the church off St. 
Sulpice in Paris. The first President of the Seminary was the Abbe John Baptist Hogan, "an Irish -born priest of 
wide scholarly attainments." On September 22, 1884, the new seminary opened its doors to thirty-two aspirants to the 
priesthood.The number of students grew from 70 in 1885-1886 to 132 in the years 1895-1899. In 1911-1912, the 
Sulpician faculty was replaced by eleven priests of the Diocese, five of whom had been teaching their under the 
previous regime. This turn of events occurred , despite the Sulpician's excellent work, because Archbishop 
O'Connell wished to have a faculty familiar with local conditions rather than instructors dependent upon distant 
superiors in France. 


The jewel-like Chapel at St. John's Seminary (see photo, Figs. 4 , 5 and 6 _) was designed by Maginnis, 
Walsh and Sullivan in 1898-1899. Constructed of yellow and gray Brighton puddingstone with limestone trimmings, 
the Romanesque Revival chapel was reportedly in use as early as August, 1899, the first solemn services were held at 
the opening of the academic year of 1901-1902. The marble altars of the sanctuary and the vestibule oratories were 
installed in 1902. Most of the magnificent interior was executed between 1908 and 1909 under the direction of 
Archbishop William O'Connell who took office in 1907. During this period, stained glass was installed and wall and 

@eiling frescoes were executed by Gonippo Raggio. Interior renovations in 1945 and possibly later included 
‘installation of a new marble floor in the sanctuary and a "Linotile" floor in the aisle, as well as construction of the 
present five graduated rows of pews on either side of the aisles. (continued) 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


Qi assacHUSETTSs HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 





Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton 


Property Name: St. John's Seminary Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, St. John's Seminary Area, continued 


St. John's Seminary Chapel is an early commission of Maginnis, Walsh & Sullivan, as the firm was known from 
1898 to 1907. The firm designed numerous churches and Catholic institutions in the Boston area. 

Among the firm's other buildings in Brighton were Cenacle Convent and Chapel, Presentation Church (1913-1921) 
and St. Gabriel's Monastery Chapel (1929). 


Gonippo Raggi was an ecclesiastical artist and interior decorator based in Boston from 1908 to c. 1916.By 1912 
Raggi's commissions included paintings in the Archbishop's House, St. Columbkille's Church in Brighton, St. 
Joseph's Church and All Saints Church in Roxbury, and St. Mary's Church in Newton... Perhaps his most splendid 
design is the painting and stucco work on the interior of Notre Dame Church in Stockbridge, Mass., beginning in 
1912. Raggi returned to Rome during World War I. 


During the Spanish Influenza Epidemic, St. John's Seminary was offered by Cardinal O'Connell to the 

Massachusetts Emergency Public Health Commission for hospital purposes.In early October, 1919, Boston had 150 

to 200 deaths daily from this terrible "flu" . St. John's was turned into a temporary home for convalescents, 

becoming St. John's Hospital, with a staff of six doctors, nine registered nurses, and a total of ninety-two patients. 

Twenty seminarians also served as attendants upon the sick. The seminary's period as a hospital lasted only a few 
Qreeks but proved to be of tremendous service to the community. 


The the 1920s were characterized by unprecedented construction on the seminary grounds. The north wing of 
Theology House was substantially enlarged around 1920; in 1925 a south wing (see photo, Fig.3 ) was added. 
Containing a dining hall, well equipped modern kitchen, heating plant, and a convent for the Sisters who attended to 
part of the work of the refectory, the new wing is a dignified addition to the late 19th century seminary. With walls 
decorated with Della Robbia rondels, the new dinning room was "in the best tradition of monastic refectories". 


In 1927, the Archbishop's House or Cardinal's Residence was constructed on the south side of the campus, 
at 2101 Commonwealth Avenue ( see photo, Fig.13 ). Designed by the important ecclesiastical architects Mc 
Ginnis and Walsh in the "Roman" Renaissance Revival style, funding for the mansion was provided by A. Paul Keith 
in memory of his mother Mrs. Mary Catherine Keith. In 1918, his father, Benjamin F. Keith bequeathed the 
Archdiocese more than two million dollars. According to Brighton historian William Marchione, " the Cardinal, who 
loved beautiful architecture, used the money to create a "Little Rome" on the hills of Brighton." Cardinal O'Connell 
reportedly "wished to leave to his successors a residence worthy of the head of so great a see." 


Works by Maginnis and Walsh for Boston area Catholic institutions include the Boston College complex (1909), the 
Church of St. Catherine of Genoa in Somerville (1909), Holy Cross College in Worcester, the Jesuit Novitiate in 
Weston, St. John's Church in North Cambridge and the Cenacle Convent in Brighton (1922). 


The Clergy Personnel/ Tribunal Building (see photo, Fig. 12 ) at1 Lake Street was designed by Desmond and 
Lord Architects, Boston. Constructed in 1928-1929 of yellow brick and limestone, it is designed in the Italian 
Renaissance Revival style. The Chancery Office was transferred to this building from Granby Street , Brookline, 
early in 1929. 


1928 , Cardinal O'Connell built the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception (see photo, Fig.9 _) into the 


iillside just to the south of the dining hall wing of Theology House. As originally intended, this 
limestone-constructed structure serves as the Cardinal's Mausoleum. (continued) 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


Ohassacnuserts HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 










Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton 
Property Name: St. John's Seminary Area 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, St. John's Seminary Area, continued 


A smaller building campaign conducted on St. John's campus between 1935-1940 resulted in the addition of a rebuilt 
class room building, gymnasium and a preparatory seminary. 


The Georgian Revival St.Williams Hall (see photo, Fig. 10 ) at 37 Lake Street occupies the site of an 1889 
class room building that was almost entirely rebuilt following a devastating fire on April 8, 1936. Erected atop a high 
elevation to the south west of Theology House, the original building, "Philosophy House was designed by Maginnis 
and Walsh. It was built to house class rooms and dormitory rooms by contractor Charles Logue. The east chapel is all 
that survives from the original J. H. Besarick-designed building. 


In 1937, the Georgian Revival Keith Gymnasium (see photo, Fig.11 ) was constructed on the east side of the 
great lawn. Erected in memory of Mrs. Mary Catherine Keith, this recreational facility was opened on March 21, 
1938.Constructed by Thomas O'Connor, contractor, the gymnasium was designed by Boston architect Maurice P. 
Mead 


St. Clement's Hall at210 Foster Street (see photo, Fig.14 ) was built in 1940 as a preparatory seminary, 
in which youths aspiring to the priesthood might carry on the studies of the first two years of college before entering 
he Philosophy department of the Major Seminary. 


During the 1950s, the modern, brick Peterson Hall (see photo, Fig.8 ) class room building was added to the 
east wall of Theology Hall.The first floor is used for administrative offices and the upper floors are lined with 
dormitory rooms. 


Also located on the campus are three c. 1960s modern office / class room buildings as well as a library on the west 
side of the great lawn at the center of the campus.The Chancery was built in 1962 by contractor E.H. Peabody. It 
was designed by Brockton architect Arthur R. Murphy. 


In 1960, at the height of enrollment at St. John's , 47 men were ordained as priests. Since the early 1960s the number 
of seminarians studying to be Catholic priests has dropped from about 7,000 down to 3,400. And the number of 
major seminaries has dropped from about 110 in the 1960s to 48 in 1995.Despite these statistics, St. John's Seminary 
is currently undergoing an ambitious renovation project at a cost of $12 million dollars. This work is being undertaken 
in anticipation of the consolidation of seminaries nation-wide.Under the leadership of Monsignor Timothy Moran, the 
current work is characterized "more along the lines of restoration rather than renovation." David Perry of David Perry 
Architects, Cambridge is the project's architect. Preliminary plans call for moving the main entrance and the 
administrative offices of the seminary from the 1950's style addition back to the seminary's original original front 
door,which is architecturally more appealing. 


Kathleen Howley notes in a Boston Globe article of September 30, 1995, that "the renovation and maintenance project 
will give the seminary the facilities it needs to continue on several new educational projects that have started or 
expanded in recent years." 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 


ee d QE oe 


“OV, ited 


—— 


— a —e ae te ey ee Cite ee TE: 7 


i 
eryA 

rel 

a's i‘ 
yt 

at 
“ 
¢ 
+f 
bey 
_ 
“ 
i 
4 

‘ - 


en tne ee 


nad 2 adel Je cats yinagorl 


io Vos, Dive! ” nolisvorin me s9iey nopsroleR 104 


bse rant Mat eloujrny cadie tne war isiave2 Ae sao ias poles 












































y din ume’) 
aottwind- aon A 4 





- 





ee ow 


‘ 


wolsd bounitens gnied 2 noatw onglt Yigingrn noveniesl § 


= 


Lasseter ys siiide Conacher r adol ie vitesse 


it mi Dotivess Ole -2EUL aoowied eugmus 2’ nibel 32 10 Sates aici guit iis 
| | Mealoe MoT G bie couieeney 13 «ac 


oO hen slel VER ( OF oft ofosiqn son) Mn HM canpillive 22 levine L, 
SING A oO oy S71 VSS | yuwolig’ | Jatt iy ts ohn yams saw ar neat 

; ¥ 22ucel VirOnety anid on wily NO Get soot! " ‘ohn TT Yo tasw sae i 
ij iy | #3 J we. e) fina mit ‘Tei fy | bev » ? NEKO} Aies,)*) £7 od +) ty greta 
; a Pus: ne * 

hile A Seneraeah-M avait J il.) ieareno sae 


» bakeries 3 Lh.gia .clonq soa) misizapeys) diied ievived a 

erred ; »! ~ ' y , use Nem ‘ ‘ fh : & n > trek’ 
* ./ #i ‘ope. hf] sentoer iy} > sah , ‘ ol ail VO ig bala ©) ia ; ola wd 

0 . 4 Dargie wow eyes nh AOfaewaAGg sou OO eapiog] ve. 


7 
ght rd - gin e th “4 , ofr} ry ? i¢ Sb oe 4 tx th { & 4 : 
} ‘OD te Seo ow ivast ohh to cee s Wh) WV niet teh b Moa ate 7 On alist Gk 2 


¥ en ih é 1a? Ione ’ , e is 130’ 


joo; Mp. (. Get .osetg gee) dish apeiatet Yond .niebom 
cA, 4 x? ii ft is SHG vewewinnod ] | heap af HLT jeu ws at tT jah a C 


7 a ¥ 

. ginhiivd ooo eaala i onilo iebom wes > S910) 91 ane 
f. ino vd ¢ i iiod caw-wasamael > oT Sead UY 10 SNS S ota ae 
niowM FA ‘qr Inalidas hones 1 
129 Mi Dom epi; 2a Dbatiieine saw oom VY), eacol 22 ten sunticag 10 

ly OPE a b OOS tuode aot boqqoib zed peat vitOKidG ot g 
allele wea! ogre <r eit oF ob athe 1 orth rah ELT ¢ ; dele: 

ri wrow 2ulT 2yelice noiilion STS to tHe Df es $ory noite yoaapE Ne 
fut yowreienol, 16 otdeaehesl na sobald sii rolten cobgaimee Ya noite 

bsg is 


somedas gion: of garvout wi lla endl pein ieee 
ene Te & yn ht of Deed aouibbs she i ¥) 


p f 
oe 
<< i < 

ey 


aD, 
gen po: 
* 


hin yids ev ae aril < év ML « OE Taderais® 10, 





iio 


ay 


AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, MA 02125 


Area Boundary 
Prepared June 17, 1995 





Community Property Address 


BeSion Ion. S1. Johan's Semunany 
Area Form No. 


Sie 


Neo No senna 
of grseTom 


@ Circled properties -- 
See attached photographs 





wihbA yhegort — - 
RIAU Sade fe Wine te-robiA 


4 troF 


a 
5 
; f 
i se é ed, ‘ 
bas 
> 
: <6 
i “<a 


— | > 
me le 
. 
( 4 sy, » ~ 
: : 
‘ 
! 
ra ’ o an 
j ’ 
ha , ' ‘ 
: *. 
t ue 
: 
\ ' 
\ ; 
i ‘ — 
\ * 
H a ee 
$ = : 
Ts a 
i 
Lt 
fo RY 2 
_ ¢ 
(4 4 
, ad 
’ 
| ee 
4 
’ 
‘ 
1 
/ 
one 
f ‘ » : 
. ye ‘ 
“ei 
ae 
‘ “| 4 7 
: 7 ee! 
Ame . & 
~f ee 4 
; ate 
i x 
\ 
¥ 
‘ 4 A " 
¢ “4 , 
Y ~ hom 
Mi ; “ 4 
_ one ah 
F yi Ce 
= 
« “Le J , 


—ae 


ere A CE UE a east 
a . 
_— 
‘ 
a 


St. John's Area | 
Allston/Brighton, Boston, Massachusetts 


2101 (incl) Commonwealth Avenue 
9 (incl) Lake Street 

37 (incl) Lake Street 

63 (incl) Lake Street 

127 (incl) Lake Street 

127 (incl) Lake Street 

127 (R) (incl) Lake Street 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission Communi | P 
80 Boylston Street ¥ ind oa 2d PSS: 
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Area FormNo 


National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


cay 
Check all that apply: 


L Individually eligible O Eligible only ina historic district 
CL) Contributing to a potential historic district { Potential historic district 


See Uw) A fT} Bo Un Cl UcOoUMmD 
Criteria Considerations: & A dd cela FH GIs aD teh 4 pel Dae Ue al Chali ad) a 


Statement of Significance by ward W. Gordo 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


St. John’s Seminary Area 


St. John’s Seminary ranks among the most architecturally significant institutional complexes in 
the Boston area It is akey component within Allston-Brighton’s fine collection of 19th and 20th 
century ecclesiastical buildings which constitute a “little Rome” in Boston. The main seminary 

- building, also called Theology House at 127 Lake Street was constructed between 1881 and 
1884 from designs provided by the South Boston-based architect J. H. Besarick. Situated on 50 
acres of wooded land, the St. John’s campus retains the ambiance of the 19th century Stanwood 
estate that preceded the seminary. Constructed of dark pudding stone quarried on the site and 
designed in a Norman Chateauesque style, St. John’s main, twin-towered building was modeled 
on the Seminary of St. Sulpice in Paris; Sulpician priests formed the first faculty charged with 
training priests.In addition to the main building , this campus encompasses a magnificent 
Romanesque-style Chapel that was built in 1898-1899 from designs provided by Maginnis, 
Walsh and Sullivan.The murals of the chapel’s walls and ceiling were painted by the Italian artist 
Gonippo Raggi in 1908-1909. St. John’s campus also includes a Georgian Revival Gymnasium 
designed by Maurice P. Meade in 1938, the Gothic Revival Tomb of Cardinal O’Connell, 
the Georgian Revival, yellow brick and puddingtone-constructed St. Williams Hall at 37 
Lake Street, designed by Maginnis and Walsh in 1937 and the Desmond and Lord -designed 
Renaissance Revival Clergy Personnel and Tribunal Building and the Maginnis and Walsh 
-designed Cardinal’s Residence as well as St. Clements Hall (1940) on the Foster Street 
side of the campus. This area meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 


EX 


eu architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 


e Upper Chestnut Hill area primarily encompasses apartment buildings built between the 1910s and 1940s. Indeed, 
this area possesses one of the finest collections of early to mid 20th century apartment buildings in the City of Boston. 
The Upper Chestnut Hill area, for the purposes of this survey, is bordered on its eastern and southern sides by the 
meandering path of Commonwealth Avenue.Its western and northern boundaries constitute a circuitous line that 
meanders from Greycliffe Road and 2051 Commonwealth Avenue, along the back lot lines of the apartment 
buildings bordering Commonwealth Avenue, turning easterly at 1999 Commonwealth Avenue and 43 South 
Street, to follow the back lot lines of South Street's apartment buildings. At South Street's intersection with Chestnut 
Hill Avenue, the boundary bends northward behind 213 to 225 Chestnut Hill Avenue, terminating at Chiswick 
Road and the north side wall of the First Parish Unitarian Church. The northwestern boundary jogs northward, across 
Chestnut Hill Avenue to include the apartment building at 152 to 164 Chestnut Hill Avenue, continuing easterly 
behind the apartment buildings numbered 129 to 153 Chiswick Street. Turning south at 129 Chiswick Street 
the eastern boundary includes 16 and 24 to 32 Sidlaw Road before returning Commonwealth Avenue. Properties 
bordering Commonwealth Avenue included in the eastern boundary include 1847 to 1875 Commonwealth 
Avenue. At this point, the southeastern boundary jogs around the modern high rise apartments at 1925 
Commonwealth avenue which stands on the triangular lot formed by Chestnut Hill and Commonwealth Avenues. The 
southern boundary includes the impressive succession of large, masonry apartment buildings between 1940 and 
2000 Commonwealth Avenue. Additionally this area's southern boundary includes Evergreen Cemetery 
which was set out in 1850 . (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 

community. 
Until the 1890s, The Upper Chestnut Hill area was a remote, rural region of rocky upland terrain and woodlands. The 
completion of nearby Beacon Street during the mid 1880s and subsequent introduction of the West End Street Railway 
over this thoroughfare effectively opened this area to development during the late 1880s and early 1890s, particularly in 
she Aberdeen section. In effect, Aberdeen 's development of large single family residences "spilled over" 

mmonwealth Avenue into Upper Chestnut Hill. Residences like the c.1890 stucco-covered Colonial Revival house at 

152 Strathmore Road (see photo, Fig.4 ) andthec.190012 South Street (see photo, Fig.12 ) attest to 
the considerable western extent of the Aberdeen section. More intensive construction in the form of large apartments 
followed the introduction of the electric streetcar to Commonwealth Avenue in 1909 and continued until World War IL. 
Although Commonwealth Avenue had been conceived by Frederick Law Olmsted as early as 1884, its construction did 
not get underway until 1892. This great boulevard's development lagged during the 1890s and early 1900s due to the 
financial Panic of 1893 , as well as the fact that so much house construction had already occurred along Beacon Street, 
in Brookline. The city of Boston was slow to landscape Commonwealth Avenue, never executing Olmsted's plan to lay 
out the segment of this great boulevard between Warren Street and Chestnut Hill Avenue as a winding roadway flanked 
by green spaces informally planted with trees. 


Chestnut Hill Avenue and South Street had been set out by at least 1830. The former was originally called Rockland 
Street, linking Brighton Center with western Brookline, while South Street provided farmers from Newton going to the 
Cattle Market in Brighton Center with a "back door" alternative to Washington street. South Street was mostly absorbed 
by Commonwealth Avenue when it was set out through southwestern Brighton during the early 1890s. Only the 
segment of South Street between Chestnut Hill Avenue and Commonwealth Avenue, is still extant to recall this early 
19th century country road. (continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES. [_] see continuation sheet 


Maps / Atlases-1830, 1852,1866,1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925 

Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 

Boston Landmarks Commission, Allston-Brighton Preservation Survey, 1978 

Goode, James M., A Century of Washington's Distinguished Apartment Buildings: Best Addresses(1988) 

Marchione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Aliston-Brighton, 1986 

Brighton Item-July 25, 1891, p.4, col 1, ""Great Improvements at Evergreen Cemetery" and Nov.7, 1891,p.1, "New 
ateway at Evergreen Cemetery" 
righton Item, Oct.15, 1932, p.1, cols. 6&7-"Dedication of New Home of American Legion" 


[Z] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission rio. stew x" | 
89 Boylston Street 
Qo, Massachusetts 02116 


Town Boston , Massachusetts 





Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 
Photograph 


(3” x3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 
Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 


buildings shown. Record film roll and negative ; 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left eS ee SE eee 


side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
- to continuation sheets. 


roll ae s Construction Dates or Period 1850-1940 


Overall Condition good-excellent 


Present Use Residential 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acreage_ago . DO aeeeS | 
Ss. Map Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) March , 1996 


(seo attache) wap? 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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Office of the Secretary, Boston 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description,Upper Chestnut Hill Area, continued 


The sub area of apartments in the Upper Chestnut Hill area is roughly bounded by Chestnut Hill Avenue and South 
Street, as far as Greycliffe Road on the west, Commonwealth Avenue on the south and east and Chiswick Road on the 
north. Approaching this area from the north along Chestnut Hill Avenue, the village-scale of Brighton Center, with its 
old wooden houses, many predating the Civil War, gradually gives way to large 20th century apartment buildings 
south of Chiswick Road. Situated at the northern edge of this area are the wood frame John F. Kennedy 
American Legion Post No.17 at 186 Chestnut Hill Avenue (see photo-Fig.1), formerly the c. 
mid-1890s Aberdeen School, andthe Unitarian First Church at 189 Chestnut Hill Avenue (see 
photo-Fig.2). The former building is a 1.5 story wood frame, half -timbered gable dominates the main facade and 
surmounts a tripartite window with 6/2/2 wood sash. On either side of this gable roofed ell are what were probably 
separate entrances for boys and girls dating from this structure's years as a school house. To the left of the gable, the 
open entrance porch with its high, shingle covered railings and Tuscan columns evidently represent the original porch 
treatments rather than those of the enclosed porch on the right. Still intact are the hip roof's slate shingles. 


Brie Unitarian First Church (see photo, Fig. 2), now The Center for the Study of Zen Martial Arts, 
across the street at 189 Chestnut Hill Avenue is a fine example an English Gothic Revival church. Built in 1895 
from designs provided by Cabot, Everett and Mead , this church is constructed of rock faced ledge stone. 
Characterized by a centrifugal plan-meaning its various components are spread out horizontally over its lot- its 
structural components include a square, castellated tower at the corner of Chiswick Road and Chestnut Hill Avenue. 
This tower projects from the northeast corner of the cross-shaped nave which exhibits gable roof transepts at the center 
of its east and west walls. Extending from the south wall of the nave are two 1.5 story wings. Projecting from the 
nave and linking the wings is a one story ell which is surmounted by a semi-circular apsidal component. Piercing its 
walls are pointed arch and square headed windows which are edged with vousoirs and rectangular stones, 
respectively. The great pointed arched stained glass windows of the transepts appear to be in good condition. The 
batten doors of the tower entrance exhibit Celtic Revival hardware of the type popularized by the great 
Brookline-based architect Henry Hobson Richardson. This church is remarkably intact, retaining its original siting, 
form, elements and materials including most of its slate shingles. 


Another non residential building not far from the church and legion post is the Alexander Hamilton Elementary 
School (1924) located at 198 Strathmore Road (see photo-Fig.3), corner of Chestnut Hill Avenue. 
Designed by Coolidge and Shattuck, this Georgian Revival rectangular red brick and cast stone-trimmed, 2.5 story 
structure follows the curving path of Strathmore Road. Built of "incombustible materials", the original building 
contained 16 rooms.At the center of the 17-bay curved Strathmore Road facade is the main entrance which is flanked 
by two groups of four windows. The front door is flanked by fluted Doric pilasters, surmounted by a semi-circular 
fan light ,which in turn, is topped by a segmental pediment interrupted at its center by an ornate medallion. Below the 
medallion are Roman Numerals signifying the school's date of construction:1924. Above the medallion is the circular 
seal of the City of Boston. (continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


@assacHUsETTs HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

Office of the Secretary, Boston 
Property Name: UPPER CHEST NYTHILL 
-EVS2 GRETA) ARSA 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Upper Chestnut Hill Area, continued. 


At the center of the narrow 7-bay Chestnut Hill Avenue facade is a projecting stair tower; the tower's western facade 
features a secondary entrance set within a handsome, molded cast stone, segmental arch enframement . 

The flat and bowed wall segments on either side of this stair tower feature a total of six basement windows with tall 
windows on the second floor of the bow while the flat wall ,to the left of the stair tower, is completely devoid of 
windows. The 22-bay southwest wall overlooks an asphalt paved playground . In general, windows are simply 
enframed, exhibiting simpler stone sills and no lintels. This building culminates in a molded metal cornice; its flat roof 
is surrounded by a low parapet.A four room addition, evidently representing the bowed, western segment, was built 
in 1926 by Michael A. Dyer. architect, at a cost of $ 43,311.22. In 1930, eight more rooms were added to the eastern 
end of the original building at a cost of $96,019.81 . George Nelson Jacobs designed the second addition; he was the 
same architect who designed the David L. Barrett School at 25 Travis Street (see MHC FormD# __). 


The Upper Chestnut Hill area might be viewed has having three distinctive residential sections: the area area bounded 
by Chiswick Road, Sidlaw Road, Commonwealth Avenue, and Chestnut Hill Avenue ; both sides of South Street; 
and both sides of Commonwealth Avenue between its intersection with Chestnut Hill Avenue and Evergreen Cemetery 
/Greycliffe Road. 


Ore first of the three areas is predominantly a quarter of large apartment buildings built between the World Wars, with 
a handful of large single and two-family residences. The residences of this sub area provide physical evidence of the 
building boom of single family houses which was part of the Aberdeen development of the 1890s. Particularly 
noteworthy examples of substantial residences in this sub area include the stucco-covered,Georgian Revival house at 
152 Strathmore Road (see photo - Fig.4). Built c.1890-1898, it is the most architecturally distinguished and 
intact of four houses bordering the south side of Strathmore Road (numbers 144 to 156 Strathmore Road).Essentially 
T-shaped in form, this house rises from a low brick basement to a two-floor attic which is sheltered by a massive, 
slate-shingle covered gambrel roof.Situated on a low, shrub-covered rise, a flight of concrete steps leads to its center 
entrance porch; this porch dominates the main facade, exhibiting Tuscan columns and an entablature which is 
continued over the tops of square flanking bays.The windows of the flanking bays, first floor of the end wall gables 
as well as the main facade's four dormers all display splaid, stepped and keystone lintels. Gable roofs enclose the 
center pair of dormers while the end dormers culminate in segmental arched roofs. 


260 -262 Chestnut Hill Avenue (see photo, Fig.5) was built c. 1910-1915 in the then popular Mission style. 
Essentially rectangular in form and covered with stucco, this house rises two stories from a ledge stone basement to a 
hip and intersecting gable roof. An open, full length porch runs across the three-bay main facade.The main facade 
culminates in a center wall dormer which exhibits a contiguous trio of arched and keystone windows; the center wall 
dormer, like those above the 5-bay side walls rises to a stepped and segmental arched parapet which hide the ridge 
roof from view. The roof is covered with red Mediterranean tiles. 


Turning to the architecturally distinguished apartment buildings in the first sub area, it should be noted that several 
streets in this area are lined with three- to -four- story apartments which constitute nearly continuous masonry walls 
which are rusticated, ornamented as well as smooth and, in terms of color, are characterized by red, yellow, and 
brown brickwork as well as gray stucco.The corridor-like effect of streets like Strathmore, Chiswick and Lothian 
belies the relatively small extent of this apartment house corridor. (continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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@sassacnuserrs HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA 
Property Name: Upper Chestnut Hill Area, | 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description, Upper Chestnut Hill Area, continued 


Further to the south east , at 153-155 Strathmore Road (see photo, Fig. 6 ) are apartments whose 
ornamentation represents a harmonious blend of the Classical Revival, Renaissance Revival, Georgian Revival and 
Neo Adamesque styles. It was built c. 1925 to 1930. Essentially rectangular in form with a shared interior court yard, 
these buildings are constructed of dark red brick with cast stone trim. Each building exhibits three bays with the fourth 
bays forming paired, recessed porches. The porches function visually as a center pavillion and relieve the horizontality 
of the overall facade via the vertical stacking of porches and brick porch piers. Apartments with porches that are such 
an integral part of the design as well as being a major amenity for apartment dwellers are more frequently found atop 
Corey Hill in the Summit-Kelton area. (see MHC form _). This duo's entrances are handsomely set off by shallow 
porticoes with fluted Corinthian capitals, molded entablatures and segmental pediments enframing curvilinear vine and 
leaf motifs.In general , 153-155 Strathmore Road's windows are tripartite with an upper sash containing 5 vertical 
panes over a single pane of glass in the lower sash.; the first and second floor windows are surmounted by long, 
narrow wedge shaped and key stoned lintels whose proportions take modern liberties with standard Georgian 
wedge-shaped or splaid lintel forms. Panels containing low relief Neo Adamesque swags ornament the solid brick 
railings of the porches.This building culminates in a dentilated cornice and low stepped parapet.; at the center of the 
parapet above the porches is an arched cast stone plaque containing an elaborately enframed medailion. 


@imitary, 247 - 249 Chestnut Hill Avenue (see photo, Fig.7 _) looks to architectural modes popular in 
England during the late 18th and early 19th centuries for inspiration. This property's narrow front yard is enclosed by 
a railing with turned, Georgian Revival style balusters interspersed between paneled plinths; this cast stone railing is 
an integral part of this building's exterior design and should be preserved for future generations of apartment dwellers. 
Before discussing this building's Georgian, Neo Adamesque and Regency Revival ornament it should be noted that 
this building possesses a form that might be described as interlocking I-shapes which together form a U-shaped 
building. Its side wings shelter a rear court yard. Rising to a height of five stories, its main facade features a four bay 
center wall segment which is flanked by projecting 4-bay principle entrance pavilions. The far wall segments of this 
facade are two bays in width and are edged with white cast stone quoins which also ornament the corners of floors 
three through five of the pavilions. Instead of quoins, the corners of the pavilions’ first and second floors are edged 
with Corinthian pilasters. Countering the verticality of the pilasters and quoins is the molded entablature which 
separates the lower two floors from the upper three. In general, windows contain 6/1 wood sash. The first floor 
windows are surmounted by solid, Neo Adamesque fans which are accented by corner and key stones. More 
Georgian Revival lintel treatments are evident in the soldier brick and cast stone key stones of the second and fourth 
floor windows. The second floor lintels are flush with the entablature while those of the fourth floor have cornice 
headed bars. The main entrances open on to shallow porches that strike a decidedly Regency by way of Sir John 
Soane note with slender paired Tuscan columns supporting a massive, planar entablature which culminates in a 
molded cornice. 


Further to the southeast on Chestnut Hill Avenue, the 4.5 story Georgian Revival 286 and 288 Chestnut Hill 
Avenue (see photo, Fig 8 ) presents a considerable expanse of planar masonry wall featuring 16 -bays with the 
sixth and 11th bays treated as double windows above the main entrances. It was built c. 1925-1930 to house 24 and 
25 apartments, respectively. Constructed of red brick with cast stone trim utilized for the basement's facing, entrance 
porches, lintel keystones, fourth floor continuous sill course, molded cornice and ornamental parapet panels. 
Particularly noteworthy are the shallow entrance porticoes which exhibit Tuscan columns, molded entablatures and 

Q:gmental pediments containing vine and leaf forms sculpted in low relief. The front doors are flanked by multi -pane 
sidelights and transoms. (continued) 
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Allston-Brighton, MA | | 
Property Name: Upper Chestnut Hill Area, 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Upper Chestnut Hill Area, continued 


An open entrance to the basement at the far eastern end of the main facade is protected by a well rendered iron screen 
consisting of downward pointing vertical arrows with a circular, floral form at its center-this feature is an integral part 
of the original design and should be preserved and maintained. 


A group of apartments which literally and figuratively serve as a "lead -in" to the historic buildings of South Street are 
the similarly rendered multi-family residences at 213 -225 Chestnut Hill Avenue and 5-15 South Street 

(see photo-fig.9 and 10 ). In terms of design, these buildings are little more than competently executed; siting and 
form are factors which account for the significance of these red brick and cast stone trimmed Georgian Revival 
apartment buildings. This group follows the great bend in Chestnut Hill Avenue as its turns eastward and intersects 
with South Street. The undulating rhythm of its three story polygonal bays leads the eye northward along the bend to 
the distinctive, towered form of the First Unitarian Church. Looking toward the southwest, the "march" of polygonal 
bays provides an introduction to the more architecturally distinguished apartment buildings of South Street.This group 
exhibits rusticated cast stone pilasters and swans neck scroll pediments; the scrolls flank a well-rendered flaming 
torch.Countering the protecting forms of the three -story polygonal bays are the deeply recessed, stacked porches. 


he apartments numbered 19,23,31,35 and 39-43 South Street continue the rhythmic repetition of bays 

vident in 213-225 Chestnut Hill Avenue.Built between 1910-1915,19, 23 and 31 South Street are 
characterized by similar form but different stylistic treatments. All three of these buildings are U-shaped in form with 
main facades exhibiting recessed entrance bays and projecting flanking wings.Georgian Revival and Tudoresque 
window enframements enliven the 10-bay main facades of 19 and 31 South Street while more restrained Georgian 
Revival splaid lintels appear above the windows of 23 South street. 35 South Street (see photo, Fig.11 ) isa 
U-shaped three story brick apartment noteworthy for the massing of its main facade. Displaying a recessed 4-bay 
entrance facade flanked by shallow, projecting one-bay wings, this building's first and second floor windows exhibit 
ornate enframements including Gibbsian surrounds on the first floor and lintels shouldered in the Classical Revival 
manner on the second floor 


The southeast side of South Street is characterized by Queen Anne and Colonial Revival single family residences of 
considerable substance and style including 229-23 1,235-237, and 239-241 Chestnut Hill Avenue, as well as 
6-8,12,16 and 20 South Street. Itis 12 South Street (see photo- Fig.12 ) that is the most architecturally 
distinguished residence within this inverted V-shaped configuration of residences. Built c. 1900-1908, this property 
retains its original semi-circular driveway. This three- bay, double pile clapboard clad Colonial Revival residence is 
essentially T-shaped in form.Rising two stories from a low rubble stone basement to a gable roof, this building's main 
facade is dominated by a front porch with monumental fluted ionic columns which support a pedimented attic. 
Accented by dentils and modillion blocks, the pediment contains a lunette window with molded edges, small key stone 
and sunburst tracery. The porch also features monumental fluted pilasters on either side of the entrance.The windows 
and center entrance of the main facade are formally enframed in a manner that blends High Georgian and Federal 
elements. For example,the front door is flanked by narrow side lights and Doric pilasters. A bolection molding has 
béen applied to the center of denticulated entablature. Rising from the center of the entablature is a pediment which is 
accented by dentils and shelters vine and leaf motifs. Above the center entance is a handsome Palladian window whose 
arch interrupts the continuous frieze board.The entrance's denticulated pediment is echoed in the lintel treatments of the 
windows flanking the entrance porch. The main facade's second floor windows are simply enframed, in marked 
Qoutrast to the profuse ornament of this building's South Street facade. (continued) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Upper Chestnut Hill Area, continued 


The third sub area of Upper Chestnut Hill/Evergreen is the segment of Commonwealth Avenue between Chestnut Hill 
Avenue and Evergreen Cemetery/Greycliffe Road. Few, if any, apartment -lined thoroughfares in Boston can match 
these streetscapes in terms of quality of design , variety of architectural styles as well as structural form.Situated just 
over the border from Newton, this "stretch" of Commonwealth Avenue provides a dramatic, memorable introduction 
to the city of Boston. This "gate way" to the city manages to have it both ways, effectively blending a decidedly urban 
streetscape of large masonry apartment blocks with a suburban, verging on rural sensibility created by the extensive 
green spaces of Evergreen Cemetery to the west, the campus of St. John's Seminary to the north and the Chestnut Hill 
Reservoir's park land to the south. 


Beginning at the eastern , Chestnut Hill -end of Commonwealth Avenue and progressing westward to Evergreen 
Cemetery and St. John's Seminary, the first architecturally significant building is 1940-1950 Commonwealth 
Avenue (see photo-Fig. 13 ). Built c.1917-1924, this building is composed of 1940's U-shaped form which is 
contiguous with 1950's I-shaped form; together they form a rectangular building with a center court yard. This 56 
unit, 6-story building's main elevation exhibits a shallow, recessed, 6-bay entrance facade flanked by 5-bay wings for 
a total of 16 bays. Its first two floors are covered with cast stone while its upper floor are constructed of tan brick. 
Blending elements of the Georgian Revival and Neo Adamesque styles, most of this building's surface ornamentation 
» located on the cast stone-faced first and second floors of the building, in other words at street level. 1940-1950 is 
one of the very few apartments in Allston-Brighton where the entrance is located below the grade of the street. The 
entrance is recessed behind a shallow portico exhibiting monumental fluted Egyptian Revival columns and 
pilasters. These columns and pilasters support an entablature that runs the entire length of the main facade, featuring 
dentils and Neo Adamesque oval ornament . Rising from the top of the entrance bay segment of this building are six 
free standing urns. Calling attention to this "drop" in grade are Georgian Revival railings flanking the entrance to a 
stairway which descends to entrances separated by two window bays. The entrances are flanked by colonettes and 
surmounted by broken pediments with center urns- on- plinths rendered in high sculptural relief. The windows of the 
ground floor are set within arches exhibiting console key stones with solid fan ornamentation exhibiting Neo 
Adamesque floral petal motifs. Above the pair of ground floor windows located between the main entrances is a 
"cameo" consisting of a low relief sculptural profile of a woman, set within an oval enframent; the oval is flanked by 
swag and ribbon motifs.The upper floor are largely devoid of ornamentation with the noteworthy exception of the 
middle bays of the fifth and sixth floors of the flanking wings. These windows are set off by paired and engaged 
Egyptian Revival columns which rise from behind balconies projecting from the fifth floor 's center bays. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 


(ase. YOITAUYT 


RE OT ENG 


‘vitanoimed | \ 
neidyml-normitaA 


A He ed 


ViCtZaMAcy > 


“8. 



















LASTROT EIB < PAM Ys vie) 
qoreoF eunervsé A 


abe iS ; : Ys Py sqarr4 
| | F 
ae, oe meeerrenr em: Deurincre RT et Hoey re CwiNTIgV Hi ne array ; 
bepatinus .aotA HA Weries) woul aeiqinioewt 
loons fileswaerainn? Io neniass off a asi GGA Auto 2 me 70 Sa 
suet of) bent inereide yar 2 arr haat 2 eA A MSETR " 
eriotryt ag } . sia ysitdom TO VISE , ithinol 411 atl 10 } thas i 2% 
wi breve paoy/ wenoritteo) lo “doles zit adwsA quort : 
itor : yry 7) vi ‘(ae t uF p } aT {oF Md 
. > dru oF reniay peceencn hwoich tepacrrreery abun: “ite 
ry 
ns dtton aly of nae 20 . rests ort! oil (who Reso ae 
duoe ae as one 4 
rhe 9 f. iP ti i wet) 
, ith ny . iti fe, of ait 
j ivy : { + ¥ Itil- E0703 se | 2 
’ = ey - 
gt t . v1. wolinite & SIGS (OT VIS TUE @ eee 
: ul A jane pirw bewsvoo sie 27600) en reat cae: f 
ik A carrer) WZ 
¢| 52 Di it booerl- ssh 
' ) bay) dis bot -noreiLA ei cient 
ikea bet re dxs Ovinos wolledz s buutste 
, f ce ‘fj ~3 2 72Rh0 Hake 
, it ans ; A. nenrmsme ieve supe 
. i cer 1 . ad oJ motesin gail. 
5 ’ * 1 | : iw) VG bole Ue 2; oneias Gi 2b 
tr ud init tn im taee? ctw elenntbesg § 
Tet : : SOeniog Biv AQ ott yis iW 
; vor lo thea “adi evod Ay ean Eee y Ae 
1 as MLW Jbamow 2 lo siren Srigaagiase s Yoits 7 wol 6 to 
i iiw aolistasamd to bicv sb x! tte wah oat wages acl 2 is 
: ke 3 iT -coiw novinelt ont jo etoon tide bas ae 
) ' hog 2ainoDlec rg tie Mit 320 doittw i 


= | tus 


eee apes ed. ol atch ’D 





INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


@ ys assactuserrs HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton 


Property Name: Upper Chestnut Hill 
Area 






Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Upper Chestnut Hill Area, continued 


Next door to 1940 and 1950 Commonwealth Avenue is 1960/1970/1980 Commonwealth Avenue (see 
photos, Figs.14, 15  ), a large , orange brick building that represents a startling departure in terms of style of 
ornament and fenestration from the majority of apartment buildings in Allston-Brighton apartment building areas. 
Designed in the Art Deco style, each of these identically rendered , T-shaped buildings features a 6-bay center 
entrance pavilion with three -bay wings. The stream lined, stylized Art Deco surface ornamentation is self -consciously 
modern in contrast with the traditional ornamental motifs derived from the various stylistic manifestations of Classical 
Greek and Roman architecture.Overlooking a narrow, shrub-dotted lawn, the main entrances are flanked by curved 
and fluted forms that look like engaged columns. Outer entrance enframements consist of rock-faced, rusticated 
granite "pilasters" and a broad "lintel" which exhibits Art Deco vine, leaf and floral forms carved in low relief which 
recall the decorative motifs of ancient , Mayan temples in Mexico. Rising from the center of each doorway are three 
vertical courses of angled bricks, which culminate in tripartite, arrow-like forms; these cast stone "arrows" ornament 
the parapets above and on either side of the entrance bay's paired, center windows. Also contributing to the Deco 
stream lined "look " are the multi-pane casement windows of this building, particularly the large windows at the 
corners of the center pavilions. 


The Reservoir Gardens Apartments at 1982-1992 Commonwealth Avenue (see _photos,Figs.16,17), 

an apartment complex complex that clearly illustrates an architect and/or developer's sensitivities to quality of life 
issues. Designed by S.S. Eisenberg between c.1920-1925, it consists of two E-shaped, red brick and cast stone, 
three-story buildings (the western most building possessing an inverted E-shaped configuration), Bordering a center 
court yard, t open to both the avenue and the Chestnut Hill Reservoir's park land, this open court yard plan represents 
an extension of the park land via landscaped borders and a center, circular "island". The interruption in 1982-1992's 
expanse of masonry wall , the charm of the court yard's intimate space along with the comparatively low-scaled, 
three-story height of these buildings minimizes the overwhelming sense of numerous families and individuals living 
within an apartment complex.Six of the eight entrances open on to the court yard and possess entrance enframements 
that promote a sense of a half dozen single family residences grouped around a charming square. Each of the court 
yard's entrances are reached via a short flight of steps bordered by iron railings; each door is set within an arch and 
enframed by engaged Tuscan columns which support molded pediments. The 8-bay main facade's flanking the court 
yard entrance are highly symmetrical with Georgian Revival ornamentation limited to the center entrance bay, splaid 
and key stoned- window lintels and modillion block cornice. Front doors open on to shallow Tuscan columned 
porticoes which display denticulated entablatures and broken pediments .The second and third floor stairhalls above 
the entrance are lit by standard size and large, arch shaped windows, respectively. These windows are enframed by 
rusticated cast stone and Doric pilasters which culminate in a pediment with returns. On either side of the pediments' 
apex are circular cast stone ornament edged with header bricks.The Reservoir Apartments rank among the best 
examples of "court yard" apartment design in Boston dating from the first quarter of the 20th century. More typically, 
court yard apartments are large multi-family buildings with a recessed main facade, flanked by wings; this type of 
court yard apartment lacks the privacy and charm of a partially enclosed court yard apartment building. 
The south side of Commonwealth Avenue also includes two architecturally significant, early 20th century single 
family residences. Constructed between 1900-1909, the rectangular, 2.5-story stucco-covered and hip roof -enclosed 
Spanish Colonial Revival house at 1954 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.18_) is set back from the 
street facing an ample lawn. Projecting from the 3-bay main facade is an open entrance porch with thick, tapered 

osts. Sheltering a driveway on the west side of the house is a stucco parged porte cochere. At the rear of this 
roperty is an identically rendered carriage house. (continued) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Upper Chestnut Hill Area, continued 


Prominently sited on a corner lot,the c. 1895-1898 red brick Georgian Revival residence at 2018 Commonwealth 
Avenue (see photo, Fig. 19 ) exhibits a handsome front porch which projects from its symmetrical 5-bay main 
facade.Possessing an L-shaped form, its main block is enclosed by a hip roof. Ranged across the main elevation's 
slate shingle-sheathed roof slope are three pedimented dormers. Projecting from the center of the main facade is a 
handsome Tuscan columned entrance porch. These columns support a flat porch roof with a heavy entablature 
exhibiting triglyphs and gutae. 


Architecturally noteworthy apartments on the north side of Commonwealth Avenue between Chestnut Hill Avenue and 
Gerald Road include the E-shaped, 6 -story apartments at 1999-2003 Commonwealth Avenue (see _ photo, 
Fig. 20 ).Built in 1928 from designs provided by apartment specialists Silvermam and Brown , this complex is 
grouped around a landscaped court yard open to the street. This Neo Classical / Neo Adamesque complex was erected 
to house 126 families. The dark red brick of the upper five stories is effectively contrasted with the light gray cast 
stone of the lower two floors. Each of this complex's three buildings features a center entrance which is set within a 
graceful arch flanked by paired monumental Corinthian columns. These columns support a swag-ornamented 
entablature. Other noteworthy Neo Adamesque treatments include the cast stone "fan lights" of the first floor windows 

hich exhibit a delicate sun burst motif rendered in low relief , illustrating that in the nght hands, cast stone can be 

anipulated to achieve finely detailed ornamentation. Next door, to the west, is an apartment complex exhibiting Neo 
Classical elements at 2005 -2025 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.21 ). Constructed of orange brick 
with cast stone trimmings, this complex encompasses six interlocking T-shaped, three-story structures with five 
rear court yards. Built in 1924, from designs provided by S.S. Eisenberg, each of these buildings was erected to 
house 3-families. The main facades of these 6 buildings are treated as a progression of narrow, square bays with a 
tripartite window on each floor and recessed 4-bay entrance facades . The paired entrances are reached via low flights 
of concrete "stoops". Few Allston-Brighton apartments can match this group for handsome front doors and 
enframements. Each of the doors is flanked by wide, paneled Doric pilasters . springing from these pilasters are solid 
"fan lights" containing ribbon and swag ornamentation.Large Renaissance Revival console key stones appear at the 
center of each arch. These buildings culminate in low parapets with cast stone urns at each corner. 


The Art Deco apartments at 2045-2047 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.22 ) were designed by 
Silverman Brown and Heenan in 1926.. This V-shaped, 4-story brown brick building 's east wall borders Gerald 
Road. This building's main facade is treated as a series of 11 vertical piers ranged across a 10-bay main facade.The 
three center bays are treated as a center pavilion and is set apart from its "wings" by four light gray cast stone piers 
which contrast with the dark brown brick of these other stream-lined elements. 


Providing a fine introduction to the apartment buildings of Commonwealth Avenue, to the west ,is 2051 
Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig. 23 ). Overlooking Evergreen Cemetery, this rectangular building is 
constructed of dark red brick with light gray cast stone trimmings .Rising to a height of four stories, its Georgian 
Revival Design was provided by Boston architect Henry J. Kennedy in 1928. Featuring a highly symmetrical 5-bay 
main facade , this building's center entrance opens on to a shallow front porch set off by paired Ionic columns 
supporting a molded entablature. The entablature, in turn, supports a turned, cast stone porch railing. Opening on to 
this porch is an arched window set within elaborate enframements, including clustered Corinthian pilasters and a 
swans neck scroll pediment .In general,windows exhibit wedge shaped lintels with corner- and -key stones.(cont'd) 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Upper Chestnut Hill-Evergreen Area, continued 


By the early 19th century, Brighton had out grown the half-acre Market Street burial Ground. In 1850, the hilly, 
wooded terrain known as Aspinwall Woods , at the southwest corner of this area, was deemed suitably picturesque 
by Brighton's town fathers for a cemetery. The Reverend Frederick Augustus Whitney gave the 1850 dedicatory 
sermon. Evergreen Cemetery (see photo, Fig. 24) is characterized by winding paths and drives set out to 
respect the peculiarities of the landscape. Over time, the cemetery has acquired a fine collection of mid -to- late -19th 
century memorials and markers composed of granite, marble, limestone, and sandstone. The original plan of 
Evergreen Cemetery called for a chapel at the center of the cemetery; instead, a Civil War monument occupies this 
site. Interestingly, this cemetery's Mount Auburn-like meandering path system is not original to 1850. A Brighton 
Item article dated November 7, 1891 notes that the cemetery 's original path pattern was "cut up by a number of 
avenues crossing each other at right angles." In 1891, the "rural park plan" was adopted at Evergreen Cemetery. 
Cemetery Superintendent Ross is credited with the new plan which "provides access to the various lots by winding 
avenues and numerous gravel paths. The one gravel avenue that breaks the green and even surface is 12’ in width and 
enters the easterly avenue. It follows a graceful curve and in its course encloses a plot of some extent." During the 
summer of 1891, "the cemetery's walks and avenues were regraded with a liberal supply of binding gravel and 
top-laid Mount Benedict red gravel". 


3, June, 1891, work began on the present Evergreen Cemetery Gateway (see photo, Fig.2% ) which was 
built by local resident L.W. Ross from designs provided by city of Boston architect Edwin March Wheelwright.The 
design for the gateway was based on a gateway in St. Romain , France. Constructed entirely of natural stone, with the 
exception of the thatched roof,the stones were selected by Superintendent Ross, and laid by contractor Alexander Mc 
Murty. The foundations are composed of a concrete made of hydraulic cement and gravel. Additionally, "a four foot 
high ,galvanized steel wire fence was erected along the Commonwealth avenue edge of the property. The rustic, Stick 
Style Evergreen Cemetery Administration Building (see photo, Fig. 23 ) may have been built at the time 
of the other 1891 improvements.The early 1890s upgrading of the cemetery was probably related to the construction 
of Commonwealth Avenue during this period. The early 19th century road known as South Street was absorbed 
within the wide road way of the avenue. 


The oldest thoroughfares in this area are Rockland Street (Chestnut Hill Avenue) and South Street. 

Dating from at least the early 19th century, these unpaved ways were formally laid out in 1840. Rockland Street 
extended southeastward from Brighton Center to the Brookline town line. Renamed Chestnut Hill Avenue in 1879, 
Rockland was an appropriate name for a thoroughfare that meandered through rocky, ledgy terrain. South Street , was 
the "back door" to Brighton from Newton. Only the segment of South street between Chestnut Hill and 
Commonwealth Avenue survives; the rest of this street was absorbed into Commonwealth Avenue, between 
1890-1895. 


Although several houses lined the south side of South Street (Commonwealth Avenue) during the late 19th century 
and the Rebecca Brown farm house was located at the northeast corner of South and Foster streets, this area remained 
sparsely populated until as late as the 1910s. Although the late 1860s construction of the the Chestnut Hill Reservoir, 
just to the south of Upper Chestnut Hill, called attention to this area, the presence of slaughter houses in the area 
deterred extensive house construction. The consolidation of the slaughter houses at the Abbatoir in North Brighton, 
on Upper Chestnut Hill to real estate developers. (continued) 
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Architectural Description, Upper Chestnut Hill Area, continued 


Also noteworthy is the V-shaped group of Classical Revival/Georgian Revival buildings at the corner of Lothian and 
Strathmore Roads. The best place to view 2 - 6 Lothian Road and 183-187 Strathmore Road (see photo, 
Fig.27 _) is to approach this group from the southeast along Strathmore Road. At the Strathmore/Lothian corner a 
bowed, Tuscan columned entrance portico links 2 Lothian Road and 183 Strathmore Road. Because of a decrease in 
grade from Strathmore Road to Lothian Road, the building numbered 183 Strathmore Road is about a foot taller than 2 
Lothian Road resulting in one bowed corner being taller than the other and an odd, but not unpleasing interruption of 
the molded metal cornices due to the slight disparity in height between the "twin " buildings. Despite the presence of 
the main facade's corner bow fronts there are four polygonal bays bordering Lothian Road and four bows along 
Strathmore. These buildings walls' feature chastely rendered ornamentation including a continuous cast stone belt 
course between the basement and first floor as well splaid key stone lintels, and continuous third floor sill courses. 


Next door to 183-187 Strathmore Road, to the west is a handsome Georgian Revival tan brick, essentially rectangular 
apartment at 193 Strathmore Road (see photo-Fig, 28). At each end of the 7-bay main facade are 4.5 story 
polygonal bays .Its center, first and second floor entrance bays are unusually ornate, even by the standards of this area 
of well-detailed apartment buildings. Built between 1917 and 1924, this tan brick building's main entrance is ornately 
enframed by fluted and banded cast stone Corinthian columns which support an entablature with a modillion block 

Dornice the front door is flanked by side lights and surmounted by a segmental arch and tripartite transom, all 
enframed in walnut woodwork. The entrance's cornice supports a well-executed balustrade. opening on to the 
balustrade are a pair of windows with stepped and shouldered enframements which are enlivened by low relief floral, 
vegetal and shield-like forms arrayed within a vertical cast stone panel separating the windows Above the windows is 
a tiger's head and swags sculpted in high relief. This building rises from a high, rusticated cast stone basement four 
stories to a low stepped and arched parapet. The first floor's brickwork has a rusticated appearance. Window lintels 
are characterized by simple bars, splaid and console keystones, splaid and plain keystones on the first , second, and 
third floors, respectively. The fourth floor windows are surmounted by continuous lintel courses. 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Upper Chestnut Hill/Evergreen Area, continued 


By the early 19th century, Brighton had out grown the half-acre Market Street burial Ground. In 1850, the hilly, 
wooded terrain known as Aspinwall Woods , at the southwest corner of this area, was deemed suitably picturesque 
by Brighton's town fathers for a cemetery. The Reverend Frederick Augustus Whitney gave the 1850 dedicatory 
sermon. Evergreen Cemetery (see photo, Fig. 24) is characterized by winding paths and drives set out to 
respect the peculiarities of the landscape. Over time, the cemetery has acquired a fine collection of mid -to- late -19th 
century memorials and markers composed of granite, marble, limestone, and sandstone. The original plan of 
Evergreen Cemetery called for a chapel at the center of the cemetery; instead, a Civil War monument occupies this 
site. Interestingly, this cemetery's Mount Auburn-like meandering path system is not original to 1850. A Brighton 
Item article dated November 7, 1891 notes that the cemetery 's original path pattern was "cut up by a number of 
avenues crossing each other at right angles." In 1891, the "rural park plan" was adopted at Evergreen Cemetery. 
Cemetery Superintendent Ross is credited with the new plan which "provides access to the various lots by winding 
avenues and numerous gravel paths. The one gravel avenue that breaks the green and even surface is 12' in width and 
enters the easterly avenue. It follows a graceful curve and in its course encloses a plot of some extent." During the 
summer of 1891, "the cemetery's walks and avenues were regraded with a liberal supply of binding gravel and 
top-laid Mount Benedict red gravel". 


eo June,1891, work began on the present Evergreen Cemetery Gateway (see photo, Fig.22 ) which was 

uilt by local resident L.W. Ross from designs provided by city of Boston architect Edwin March Wheelwright.The 
design for the gateway was based on a gateway in St. Romain , France. Constructed entirely of natural stone, with the 
exception of the thatched roof,the stones were selected by Superintendent Ross, and laid by contractor Alexander Mc 
Murty. The foundations are composed of a concrete made of hydraulic cement and gravel. Additionally, "a four foot 
high ,galvanized steel wire fence was erected along the Commonwealth avenue edge of the property. The rustic, Stick 
Style Evergreen Cemetery Administration Building (see photo, Fig. 23 ) may have been built at the time 
of the other 1891 improvements.The early 1890s upgrading of the cemetery was probably related to the construction 
of Commonwealth Avenue during this period. The early 19th century road known as South Street was absorbed 
within the wide road way of the avenue. 


The oldest thoroughfares in this area are Rockland Street (Chestnut Hill Avenue) and South Street. 

Dating from at least the early 19th century, these unpaved ways were formally laid out in 1840. Rockland Street 
extended southeastward from Brighton Center to the Brookline town line. Renamed Chestnut Hill Avenue in 1879, 
Rockland was an appropriate name for a thoroughfare that meandered through rocky, ledgy terrain. South Street , was 
the "back door" to Brighton from Newton. Only the segment of South street between Chestnut Hill and 
Commonwealth Avenue survives; the rest of this street was absorbed into Commonwealth Avenue, between 
1890-1895. 


Although several houses lined the south side of South Street (Commonwealth Avenue) during the late 19th century 
and the Rebecca Brown farm house was located at the northeast corner of South and Foster streets, this area remained 
sparsely populated until as late as the 1910s. Although the late 1860s construction of the the Chestnut Hill Reservoir, 
just to the south of Upper Chestnut Hill, called attention to this area, the presence of slaughter houses in the area 
deterred extensive house construction. The consolidation of the slaughter houses at the Abbatoir in North Brighton, 
opened Upper Chestnut Hill to real estate developers. (continued) 
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Historical Narrative, Upper Chestnut Hill- Evergreen Area, continued 


The section of this area circumscribed by Commonwealth Avenue, Chestnut Hill Avenue and Chiswick Road 
represents the western -most extent of the Aberdeen area. During the mid 1880s, winding roads with Scottish and 
English names were cut through Aberdeen's ledgy, wooded terrain . Approximately two thirds of this area was located 
between Commonwealth Avenue in Brighton and Beacon Street, Brookline. Throughout this area, Medieval and 
Colonial Revival houses were built during the period 1885-1900 for the families of professional men who commuted 
to work in downtown Boston . Beginning in 1887, West End Railway streetcars operated on Beacon Street, between 
Kenmore Square and Cleveland Circle. That only a few houses were built in the Upper Chestnut Hill/Evergreen 
during this period is not surprising given this area's distance from Beacon Street. Although Commonwealth Avenue 
was set set out along the southeastern edge of this area during the early 1890s, it wasn't until the introduction of the 
electric streetcar railway to the avenue in 1909 that a second wave of residential construction began. Originally called 
Massachusetts Avenue, Commonwealth Avenue was part of the great American landscape architect Frederick Law 
Olmsted's Chestnut Hill loop. Conceived as early as 1884, Commonwealth Avenue was linked with Beacon Street via 
Chestnut Hill Avenue. 


Among the early houses in Upper Chestnut from the 1885-1890 period is the stucco parged Colonial Revival house at 
152 Strathmore Road (see photo, Fig.4 ). Designed by and for Boston architect Frederick W. Copeland, its 

@ Ocation on the Boston Building's Department permit reads "Aberdeen". Later owners included Nelly F. Crowell 
(early 1900s) and Mary E. Stanton (1920s and '30s). The imposing red brick Colonial Revival mansion at 2018 
Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.19 ) was built c. 1895-1899 from designs provided by Edwin J. 
Lewis Jr., a Dorchester resident with offices on Park Street, Boston. Lewis was responsible for many ornate 
single-family houses in the Ashmont and Ashmont Hill sections of Dorchester. One of Lewis' residential design 
triumphs was the Jacobethan Revival Peabody Apartment building, 195 Ashmont Street Dorchester at Peabody 
Square. 2018 Commonwealth Avenue was the residence of the Nathaniel B.Doggett family from the late 1890s until at 
least 1930. The wooden Colonial revival mansion at 12 South Street (see photo, Fig.12 ) was constructed in 
1900 for Edgar F. Billings, president of Billings, Clapp and Co., "mfg. chemists, 404 Atlantic Avenue, Boston". 
Billings’ widow Isabelle is listed at this address until at least the early 1930s. Set back facing a relatively ample lawn, 
the c, 1910-1915 stucco parged, Spanish Colonial Revival house at 1954 Commonwealth Avenue (see 
photo, Fig.18) illustrates one of the last single -family houses built in this area before the apartment house 
construction boom of the 1910s.It was built for Erastus C. Garfield who had previously lived on St. Botolph Street in 
Boston and worked at 40 India Wharf. By 1925, Elmer E. Gray, president of the E. Gray Corporation and Gray 
Realty Company as well as chief executive of the Blackstone Savings Bank lived here until at least the early 1930s. 


The construction of a church and a public school is one measure of the vitality and solidity of a new residential 
community. Representing the work of Boston architects Cabot, Everett and Mead, the Gothic Revival First 
Unitarian Church was built between 1895-189 at 189 Chestnut Hill Avenue (see photo, Fig.2 ). Built of 
local ledge stone with seam faced granite corners and window jams, the new church was a descendant of Brighton's 
First Congregational Church of 1737. Its lot had been part of the William Warren heirs landholdings. This church 
contained Sunday School rooms, two parlors, a kitchen, pastor's study and an auditorium with seating for 375 
parishioners. In recent years this church has been adapted for reuse as the Buddhist Karate Zen Sword Center. 


The wooden c. 1895-1899 Aberdeen School at 186 Chestnut Hill Avenue (see photo, Fig.1 ) survives 
» provide evidence of Brighton's late 19th century commitment to public education. Presently the headquarters of the 
~ #J.F.K. Memorial Post #17, this structure was erected c. 1895-1899. The Aberdeen School was vacated during 
the late 1920s upon the completion of the Alexander Hamilton School at 198 Strathmore Road. In October, 
1932, the old wooden school was recycled as American Legion headquarters.(continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Oi risens HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form: No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA 
Property Name: Upper Chestnut Hill Area 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Upper Chestnut Hill Area, continued 


The altering of the 1890s school building was undertaken by Legionnaires John Kelly and George Delaney and 
included the creation of a Memorial Room. Displaying photographs of local soldiers who died in World War I,the 
Memorial Room was the only room open to the general public on a regular basis. 


The Alexander Hamilton Elementary School at 198 Strathmore Road (see photo, Fig.3), the 
successor to the Aberdeen School was designed by the Boston architectural firm of Coolidge and Shattuck in 1924. 
During the 1870s, the school's land was part of the Stephen Brooks house lot.; Brooks was a butcher at the Abbatoir. 
By 1885, the Brooks was no longer extant and this parcel was part of cattleman James a. Hathaway's extensive 
holdings. During the 1890s the brick residence of Andrew Morton was built on the eastern part of the school's land. 
Andrew m. Morton was the president of the Andrew Morton Co., steam and gas fitters, 25 Washington Street and 85 
Friend Street, Boston.The Morton house was demolished during the early 1920s. 


During the 1910-1940 period, some of the largest and most attractively massed and designed apartment houses in 
Boston were built in this area, particularly along the segment of Commonwealth Avenue between Chestnut Hill 
Avenue and Greycliffe Road. The first authentic apartment house in the United States was the Hotel Pelham, 
constructed in 1857 at the southwest corner of Boylston and Tremont streets in downtown Boston. Designed by local 

iichitect Albert Stone, the Pelham was modeled on the latest Parisian style apartment house. Twelve years elapsed 

before architect Nathaniel J. Bradlee designed the second Boston apartment house, the Hotel St. Cloud on Tremont 

Street , in the then-fashionable South End.The depression of 1857 and the disruption of the Civil War accounted, in 
part, for the gap in apartment house construction in Boston between 1857 and 1869. Although two dozen apartment 
buildings dating from the late 19th century survive, it can not be said that apartment buildings were widely popular as 
residences in Victorian Boston. Cleveland Amory notes in the Proper Bostonians that many Victorian upper middle 
and upper class families disproved of more than one family living under the same roof, regarding such a living 
situation as bohemian at best, if not totally immoral. The introduction of the electric streetcar to Boston during the late 
1880s allowed the city to expand beyond the confines of the "Puritan Village" permitting families the freedom to 
partake of apartment house living. During the first quarter of the 20th century the Fenway, parts of the Back Bay and 
Allston-Brighton experienced a boom in apartment houses with capacities ranging from three to over one hundred 
families. The proximity of the Upper Chestnut Hill area to extensive park land at the Chestnut Hill Reservoir and the 
campuses of Boston College and St. John's Seminary as well as Evergreen Cemetery made this a desirable part of the 
city to live in, encouraging the construction of attractive apartment buildings marketed to solid middle and upper 
middle class renters. The roster of tenants in the apartment complexes lining Commonwealth Avenue and Chestnut 
Hill Avenue reveals an eclectic mixture of Irish, Jewish, and Anglo families. 


A relatively rare example of a two-family house is located at 260-262 Chestnut Hill Avenue (see photo, 
Fig.5 ). Designed in the Mission Revival style c. 1910-1915, this stucco-parged residence was built for Isidore 
Israel, treasurer, Kay Jewelry Co., 594 Washington Street. Built on land owned by prominent cattleman James A. 
Hathaway during the 1870s and 1880s, later owners of this 12,500 square foot lot included B. Fiske and the heirs of 
George A. Wilson. In 1930 Israel is listed at 260 while Arthur Katzenberg, treasurer, Kay Jewelry Co. lived in the 
other half of this duplex. 


146 Chiswick Road (see photo, Fig.26 ) was built between 1910-1915 on land that had been owned by 
3enjamin Franklin Ricker and George A. Wilson during the 1870s and 1880s. During the 1890s, the Aberdeen Land 
Co. owned this parcel. By 1916, this stucco parged Spanish Colonial and Georgian Revival building was owned by 
Mary E. Billings. (continued) 
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ASSN HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA 
Property Name: Upper Chestnut Hill Area 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 





Historical Narrative, Upper Chestnut Hill Area, continued 


In 1925, Frank Bova of Frank Bova Company Wholesale Fruit, owned this building. In 1930, this building's tenants 
included George Dunham, treasurer of the Greenleaf Co., 80 Federal Street, Boston, Daniel B. Swett , salesman with 
Dr. Swett, Root Beer Inc., George C. Wright , salesman and Rev. Henry H. Saunders, pastor, First Parish Church , 
Brighton. 


137-153 Chiswick Road (see photo, Fig.25 ) represents an early group of apartments in this area. Designed 
in the Classical Revival style, each building contains 5-7 units and was built between 1910-1915. Part of cattleman 
Nathaniel Jackson's extensive land holdings during the late 19th century, this parcel was part of the Aberdeen Land 
Co.tract by 1899. Owners in 1916, included Mabel M. and Isaiah B. Frost, John F. Eager and Bertha E. Arseno. 

By 1930, these units housed Jewish, Anglo , Russian and German tenants with occupations that included meat cutter, 
clerk, salesman, Fire Station Captain, tailor, painter and clothing manufacturers. 


The Georgian Revival 17-unit apartment house at 193 Strathmore Road (see photo, Fig.28 _) was built 
between 1910-1915 for Bertha E. Arseno. By 1930 its Anglo, Irish and French tenants had job titles that included: 
assistant manager, fireman, salesman, chauffeur, carpenter and draftsman. 


Orne Tudor-Georgian Revival apartment complex at 2-10 Lothian Road and 183-187 Strathmore Road (see 
photo, Fig.27 ) was built in 1915 for Ilse and Isaac Campbell of Revere, MA . Designed by Dorchester architects 
Hatch and Tilden, this complex originally housed 18 families. 


Containing 26 units, 153-155 Stathmore Road (see photo, Fig.6 ) replaced the wooden, 1890s house of 
Jennie L. Laidlaw c. 1925-1930. Owned by George J. Hamburg in 1930, this buildings’ tenants were primarily 
Jewish during the early 1930s. 


Constructed c. 1925-1930, the Georgian Revival apartment building at 247-249 Chestnut Hill Avenue (see 
photo, Fig. 7 ) were built on the site of the c. 1910-1914 William S. Heath House.Heath was associated with the 
Dorntee Casket Co. of Boston. Constructed of wood and parged with stucco, this house was built on land owned by 
the Andrew J. Munroe heirs during the late 19th century. 


Replacing the wooden c. 1885-1890 house of Boston hardware merchant Daniel Goodnow, the 49-unit 
Renaissance/Georgian Revival apartment house at 286-288 Chestnut Hill Avenue (see photo, Fig. 8 ) was 
built c. 1925-1930. Listed at these addresses in 1930 Anglo, Irish and Jewish tenants working as salesmen, 
insurance agents, janitors, machinists and postal clerks. 


Commonwealth Avenue, between Chestnut Hill Avenue and Greycliffe Road was built up with large apartment 
buildings between 1920-1940. The descendants of the few families that lived here during the late 19th century as well 
as the aging homeowners from the "Aberdeen period" of the 1890s sold their single family homes to real estate 
developers. Subsequently 4-7-story masonry apartments characterized by landscaped front, center and rear court 
yards were constructed , creating streetwalls enlivened by Classical, Renaissance, Georgian, Neo Adamesque and Art 
Deco ornamentation. Most of the leading apartment house specialists are represented along this remarkable "stretch" of 
Commonwealth Avenue, including : Silverman and Brown, S.S. Eisenberg, and Saul E. Moffie.(continued) 
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OF srr HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA 
Property Name: Upper Chestnut Hill Area 


Indicate each item on inventory form which 1s being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Upper Chestnut Hill Area, continued 


Built in 1925, 1940-1950 Commonwealth Avenue (see photos, Figs.13,14  ) was built for Abraham 
Kantor by C.H. E. Cline, contractors. Saul E. Moffie , architect of numerous multi-family buildings in the apartment 
house districts bordering Commonwealth Avenue in Allston-Brighton designed this Neo Adamesque , 100-family 
apartment building. In 1930, a mix of Jewish, Irish and Anglo tenants typical of this area lived here. 


The extraordinarily prolific apartment house specialists Silverman and Brown designed the large, 93-unit Neo 
Adamesque complex at 1999-2003 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.27 ) in 1928. Built on land 
owned by Jonathan Zoller, Samuel S. Learned during the late 19th century. Daniel W. Hyde sold this parcel to Samuel 
Rotenberg, treasurer of Dom Realty during the mid-'20s. 


In terms of massing ,the Reservoir Gardens Apartments at 1982-1992 Commonwealth avenue (see 
photos, Fig 15,16 ) is an exceptional Classical/Georgian revival apartment complex whose components are 
grouped around an interior court yard open to both avenue and park land. Built c. 1920-1925 for the Reservoir 
Gardens Co. this complex was built by S.S. Eisenberg. A partial listing of the families living here in 1930 included 
Dingwells, Granthams, Ways, Woodmans, Durants, Leighs, Mc Ginnis', Sullivans and Sutters. 


@n c. 1930-1940 Art Moderne apartments at 1960-1980 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.28 ) 
were built on the site of the Elmer J. Bliss estate.The masonry Bliss House and stable occupied two large lots 
overlooking the Chestnut Hill Reservoir. Built c. 1900, the Bliss mansion was the second residence on this site. As 
early as 1875, the E. Woodward Elliot House was located on this parcel. 


The attractive Georgian/Renaissance Revival apartments at 2005-2025 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, 
Fig.19 ) were built in 1924 from designs provided by S.S. Eisenberg. 


Built between 1925 and 1930, 2051 Commonwealth Avenue (see photo, Fig.21 ) was built in 1928 by 
Francini Brothers Inc.of Medford for Patrick and Hannah Cassidy, 39 Presentation Road, Brighton. It was designed 
in the Georgian Revival style by Boston architect Henry L. Kennedy. Built to contain six apartments, this land was 
part of the old Jesee Osborn and James A. Munroe farms during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This apartment 
house's lot was carved from a large tract bounded by Commonwealth Avenue, Greycliffe and Gerald Roads acquired 
by real estate developer and builder Henry I. Kennedy during the early 1920s. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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UPPER CHESTNUT HILL AREA 
ALLSTON-BRIGHTON, BOSTON, MA 


189 to 249 (odd) Chestnut Hill Avenue 
206 to 286 (even) Chestnut Hill Avenue 
129 to 153 (odd) Chiswick Road 

132 to 146 (even) Chiswick Road 

1847 to 2030 (even) Commonwealth Avenue 
1933 to 2051 (odd) Commonwealth Avenue 
2 to 10 (even) Lothian Road 

Satock/ (odd) Lothian Road 

16 to 32 (inclusive) Sidlaw Road 

5 to 43 (odd) South Street 

6 to 20 (even) South Street 


144 to 164 (even) Strathmore Road 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission Community Property Address 
80 Boylston Street | AA 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 Bosfo - Qr. ut H 
Cvergrecry Area 
Area FormNo 
TX 


National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


&D 
Check all that apply: 


DO Individually eligible © Eligible only in a historic district 
O Contributing to a potential historic district [4 Potential historic district 


meen A OB &@C OD 
Merrcdcation: A CB wd C Mit print rlYorPownnG 


Statement of Significance by__ Ed ward Ww. Gordon 


® The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


Upper Chestnut Hill /Evergreen Area 


The Upper Chestnut /Evergreen Area contains the southwestern-most segment of Commonwealth 
Avenue in Allston-Brighton. The oldest man-made site in this areais Evergreen Cemetery, a 
rural garden cemetery set out in 1850 which is essentially a smaller version of Mount Auburn 
Cemetery in Cambridge.This cemetery is located on the south side of Commonwealth Avenue 
opposite the campus of St. John’s Seminary. Between the 1910s and 1940s, real estate developers 
capitalizing on this avenue’s proximity to extensive green space built some of the largest and most 
ornate apartment buildings ever constructed in the city of Boston. These apartment buildings 
replaced earlier, c. 1890s single- family housing, some of which survive, representing the western 
extent of the Aberdeen neighborhood. Located primarily on the east side of Commonwealth 
Avenue, the large houses of Aberdeen were built in response to the introduction of the electric 
street railway to nearby Beacon Street , Brookline in 1887.This area also encompasses two 
handsome public buildings including the 1890s stone Gothic Revival First Parish Unitarian 
Church at 189 Chestnut Hill Avenue and the Georgian Revival, early 20th century 

in Alexander Hamilton Elementary School at 194 Strathmore Road.This area meets 
criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor’s Sheets 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
“Son, Massachusetts 021 16 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll = 


sxetch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 
Town Boston, Massachusetts 


A et Alt Be hace teat tet 


Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area Upper Foster 


Present Use Residential 


Construction Dates or Period c. 1850 to 1940 


Overall Condition excellent 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acreage Ao. 55 alevzes 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) May, 1996 


(See Ua hed Woe) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 
ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 


—_ 


@o” architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 


Puirrounded by the southern edge of the Brighton Center residential area to the north, on two sides by areas of large 
apartment buildings bordering Chestnut Hill Avenue and Commonwealth Avenue to the east and south, respectively 
and the picturesque campus of St. John's Seminary to the west, the Upper Foster Street area represents a patch work 
quilt of suburban residential subdivisions built between the World Wars. This area 's subdivisions include Greycliffe 
and Gerald Roads, Lane Park, Rose Garden Circle, and Radnor and Kirkwood Roads. A few houses bordering 
Foster Street predate 1915, including the c.1860 Italianate Lane farm house at 249 Foster Street and two houses 
dating from the 1890s including the Queen Anne of one of the Rebecca Brown heirs at 280 Foster Street and the 
Colonial Revival Elizabeth G. Shephard house at 284 Foster Street . 


The Lane Farm House at 249 Foster Street (see photo, Fig.1 ) is an L-shaped Italianate farm house is similar, 
in terms of form, massing and elements to the c. 1855 house of Malcolm Chandler at 70 Lake Street. It is 
composed of a 2-story, three bay, double pile main block with a long, narrow, 2-story rear ell; the main block and ell 
are both enclosed by gable roofs. Its main block's edges are accented by narrow corner boards.At the center of its main 
facade is a projecting front porch with chamfered posts, narrow entablature and low hipped roof. Although sheathed in 
vinyl siding, this house retains enough original form and elements to be recognizable as one of the oldest buildings in 
southwestern Brighton. During the late 1920s, this house was moved slightly to the southeast and tilted in that 
direction to accommodate the Lane Park residential development, becoming a flagship house for the fledgling 
enclave that consisted of a circular road with an "island of homes at the center of the development. (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 
Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 
Peteatielly, Upper Foster Street is an area of small residential subdivisions bordering both sides of Foster Street, a 
north-south artery that dates back to the late 18th century. Set out over rocky upland pastures, these subdivisions were 
built in response to transportation improvements of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, such as the construction of 
= ommonwealth Avenue in the early 1890s and the introduction of the electric trolley over this avenue in 1909 .Above 
0d) the wide spread ownership of automobiles by the 1920s and 30s made the development of this area economically 
viable. 


Foster Street was named in honor of John Foster, Little Cambridge's (Allston -Brighton's) first permanent minister. 
In 1784, at the tender age of 21 years of age, John Foster, D.D. commenced his pastorate at the Congregational 
Meeting House then located at the Market and Washington streets intersection. A recent graduate of Dartmouth, the 
Reverend Foster was "learned, kindly, a prolific author of religious tracts, Harvard College Trustee, gentleman and 
aristocrat who married a remarkable woman." Hannah Foster, the daughter of wealthy Boston merchant , Grant 
Webster,was an accomplished writer. Her novelization of the shocking seduction of a female relative of her husband's 
was the most popular literary work in New England during the early 19th century ; entitled The Coquette, or the History 
of Eliza Wharton , Mrs. Foster's book had appeared in some thirty editions by 1840. Initially, the Fosters lived in the 
old church parsonage on Academy Hill Road , later building an elaborate house on Foster Street, then known as Dr. 
Foster's Lane. Built on ample terraced,grounds mid-way between Washington and South streets (outside of the Upper 
Foster area to the north), the Foster residence was described as "a very large square house which faced to the south, to 
the front porch of which was added an ell used as a library and a reception room." The Foster estate was described as 
"just the place for a minister to write his sermon and his wife to write a novel". (continued) 





BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Maps/Atlases: 1830, 1852, 1866,1875,1885,1897,1909,1916 and 1925 

Maps/Atlases: 1830, 1852,1866,1875,1885,1897,1909,1925 

Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 

Boston Landmarks Commission, Allston-Brighton Preservation Survey, 1978 

Marchione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1986 
e J.P. C., Historical Brighton, [, II. 


[_] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7/92 
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@. .ssacuusetts HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA 
| Property Name: Upper Foster Area 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Upper Foster Area, continued 


The 16 houses of the the 1920s and '30s Lane Park development are situated close to the street facing short lawns. 
52-64 Lane Park (see photo, Fig.2 ) are representative of the housing in this enclave. 52 and 56 Lane Park 
are boxy, rectangular wooden residences which stand with their gambrel profiles facing the street. Measuring two 
bays in width , with a depth of three bays, these houses may be categorized within the Colonial Revival style. 60 and 
64 Foster Street are L-shaped brick dwellings which are five bays wide and three bays deep and are enclosed by 
hip roofs. Small, enclosed and off center entrance porches project from these facades.Evidently most of these houses 
were built by Malden contractor Carl Olson from designs provided by Boston architect Frederick H. Gowing. 


Developed in 1928, the Rose Garden Circle development encompasses five duplexes bordering a cul de sac 
comprised of a short street and landscaped rotary. The houses on the south side of the circle at 9-11,15-17 and 
19-21 Rose Garden Circle (see photo, Fig.3) are solid examples of suburban middle class two- family 
houses built on the eve of the Great Depression.This enclave was developed by Brighton contractors Sheehy and 
O'Connor while the designs for these houses were the product of "private plans”. 15-17 Rose Garden Circle isa 
charming Colonial Revival/Crafstman style residence that has been owned by the Burke family since the late 1920s. 
Rising from a ledge stone basement 2.5 stories to a hip roof, this house measures three bays in width with a depth of 

@:i: bays.Projecting from its center entrance is a small ,open, pedimented porch which is supported by Tuscan 
Polumns. In general, windows are fully enframed and contain 4/1 wood sash. 


Two commodious 1890s Queen Anne houses border the east side of Foster Street between Kirkwood and Radnor 
roads. 278 Foster Street (see photo, Fig.4 ) is a2.5 story clapboard sheathed structure measuring four bays in 
width with a depth of five bays. Enclosed by a steeply pitched hip roof, its main facade features a full length front 
porch with paired Tuscan columns rising from paneled plinths and balusters turned in the Georgian Revival 

manner. The porch's roof supports a second floor porch which is enclosed by a railings with turned balusters. Opening 
on to the front porch is an off-center main entrance with simple molded surrounds. To the right of the front door is a 
window with moldings contiguous to those of the front door. Above the front door, French doors open on to the 
second floor porch.Above the second floor windows is the roofs bracketed cornice. Rising from the center of the 
main facade's roof slope are a pair of small, single dormers enclosed by hip roofs. 


284 Foster Street (see photo, Fig.5 ) is a large, rectangular residence which rises 2.5-stories from a rubble 
stone basement to an intersecting gambrel roof. Built for Miss Elizabeth G. Shephard, this house was constructed by 
Roxbury contractor Neil Mc Kinnon. Although covered with vinyl siding, this house retains integrity of siting, form 
and elements. Measuring five-bays in width with a depth of three-bays,broad gambrel profiles dominate the north and 
south walls of the house while a narrower, more steeply pitched gambrel rises from the center of the main elevation's 
second floor porch. The center entrance opens on to a front porch with paired Doric pilasters.Springing from the 
porch's posts and Doric pilasters are broad, segmental, key stone arches.The second floor porch is treated in an 
identical manner and is set back from the first floor porch's shed roof. Projecting from the center of the side walls are 
two-story polygonal bays. Particularly noteworthy is the stained glass of the fan lights atop tripartite windows 
flanking the main entrance and at the house's southeast corner. 


The 1920s and '30s Kirkwood/Radnor Roads development is lined with and eclectic collection of single and two 


family houses constructed of brick and wood exhibiting characteristics of the Tapestry Brick, Craftsman, Tudor and 
@ olonial Revival styles.(continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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@, | ssacuuserts HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA 


Property Name: Upper Foster Area 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative, Upper Foster Area, continued 


The Fosters were a catalyzing force in establishing the southwestern corner of Brighton as the community's spiritual 
center. By the early 1880s, the south western corner of Brighton, with the development of the St. John's Seminary 
campus, was well on its way to becoming an area of Roman Catholic institutions, earning Brighton the distinction of 
being called "Boston's little Rome". 


During the mid 19th century, the southern portion of Foster Street was bordered by several large farms and estates 
belonging to the Osborn, Simmons, Munroe, Lane and Brown families. The oldest house in the area is the 
Lane-O'Neill House House at 249 Foster Street (see photo, Fig. 1 ) which stands at the northwest 
corner of Foster Street and Lane Park. Built c. 1860 for John. S.W. Lane, this Italianate house presided over a 
196,730 square foot farm. The James A. Munroe farm dwarfed the Lane House , encompassing 1,067,898 square 
feet. From the 1880s until the early 1880s, this house was owned by Lane's widow, Ellen J. Lane. By 1925, a Mrs. 
Mary O'Neil, "widow of Michael" owned this house.In 1924, the Lane -O'Neil house was moved and turned one 
hundred and eighty degrees to the southeast. Originally facing directly on to Foster Street it was moved and realigned 
to accommodate a 25-lot suburban tract development called Lane Park (see photo, Fig.2-depicting 52-64 
Lane Park). Lane Park encompasses a circular road with houses ranged along its path as well as on a circular 
@ iinet at the center of this sub division. 


In 1925, there were only four houses in the Lane Park sub division . In the beginning, this area's homeowners were 
primarily Irish and included: A.M. Ahearn at 257 Foster Street, H.F. Nelson , chauffeur, at 14 Lane Park, J.F. 
Murray, clerk at 26 Lane Park and J. and G. Hurley, an inspector and insurance agent, respectively at 34 Lane 
Park. By 1930, Lane Park was completely built up with 33 tract houses; the majority of these houses seem to have 
been built to accommodate 2-families. Although still a predominantly Irish enclave, by the early 1930s, this 
development also had a sizable number of Jewish heads of house holds; in 1930, 10 of Lane Park's homeowners were 
Jewish, 18 were Irish Catholic and 5 represented others of various national backgrounds. Occupations included a 
fireman, policeman, jewelry manufacturer, public school vocational instructor, "jobber", salesman, chauffeur, and 
agents dealing in real estate and insurance. Listed at this address in 1930 were: Ralph L. Donnelly, treasurer, The 
Boston Morris Plan Co. (Counsel Loan Brokers) at 6, Frank L. Braley, "Raybestos Service, 26 Brighton Ave." at 8, 
Joseph Mazer, meats, and Thomas H. O'Neil, shoes at 11 Lane Park.Riley G. Crosby, "builder, Miami, FLA." and 
the development's one Swedish-American, Hjalmer F. Nelson, chauffeur, are listed at 14 Lane Park.(see photo, 
Fig. ). Nelson, moved to Lane Park from 1 Textoth street in Brookline. Building Permits reveal that Carl Olson 
and Frederick H. Gowing were the builder and architect of 14 Lane Park, respectively. Presumably, Olson and 
Gowing were responsible for all of the buildings of this development. Jewish households stood side by side at 15, 
17 and 18 Lane Park with their respective owners including: Morris A. Levine, M.A. Levine & Co., Harry 
Goldman, jobber, and Harry s. Benjamin, Benjamin Brothers, druggists, 792 Tremont Street. Listed at 22,23, 25, 
and 26 in 1930 were, respectively: John H. Ratigan, "supt. 30 Hawkins", Wilber M. Lockhart, lieut., United States 
Navy, and Mrs. Mary J. Graham .Other Lane Park residents included: Mrs. Virginia Lyons and John M. Murray, 
clerk, at 26, Jeremiah H. Driscoll, plasterer, at 29, Mrs. AnnaCollins and William L. Mc Guire , insurance adjuster, 
151 Milk Street, at 32, James F. Hurley, inspector, 607 City Hall Annex and Francis Mahoney, insurance agent, at 
33 Broad Street at 34. Boston Police Department employees included John J. Miller, constable and James A. 
Sweeney, "police Div. 16" resided at 35 and 36 Lane Park, respectively.(continued) 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 





@ i assacuuserts HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Allston-Brighton, MA 


Property Name: Upper Foster Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Upper Foster Area, continued 


Also living at Lane Park in the early 1930s were: Harry F. Gavagan , sales manager, at 37, James Condos, Reservoir 
Provision Co., 1955 Beacon Street and George Vallas, Reservoir Shoe Repair ,1971 Beacon Street at 39, Benjamin 
Barrett, designer, 95 Newbury Street, and Peter m. Meterman , salesman at 41, Samuel Aronson, salesman, and 
Henry Ehrlick (Ehrlick and Shaffer, jewelry manufacturers at 45, Francis J. Murphy, vocational instructor, public 
schools at 47, William Ladas (Ladas Brothers, 109 Chiswick Road and Cleveland Lunch, 541 Dudley Street, 
Roxbury) at 49, Thomas R. Mc Conologogue, "Fire Engine 29, Brighton" at 54, Allen E. Stein at 56 and Charles 
Grandison , real estate, and Henry L. Hurwitz, "New England rep" at 60 Lane Park. 


Before continuing with a description of Upper Foster Street's 1920s and 1930s suburban developments, it should be 
noted that two Queen Anne/Colonial Revival houses were built on the east side of Foster Street , between Kirkwood 
and Radnor roads during the 1890s. 278 Foster Street (see photo, Fig. 4 ) was built c. 1895-1898 on land that 
had been owned by the Jonathan Zoller, Samuel S. Learned and Rebecca Brown families during the late 19th century. 
The Brown farm house stood at the northeast corner of Foster and South Streets (later absorbed into Commonwealth 
Avenue) until it was demolished during the 1910s to accommodate an apartment building group at 2005-2025 
Commonwealth Avenue. A structure is shown on 280 Foster Street's house lot by 1899 but its "foot print” suggests 
that it was about half the size of the present house. By 1909, this house is shown with its current configuration. In 

@i395, Kirkwood Road, on the north side of the house is shown as a proposed, unnamed cul-de-sac.Originally owned 

~ by Rebecca Brown's heirs, this house was owned by Fred W. Mahoney (occupation unlisted) during the 1920s and 

1930s. 284 Foster Street (see photo, Fig.5 ) , next door to the south, is a stylish and fairly substantial 
amalgam of the Queen Anne, Shingle and Colonial Revival styles. It was built in 1898 by Dudley Street, 
Roxbury-based builder Neil Mc Kinnon for a Miss Elizabeth G. Shephard. The 1899 Brighton Atlas shows a 
proposed house on the south side of this house that would be called Radnor Road by the 1920s. Mary L. A. 
Shephard lived during the early 1900s and 1910s. By 1925, Francois A. Cellar, importer, owned this property. Real 
estate agent Nelson Russell lived here during the 1930s, perhaps to be close to the recently completed suburban tract 
house developments at Lane Park, Rose Garden Circle and vicinity. 


A more extensive residential development was carved from the Rebecca Brown estate during the mid -1920s. Rose 
Garden Circle is a cul-de-sac on the east side of Foster Street lined with five 2-family residences; it consists of a 
short way leading to a rotary with a small, landscaped, circular "island". Colonial Revival/Craftsman style houses 
constructed in 1928 include 15-17 Rose Garden Circle. Sheehy and O' Connor originally owned and built this 
duplex (see photo, Fig.3). Rose Garden Circle was carved from a tract of land owned by Rebecca Brown's heirs. 
The Brown farm house stood at the northeastern corner of Foster and Commonwealth Avenue. By 1925, Rose 
Garden Circle and its eight house lots is shown as a proposed residential development owned by Thomas H. 
Connolly.In 1930, Rose Garden Circle's residents were of Irish and Jewish back grounds, including: John B. Penn, 
dentist, at 9, Daniel P. Maclean , clerk, at 11, John Johnson, at 12, Edward A. Ford, compositor, at 14, Frank 
Shulman, "coats and dresses, 75 Kneeland Street at 15, Herman H. Gilman, Majestic Dress Co., also at 75 
Kneeland, at 16, Mrs. Mary A. Burke , widow of Walter Burke at 17, Thomas Sheridan, taxi cab driver ,at 1 8, 
Aaron B. Barron, clothing manufacturer, at 20, and James F. Farrell, salesman and Harry Mintz at 21. 


The section of this area containing Greycliffe and Gerald Roads was the southern part of the Jessie Osborn 
(1870s) and James A. Munroe farms (c.1880-1920), bordering South Street, later Commonwealth Avenue. 
y 1925, this section had been subdivided into 40 lots bounded by the western and northern segments of Greycliife, 
oster Street and Commonwealth Avenue. Owned by Brighton real estate developer and Henry J. Fitzgerald, 
(continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Gee users HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: | Form No: | 
Allston-Brighton, MA — | 


Property Name: Upper Foster Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Historical Narrative, Upper Foster Area, continued 


the western "leg" of Greycliffe Road was originally called Seminary Road while the northern one is labeled Gillard 
Road on the 1925 Brighton Atlas. Gerald Road evidently refers to Henry J. Fitzgerald who seems to have built most 
of the houses in this section. Unlike Rose Garden Circle and Kirkwood/Radnor roads, this development eschews 
irregular meandering drives rooted in the 1840s romantic suburban planning precepts advocated by landscape architect 
and design critic Andrew Jackson Downing in favor of a more traditional, modified grid pattern. Most of Greycliffe 
Road's single family residences were built between 1927 and 1940. Both 15 and 21 Greycliffe Road were built 
in 1927 by Henry J. Fitzgerald. The 2-family house at 25 Greycliffe Road was built in 1939 from designs provided 
by Newtonville , MA architect Albert M. Kreider for William J. Weist. Probably representing the work of Fitzgerald, 
the c. early 1930 Colonial Revival houses at 48, 52 and 56 Greycliffe Road (see photos, Figs.10 and 
11) were owned in 1940 by Boston lawyer David M. Gordon, Samuel Cohen and John J. O'Connor, commission 
broker, respectively. : 


Set out during the late 1890s as short cul-de-sacs off the east side of Foster Street, The Kirkwood and Radnor roads 
"loop" assumed its present configuration between 1925-1930. The brick, stucco and wooden Colonial Revival, 
Craftsman and Tudor style houses lining these winding ways date from the mid 1920s to early 1940s. During the late 
19th century, this development's land was owned by Sarah E. Waugh , Samuel S. Learned and Jonathan Zoller 
Sarah E. Waugh, an “assistant teacher" at Brighton High School was by far the largest land owner in this area. in 
1885 , her house (demolished) at the intersection of South Street's and Chestnut Hill Avenue presided over 304, 920 
square feet which sloped westward almost to Foster Street. Emma L. French and Thomas P. Pike owned most of the 
Waugh property during the early 1900s and 1910s. The beginnings of this subdivision are evident in the 16 lots 
lining Kirkwood and Radnor depicted in the 1925 Brighton Atlas owned by Mary I. Gardiner and J. Scott Mc Learn. 
Allston architect and builder Mc Learn designed several of Kirkwood Road's earliest houses including the 1925 
30 Kirkwood Road (see photo, Fig.7 ). This stucco parged Colonial Revival/Craftsman house 's original 
owner was the Puritan Real Estate Trust. In 1930 it was the residence of Robert B. Nathanson, Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Daniels Nathanson Co. Dry Goods, 77 Bedford Street, Boston and Joseph Swartz, salesman. 
44 -46Kirkwood Road (see photo, Fig.8 ) was built during the second wave of house construction in this area 
between 1935-1940.In 1940, this Tudoresque stucco and brick house was owned by Jacob M. Levenson, clerk, 
Suffolk County Registry of deeds.The red brick residence with characteristics of the Georgian and Colonial Revival 
styles at 58-62 Kirkwood Road (see photos, Figs 9 ) was built in 1925-1930. Providing evidence of this 
subdivision's Irish and Jewish ethnic composition are Jacob I. Aronson, treasurer of a clothing manufacturing 
company and John F. Buckley, manager at 58, William A. Sturgis, "special agent" at 62, James R. Fitzpatrick, 
salesman at 6 2. 


The compact, red brick Colonial Revival houses at 22, 26 and 30 Radnor Road (see photo, Fig.6 ) were 
built in 1939 from designs provided by John J. Mahoney, 6 Beacon Street, Boston. 26 Radnor Road was built by 


and for contractor Paul Livoli. In 1940, Arthur Kaufman, restaurant employee lived at 22, Max Steinberg, cattle 
dealer, is listed at 26 and Harry Morris, buyer resided at 30 Radnor Road. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 


Te mS I 


M emo 


? 
ae Re 


aie wie 9 1aqqU 


AM. 





AED A OS ACEO Ht 
- 


s9rrt.a 4 


OO a OR —— oe 





‘Winaworyio.? . 
Hold uid -molel lA 








AOeIMMOD 


















} JADLAOT IN 2T THRU 
noted wnatetoe mdb Yo a 


ynsqorl 


.Wolsd bsuninos gnisd al toutw ond? yroinsvil no teat 


boundinos .eet/ wileoE wag ovbera 


PHL UMOGAL 2 7 traeityon sell otitiw bao CBT Me, baliso vilanigne asw Leok attiisyoi ae, ya" 
mm Hivd overi o8 w ow bitsgait .l pinokl of erste vijesbive haoal bts 1A on fang ciel ¢ ie 
rN ngoloysb alt 2hern nba \hoowin has sini) notasD seo! eiinU noose si 
‘toan 2 maint vd Loleoerrie: elqosay gainmelq, meduadue Stier wOFs | (i vi Dalowl 2evnk anrnabaae 
Buoys iu Weg AY baihibog: Pair et som 6 lo wv Hi GriCw ti sn wenbtt® oie 
rts vmx wou) TX ban 20 died 0b@! dan TSO! gsowied hid ovow roarahiney heeds 
eV i abs w Baa utes oi) CE. in gua Vises) ii isviads eg 
sf] ni ridestord tzioW A apiliW 321 ssbiewd Monel indo AM 
by hz iq: eee) beat otiifeveta) at hive ce oP 8 Gl dA iawinioD 
(Tuy m2 U0 Aan fh otic. is? nob) MW bivaGd wywal woleoak vel ObVT se 
hee 
with eufT Josie 78 oO shiz Jzeo anit Tio ense-<ab las wha 2 omit ort? 
neile.. Vy ee domed wll DEO) LE gpeityy Sor ILO litesig hs 
. o Lihat mow cies eyew aaibaiw orslt ps : oie wolf 
rH 2 iowns2 , HouaW i damdé yd hee anw bral o‘Inomeadlave® Shae 
i i 2c lorel: “ tei TOMSNG is miazk~ Hh. 
4 ry p leseubeett) Bony tod To nolisuersini - ‘ocwey) 
th Ton: ora fin b aT TONE: & Preah of feonils bn bsxjor vive 
Y at rmotiimigeo oni ze) bre ie % chub Vinee 
fu i NE go anieA somiend ¢f¢! serif nf bot a Tha. Pd Ufa ae 
9 M.boowiiiel te leisvor bengiesb a iV el Dre as 
l uanaeshs pve base! OMe, OO aT. Vial ~ivvie 998) hans 
ec Soané H nsdak ko somal orl WOERT al Jeor? fsoR natu pis?) 
. haw? de Ls 204 toavZ buvibok shoot) yrt roe iw ot 
7 i W bocosa off weed Nic | oil ole s62) Baokl BO 
‘% if L vc DSIWO PEW Oe eset Yond bn 12 Stipe! iT T ett OG! wit Onefs 
mn PO Sis' STi ite matoeweds diiw sonsbies7 Sond ber sf] sy 10 yueipea heii. 
ay OTH c i tm tied san ? vali wojong@ 332) mS boow shay 
; j 7 ‘OO PWS) TOC LA i . i hs joliezoO ji "ION DIF: 33 ttal A brs itax 
yh asyy AIBE Largo a a . iw z eo uh rQecacty., ¥s ald 2 El Acie oe % 
% 4 wotelq beott tombe OC bee Of- AS is copeodiavines ininolol) Moke be 
N x onbus of .nolod Jsave noorsll 6 .yvenodah Asdot ‘yd babives q arrurreb avon 
pir inde xa A bs WO !}ONTS S18) 71 fants a nudtuA Bbc ti ovid jana ne 
heod oa 


Mmprion Ie myer. 





onda Sd UE ie babieerisynd aan wish bare 


> 


yinsserel of signi? 


a 
° 


. 7 
\ \ 
\ 
\ « 
2\\ Xe 
ack 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


S/F 





sydesaooyd poqoenr 30S 


-- somuadosd poyamD O 


S661 “LI une paredaig 
AJepUncYg CV emo amoume a 





SZIZO WW ‘uoIsog 
preaa[nog AassLuOW ZZ 
UOISSIWIUOD [LIUOISTH sHosnyorssey 


LAAHS NOILVANLLNOD WeOd Vauyv 


i sen , AS > 
j i wi - 
} 








% “ agi @t 

a . x, jouer | 

7 * “ ff =<. is if / -_ — 

( il C fa ee 

pa Ne ; 

\ A AS Lf > te “ted ma 
me J < nS: ee at aie 
enna ie ‘ i 7 ‘hem 

4 7? Ned he 
a y Mee ; wes 
“hh, sie 4 , y 4 X 
vy ‘6 y ' \s 
* en 1 ‘ 
> ». rd ew 7 ‘ bot ued , 
. bed f : PAN Dh, 
. if \4 “, ANY ‘ 
“ = %' 7 *) bi yee ‘ 
‘ a 7 , 
\ ‘ at f ¥ \hesll a 
| 
: ye 
. Te 
, 4 / 
é 1. ot 
¥, 
‘ ¢ ia ; ; Ae ? 
», ; r ~~ ) 
i foe he , 
‘ . ‘ * : Hy 
' . a, 
w ”" , bs 
— ’ . . 
he Sr Pe ee 
5 P| 7Y ‘ } 
‘ A : iy ' Py. yy 
t i ’ i a 
wa if 
4 ’ j 
Se r ; 
* i “J . 
, 4g 
\ : al 
: ‘ - 
; 
\ oa ? 
> 
é fhe 
= je 
AV 
¥ 4 
4. 
4 
\ 
| iv 
, a be 
4 ‘ 
e 
‘ } i " ‘ 
; ah 
- . , 
: { A ; 
| i 
i / ‘ | 
a : fl 
‘ 4 ; 
4 . “sf ¥ y 
= oo 5 Pah 
h t , 
or { 
» 5 fl ‘ 
} 
; ci ‘Wer i? 
Lene \ 
| i 
val ; thy ' } P| 
‘ , ‘ 
o 
; ith A! 
4 
a! 
ie 





UPPER FOSTER AREA 


ALLSTON/BRIGHTON, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
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6 to 64 (even) 

11 to 47 (odd) 
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10 to 46 (even) 
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UPPER FOSTER AREA 
ALLSTON/BRIGHTON, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


242 to 292 (even) Foster Street 

249 to 315 (odd) Foster Street 
ito 37 (odd) Gerald Road 

12 to 36 (even) Gerald Road 

5 to 39 (inclusive) Greycliff Road 
42 to 58 (inclusive) Greycliff Road 
15 to41 (odd) Kirkwood Road 


16 to 70 (even) Kirkwood Road 


6 to 64 (even) Lane Park 
11 to 47 (odd) Lane Park 
BtO.035 (odd) Radnor Road 
10 to 46 =(even) Radnor Road 


9to16 (inclusive) Rose Garden Circle 
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FORM A- AREA 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 
8 Boylston Street 
@eeton, Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll Pe 


@. Map 


Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. | 


Assessor’s Sheets 


USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 
aa 
Town Boston, Massachusetts 


Naa ece ae es eh itech aetna 


Place(neighborhood or village) __Allston-Brighton 


Name of Area Pama Gardens 


Present Use Residential 


Construction Dates or Period 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Very intact 


Acreage__A9p . +deres 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


March, 1996 


Date (month/year) ; 


(see attached Vitcp ) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 
Qe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 

uilt c. 1920-1925,the multi -family housing development called Pama Gardens is architecturally significant as a 
discrete suburban enclave evidently targeted for the "motor car" commuter (the surface trolley lines of Washington St. 
and Commonwealth Avenue being located about a half mile to the north and south off Pama Gardens, respectively). 
Blending Colonial and Spanish Colonial Revival elements, this complex includes two, two-story T-shaped (224 and 
228 Foster Street, see photo, Fig.1 ); two two-story rectangular residences at 218 and 232 Foster Street, 
as well as five T-shaped two -story residences grouped around a central path bordered on both sides by lawns.The 
path runs from an apparently original wrought iron gateway (see photo, Fig.3 ) at Foster Street to a double house 
at3 and 4 Pama Gardens (see photo, Fig.4 ); this duplex, with its 7-bay main facade effectively screens Pama 
Gardens from its surroundings, creating an intimate outdoor "room" enclosed on three sides. Additionally, narrow 
grass-covered back yards run uninterrupted by fencing behind the houses bordering the inner court. Presenting the 
appearance of single family- dwellings, each of these 6 x 6 bay wooden structures contains two or three apartments 
(3,5 Pama Gardens and 236 Foster Street are duplexes while 1 and 2 Pama Gardens and 228 and 232 
Foster Street each contain three units); Although currently covered with wide-strip vinyl siding, these houses still 
manage to constitute interesting streetscapes with their uniform set backs from street and path, boxy forms, rhythmic 
repetition of enclosed entrance porches and low hip, red terra cotta tile roofs. The red tile roofs strike a Spanish 
Colonial Revival note while the basic, boxy hip roofed forms of these buildings speak to an overall Colonial Revival 
influence. The main facades of 218,224,228 and 232 Foster Street present a more formal appearance 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 
The mid- 1920s suburban residential development called Pama Gardens represents a late addition to the housing stock 
of Foster Street, a north -south thoroughfare developed during the early 19th century to link the farms of southwestern 
Brighton with the village and Cattle Market at Brighton Center. Foster Street started out as Dr. Foster's Lane, a country 

eo" which lead to the 'very large square house" of the John Foster, D.D. who became the minister of Brighton's 

~ ongregational church in 1784. The John G. Hales map of 1830 shows Foster Street running from South Street (now 
incorporated within Commonwealth Avenue) north to Washington Street. Foster Street at that time was bordered by 
two houses situated on the west side of this thoroughfare, near Washington Street. Sidney's map of Boston and 
Vicinity (1852) shows Foster Street bordered by eight houses distributed along its entire length including the residence 
of Rebecca Brown at the corner of South and Foster streets. Pama Garden's land was originally part of the farm land of 
Rebecca Brown. By 1866, Stone and Brooks Slaughter House was located just to the east of the future site of Pama 
Gardens. The 1916 Atlas shows the future site of Pama Gardens as encompassing 169,802 Square feet. Between 1920 
and 1925, Pama Gardens was developed by Paul Epstein .The 1930 directory indicates that salesman , widows and 
retirees were represented among the early apartment dwellers of . By 1930, #1 Pama Gardens residents included 
Alfred M. Davis (probably the Alfred M. Davis , salesman listed at 45 Chestnut Hill Avenue), Mrs. Elizabeth Dobkeen, 
Edward E. Provost (no occupation listed) and Jessie J. Zimmerman an insurance agent with an office at 20 Providence 
Boston ; #2 Pama Gardens' residents included Elton G. Crockett, salesman, Sidney K. Horton (no occupation 
listed), and L. S Young Charles S. Carroll, controller with offices at 125 Winter Street and Alfred A. Raphael , traffic 
manager with an office at 60 Batterymarch , Boston at #3 Pama Gardens. In 1930,#5 Pama Gardens was home 
to Ruth Desmond, James E. Spaulding, salesman with an office at 1055 Commonwealth Avenue, Allston and William 
B. Zion, treasurer, American Flour Company, 334 Rutherford Avenue, Charlestown. Inhabitants of #6 Pama 
Gardens included William R. King, a Sports Editor with the Associated Press ,(continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Maps / Atlases- 1830, 1852,1866,1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925 

Boston Business Directories-1875,1885,1897,1909,1916,1925,1930 

Boston Landmarks Commission, Allston-Brighton Preservation Survey, 1978 
Marchione, William, The Bull in the Garden, A History of Allston-Brighton, 1986 
Winship, J.P. C., Historical Brighton, I, II. 
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[-] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7/92 
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INVENTORY FORM NTINUATION SHEET 


Oke Gt SETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: | Form. No: 
Allston-Brighton | 


Property Name: Pama Gardens Area 





Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Description, Pama Gardens Area, continued 


than those bordering the inner court by virtue of elegant iron balconies situated beneath second floor windows. It is 
not clear if iron balconies were originally located beneath the windows of the inner court's housing . As it is, the 
formal facades of the Foster Street houses belie the reality of the more modestly rendered houses bordering Pama 
Gardens. 


Historical Narrative-Pama Gardens, continued 

(office at 244 Washington Street) and John A. Mc Lean whose occupation is listed as "heating". 228 (now 218) 
Foster Street 's (see photo, Fig. 1) residents included Charles Hoeffling, "vice president", 33 Broad Street, 
Charles E. Holland (no occupation listed, business address listed as 3 Winthrop Sq. ,Boston), Bayard W. Robertson, 
(no occupation listed, business address listed as 39 Boylston Street, Boston) and Martin E. Sperber, a Pemberton 
Square, Boston lawyer. In 1930, 232 (now 224) Foster Street , was home to Joseph A. Blek, recordist, Willian 
C. Felton, no occupation listed, E. Sawyer Gilman, production engineer and Harold C. Hill, sales executive. 236 
(228) Foster Street was the home of Milton Alberts , "ladies handbags, 99 Chauncy Street" and William J. 
Heavey, clerk. A Thomas A. Murray (occupation?) lived at 242 (232) Foster Street. 


While 1930s tenants reflected a diverse cross-section of Irish, Yankee, Protestant and German heads of households by 

945, Pama Gardens had become overwhelmingly Jewish. A small community of mostly immigrant Jews had existed 
in North Brighton as early as the 1890s, probably attracted to that locality by the kosher meat business at the Brighton 
Abattoir. Between 1910 and 1930, the apartments of the Commonwealth Avenue section became home to the more 
affluent sons and daughters of an earlier generation of Jewish immigrants. The transformation of Pama Gardens from 
an ethnically mixed enclave of the 1920s and early '30s to a predominantly Jewish residential development by the 
1940s represents a third wave of Jews setting up house keeping in an area that had been predominantly Yankee and 
Irish until the relatively late creation of suburban developments such as Lane Park, Rose Garden Circle, Kirkwood 
and Radnor Roads and Hatherly and Portina Roads in the 1920s and 30s; with the exception of Hatherly and Portina 
Roads, all of these suburban enclaves were accessed via Foster Street. 


In 1945, #1 Pama Gardens residents included Sol C. Hamburger, an accountant with the Carsan Co., Archie C. 
Kleinman, general manager, Boyle Brothers, Bernard Miller, Treasurer, Mills Furniture Company and Edwin Palmer, 
Chemist. Residents of #2 Pama Gardens included Clarence E. Harmon, apartment janitor (of Pama Gardens’), 
Mitchell I. Jackson, photo supplies, Harold J. Krensky, division manager, R.J. White, David Udelson, salesman and 
Arnold P. Weiner, engineer. #3 Pama Gardens inhabitants included Munroe Cohen , "shoes" and Albert A. 
Raphael, traffic manager, New England Paper and Pulp Traffic Assoc.while #4 Pama Gardens was unoccupied. (see 
photo, Fig.3 ). Apartment dwellers of 5 Pama Gardens included Macklen Kleiman, engineer, Irving C. 
Kramer, "rater", Irving Neiman, teacher, and Morris Youman, storekeeper. Myer Goldstein (occupation?), Irving 
Gilman, pipefitter, Charles Meirick, vice president and treasurer of Smith-Meirick , Inc., and Jacob M. Rittenberg, 
salesman lived at 6 Pama Gardens. 
The Foster Street component of Pama Gardens, by the mid 1940s, was home to Aaron H. Kallis (Kalis Clothing 
Co.), Joseph Leshevsky (Collateral Securities) , furrier Sam Roffman and Jackson Saltz, representative for the 
Masterbilt Cravat Co. -all residents of 228 (218)Foster Street. Physicians Arthur J. Gorney and Nathan 
Brownstein along with Max Jacobsen , Treasurer, Jay Manufacturing Co. and Charles A. Mallen, Assistant Manager, 
. Kreuger Brewing Co. resided at 232(224) Foster Street. Maurice Kramer and William J. Heavey resided at 
36(228) Foster Street while further research is needed on mid 40s residents of 238 (242) Foster Street. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property Address 
ten AllSton- Gre MA na c 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Morrissey Boulevard Area Form No. 
Boston, MA 02125 





Area Boundary @ Circled properties -- 
Prepared June 17, 1995 See attached photographs 
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